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Apologies for the delay for this L.0.G. but I had to wait
for the poop for the next reunion, hopefully you will all
approve and be happy with the results.

I received a letter from Mort. Cohn and included are three
photos which I believe will be of interest to you. I know
the flicks will bring back some fond memories. Our ground
troops did such an excellent job for those of us that flew
in combat and have never received the credit they so rightly
deserve. Lets face it, the chute shop had only two ways to
fold and pack a chute, the wrong way and the right way. I
for one am not aware of anyone complaining about a failure.
I suspect we might just ask any of our comrades who had to
use the silk elevator. Therefore, dear ones, it is time we
give these dedicated gentlemen a pat on the back. I may
stand to be corrected, however if my pea brain serves me
well, it took twenty folks on the ground to keep one man
in the air. Hats off Mort to you and your staff for a job
well done.
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Sgt Mortimer Cohn
Sgt Mario Degregoria
(Deceased)

Morty, 3rd. from left
One Mario 5th. from left



This a bunch of riggers and gunners in front of the E.M.
club, Grapefruit juice anyone ?

TAPS:

The following was received from Paul Smith, one of the
greatest men of our outfit and one we can always count

on. Paul sent me the obit and later followed through with

the Eulogy since he knew Ed Roth so well. It should come

as no surprise as to why the 783rd. was a success what

with the likes of a man the calibur of Ed Roth. I beg you

all, if anyone can locate his son's, let us invite them to
become assc. members.

Ed was one of the original cadre
assigned to the 783rd. at Davis
Monthan Field in Arizona. He played
a leading role in training and
organizing the 783rd. ground troups
into one of the most effective Bomb
Sgqdn's. in the 55th. wing. He was
instrumental in moving these troops
over seas via Newport News and No.
Africa where they rejoined the Fly-
ing Crews at Pantanella. His mastery
of the Combat Intelligence was soon
recognized by the 15th. Air Force
and he was promoted to the staff of
Gen'l. Twining at the 15th. Air Force
Headquarters in Bari, Italy. He then
furthur distingwuished. himself as an
expert in "Escape & Evasion" tactics.
While Eds time was short in the 783rd.
he is fondly remembered as the life
of the party, a witty story teller
when things seemed dark and dreary at
Pantanella, ne made us laugh even
when we were scared ! He was also

Lt. Col. Edwin Roth, 71,
former CIA agent

Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Edwin
F Roth, 71, a former CIA agent, died
of cancer July 15 at Arlington Hos-
pital. He lived in Arlington.

Col. Roth attended Northeastern
University Law School before his
studies were interrupted by World
War II. While attending law school,
he was a reporter with the Boston
Herald Traveler.

During the war, he served in Italy

and North Africa as an intelligence
officer with the Army Air Forces.

After the war he went to Holly-
wood, where he was a writer for the
Jack Benny radio show. He was also
general manager for an independent
film prodvction company.

Col. Roth was recalled to active
duty during the Korean War. He
later joined the CIA, where he re-
mained until his retirement in 1974.

He was a member of the Retired
Officers Association.

Maxene Bowlus Roth, his wife of
nearly 40 years, died in 1985.

Col. Roth is survived by two sons,
Richard, of San Diego, and William,
of Ramona, Calif., and two grand-
children.

A funeral Mass was said yester-
day at Fort Myer Chapel, with burial
in Arlington National Cemetery. The
family suggests that expressions of
sympathy be in the form of contribu-
tions to the American Cancer Soci-
ety in Arlington.

known and respected by us as one of

the best informed Intelligence Officers
in the 15th. Air Force. He will be
sadly missed and affectionately re-
membered as he takes off to join his
Pals who have preceded him to the
Eagles Nest.

Many thanks to you Paul for a job well
done.
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346 Pineview Dr.
Venice, FL 34293

February 19, 1991

TO: ALL 15th AF COMBAT UNITS

SUBJECT: 1Into the Guns of Ploesti
(The Human Drama of the Bomber
War for Hitler's 0il, 1942-44)

I wrote you several months ago about my second book
on what we all did in the 26-month Ploesti 0il campaign.
Many of you ran an item in your newsletter about a
personalized inscribed copy available from me for $14.45
(Postage Paid), and T thank you. The original title was
PLOESTI: Graveyard of Bombers at a higher price.

In appearances on radio talk shows in a dozen major
cities (via telephone), telling about the 15th AF assault
on Ploesti, the focus of the interviews has been on the
relevancy of our Ploesti runs to today's bombing in the
Gulf War. We get into things 1like Friendly Fire, Precise
aiming points (smart bombs vs our dumb bombs and smart
flyers) and reaction to flying through flak.

My book tells about a Yugoslavian lady who called in
during my appearance on a Pittsburgh TV Talk Show, and
told me: '

"I prayed for all you American flyers on
the way to Ploesti. This is my first
opportunity to talk to one of you in
person. Thank you for saving my country."

Through me, she was thanking all of the members of
your association, as well as all Americans. She also
represented all of the oppressed peoples of the world,
past, present and future. ’

I passed along her thanks to Vice President Bush, who
wrote and stated, in part:
"Our country was always meant to be the
champion of the oppressed. We owe much
to the men and women of our armed forces."

Please pass along the lady's thanks to your members,
and if you haven't already done so I would appreciate your
mentioning the availability of my new book.

Sincerely,

V7 2%

Leroy WY Newby

Its tail twistin time again, make your checks out to the
783rd. Bomb Sgdn. Assn. Remember, the minimum is $15.00,
however you may contribute as much as you like. I might
suggest that you mark your checks, donation, as you know
we are non profit now and you can deduct the amount. If
you elect to do so, simply advise Mike of your intentions.
Then, fire em off to Mike Maggazine at24023 East Oakland
Rd. Bay Village, Ohio. 44140

S
Glenn Cunningham has turned artist since his retirement Y
and his latest creation is of some B-24's in flight. I \\
am the lucky recipient of some and they hang on my wall \
here in the office. He has advised me that he also mailed \
some to Harry Fike and that they may be made available at

\_Ssome price or perhaps an auction.

N
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Red Huber pulled off another big one and has had Col. Andrus
name put on All American. Who better than he, after nearly
half a century Col Andrus continues to give of himself and
lead us with dignity. Mike Maggazine just happened to be
there the day after Col. Andrus had been there and had

the enclosed photo taken. Enclosed is a letter received
from Col Andrus which he wanted me to share with all of

you. Needless to say, he is as happy as a brand new baby
boy with a new choo choo toy.

BURTON C. ANDRUS, JR., Ph.D.
COLONEL USAF (RET)

SUBJECT: Honor Crew Status
TO: Members fof the 783rd Bomb Sqdn. Assn.

On 25 Feb 91, I drove to Kissimee, FL and had my first opportunity
to see the beautiful All American B-24 J with my name on the bomb bay
doors. WOW!

I have had many honors in my life, but I can not think of one that
moved me more than having the 783rd Bomb Sq. subscribe to my being named
to the Honor Crew. To make the experience even richer, within 6" of mine,
stands the name of Jack Lokker, my classmate and closest friend.

He €ommanded the 78lst, as you remember. They had his name put on
the doors about a year ago. On 20 Nov 44 he led the entire 15th AF
against Blechhammer. On this, his 50th mission, he was shot down on
the bomb run. Despite the catastrophic direct hit (the pix was in Time
Magazine), he managed to bail out his surviving crew menbers and despite
his burns linked up with his copilot and headed for the Russian lines,
less than 100 km away. Although he escaped from one captor and apparently
made a successful evasion of a German patrol, postwar reports disclosed
that his body was found two days after he was shot dowm.

I am so pleased with this honor that I have decided to contribute to
the Collings Foundation to become a member of the Distinguished Flying
Command so that I can fly my position.

The aircraft will be in San Antonio from 31 Mar to 3 Apr, and Bob
Collings told me over the phone that I could plan on a hop. WOW again.

Although the bird will not be in the Texas area for our reunion,
we will have several items of memorabilia for those who would like to

get them at our mobile BX: A great video tape showing exactly how the —— Jilgapeaea
recgonstruction took place; a baseball cap; patches; T-shirts, and B-24
pins.

Sam Marie has planned what may become the best 783rd Reunion ever,
so get your reservations in ASAP.

Again, may I humbly thank all of you from the bottom of my heart;
you have made it possible for an old airman to fly again. God bless you.

I enclose a pix taken by Mike Magazzine - he was there just a few

days after my visit.

Al, this is a bit long, but I'd appreciate the full treatment.

Cheers & Quid Fit

LOFTON CREW

W O'LEARY CREW
BOB LEHR CREW
CREW 76 GATOR
‘W BURT ANDRUS C0
RAETNE CRE

\ LUKKERe
» FLYING CIRCUS

K KAGY CREW




TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 1891 SAN ANTONIO REUNION-SUBJECT TO MINOR CHANGES & REVISIONS

MONDAY-7 OCTOBER
13:00 CHECK IN & REGISTRATION-HOSPITALITY ROOM OPEN SERVING FREE BEER & TEA
17:30-19:30 ICE BREAKER-HOTEL FURNISHES CASH BAR
19:30-20:30 BUFFET
20:30-21:30 WELCOMING PROGRAM
21:30 DANCING TO JUKE BOX

TUESDAY-8 OCTOBER

07:00-08:00 REVILE & BREAKFAST

08:15 BOARD BUSES FOR VISIT TO LACKLAND AFB FOR REVIEW & PARADE OF TRAINEES; VIEWING OF
Ww II PLANES PARKED AROUND PARADE GROUND (YEP! THERE IS AN OLE 'B TWO DOZEN) AND
VISIT TO LACKLAND AFB MUSEUM

14:00-15:00 BUSINESS MEETING

17:30 BOARD BUSES FOR TRIP TO THE RIVER WALK & DINNER AT THE CASA RIO. AFTERWARDS THERE
WILL BE TIME FOR YOU TO STROLL THE FAMOUS SAN ANTONIO RIVER WALK AND ADJOINING
'TOURIST TRAPS'.

21:00 BOARD BUSES FOR RETURN TO HOTEL

WEDNESDAY-S OCTOBER

07:30-08:30 REVILE & BREAKFAST

09:00 BOARD BUSES FOR TOUR OF THE ALAMO, THE LONE STAR BREWERY FAMOUS HALL OF HORNS, THE
HISTORICAL SAN JOSE MISSION CONSTRUCTED PRIOR TO 1777 & OPERATED BY THE NATIONAL
PARK SERVICE AND ON TO THE MEXICAN MARKET FOR SHOPPING AND CHOOSING A RESTURANT OF
YOUR CHOICE FOR LUNCH

15:30 BOARD BUSES FOR RETURN TO HOTEL

18:00-19:00 'BULL POOPY' HOUR-HOTEL TO FURNISH CASH BAR

19:00-19:30 POSTING OF COLORS, INTRODUCTION OF NEW SQUADRON OFFICERS, GUESTS ETC

19:30-20:30 SIT DOWN DINNER

20:30-20:45 AN ADDRESS BY THE FAMOUS & LEGENDARY BRIGADIER GENERAL DAVID LEE 'TEX' HILL USAF RET
AN ORIGINAL SQUADRON COMMANDER OF THE FAMED FLYING TIGERS AND ONE OF THE ORIGINAL TOP
GUNS OF THE AIR FORCE. MANY WILL RECALL THE MOVIE THE FLYING TIGERS STARRING JOHN
WAYNE PORTRAYING SOME OF 'OLE TEX'S' EXPLOITS. OUR BOSBY WILLS, WHO SPENT AN EVENING
WITH 'TEX' ON ONE OF HIS VISITS TO SA, CAN TELL YOU WE ARE INDEED FORTUNATE TO HAVE
HIM JOIN WITH US.

20:45-21:00 WRAP UP OF SQUADRON AFFAIRS .

21:00 DANCING TO Ww II & COUNTRY WESTERN MUSIC

THURSDAY 10 OCTOBER
07:30-08:30 REVILE & BREAKFAST
10:00 GOLF TOURNAMENT AT FT SAM HOUSTON GOLF CLUB
18:00 FAREWELL BUFFET & AWARDING OF GOLF PRIZES

GENERAL INFORMATION:

HOTEL: Holiday Inn at the Airport will be the reunion site. It is located 1t miles from the front entrance
of the Airport on Loop 410 that circles 'Alamoville' making access easy. The Hotel will furnish courtesy
transportation to and from the Airport. In addition to the regular dinning room they have a Deli where such
items as sweet rools, bagels, sandwiches, fruit, soft drinks, mixed drinks etc may be purchased and carried
a short distance to the enclosed patio surrounding the pool area built on Mexican style where there is

ample seating. Incidentally, it should still be warm enough for all, who wish, to enjoy the pool. The rooms
are comparable in size to those at the Hacienda in Vegas. However, the hotel is much newer. The North Star
and Central Park Malls are located across 410 in easy walking distance. They feature such stores as Saks
Fifth Avenue, Marshall Fields, Dillards, Foleys to name only a few. Both have large fast food aras that

can provide food of every description. The local transit authority has a terminal there provides express
bus service to down town 'Alamoville'. Each afternoon the Hotel bar features a Happy Hour where an
abundant serving of 'Horses Ovaries' are provided.

HOSPITALITY ROOM: To be furnished by Hotel may well be the best of any reunion and will allow ample room
insuring all can enjoy visitation with old friends very easily. The Squadron will furnish free beer, tea etc.
It should be noted the other Squadrons flap their wings and crow like 'banty roosters' over what they furnish
their members. However, if you check their Reunion schedules you will note they always charge a $25-35
Registration Fee to cover what Quid Fitters enjoy for free.

ICE BREAKER: Room to be furnished by the Hotel very similar to that at the Atlanta reunion.

CASH BAR AT ICE BREAKER & BANQUET: Will be furnished by the Hotel with the following prices:

BOURBON DRINK $2.75 BOTTLE OF BEER $2.50
SCOTCH DRINK 2.75 GLASS OF WINE 2.50
VODKA DRINK 2.75 SOFT DRINK 1.25
MIXED COCKTAIL 3.00
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