783RD LATRINE-O-GRAM

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
October 1994

Itis Wednesday, just two days after putting Jack Meyer, our secretary, on an airplane
back to Indianapolis. I get tired just thinking about his travel schedule! I became acquainted
with Jack in Reno, and as we corresponded, in line of duty, we discovered that we had both
had an interest in Frank Leahy, who coached first at Boston College and then at Notre Dame.
To make a long story short, Jack graciously invited me to be his guest at last Saturday's Notre
Dame-Boston College game in Boston! I thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and I think Jack
had fun, too. It was a good game, though it was all B.C. I think Jack had as much fun on the
"T" - the Boston subway, as he did at the game. No, we didn't "ride forever neath the streets
of Boston". Another huge reunion bonus for me.

Here's another Bob Vaughan story. Bob was radio operator on the same crew on which I
was bombardier. The day Pilegard's crew was shot down, Bob picked up a letter for one of his
buddies, Fred Robinson, his counterpart on Pilegard's crew. The letter was from Fred's sister.
Five days later, our crew went down in France, and Fred's letter was in Bob Vaughan's effects
- at Pantanella. Guess when it was delivered. At the reunion in Atlanta - September, 1989!

I'had a call from George Josten to follow up his notice in the J uly (August?) L-O-G re
the business to be taken up in Nashville. We do plan to act on a proposal for disposition of
funds upon disbandment of the Association. Burt Andrus is to present a proposal at our busi-
ness meeting in Nashville. There was talk of doing something at the AF Academy with the
funds. Perhaps the Air Force Aid Society, the official charity of the US Air Force, should also
be considered as a possible beneficiary.

As discussed in Reno, a membership enlargement proposal offering wives, widows and
children of the 783rd a more active role in the Association, will be presented by Frank Goplen.
Mike Magazzine will present a slate of officers, and a slate of new directors. Mike heads up
the nominating committee, and if any of you have suggestions, send them to Mike. His
address is listed in the L-O-G. In our next issue, I will ask you to be thinking about another
issue for Nashville. Please, also, give us your input re tours in Nashville. Refer to last quar-
ter's Latrine-O-Gram. I hope to see you all in Nashville in less than a year.

Ralph J. Smith
Friends: Disncy World NOW HAS affordable hotels on its premises. The SHADES OF

GREEN Resort for active and ex-military folks. Phone 407-824-3400 Fax 407-
824-3460 or 407-827-7200 I'm paying $61/nite in November JWM



A letter from our immediate PAST PRESIDENT----Thanks, Bob----

5100 John D. Ryan #714
San Antonio, TX 78245
September 5, 1994

Dear Jack:

[ know [ have rambled trying to give you something you could use. Cut it where needed
because of space.

When Jack Meyer asked me to write something for the L.O.G., I began looking
over my notes that I had and especially those used when we put together the Presidents'
Book. First, it's hard to believe that one year from now we will be meeting again and for
the 7th time. In other words, a total of 14 years will have gone by since Colorado Springs.
That's a lot of water under the bridge. In past reunions, we have gone from a high of 214
at Dayton to a low of 138 at Reno. Which of our past six reunions stands out as being dif-
ferent -- something special -- the best? My answer to that would be to say Colorado
Springs "maybe" would fit the bill, but only because we had 177 get together for the first
time since many of us left Italy. In Las Vegas we had 186, Atlanta 167, and in San
Antonio we had 157. A second point I have thought about is what would I change to per-
haps make each reunion a little better. Before the Reno reunion when I was President, |
thought long and hard about this and finally concluded I would not change a thing - that
couldn't make anyone of the five past reunions any better than they were. Each was unique
and special in its own way. Anyway it isn't the reunion or the place that makes a differ-
ence, it is the people. I am convinced that while I was in office, the success of our sixth
reunion was simply due to the hard work of all that helped make it so. For this I would
like to congratulate and thank them, and of course all others, who have made the past six
reunions the best we could have. I'm sure I speak for all members of the 783rd on this.

Rosella and I are doing ok and are looking forward to Nashville. Our main interest
these days is our one and only granddaughter who is a senior in high school and is on the
golf team. This summer she qualified for a PGA Championship Junior Golf Tournament
in Great Falls, Montana, and another at West Palm Beach, Florida. Her High School Team
won the Texas 4A State Tournament for the second year in a row. She shot a 67 the first
day of this year's tournament. That tells the story. We will follow her wherever she plays
this next year.

QUID FIT and see you next September.

All The Best

i



This message is from your Secretary of the 783rd Bomb Squadron Association

WHY does a guy like me "DO" the work involved in getting this [-O-G organized and printed and mailed?

because people like Dora Jo Carter (widow of W. Luther Carter) take the time to send her check for a
LIFE MEMBERSHIP in the 783rd Bomb Squadron Association, "If my husband were alive, he would
want to be a 'life" member." Dora goes on to compliment the officers of the 783rd and to tell us the
'newsletter is very interesting'. THANK YOU, Dora Jo.

because as I've matured, [ have become deeply appreciative of the work that was done during the WAR
by the men of the 783rd...especially the tedious work of the PILOTS on our airplanes. I finally got it
into my head "WHY" the pilots didn't PLAY POKER with me until midnite most nights----(Ken
Linwood played good poker)----it was because they had HARD PHYSICAL WORK to do FLYING
FORMATION to and from our target areas. (We crew members who were not pilots did little that

required physical energy.) A SPECIAL THANKS to the hard-working airplane commanders and their
co-pilots!!!!!"),

because Harold Winters writes to report his bride had a breast removed and is doing well without

medication...and that George Bevington's wife died two years ago...and that Joe Hoffman died a year
ago...these were folks connected with Paul Cella's crew. Harold also announces that he's LOOKING
forward to joining us at NASHVILLE, TN in 1995. He also sent his 'life' membership fee. THANK

because this effort improves the 'fellowship' of the 783rd----my interaction with your President, Ralph
Smith----a 'dedicated’' man. Ralph was "SO NICE" a couple weeks back when he helped me enjoy the
State of Maine with him and KAY SMITH at their home AND, very importantly, he guided me into
BOSTON, where we got onto THE "MTA" and had a valuable (85¢) ride from northern Boston all the
way OUT to the Boston College campus and the B.C./Notre Dame football game. TRULY a
QUALITY week-end.

because our fine VICE PRESIDENT (and his bride, Sarah) drove to INDY last Tuesday and we went
together to Nashville, TN. We got to the TAPING of TWO NIGHTS of "MUSIC CITY TONITE"
(Nashville TV network). We took the DINNER/SHOW PADDLE-WHEELER ride on the
Cumberland River out of Opryland. We also looked around the town of Nashville & visited a hotel the
783rd might use in 1995. Mike and Sarah (and my bride, Ruthie) are FUN to travel with.

because our TREASURER, Joe Bastin, who lives NEAR "HOPTOWN" Kentucky on PARADISE
POINT on Lake Barkley, is such a great HOST and a COOL handler of the Squadron's BUCKS---Joe's
a part-time banker and mostly retired EYE DOCTOR. He's GOOD at what he does.

because my CO-SECRETARY, George Josten, is such a serious-minded member of the 783rd---he has
gotten into writing a bit for our L-O-G and he's really QUITE GOOD in picking his topics for the
BUSINESS side of the 783rd.

THANKS for reading along,
TA<K
reverR



The following is from our CO-SECRETARY, the dynamic GEORGE JOSTEN (a fellow Hoosier)
MAILING LISTS, MEMBERSHIP LISTS, POST CARDS, VOLUNTEERS

Just how long will it take those of you who get this L-O-G and who are not members (paid, that is)
of the 783rd Squadron Association to get the message?

What message? Well, we who volunteer time to the L-O-G would like to know if you are interested
enough in it so that you will send us a 19¢ post card and simply say so. Tell us that you do want to
continue to receive the L-O-G and confirm your name, address and phone number as shown on the
mailing address of the L-O-G. All paying members have their data on file with us but if you have
some changes for us, send us a card also.

Send all cards to: 783rd Bomb Squadron Association
c/o Mike Magazzine
24023 East Oakland Road
Bay Village, OH 44140
If you want to start paying dues, it's $15 per year or $50 for your lifetime. Send dues to:
Dr. Joe Bastin
6800 Blue Spring Road
Cadiz, KY 42211
Here's a couple of worthwhile phone numbers for you to take note of:
Retired Pay: (Cleveland office) 1-800-321-1080.
Death of Retiree: (by next of kin) 1-800-433-0048.
The availability of the book "LIBERATOR" as written and issued by General Dynamics Convair
(Consolidated Aircraft) is only $5.00 plus postage and a simple request by you. Send your money
and address to: Barbara McDonald
General Dynamics Convair
P.O. Box 85377
San Diego, CA 92186
(Phone: 619-542-6757)
The above information per courtesy of Stan Pace.

If there are any among you who have had a vacation at one of the resorts managed by the Armed
Forces, (Shades of Green in Orlando or Hale Koa hotel in Hawaii), perhaps you could share your
experience and comments about it. Was it a worthwhile trip, no hassle, etc.? Of course, any of you
that might have vacationed in Germany or South Korea are also welcome to write about it.

Gene F. Moxley has written a poem about the 465th Bomb Group. Here are parts of it:
"The Squadrons were numbered from 780 through 783. An outstanding bomb group they
were destined to be.
"They were based in Pantanella in sunny Italy, where they flew their many missions to
keep all of us free".
"So let us say a prayer of thanks to all these men. For without their gallant effort, who
know's what might have been".
"We will never forget you though many years have passed. You left with us an impression
that will forever last".
"So's here to the men of the 465th, God bless you one and all. Your job was tough and
deadly".
The full text was published in the Spring/Summer 1994 issue of the Liberator's Club magazine
called "BRIEFING".
Take it from there Jack, unless you want /
something else, [



I WISH TO CREDIT DAVE MAYHEW FOR THE "MEMO OF THE A-BOMB" IN OUR APRIL
L-O-G. DAVE WAS THE CHIEF OF PHOTOGRAPHY FOR THE AIRMAN MAGAZINE. DAVE
RETIRED A SR. MASTER SERGEANT AFTER 20 YEARS OF INTERESTING SERVICE IN THE
AIR FORCE.

AUSTIN F. ENZOR I""THE ENZOR FAMILY OPERATED
P.O. BOX 115 A WELL KNOWN ICE-CREAM
SANTEE, SC 29142 PARLOR IN THE 'earlies"

IN ORLANDO, FL. RIGHT??

GENE KULCZYK, YOUR SONG WILL BE IN THE NEXT L-O-G.

WE'RE LOOKING FOR RECOMMENDATIONS OR NOMINA-
TIONS FOR BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE NEXT 1995
REUNION & ALSO SITE SELECTIONS FOR 1997 REUNION.
NORFOLK, THE POCONOS, AND BOSTON HAVE BEEN
SUGGESTED.

This is the END of Mike Magazzine's report.

Your Secretary continues-----

LATE NEWS FLASH from Golden Nathan Jones: Golden sayeth that, HAROLD S. BARLEY'S
'correct FONE NUMBER is 915-751-4353. Everyone please "call" Harold and tell him how glad you
ARE to have his corrected FONE number. (Harold, please count the calls and tell me "how many you
received". (Jack Meyer) 11/1/94 now we can go to PRESS-----JWM.

I AM PROCEEDING------

FILLING OUT THIS SHEET of paper (rather than SHRINKING it)-----

My long term friend, Dick Kannally, a retired MEDIC (doctor) is an interesting personality----he has the
highest PSA---a result of a TEST of prostate for cancer----1 have ever heard of---WAY up in the hund-
reds. I asked Dick what he's going to have DONE to his body to control this cancerous condition:
"Jack, if I go thru the whole entire regimen of current treatment/surgery for my prostatic condition, I'll
likely live to be 80 or 81 years of age. BUT, if I do not have all the currently available regimen of treat
ment/surgery for my prostatic condition, I'll likely live to be 80 or 81 years of age without all the distress
of the treatment regimen available now." (Dick is typical of the QUALITY of personal friends in my
life.) He's also SAVING MEDICARE a s--- POT of money with his approach to his personal health
care. JWM



