Fifteenth Air Force
55th Bombardment Wing

To All 783rd Personnel and their Families

A Brief History of the 783rd’s NEW
PRESIDENT, Dick Rogers of Fredericksburg,
Texas — where he shares his life with his wife
DOROTHY.

Dick’s new telephone number is:

(830) 997-4524

AtMcCook Dick was assigned to communications
as radio repair mechanic. NOW I QUOTE from
Dick:

“When we arrived in Italy, I got the job of
providing electricity to the mess hall, orderly
room, and operations. I then proceeded to
EXTEND electricity to the living area, the
officer’s club and the enlisted men’s club. I
robbed the Italian telephone system of its poles
and used them to run my wire to the living area.
We had only a small generator the first few
months, then we received a good self-contained
UNIT. About a year later we received, by the
efforts of Colonel Burt Andrus, another self-
contained unit. This enabled me to have a spare
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unit 56 that I could rebuild a worn one and we
still have electricity.

It was my job to turn the lights on whenever the
Squadron flew a mission, so you could see your
breakfast.

I also saw that lights were out by 10:00 P.M. I
NEVER DID GET BACK TO WORKING ON
RADIOS. Some persons who impressed me in
the Squadron: some I think ofeven today. FIRST
on my list is BURT ANDRUS...not because he
was C.0. but for the fairness in the way he did
things for the men and me. He did what he
thought was RIGHT.

Dick Marsh, head of the communications
department, was a fellow who worked at doing
the right thing. In the Communication
Department, Jack Brogan, Bill Fisk, Norman
Nelson, and Joe Natoli were good friends.”

As always Dick signs off saying “Everything
going great here.”
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FELLOW members of the 783rd Bomb Squadron SENIORS ARE THE NATIONS
Association LEADING CARRIRES OF
The St.Louis reunion was nicely arranged and AIDS
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very enjoyable to participate in. WS auf.s', Band ¢.1u£9, ‘.'1(9[[ aids,
President Mike Magazzine ‘made’ every part of Walking aids, Medical aids, and
the 1997 Reunion pleasurable. What a Government aids. Most of al,
cheerleader!!!!! Monetary aid to their Kids!!!
Mike is as conscientious as any human being The golden years have come at last,
I've ever been around. Teannotses
At the business meeting on Saturday, the g
following TOWNS were proposed for I cannot pee,
consideration for our 1999 REUNION: I cannot chew,

I cannot screw.
Norfolk, Virginia; Charleston, South Carolina;
Detroit, Michigan; Niagara Falls, New York; My memory shrinks,
Boston, Massachusetts; Kansas City, Kansas; M ing stinks
Denver, Colorado; Colorado Springs, Colorado. Nz ot 4 of sme[Ll
PLEASE be thinking about “WHERE YOU'D I looK [ike hell!
PREFER TO REUNITE IN 1999.”
My boay is dropping,

Dick Rogers of Fredericksburg, Texas is our g:t trot-;bk pig};t’g
new President. Joe Forbes of St.Louis, Missouri
is our new Vice President.
Floyd Gregory continues to be our EXCELLENT The golden years have come at last,
SECRETARY and Publisher of the Squadron’s the golden years can Kiss my ass!!

newsletter, the Latrine-O-Gram.
Floyd Gregory lives in Urbana, Illinois.

Jack Meyer will handle the Squadron’s Treasury
for another term — (or until death do us part).

(From: LeRoy Crenshaw)

Note: From Floyd

Jack accepts dues. Jack still lives in  Jean and I will leave for Albuquerque, NM

Indianapolis. shortly after the first of January, 1998. We
plan to stay there for approximately three

Also, the 783rd Bomb Squadron Ass’n has closed months. Our Address will be:

its “P-X". (Our customer base has ‘shrunk’to the

point that its hard to select stuff that Medicare 12408 Morocco NE

doesn’t supply.) Albuquerque, NM 87111

Please send NEWS ITEMS TO SECRETARY

We do not know our phone number, but we
GREGORY!!

can be reached through our son, Steve at
phone number (505) 299-3430. He will get a
message to us, and we will make return calls
as soon as possible.

QUID FIT
& Jack Meyer



Some elements of Association dollar outlays since
1995 Reunion:

Our most important activity our newsletter the
Latrine-O-Gram, has had a cost of $2,316.62
since our last Reunion in 1995.

Our Association Secretary, Floyd Gregory, has
this publication cost nicely controlled with an
Urbana, Illinois printer.

Sinceourlast Reunion the Association contributed
$250.00 as its share of the cost of a 465th Bomb
Group Memorial.

The Association’s incidental expenses (mostly
costs of communication and some deceased’s
memorials) amount to $447.39. (I know that
many such costs are not paid to the officers who
administer the Association’s business because
they do not request reimbursement.)

The Association made a $250.00 payment to the
Radisson Hotel as a pre-reunion kind of earnest
money.

In November, 1995 we paid $560.29 for some
Reunion ’95 wind-up expenses.

The Associations account with Vanguard Fund
has a current market value of $13,665.57 after a
recent withdrawal of $1800.00. We started this
fund mid-November, ’95 so through 10/6/97 we
have gained $1,465.57. We started in this ‘95
through '97 period with $14,000.00. $1800.00
was withdrawn to NCBI account. (Four persons,
all officers, are authorized to do the association’s
bidding with this account: the 4 are Magazzine,
Bastin, Gregory, and Meyer.)

11/1/95 Moneys received from Dr. Joseph Bastin:
$17,853.92

10/7/97 Balance in National City Bank account:
$1772.36

10/6/97 Account with Vanguard Short Term
Treasury Fund: 1338 shares @ $10.21 per share
for a total of $13,665.57.

8/25/97 Balance in Postmaster account $ 68.68
8/25/27 Balance in Latrine-O-Gram Savings
account $368.88

Inventory of items in P-X to be valued shortly
after current REUNION.

I must send back to one member ofour Association
$50.00 because he has just paid $50.00 lifetime
dues (the second time).

& Jack Meyer

The following is a prayer given by Chaplain

Blough to the flight crews before a Mission —

copied from the “CHURCH CALL* Bulletin:
Sunday, July 30, 1944
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“Prayer at Briefing”
Copied from Church Bulletin July 30, 1944

“O God, Thou who hast created the heavens and
the earth, and in Thy natural law hast made it
possible for man to sustain himself in flight
through the air; we ask again Thy blessings upon
these men as they go out this morning to fly high
into the sky: grant them courage to do a good job,
protect them against the assaults of the enemy,
and may their faith be unfaltering in Thee. We
pray it so in the name of Him who has given us
power over all the things of the earth; in the name
of Jesus Christ, Our Lord.” Amen.

& Chaplain H. R. Blough
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FAX TO JACK MEYER - 317 546 4004
3 Oct 97

Dear Jack,

First, let me beg your forgiveness for not writing
to you, with most sincere condolences about your
son. We lost an adult daughter a few years ago,
and it was the most hurtful blow of my life. It did,
however, lead me to accepting Jesus Christ.

My wife’s illness and our forced move to a new
home plus the fact that she still can not drive,
requires my constant attention. Thus, I had to
“scrub” my plan for the Reunion. She can not be
left alone and mykids and grandkids are working
and back in school.

Ido, however, want to send my warmest greetings
to the Squadron, and I would appreciate it, if my
message attached could beread at the appropriate
time.

First, an item of business.

I am sure that all members of the 783" Bomb Sq
know that we were the first Bomb Sq and
subsequently the only Sq to have a dedicated
plaque on the Memorial Wall at the U.S. Air
Force Academy.

I feel strongly and I trust the majority of 783ers
agree, that the Air Force Academy represents an
important part of the life of every Airman even
though he is not a graduate. The major
contribution wemade during WWII and thebrave
and valiant men who died making that
contribution bonded us, irrevocably, to the Cadets
who will carry on the vital mission of protecting
our most precious flag, Old Glory.

That plaque represents our first step in bonding
to this inspiring institution. And I can assure you
that the Cadets of today respect that bond. I,
herewith propose that we seek the support of our
brothers in the other three squadrons to take a
final step, as we fly into the sunset of our lives to
reinforce that bond with a plan that will directly

support the mission of the Academy. I am
suggesting that we take the necessary steps to
“will” the balance of our Squadron Treasury, in
coordination with a matching commitment from
each of the other Squadrons, to provide the funds
necessary for a specific project which will directly
support the mission of the United States Air
Force Academy.

I have done more than a little “homework” on the
idea, and I finally sat, just yesterday, with the
retired USAF Lt General who handles these
matters. He explained that such contributions
play a vital role at this institution, particularlyin
light of the budget cuts decreed by the current
anti-military administration. So such funds are
most welcome.

However, he did point out that his office already
handles a multitude of such accounts. He added,
not to my surprise, that inasmuch as it requires
as much work to administer a $10,000 account as
it does a $50,000 account their policy is to avoid
accepting the smaller amounts. Isaid Iunderstood
that, but that if we could get the other three
squadrons in the 465th Bomb Group tojoinus, we
would be looking at the larger total. He said that
is what his office is seeking, and I said if it works
for the 465th it could be expected to work for a
substantial number of other Group associations.

Isuggest that, at the business meeting aresolution
to this effect be adopted with the understanding
that I will assistin urging the other Squadrons to
go along.

Give all my warmest regards and prayers and my
apology for not being present. Also, you might
have someone read this excerpt from my memoirs
on the BLUE JEEP.

God bless you and the wonderful men who wore
the “Quid Fit” patch.

£ Burt Andrus
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783RD BOMB SQUADRON ASSOCIATION

JACK ALBERTSON, JR.
ROBERT S. ANDERSON
BURT C. ANDRUS, JR.
RUSSELL AUGHINBAUGH
ALEXANDER S. BARONOSKI
HARRY C. BARTELS, JR.
DR. JOSEPH A. BASTIN
JULUIS N. BAUER
SAM BIER
WLLIAM BITTERMAN
DANIEL S. BOLINSKI
THOMAS L. BRACEY
D. CREED BRIMHALL, DDS
WOODROW W.BROWNING
GEORGE BUDZIEKA
JOSEPH C. BURGESS
JAMES L. CADY
KERRY B. CARNEY
MRS. DORA JO CARTER
JOSEPH CASADEVALL
JESSE CASAUS
PAUL A.CELLA
JAMES T. CHRISTIANSEN
. RUSSEL CHRISTIANSON
SAM CINTOLO
FI0YD V. COFFIELD
VICTOR COHEN
MRS. HARRIET COHEN
LEROY J. CRENSHAW
GEORGE R. CROSS
GLENN C. CUNNINGIHAM
WILFORD D. DAVIS
LARRY G. DECROW
SANDY DeLUCIA
WILLIAM DOUGLAS
MRS. ANNE DUCKWORTH
JAMES H DULITZ
JOSEPH EINECKER
CHARLES L. ELLIS, JR.
AUSTIN F. ENZOR
NYME FARAGE
WEYLAND B. FEELEY
JOSEPH C.FEW
HARRY D. FIKE
WILLIAM L. FISK
JOSEPH C. FORBES
DELBERT S. FORSBERG
JAMES E. FRINER
JOEPH P. GARDNER
JOSEPH P. GARVEY
ISADORE J. GERSTNER
M. LEE GILLESPIE
FRANCIS A. GOPLEN
FLOYD E. GREGORY
LEWIS P. GUIDO
CARROLL T. HACKETT
ROBERT F. HAEFNER
WILLIAM T. HALL
MRS. MAYME HARP

LIFE-MEMBER HONOR ROLL
MRS. MARIE HARRISON
MARGARET HARVEY
PAUL HOOGE
E. BURKE HUBER
MURVALE L. HUSTON
CLEO H. JACKSON
FRED A. JOHNSON, JR.
H. LANSING JONES
GOLDEN N. JONES
GEORGE B. JOSTEN
DUDLEY L. KAHN
DONALD P. KAY
EDWIN R. KEISER
AMOS D. KEY
DR. CHARLES D. KIMBALL
ENDRICK S. KINSLOW
JOHN V. KNAUS
ROGER L. KRAFT
CHARLES W. KUHN
EUGENE KULCZYK
JAMES H. KYES
LINFORD LAVRACK
ROBERT D. LAWSON
JAMES W. LAWTON
ALBERT D. LEWIS
CARL E. LIND
JACK W. LUSCHER
DR. RICHARD P. LYON
RICHARD D. MACHELSKI
CONNIE MAFFEY
MIKE MAGAZZINE
CARL H. MAIN
JAMES C. MANZ
SAM E. MARIE
RICIIARD H. MARSH
DOMINIC A. MAULUCCI
FRANK MAYALL
DOYLE MAYO
MRS. MARGARET McCLOSKEY
RALPH McELYEA
JOSEPH E. McGRATH
JAMFS F. McGUIRK
JOHN F. McNAMEE
DONALD H. MERCIER
JOHN W. MEYER
CARL L. MILBURN
WILLIAM MITCHELL
KENNETH O. MONGE
JOSEPH B. MONTGOMERY
TOMMY MOORE
HAYDEN C. MOOSE
ALVIN MORRIS MURPHY
HARRY F. OGDEN
CARL W. OMAN, SR.
CLARFENCE C. OWENS
STANLEY C. PACE
HERBERT PARKINSON
CHARLES P. PAYNE
EDMUND S. PEREIRA

DWIGHT PERKINS
KENNETH R. PETERS
JOHN L. PLARR
WARREN H. POLSON
MELVIN J. RADEBAUGH
LEWIS A. REBOTTARO
DALE V. REEVES

FRED J. ROBINSON
NICK RODAK

RICHARD K. ROGERS
RICHARD F. ROUNDHOUSE
DONALD M. RUFFALO
KENNETH N. RUSSELL
SHIRLEY M. RUTAN
ORBIN E. RUTLEDGE
SARKIS SAMARGIAN
STEVE SCHULTZ
MERLE J. SCHWARTZ
FRANK C. SEDLAK
MARTIN D. SEILER
ALFRED H. SIEPERT
PIERCE P. SILER

JOHN H. SLAUGHTER
RALPH J. SMITH
VERNON L. SMITH
PAUL J. SMITH
RICHARD L. SNOW
ANDREW E. SNYDER
DR. JAMES A. SPRADLEY
JAMES C. ST. CLAIR
LEWIS L. STANART
JOHN R. STEWART

R. W. STUART

DAVID P. SWANZY
LYNDA MARIE TAYLOR
WILLIAM L. TELLER
MRS ANN TENNILLE
DIONNE THOMAS
PAUL. J. TOBIN
RICHARD H. TRIMMINGHAM
MRS. CHARLOTTE TUCCIO
CLAYTON L. VAN DYKE
WILBUR R. VAUGHN
ERIC W. VOLKMAN
JOHN U. WALKER
HAROLD E.WALTON

E. ERNEST WAYMON
ERNEST C. WEBB
LOUIS H. WEIXELMAN
JOHN J. WILBY
ROBERT E.WILLEKE
ROBERT F. WILLS
WALTER P. WILSON
RICHARD C. WINSTON
HAROLD WINTERS
WALTER W. WITT
ALEXANDER WYLIE
ALBERT J. YATKAUSKAS
WILLIAM J. ZEIGLER
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