783RD LATRINE-O-GRAM

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
July 1994

As | write this, it is July 12 and it is fifty years ago this date that our crew went down over
Southern France. Actually, our crew plus Bill Nelson who had had a crew, was at that time Ass't
Operations Officer, I believe, and was flying co-pilot with us that day. I'm sure none of our crew
will forget July 12, and of course we pause to remember our pilot, Bob Swanzy and our ball turret
gunner, Lupe Montana who made the supreme sacrifice that day.

I just received a phone call from Walt Wilson, our tail gunner. Walt now lives in Florida and
has attended the reunions in Dayton, Atlanta and San Antonio. Walt was planning a trip this
Spring to Southern France, to the area where we spent six weeks with the French Underground. I
believe he was inspired by the trip made there a few years ago by Wynona Swanzy Prince, Bob's
widow. Sadly, Walt suffered multiple heart attacks and had to undergo two or three sessions of
angioplasty. He tells me he is on the mend, but he has dropped his plans for a return to France.

I have had favorable comments on "Into the Guns of Ploesti". I am pleased that it has gener-
ated correspondence and phone calls with Charlie Payne, Sam Marie and Charlie Ellis. I have the
book again and will lend (send) it to whomever asks for it. I have also available copies of Target
Pardubice as well as write-ups of our crew's last mission and adventures in France. The reports on
our mission do not feature the research evident in the Ploesti and Pardubice stories, but I do have
my version and one by Charles Cripps our top turret gunner with Walt Wilson's "on the way". 1
will send copies to anybody who is interested.

Regarding Parbudice, Russ Christianson went down with Tom Clark and Russ tells me he
had 49 missions, was on nos. 50 & 51. It was apparently a pick-up crew. According to our histo-
ry, Russ was on Floyd Coffield's crew. I knew that Dick Higgins had done 51 missions, but poor
Russ did it the hard way. I'm sure the irony didn't escape Russ as he sat in the POW camp. Are
there any more of you out there who flew more than 50?

Joe Einecker has agreed to handle the golf at Nashville '95. He also has some helpers lined
up. If any of you are familiar with Nashville, I would like to hear from you about desirable or
popular tours there. Some that have been mentioned to us are: (1) Tour of Nashville including
driving by homes of celebrities, visiting Ryman Auditorium & Country Music Hall of Fame. (2)
Trip to Opryland USA, the musical showpark. (3) Tour of Hermitage, Andrew Jackson's home.
(4) Attend show at the Grand Old Opry. (5) Riverboat cruise of Cumberland River and downtown
Nashville on the General Jackson.

We will book at least a couple and as usual, you can sign up or not. But, we can't book them
all and due to the size of our group, we can't book two at one time. So, if any of you have strong
feelings, please make them known.

One final note. In the roster which we received at Reno, please note that the telephone area
code for the San Antonio area is shown as 201 but in fact it is 210. We have several members in
that area.

Get ready, guys and gals, it is only 14 months away.

Ralph J. Smith



To: THOSE INTERESTED IN PRESERVATION OF 783rd SQUADRON ASSN.

These are comments related to the business needing attention at the next reunion or at the Board of
Directors meeting prior to reunion.

An agenda of business items should be determined by the Board and submitted to the
L-O-G for publication so that all members may see what lies ahead.

Our squadron membership will continually decline in numbers because of our age. No
amount of solicitation for new members will keep up with the attrition rate now in effect.
By our next reunion, our numbers will be 425. In 1997, our numbers will be approx.
255. (Data from last reunion at Reno).

Membership lists currently include both paying and non-paying persons. There should
be NO non-paying members unless a hardship case is evident or requested by a non-
paying member. Non-payers have had ample time to express an interest. Apparently
they are not. They should be dropped from the mailing list after ample notices have been
issued.

The 783rd Squadron should NOT join in with any other squadron or group. If we were
to do so, the 783rd would lose it's comraderie and identity forever. The 783rd should go
it alone until we can no longer "go it".

The L-O-G can be used over the next few issues for the purpose of advising all members of the
business to be conducted at the next reunion. This will no doubt stir up many members and per-
haps it will strengthen all of us in the resolve to make the 783rd stronger than ever.

Business carry-overs from the 1993 reunion include the following:

(1) Red Huber Voting status of survivors/relatives of the deceased member.
(2) Col. Andrus Options for a squadron memorial.
(3) (? WHERE) Location of our next (1997) reunion.

SOCIAL REPORT:

June 26th thru 28th were the days of conflict this last month. Four crusty and rusty old
members of the PASTURE-POOL 783rd met in Davenport, Iowa and did play golf each
day. Frank Golpen, Norm Lund, George Josten and Harry Fike (the host) were the
winners. Yes all of us, for even trying to do it. All spouses were there and did also play
(except Doris Josten who was in California). We did spread the fame and notoriety of
our squadron wherever we went. I encourage all other members to plan some get-to-
gethers especially as a crew. What a great time we did have!!!

George B. Josten, Co-Secretary of
the 783rd. Member 783rd sqdn.

ATTENTION: Stan Pace
Please consider and tell your Secretaries, Jack Meyer and George Josten, where we might
acquire several copies of the BOOK, THE LIBERATOR by the Consolidated Aircraft

Corporation (Convair Division). We believe this to be an excellent book to share around
the Squadron.

THANKS, Stan.



783RD BOMB SQUADRON ASSOCIATION
NEW LIFE MEMBERS

JACK ALBERTSON, JR.
WILLIAM BITTERMAN
GEORGE BUDZIEKA
JESSE CASAUS

JAMES H. DULITZ
AUSTIN F. ENZOR
ISADORE J. GERSTNER
JOHN V. KNAUS
TOMMY MOORE
JOHN A. STEWART
ROBERT F. WILLS
RICHARD C. WINSTON

TUSON, AZ .
HOUSTON, TX
BROOKLYN, NY

ALBUQUERQUE, NM .
ATACADERO, CA
ORLANDO, FL

CHEYENNE WELLS, WY

KANSAS CITY, MO
NASHVILLE, TN
JACKSONVILLE, AL
CLARKSTON, MI
THORNWOOD, NY

OUR TOTAL LIFE MEMBERSHIP
TO-DATE IS: 63

$50.00 QUALIFIES A MEMBER
FOR A LIFE-MEMBERSHIP.
THIS IS OPTIONAL BUT OTHER
DUES OR DONATIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER: HAROLD S. BARLEY PI

T, PHILOSPHER & 18-WHEELER

6145 QUAIL AVE. #136
EL PASO, TX 79924
(915)-715-4353

GOLDEN N. JONES LOCATED HAROLD,
ONE OF HIS FLIGHT CREW MEMBERS,
A GUNNER.

GOLDEN ALSO INFORM US THAT ELBERT K. STRADER, ANOTHER GUNNER ON HIS CREW

PASSED AWAY LAST YEAR. NO DETAILS.

ALEXANDER BARONOSKI
56 MICHIGAN STREET
WINCHESTER, NH 03470

WAYLAND B. FEELY
4400 NORWOOD STREET
MIDLAND, TX 79707

RICHARD E. HIGGINS
18 C ST. BIRCHHILL ESTATE
BANGOR, ME 04401

EUGENE M. KIPP
4815 JEDDO RD.
BURTCHVILLE, MI 48059

ALPHONSE MISURACA
8745 C. SW 92 PLACE
OCALA, FL 34481

MERLE J. SCHWARTZ LAWRENCE D. SEIGLER RICHARD L. SNOW
2904 E. SUNSET DR.
BELLINGHAM, WA 98226 CO SPRINGS, CO 80917

9221 GITTINGS RD.
RACINE, WI 53406

5990 ARAPAHO RD.
DALLAS, TX 75248

ROSTER UPDATES

JOHN V. BROGAN
38-1 WOODLAND HILLS DR.
SOUTHGATE, KY 41071

DELBERT FORSBERG
3001 S. PLAYER STREET
SIERRA VISTA, AZ 85635

RUDOLPH C. HENSON
1001 MEADOW LANE
WHARTON, TX 77488

JOHN V. KNAUS
205 W. 124TH STREET
KANSAS CITY, MO 64145

GENE F. MOXLEY
P.O. BOX 252
WRIGHT CITY, MO 63390

VANCE V. BEATTY ESTATE
P.O. BOX 27466
LAS VEGAS, NV 89126

MRS. GILBERTE GALLLAGHER
3220 42ND ST. WEST
BRADENTON, FL 34205

JAMES HUDSON
841 N. KEYSTONE AVE.
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46201

JACK W. LUSCHER
13990 N.W. JACKSON SCH. RD.
HILLSBORO, OR 97124

STEVE M. PITONIAK
6540 RUTGERS RD.
EAST SYRACUSE, NY 13057

MRS. SARA P. VAN HORN
2735 ALTEZA LANE

EAST COAST
REUNION 97?

OUR "FAR EASTERNERS" ARE LOOKING FOWARD FOR A '97 RE-

UNION ON THE EAST COAST. NORFOLK AND THE POCONOS HAS
ALREADY BEEN SUGGESTED. TO HELP ME PREPARE A 1997 BAL-
LOT, PLEASE MAIL TO ME YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS. THANKS.

783rd

MIKE MAGAZZINE
24023 E. Oakland Rd.

BOMB SQUADRON Bay Village, OH 44140




"Thoughts 50 Years Later"
Part 3
Donald P. Kay

The 783rd was renowned for its parties and as a result there was always an overflow crowd at the Club from
other Squadrons. At my first party, after joining the Squadron, one of our most frequent attendees, Chuck Harding
Armament Officer in one of the other Squadrons), cornered me. His favorite stunt was to hang by his toes from
the roof rafters. That was easy to do as there was no ceiling in the Club. Right in the middle of his "act" he slipped
and landed "splat" on the tile floor. He apgeared to be knocked out, so "Young Donald" rushed to his aid and think-
ing he was unconscious, called Doc Kimball for help. Doc, being an old timer concerning this "act", came right
over and grabbed Chuck's hand. Up he jumped and rointed at me and let out a big laugh! Boy, was my face red!
Since those parties were so successful, we were usua ly able to get some female companionship. Either Red Cross
girls or nurses from a nearby field hospital. Don't ever remember any "local talent" attending. That's saved for the
movies and books! One party in particular stands out in my mind as we had a number of attractive South African
nurses - called "Sisters". ~ After the party, Jack Meyer and 1, plus a couple of others escorted the gals back to the
hospital in Barletti in a weapons carrier. ‘It was a fun trip. Instead of bars on their shoulders - identifying rank - the
Breta had "Pips." The nurse I was escorting wanted one of my gold bars, so I gave her one in exchange for one of
her "Pips." I still have it attached to the zipper pull on my A-2 jacket. One of the few souvenirs from WWII.
ere's no doubt that everyone remembers the "Buzz Jobs" put on by the "Checker Tailed" P-51's from the
325th Fighter Group. They'd come roaring through the valley between our Squadron and Group at tree-top level.
They did a helluva job! One day some of us were wandering around the area when out of the West came a B-17
flying low and losing altitude. It was about "return from mission time", so we were alarmed at it's course. The first
thought was that it's crew had bailed out and it was on auto-pilot and about to crash. It was heading straight for the
tents on the hill housing the other Squadrons in the 465th. Just as it passed over our site of the valley, the pilot
anked back on the controls and roared over the his with little to spare. One great Buzz Job, but it sure scared the
Kell out of us. We could envision plane and bodies scattered all over the area.  Often wondered how the troops felt
watching that B-17 coming towards them.

As we all know, some of those long missions raised cane with our bladders! Late in 1944 we were briefed to
bomb German troops with "Brag Bombs." Fred Johnson's crew was leading the Squadron and "The Beast" was our
co-pilot, as usual. As we returned on the IP and headed for the target, I called "bomb bay doors coming open" and
hit the switch. Nothing happened as far as I could tell, so I tried again. After a number of futile attempts Harry
Green (our new Navigator) and Otto Sacks (our Engineer), we gave up and dropped out of the formation. As soon
as we reached the Adriatic Sea and let down to around 5,000 feet, the "ice" melted and the doors opened. This
problem was caused by "The Beast" who'd "relieved himself" earlier in the Bomb Bay and had forgotten to "crack
the doors" when finished. Can't remember whether we killed a few fish or brought the bombs back to Base.
Needless to say, we carried an empty 5 gallon oil can on future missions. I still needle The Beast about this event.

"Quid Fit"
Thanks, Don
Don Kay was a cadet at Nashville in the spring of 1943.

Our friend, Golden Nathan Jones

A Friend
Friend is a word that I don't throw around A friend will stick by you and even take you home
Tho it's used and abused, I still like the sound And sometimes remind you you're not alone ENGLEMAN
I save it for people who have done right by me Or even so gently pull you back to the ground ¢
And I'know I can count on if ever need be. When you think you can fly with no one around. w
It's a good feeling when you don't have to care A hug or a shake, what ever seems right, I suggest a reconciliation “"””l
About choosing your words or being quite fair And keeping in touch - I am thinking tonight the stock market rebounds.
Cause friends just listen and let it go by All the amount of money and glory to men
Those words you don't mean and not bat an eye.  Can't hold a candle to the worth of a Friend.
A friend will stop by and pass the time of day
Tho they may be busy while on their way Glenn & Lois Cunningham MAY 30, 1994
They will share with you - sorrow and grief 1320 Preusser NATIONAL REVIEW

And not argue in what you believe. San Angelo, TX 76903



