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For many of us who are taking it “one day at a
time,” I think that life is taking bigger chunks -
like months. As we are nearing another reunion
we sense the fleeting of time. This is the final
notice for our 783rd Bomb Squadron Reunion in
St. Louis. 1 urge you to get going on your
registrations so that we get to enjoy our
camaraderie and friendship once again, along
with the amenities of the Radisson hotel. The
cut off date is September 25th. Details on
registration, prices and activities are enclosed
and this will be the last L.O.G. published before
the reunion. Ifyou have any questions feel free
to call me, but I don’t have any answers on how
to beat the casinos.

Asin previous years our agenda for the regular
meeting will remain the same, with elections of
Officers and Board of Directors and selection of
the next reunion site. I'm sad to say that our
affable VP, Dr. Joseph Bastin will not serve as
the President because of his health problems.
We wish Joe well. We will have a slate of officers
and if any of our “younger membuers” are
interestedin an office, pleaselet us know. There
are 2 positions open on the Board. We do

welcome any suggestions orideas that you think
should be discussed at the meeting. WRITE.

The disposition of funds on our disbandment
remains to be discussed. George Josten will
presentadetailed proposal for amemorial plaque
at the USAF museum in Dayton. Colonel
Andrus will have a proposal on the scholarship.

I know we will need help in the hospitality room,
and if anyone would like to volunteer, please let
me know. Thanks!

For my wife, Sarah and me, the 783rd Bomb
Squadron and the “Quid-fits” has been an
important part of our lives. We are rewarded
with the many lovely people we met and got to
know. It’s hard to believe that I will be serving
10 years at reunion time, in my expertise as a
“volunteer”. It has been a wonderful and
memorable experience and one we will never
forget. 'm happy I had the honor and privilege
to serve.

I do want to thank all of the Officers and Board
members (whose names are too numerous to
acknowledge at this time) I have served with in
the past and present for their support,



understanding, encouragement, and mostly
their friendship given to me over the many
years. I think all these gentlemen, really an
elite group, have served the 783rd Bomb
Squadron Association well and they deserve
our remembrance and gratitude. And now this
time I don’t want to forget my wife and thank
ber for herloyalty, patience and understanding.
Thanks Hon!

Ihope we continue the “Spirit of the 7 ggrd
in St. Louis” a few more years and the
friendships continue long after our last
reunion.

Charlie Payne writes that John U. Walker is
recovering from a heart attack in February.
John may have to give up driving his new car
because of vision problems. John’s wife, Sarah
Hill, is undergoing chemo and radiation for
cancer. John U. from operations was well liked
and most respected by the combat crews. I'm
sure John would like to hear from the “Guys”. I
talked to John recently, and he says “they are
going to make it,” but sadly he will not make
this reunion.

Esther Plarr, the wife of John Plarr from the
transportation sectionis alsoundergoing similar
treatments for cancer. From what Charlie tells
me, his gang kept those old “heaps” operable
and “the crews enjoyed their thrilling rides to
the flight line.” My, how long ago! !

Frank Goplen’s wife Edith underwent surgery
last September and Frank hopes that if all
progresses satisfactorily they will try to make
the reunion.

I received an interesting letter from Sandy and
Iris DeLucia. Sandy another of our ailing
members, remains in high spirit despite his
prostrate cancer and heart problems - all under
control, and Iris is still writing her poetry and
pow dabbingin water colors. Sandy was a waist
gunner on Jim May’s crew and related that

Nick Rodak, Jim’s co-pilot, worked well together
to get the crew out of alot of dangerous situations.

In civilian life, Sandy did alot of world traveling
with the FAA.

Our deepest sympathies go out to our Treasurer
and “my mentor” Jack Meyer and his wife Ruth
and family on the sudden death of their son,
Rich.

Attimeslike these we seem tobe haplessbecause
our words may sound useless, so I wish you
would remember our sick and ailing 783rd
members and their families in your prayers and
remember those who have passed away. Thanks.

It pays to advertise!! A “LOST SOUL” has been
discovered from a reunion notice that I had
submitted in the VFW magazine. The gentleman
is Art Perkins. He was in the original cadre at
McCook as a ground crew specialistin the power
turrets and armament and installing gun
cameras. Before McCook Art was also a gunnery
instructor in Tucson, AZ and in civilian life he
was an accountant and presently he is
undergoing chemo for liver cancer. We wish him
well. Art’s home address is 4493 E. 2552 Road,
Leland, IL 60531 PH# - 815-498-2943.

Obituaries
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Joseph Brooks Montgomery died
June 20, 1997 in Sacramento
California. Beloved husband of
Gladys Montgomery, and loving

father of Larry Montgomery of Michigan and
the late Joan Dseres, grandfather of Joseph
Andrew Montgomery.

Joe was a native of St. Paul, Minnesota, age 81
years.

Services were held at St. Andrews United
Methodist church in Sacramento.



™ ;’ L SRS A R Directions:
Radlssgn H OtEl Located one mile from Lambert International
s BT N N,y Sl Airport with easy accessto all corporatelocations.
e na 2| Accomodations:
P 353 guest rooms. 2 Presidential Suites, and 4
Executive Suites with walk-out balconies. there
are two telephones, a work station, and remote
control cable television with ESPN, CNN, and
TBS in every guest room.
Restaurants and Lounges:
| TGI Friday’s features causal dining with both
| outdoorand atrium entrances. Clouds Restaurant
for breakfast and available for lunch and dinner
by special appointment. The atrium lobby lounge
is a delightful Piano Bar where you can unwind
while enjoying the beauty of our sensational
atrium.
, Recreation and Leisure:

Indoor heated pool, jacuzzi, fully equipped exercise
room, game room, and free shuttle service to
Northwest Shopping Center.

General Information:

Room service, free parking, 24 hour
: complimentary airport shuttle, gift shop, safe-
~=18 deposit boxes.

& For Futher Information:

Call us direct at (314) 291-6700.
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Followingis the Mission History for the Florisdorf
Oil Refinery attack on 8 July 1944:

(Mission No. 41 for 465th)
On 8 July 1944, target; Vienna, Austria
Flying Time: 7 hours and 30 minutes

Fifteenth Air Force History for 8 July 1944:

520-plus Heavy Bombers attack targets in
Vienna area, bombing Refineries at Vosendorf
and Korneuburg, Airfield at Zwolfaxing,
Markersdorfand Munchendorfand Marshalling
Yard and Oil Storage at Vienna/Florisdorf and
Airfield at Veszprem. Fighters fly well over 200
Sorties in support of Heavy Bomber Missions
which are opposed by more than 100 Fighters.
14 US aircraft are lost. Heavy Bombers and
Fighters claim more than 50 fighters shot down.

465th Bomb Group History for 8 July 1944:

HEADQUARTERS 465TH BOMBARDMENT
GROUP (H) AAF
APO 520
U. S. ARMY

8 July 1944
SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report.

TO: Commanding Officer, 55th Bombardment
Wing
APO 520, U.S. ATTENTION: A-2.

1. 22 a/c of 23 scheduled took off at 0630 hours
on 8 July 1944, in two (2) attack units to attack
the Florisdorf Oil Refinery and M/Y at Vienna,
Austria. The first attack unit was led by Lt. Col.
JOSHUA H. FOSTER and due to the number of
early returns the group was re-formed into one
attack unit with two boxes echeloned left, when
it went over the target.

2. Group assembly took place as scheduled over
Andria at 0717 hours at 9,000 feet. Wing
rendezvous was accomplished over Spinazzola
at 0737 hours at 9,000 feet.

3. There were 8 a/c returning early. One a/c
returned due to smashed plexiglas window which
causedinjury to a crew member on take-off. This
a/clanded immediately thereafter withits bombs.
Two a/c returned shortly after takeoff due to
severe gas leaks in “Tokyo” tanks. One of these
brought its bombs back and the other jettisoned
its bombs at 0747 hours at 41 55SN- 16 50 E (in
Adriatic), one a/c returned 20 minutes after
takeoff with all its bombs due to an engine
failure. The remaining 4 a/c returned early
because of engine failures between Zagreb and
Lake Balaton. One of these brought its bombs
back, one jettisoned all its bombs at 45 10 N-
1610 E in order to keep altitude, one a/c salvoed
10 bombs at 1110 hours in Split, Yugoslavia
harbor from 14,200 feet with unobserved results,
one a/c jettisoned its bombs at 1000 hours in an
open field at 15 35 N-47 05 E.

4. Flak at the target was IAH and none was
encountered enroute. 40 to 50 ME 109’s and FW
190’s and 4 ME 410’s were observed in the target
areabetween 1037 hours and 1050 hours. There
were from 20 to 25 encounters with ME 109’s
and 190’s. The following tactics and markings
were reported:

a. One a/c was attacked by 3ME 109’sin trail
stack-up at 0830 o’clock and 3 ME 109’s in
trail stack-up at 6 o’clock at 1038 hoursin the
target area. All six made aggressive attacks
closing to 50 yards and breaking under. They
were dirty gray in color with green stripes
around the fuselage.

b. Three ME 109’s at 6 o’clock and 1 ME 109
at 11 o’clock attacked one a/c at 1039 hours
closing to 1,000 yards and were chased away
by P-51’s. Several of these a/c had yellow
noses and tails and some had checkered tails.



c. At 1045 hours, 2 ME 109’s attacked 1 a/c
and 4 ME 109’s attacked another a/c from 6
o’clock low, closing to 800 yards and then
passing both sides of the a/c and down. One
had red markings on nose and tail.

d. Four FW 190’s attacking 1 a/c at 6 o’clock
and closing to 100 yards before breaking
away, at 1100 hours about 60 miles south of
the target.

e.Two ME 109’s at 1042 hours attacked at 12
oclock closing to 300 yards and breaking
away to the right at 8 o’clock.

f. One a/c was attacked by 1 FW 190 at 2
o’clock high at 1045 hours and an ME 109
from 7 o’clock level at 1047 hours. The FW
190 closed to 400 yards and the ME 109 to
200 yards. The ME 109 fell off on one wing to
the right while the FW 190 went straight
down. The ME 109 was blue-gray and the
FW 190 had a blue and gold band around the
gray fuselage.

g. One ME 109 at 1044 hours attack at 4:30
o’clock low turned sharply to the left past 6
o'clock and went into a dive. Just after
passing the L.P. 4 SEF with red noses made
a head on attack slightly high, from one
o’clock out of the sun closing to 200 yards
before turning away. These a/c were fired
upon by the gunners until they turned when
they were identified as P-51’s. None of these
a/cwere shotdown and there was noapparent
damage. The following claims were made: 5
ME 109’s destroyed, 2 FW 190’s destroyed, 1
ME 109 probably destroyed, 2 ME 109’s
damaged.

5. 14 a/c went over the target at 1037 hours at
22,800 feet. 342 tons of 500 1b. G.P. bombs with
.1 nose and .01 and .025 mixed tail fuses were

ropped. 2borabs were jettisoned in the Adriatic
on return after hanging up over the target due
to rack malfunction. Photographs show the
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target area completely covered and numerous
hits in the oil refinery.

6. The weather enroute to the target was as
follows: 2/10s scattered cumulus with visibility
30 miles; at the target CAVU; on return, 2/10s
scattered cumulus with visibility 30 miles.

7. The following observations were noted:

5 B-24’s were seen to explode or crash in
the target area, either because of flak or fighter
attacks. 10 parachutes were seen to open from
1 a/c, 9 from another, 3 from another, and none
from another. Papa a/d at 1050 hours, 9 SEF on
the ground, 30 single and twin engine a/c on
ground at Tulln a/d. Parndorfa/d, 48 00 N 16 54
E at 1040 hours, 15 to 25 a/c on ground.

8. 13 a/clanded at 1325 hours. There were no
personnel casualtiesbut one a/cwaslost. Aircraft
number 42-52420, Blue “L” piloted by Lt.
JUMPER was hit by flak over the target and lost
an engine. This a/c fell behind and was attacked
by 4 FW 190’s, E/A/C was shot down but the B-
24, losing another engine, forced the crew tobail
out at 47 15 N - 17 20 E at approximately 1102
hours. 10 parachutes were seen to leave the a/
c. 10 a/c were slightly damaged and 1 a/c was
seriously damaged by flak.

9. The route was flown as briefed.
R C. PEASE

Major, Air Corps,
S2.



