783RD LATRINE-O-GRAM

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT January 1994

As we start a new year, I would like you to know that we are working on the Nashville Reunion for 1995. I hope we can have
some more definite information in the April issue of the "Latrine-O-Gram".

Last quarter I said I would have something more to say about the categories of crews - and the lack of future reference to same.
I just wanted to point out the terms are nebulous. Our crew (Swanzy’s) left McCook with the 783rd in mid-February, 1994,
with a brand new airplane. That is one identification. In early December, 1943, several of us came up from first phase training
in Tucson. Some of the crews, like Allen, Greenwood, Kara, Nelson, Rogers, Swanzy and Vorhies, were either assigned to the
783rd then or ended up there before we left for Italy. We were very much the "newcomers". In fact, our crew officers were
assigned billets, not the 783rd people, but in the yestibule of rooms occupied by some 781st crews. Several crews were already
in place in the 783rd - eleven of them, I think - and it took us awhile to be accepted. This is not a reflection on the 783rd, but
rather in human beings. One of the things I noticed, and which really pleased me, when I returned to the 783rd area at
Pantanella after six weeks with the French Underground, was the fact that crew members who wouldn’t have been socializing
six weeks earlier were noticeably close - bonded by what they were doing in common. I submit that these reunions accomplish
the same thing. Bo Bolinski is still special to me because he is the only remaining bombardier who went through those McCook
days with me. By the same token I count it a special blessing to have come to know Floyd Gregory, Jim McCloskey, Andy
Anderson, Harry Fike, Charlie Payne - and so many others - through the reunions. Vive the 783rd, as we used to say in France.

Since last time, I have read "Into the Guns of Ploesti" by Leroy Newby, a bombardier in the 460th Bomb Group. I found it
fascinating, especially since Newby seemed to be a month ahead of me all the way through - bombardier school, phase training,
Oudna, Italy, etc. I didn’t follow his tracks, but I was a month behind him most of the way. It is published by Motorbooks
International. If anyone is interested, I will be happy to lend - and send - it to the first one who writes and asks.

Right now I am reading "Big Week" by Glenn Infield. I am deeply engrossed in it. It is the story of the maximum heavy
bomber effort of February 20 to 25, 1944. Now I know why our crew had to surrender our airplane to the 376th Bomb Group
in Italy on February 28, 1944. It had been a rough week for the 8th and 15th Air Forces - and the Luftwaffe.

Remember Nashville and 1995.
Ralph Smith

MESSAGE FROM COLONEL ANDRUS
President Ralph Smith’s wonderful report on the Reno Reunion mentioned my remarks at San Antonio about no further
reference to "air echelon" as opposed to "ground echelon". I said this because of an edict attributed to Gen. LeMay, "If you

think you are a ’hot pilot’, just remember you will never get to your assigned target unless you have a 'hot crew chief’!"

Those who are interested in the only flying B-24J, the All American, will be pleased to know that the 465th Group Colors will
go back on the left vertical stabilizer for the year '94.

As we "fly into the sunset”, let’s remember the heroic Quid Filters who paid the full price in the war we were permitted to win,
WWII. And, let us pray for those stalwarts like Al Wiley and Al Honey.

Merry Christmas and STAY WELL - that’s an order!
Cheers, B. C. Andrus
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"PLEASE BE PATIENT

WITH US IN CASE YOUR
DUES PAID STATUS
IS NOT STATED ACCUR-

783RD LIFE-MEMBERS
ROBERT S. ANDERSON
BURT C. ANDRUS, JR.

A. JOSEPH BASTIN

D. CREED BRIMHALL
WOODROW W. BROWNING
PAUL CELLA

FLOYD V. COFFIELD
GEORGE R. CROSS
CHARLES S. ELLIS, JR.
NYME FARAGE

JOSEPH C. FEW
DUDLEY L. KAHN
EUGENE KULCZYK
FRANK S. MAYALL
JOSEPH B. MONTGOMERY
CONNIE O. MAFFEY
JOHN W. MEYER
CLARENCE OWENS
STANLEY C. PACE
CHARLES P. PAYNE
ERNEST C. WEBB
LOUIS H. WEIXELMAN
JOHN D. WILBY

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
WYNONA SWANZY PRINCE
412 N. JEAN DR.

LONGVIEW, TX 75603
(903)-753-3002

"Invite by Jim McCloskey"

VERNON J. LEGGETT
RT #1 BOX 124
ANGLETON, TX 77515
"Submitted by Ernic Webb"

GUY R. OLDFIELD & JUANITA
4426 BARRON RD.
PERRYSVILLE, OH 44864
(614)-938-7319

"Locator Charlie Payne"

$50.00 DUES/DONATIONS
QUALIFIES FOR LIFE
MEMBERSHIP. OPTIONAL

HELP HELP HELP
FORWARD ADDRESS EXPIRED:
CURTIS A. WILKINS

RT. 3 BOX 3637

ORLAND, CA 95963

LLOYD F. DUNTON
4130 DOGWOOD DR.
GREENSBORO, NC 27410

ROSTER UPDATES
WILLIAM BITTERMAN
2238 S. PINEY POINT RD. #204
HOUSTON, TX 77063

THOMAS W. BELL
340 HORSECREEK DR. #204
NAPLES, FL 33963

MRS. SANDY BRULEY
2741 3RD AVENUE SOUTH
WISCONSIN, WI 54494

HOWARD H. HARVEY
P.O. BOX 460-581
LEEDS, UT 84746-0581

FRED A. JOHNSON, JR.

5438 EAST CHOLLA
SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85254-4723
(602)-443-5622

FLOYD V. COFFIELD (summer)
401 N. HAMPTON RD.
DURAND, MI 48429
(517)-288-3280

CHARLES P. PAYNE
P.O. BOX 398

BOGART, GA 30622
(706)-769-5760

RATELY ON YOUR r
ADDRESS LABEL. WITH !
MIKE AND JOE IN L

FLORIDA, MAIL DELAYS

""""" MANY THANKS FORALLTHEFINE
CHRISTMAS CARDS. WISHING ALL :

A WONDERFUL YEAR FOR 1994 '

MIKE & SARAH MAGAZZINE |

MARTIN D. SEILER
4001 ALTA MESA DR.
< STUDIO CITY, CA 91604

BOTH WAYS SLOW our
INFO."
JOE BASTIN

A limited supply of the 783rd Bomb Squadron membership list-
ing are available. Please send a 52 cent stamp to cover cost of
mailing
TO: MIKE MAGAZZINE

24023 E. OAKLAND RD.
BAY VILLAGE, OH 44140
(216)-871-3203

"HERITAGE"

STANLEY C. PACE PHONE#
(619)-568-5070
INDIAN WELLS, CA

WILLIAM J. WHITE PHONE#
(901)-382-7886
MEMPHIS, TN

JAMES C. ALTHOFF ZIP CODE
ATHERTON, CA 94027

JAMES W. LAWTON PHONE#
(401)-282-0690
BALTIMORE, MD

D] i PB4 G 1k

The Air Force Academy has set up an Honor Book in the Cadet Library to memorialize individual airmen, crew
members or support personnel. These beautiful, parchment dedicatory pages are permanently bound in the Honor
book and they will always be accessible to friends or relatives who visit the Cadet Library. A $50, tax exempt,
subscription fee not only covers the cost of the parchment paper and special printing but adds funds to expand library
assets beyond that which is provided by appropriate moneys. For further details call or write to Col. Andrus at 505
Hidden Valley Road, Colorado Springs, CO 80919, Phone: 719-598-2206.



During my Kfe on this earth “The Good Lord" has given me many blessings - one of which is an excellent memory for trivia. Since | seconded his nomination as Editor of the L.O.G. at
Rono..lackMcyo'hudoddodlohkoodvmhooolmbbcltydnuno.l'mwnMmab(dyououllfmwhocoulddoaboﬂu]obbcﬂhonoooo.

FndJohmon'nmenmobgdh«dBinbﬁd.TXMIApril1994mdmllhrouohmouwd&uComba(thhing.WoabdhommwponNm.VAonaoJuneon
the U.S.S. Santa Rose for an unknown destination with a tolal of 90 combat crews aboard. After about 2 weeks we landed at the Port of Naples - O’ Bob Wills was aboard so he may verify
the time ¥ I'm wrong.

Moruwook'lmyalmnphoumldopdd&gnol(mum)obhlovbnmmloadodhlo"sbyt'andhkonlouanqs.oﬂhossmBombWIngalSplnmzoh. On the
way we witnessed a rather nasty Gl truck accident and were able to give some first-aid assistance until medical help arrived. We arrived in Spinnazola late in the afternoon - just in time for
an afternoon version of "Bed Beck Charlie” lo fly over and cause an Air Raid alarm. Welcome lo the "Real World" folks! Four crews were picked - Johnson, Owens, Parkinson and Williams -
to be attached lo the 465th Bomb Group and the rest to the 460th or 485th. On the way out of town we passed the road-side graves of two Luftwaffe fiyers who crashed near-by. Another
grim reminder of what might ke ahead. It was well into the evening of July 22nd when we reach Group Headquarters - to a chorus of "you'll be sorryl!” Luckily, all four crews were assigned
to the 783rd.

Ourerowbokw«ﬂnldememood‘lmuM‘dbunMddownonmo1QhovorMmieh-¢loxoop(SamMaﬁowho'dbodeoolCamp. Sam is slil mad al me
for causing him to be “displaced" from his home. | think he moved in with Frank Kara until he finished his missions. | ended up in Bill Bitterman's old bed. Finally met Bill at the Colorado
Springs reunion. The next day after our arrival we were treated to a stark example of what lo expect. The 465th "stood down™ on the 23rd & 24th, but the rest of the 15th didn't. About mid-
dhmoon-uoualntumlob.ut'mo-alonoB—24camohomthonor|h(porpondicularlowrmnwm)nnddlhhybwnmm.Abommot’molreadndﬂnmnway'poopbmdodbaﬁng
out. Sadr/.tholalom\opmpmmmw«hmm.m&nhihr\dhhchtmnwuop«nd.Alhoughwomloofarawcylommomulb,woknwdamnodwollwhathapponod
to him.

Our 4 new crews couldn't have had a warmer reception. The 783rd had lost 2 crews on the 19th - Bonds & Greenwood and Capt. Swanzy only a week before, so we were a welcomed
sight. At least we temporarily helped fill up the emply seats at the Mess. Al that time 7 crews had been lost since May of the original 17. By the end of the year 11 crews had been lost and
only § had finished. Roughly 65% were lost while only 35% made it. Of our 4 crews only Johnson's made i. Qverall, the replacement crews had close to a 50-50 chance of finishing.

Itis difficult lo describe the first impressions of the "Characters” we met during our first week in the Squadron. Some of the Air crews had "liberated" a few British Army motorcycles on
their way through North Africa and "zoomed" around the Squadron area on them. It wasn't too long after we arrived that a number of British M.P.'s and their "Lorries" arrived lo reclaim their
“stolen property.” You'd have to live a couple of ifetimes to forget folks like "Salty” Tarantino, Art Tennille, "Chief" Eliott, "Yukon" Bates, Rock Lundberg, Dick Higgins and "Pappy” Brown -
lo name a few. I'd be remiss in not mentioning our two top NCO's - 1st Sgt. Sexton & MSG J. U. Waker. They'll be bered as no-nc 18e types but men who cared for their people!
How can one forgel their first encounter with "Red Dog" Tennille in operations? After you stated your problem, he'd smile at you and say: "Hard Luck, Jack!" That was his standard answer
lo a problem and seemed to soothe any anger which existed.

It took a sharp West Pointer like Burt Andrus to keep this bunch of "fly-boys" in line and he did one helluva job. “Esprit de Corps™ has always been the Keystone of the 783rd!

It hadn’t been too long after our arrival that an L-5 flew into Pantanella and the pilot came up to the 783rd. I recall that he'd been a co-pilot and had been shot down and evaded in Yugo
until rescued. He swore he'd never fly in a B-24 again, but wanted to do his part in the war. As a result, he was assigned lo "Big Fence" - our air/sea rescue group. He'd come back to the
squadron lo see some of his friends. Pilots like Mit Duckworth, Norm Perry and a few others raced down to the flight line to get some flight time int he “little bird". Most of us walched from
“Snob Hill" as they took their turns. Wemwrothalsoanﬂ\tho'hOavyhand'daB—ﬂpio(would'Sam‘lhomnhm.bmhckilylhoooodLotdwasn'Noobusyttmldayandtook
a special interest in their welfare .

Fw"modyouwhodon'(mmbu"notioindﬂnl«m'Sam‘(uahotdbhtomtormotwm)mrdmshyourmmory. "Lil Abner” was a very popular comic strip in 1944,
The Yoakum family - ‘Lil Abner, Daisy Mae, Mammy & Pappy Yoakum - had some local enemies who were always feuding with them. They were the "Scraggs™. Naturally, if something bad
happened to you, you were "Scragged™. Our squadron drink was “The Scragg Special” - Cognac & Vermouth. Really, a Cognac Manhattan and quite tasty but potent!

COLONEL CLARK

After Colonel Eimer Rogers was shot down and hospitalized for recovery from wounds Colonel Charles A. Clark, Jr. was given command of the 465th Bombardment Group.

Colonel Clark, a senior pilot, was born 24 August 1910, at Vandalia, INinois. He is married, and his wife, Mrs. Helen Clark, makes her home at 228 Primera Street, San Antonio, Texas,
with their two children, Charles W., Age 2 1/2 years, and William G., age 2 months. He enlered active service on 10 June 1932, in the regular army, Washington, D.C. after having completed
a four year course at the U.S. Military Academy, West Point. On 20 March, 1935, he was transferred from Field Artillery to the Army Air Force, and underwent the following training: ACPFS,
Rando¥ Field, ACIFS, Kelly Field, AAFSAT, Orlando, Florida, B-24 School FWAA, Ft Worth, Texas.

Weather was Hitler's weather during the month of September, 1944. Grounded for over half the month, the group was able to reach primary strategic objectives in Germany but three
times. As one by one the Balkans crumbled, transportation facilities in the country became more important and we were able lo attack several marshalling yards in support of the Russians
and Partisans in Yugoslavia. For the first time Greece was attacked by this group when on 24 September the group successfully bombed the Scranange submarine docks, destroying a
submarine and two merchant vessels. On one of the altacks against the Reich's dwindling oil supplies at Osweicim, Col. Clark, who was leading the group, ran into intense flak over the larget,
and with his aircraft badly damaged was forced to land near Dwow, Poland. The Colonel maintained the cool head so well known to the members of his command, and encouraged the crew
enabling them lo arrive safely at a Russian air base, despite fires in the craft and loss of two engines. Rather than relurn by air transport, the crew returned to base via another mission, this
time in a B-17. An Air Force Fortress was available in Russia and with L. Duckworth's experience as a former 17 pilot, the crew took off with a group of the Air Force flying a shuttle run to
Rtaly, arriving safely in Italy. Colonel Clark’s handling of his crippled Liberator eamed him the oak leaf cluster to the DFC.

When Col. Clark left the 465th he transferred to 55th Wing Headquarters on 1 December 1944 as Executive Officer.

MEMORIAL SERVICE HELD AT DABNEY CEMETERY

A memorial service for Nathan Ellis Dabney at Dabney Cemetery near Desdemona was held on Salturday, July 17, 1993, at 3:00 p.m.

It was about 92 years after the death of their ancestor, Nathan Ellis Dabney, when a small group of his descendants decided there was urgent need for repairs to the 112 year old family
cemelery located two miles west of Desdemona, Texas, Eastland County on FM Road 2214.

A few descendants including Carol White Carpenter of Copperas Dove; Mary Jane Weaver of Vernon; Nathan Jones of Amarillo; Leon and Jean Dabney of Burkburnett got together
lo make plans to repair the cemelery to honor Nathan Dabney for his service in the Civil War and Priscilla Jane Dabney for being the "Grand Lady" she was.

Plans were made and notice was sent out to all the family cousins who could be located. The response was both positive and generous. This meeting was for the purpose, not only
to honor Nathan and Priscilla, but lo share with all of the cousins who could attend to see the results of their combined efforts.

Nathan Jones, namesake great-grandson of Nathan Dabney, personally handled all matters concerning the memorial of his grant-grandfather - and a good job of it he did.

We all agree that Nathan Ellis Dabney was a man of great courage and honor, and fully deserved the praise that was given him today in this memorial service. But let us not forget that
man does not live alone and history tells us that most men of achievement have been aided and abetted, encouraged and somelimes pushed by someone else, usually his wife. Nathan was
blessed with such a wife, Priscila Jane Williams Dabney.

Priscilla Jane was bom to the frontier Williams family within the walls of Old Fort Nacogdoches on October of 1839. She was reared during the days in which Texas history recorded
slirring events. Only three years after San Jacinto and independence from Mexico, Texas was a weak nation, not capable of defending its citizens from marauding Indians and roaming bandits.
Texas experienced years of privation and danger unequaled in this counlry in our lifetime.

Priscila Jane was just 22 years of age and the mother of three young children when her husband, Nathan, enlisted in the Confederale Slates Army. For five long years, she was the
protector and provider for herself and her three young children. If John F. Kennedy had known Priscilla Jane Dabney’s story, it would have been included in his book, “Profiles In Courage®.
When Nathan returned home after the war, probably in 1865, the family remained in Mt. Calm for about 12 years, where four additional chilkdren were born.

In 1877, the family moved lo Desdemona and seltled on the land where the family cemetery is located. In the next five years, three more children were born after their move to

In all, ten children were born to this union over a period of 25 years with five years during the war when none was born. Priscilla Jane was 18 years of age when James Thomas, the
first was born and 42 years of age when Lee Miller, Sr., the last was bomn. All ten of these children survived to adulthood. Under the conditions that existed one must say thal the Dabney
family came from hard-working, caring and loving parents.

Priscila Jane survived Nathan Ellis by 24 years. When Nathan died in 1901, she once again assumed the "Head of Family” position and maintained the family home until her death
in 1925,

The memorial service of these two fine people, husband and wife, father and mother, who by their courage, dedication to their family and much love left a great rich heritage for the Dabney
family to carry on thru the coming years.

Music for this service was provided by Elzie and Jeanie Pruett of Ranger. Katherine Jameson of Ranger played “Taps" to close this very impressive service.

Those attending were: Bert, Jo Lyn (Dabney) and John Travis Johnson of Bronte; Larry Travis Dabney and Ronnie Lee Dabney of San Angelo; Joe Woodley Dabney of Brownwood:
Johnnie Milam of Abilene; Bill and Marilyn Dabney of San Antonio; Dudley and Judy Oldham of Houslon; Leon and Karen Dabney of Burkburnett; Pug and Vonnie Keith Guthery of Desdemona;
Janie, Elizabeth, Golden and Pat Halbert of Plano; Onnie B. Graham of Breckenridge; Eisie Westmoreland of Crane; Horace and Grace White of Kerrville; Barbara Bradley of Sweetwaler;
Sam White of Euless; Golden Nathan Jones of Amariklo; Thelma Denning of Gustine; Zane, Dawn and Hunter Adams; Jeanie and Elzie Pruett of Ranger;, Micah Jones; John and Carol Carpenter
of Copperas Dove, Jimmy and Mary Jane Weaver of Vernon; Katherine Jameson of Ranger.

Ebb Dabney, (deceased) was the 4th child of Nathan and Priscilla Dabney. He owned Dabney Hardware in De Leon, Bom in 1988 and died in 1942 and wife was Ida M. Martin.

(De Leon Free Press) July 29, 1993 Courtesy of Golden Jones



