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783RD LATRINE-O-GRAM
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS e ALGHST 9 08E

HOWDY TO THE STUDS & FILLIES OF THE 783RD!

LOST SOUL SEARCH--BOX SCORE RESULTS

LEWIS, ALBERT D. (Bea) BERNSTEIN, JACK (Helen)

120 E. Williams 550G Grand St

waterloo, NY 13165 New York, NY 10002

315-539-3315 212-673-1744

LOCATED BY: Alex Baronoski 6-15-84 LOCATED BY: Harold Walton 7-7-84
PLARR, JOHN L. (Esther) JONES, GLEEN A.

1020 N. Wahneta St 217 Ellen Drive

Allentown, PA 18103 Goose Creek, SC 29445

215-435-0436 LOCATED BY: Putnam & Browning 7-9-84

LOCATED BY: George Payne 6-12-84
TEDDER, WILLIAM C. (Bess)

STALLINGS, JACK V. Rt 1 Box 144

328 Saunders Drive Demopolis, AL 36732

Portsamouth, VA 23701 205-289-0253

804-488-4071 LOCATED BY: Harold Walton 7-17-84

LOCATED BY: Al Honey 6-7-84
PILEGARD, RALPH KIA

DANIELS, WARD Confirmed by Brother in Fresno, CA
8512 1/2 Tweedy Lane LOCATED BY: Ralph McElyea?7-12-84
Downey, CA 90240

213-806-1631 MILZ, WILLARD

LOCATED BY: Ralph McElyea 6-27-84 2821 Main Ave
Sheboygan, WI 53081

MOORE, HAROLD B, LOCATED BY: Otto Sachs 7-28-84
7302 East 33rd st
Tucson, AZ 85710 KRAEPLIN, ROBERT C.
LOCATED BY: Otto Sachs 6-22-84 College Inn

614 Broad st
IRICK, WILLIAM B. (Kate) Beloit, WI 53511
2915 Indiana LOCATED BY: Otto Sachs 7-28-84
Joplin, MO 64801
417-781-6179 HAGEDORN, GEORGE B. DECEASED
LOCATED BY: Jake Putnam 6-23-84 LOCATED BY: Otto Sachs 7-28-84
THORNTON, JACK OWENS, CLARENCE C.
2205 6th NW 616 S. Vann Ave
Great Falls, MT 59404 Evansville, IN 47714
406-452-1505 812-477-1362
LOCATED BY: Jake Putnam 6-23-84 LOCATED BY: Big John Walker 8-6-84

BONDS, THOMAS W, (Mildred)

Rt 1 Box 168

ward, AR 72176

501-843-3664

LOCATED BY: Harold wWalton 7-7-84

GI DOG FACES have located 36 to 4 for OFFICERS & GENTLEMEN BY ACT OF CONGRESS.
This score proves the Congress of the 40's had as poor a judgement as the
congress of the 80's.

Yes, we have found quite a nuuber, However, as long as I have control of
this typewriter--a few 1isn't enough--our goal is to locate every Mother's
son who served in the 783rd. Come on gang! get off your 'duff's' and make
some effort. The woods are full of 783rder's just walting to be found.
Wnen you look at the Lost Souls List there is a whole bushel basket full
that can be located, WE NEED HELP TODAY! NOT TOMORROW! NEVER FORGET--
SOMEBODY TOOK THE TIME TO LOCATE YOU--REPAY YOUR DEBT BY LOCATING SOMEONE!
If you have lost or misplaced your copy of the Search List let me know and

1 will send you another. RN



APOLOGIES--in the last i1ssue because of a mix up in communlicatlions we
carried Dan Lucey as present and accounted for. Actually, Dan passed
away a number of years ago. A letter of apclogy was written hls family
imnediately once we learned of our error, However, we would like to once
again apologize and send our condolences. All the 783rd join in extending
an open invitation to Rena and the children to Join us in Dayton 85' so
they can, "meet the guys Dan flew with",

*ENFRE
FINANCIAL REPORT OF YOUR ASSOCIATION--last issue a report was given and an
appeal was made to pump up tne finances of the Assoclation., Our thanks to
all who answered the call, However, we are still short of the 150 mark that
is needed to put us over the hump. All of you who have good intentions--
do so today--send your check to the 783rd Bomb Squadron Association for $10;
%$Dwight Reid; 111 Ivanhoe; Denver, CO 80220.

Extra thanks are due those who sent in something larger. And--a speclal
thanks are extended Orbin & Elba Rutledge who sent in a very special donation,
% % % % % B
AGE CONTEST AMONG 783RDER'S~--'Pops' Spellbrink gunner on Petranek's crew 1s
the oldcst--being 73 years young. He 1s followed by Ward 'Mighty Mouse' Daniels
of the same crew--71 years young. Billly Mitchell and 'Tuccy' Tucclo are tied
for the youngest at 58. We are walting for their birth dates to see who 1s
the youngest. If any of you 'Dudes' out there can top them-drop us a line.
Since the '0le F/0' is holding on 39--will leave all the honors to you old folks
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NEWS OF LOST SOULS LOCATED:

ALBERT LEWIS--who worked on Bomb Sight Maintenance and Auto Pilots stayed in
and retired as a M/Sgt. After that he was employed by GE Sylvanla as an
Electronics Technician for nearly 20 years,

JOHN PLARR--who drove a refueling truck on the flite line 1s in his 37th year
with AT &I Technologles(Western Electric). Incidentally, John was assigned
to the 783rd the nite before weshipped out of McCook. The lucky boy!

WARD 'MIGHTY MOUSE' DANIELS--gunner on Petranek's crew now retired from
Garfers & Sattler living the good life in California. ‘'Mighty Mouse' has
been a widower for many years, When asked,"do you have a'Californlia Cutie'
to come in and wash your socks every now and then", he replied,"no, just
have a dog--1 can yell and fuss at her and she can't talk back".

THOMAS 'ARKIE' BONDS--one of the original crew commanders--SHACK QUEEN--

was 'scragged' and did time as a guest of the *Krauts' in POWville is now
retired. It 1s interesting to note he worked as a Service Officer at the

Brig at Camp Pendleton. Those 'Jerries' must have given him some good training.

JOE EINECKER--was an Alrcraft Electrical Specialist and is now Tooling Manager
for the Benjamin Division of Thomas Industries.

RALPH MC ELYEA--engineer on Petranek's crew retired as a M/Sgt. After he
compieted %9 missions with his crew he took off for Bari and a evening of
companionship with a Signorina. He over slept and on his return to Panatella
his crew had taken off earlier on their 50th from which they returned. When
Mac flew his 50th a few days later he got 'scragged' over Munich and became

a POWwville guest. One might say he had a very expensive romance.

22 & % 23
FLOYD COFFIELD's CREW RUNION--September 11-14 will find this crew gathering
at the Ramada inn, 38475 Topeka Blvd, Topeka, KS 66609. A trip to the

Harry Truman Library in Independence,MO is planned for one day. On another
a visit will be made to the Eisenhower Center in Abilene,kKS. And golf at

the Lake Shawnee Golf Course is scheduled another day. All 1living in the
vicinity or those wishing to attend and share festivities with the Model Crew
of the 783rd are extended a cordial invitation.

BATES CREW REUNION--was held in Myrtle Beach, SC with Charlie Conlin,

Woody Browning, Al Yatkauskas,'The Baron' Baronoski, John Wilby and Grover
Weber in attendance. From all reports a great time was had by all. Special
plaudits go to Al & Geneva who were the Master Hosts,

MINI REUNIONS--on July 12th the Little Bride and I Jetted up to Minneapolis
and drove dosn to Zumbrota, MN where we had a great visit with Fran and
Edie Goplen, Our visit will take a place in the Special Menory Section,
Also, we drove over to Traverse Clity, MI for a never to be forgotten visit
with June & Nyme Farage that will go in the Special Memory 3ection.

Simply stated--these two great couples can be very proud of their famllies
and thelr professional accomplishments,
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A GREAT WEEK END--after our return to the Alamo City, Jim & Peg Mc Closkey
came in August 2 and spent the week end with us. An after noon was spent
down on the River Walk. Naturally, they had to try some of the 'Ole F/0's'
Fajitas which were washed down with 'Cactus Squeezlngs' and multi cervezas.
The fellowship of this visit will not be soon forgotten, Have an idea
when they are knee deep in snow this winter they will long to be back on

our patio enjoying the hot sun of manana land.
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TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE--in the last issue we promised a surpise, Buckle up
your seat belts and hang on for take off:

A TRIP BACK TO ITALY AFTER 38 YEARS - MORGAN KELLEY.

Following 15 an article which was received from Morgan Kelly and verbatim and which
I'm sure you'll find most interesting.

Saturday, June 11, 1983

puring 1945 I was a member Of the 15th Alr Porce 464th Bomb Group, 776th Sqguadron, based
in Southern Italy, and had always had a longing to visit the area where we were stationed
outside of Canosa. Almost to the date, after 38 years, I finally had the oprortunity to take
a pilgrimage to Italy and drove from Naples to Canosa. With the help of some local Italian
gentlemen of Canosa, I found the old group area. The rodd leading there did not look famil-
iar. However, that can be expected after a 38 year periocd of growth and change - but that is
getting ahead of the story.

Arriving in Canosa, 1 drove throughthe streets in the Hertz car 1 had rented in Naples.
It is an easy hour and a half drive from Neples to the Cerignola exit, a total of 148 kilo—
meters, or 96 miles. The Autostata goes through the hills, tunnels, and bridges, with no
intersections - quite a difference from the old Appian Way that I drove in 1945.

Canosa was different from what I remembered. The horrible smell that was so prevalent
during our drives in the back of Army trucks during 1945, thankfully, had disappeared. The
air was fresh and clean and it was a warm, sunny day in mid-June. There were three older
gentlemen sitting outside a gas station in the shade and I pulled in and approached them
with ten photos taken during my stay at the 464th. The pictures were of three waiters who
worked at the 776th Squadron mess hall; our tent with tufa block walls; a picture of
Pistol Packin' Mama; one of the B24's out on the flight line; and two aerial shots of the
living areas. One of the aerial shots was of the common area shared by the 464th and 465th
Bomb Groups. The other picture is a closer shot, but only of the 464th Bomb Groups. The
pictures came in handy as it turned out, as one of the old gentlemen in the gas station, when
viewing them, claimed he had been a barber at the "Military Aeroporto,” and directed me out
of Canosa toward the old base. Driving along the road, I was sure that the first two high
hills off to my left was the Bomb Group area, and made a stop to check it out with a farmer
that was in the field, But, he was too young to remember anything about the "Military
Aeroporto,” or he just didn't understand my pidgeon Italian.

I carried on and stumbled across the town of Loconia. Just a little beyond the town I
pulled into a "CIASA" gas station where I met a gentlemen who was 70 years old and knew
exactly where the group areas were. Cataldo Malcangi spent the whole morning with me and
first directed me to drive into Loconia, which could easily be missed, as driving from
Canosa, it is on the left hande side of the road, but hidden by a small city block planted
with eucalyptus trees. Signore Malcangi had me stop next to a two story building that had
an awning covering a memorial brass shield that read: GLI STATI UNITI D'AMERICA PERIPOPOLI
LIBERI (which translates, as I have been told) HERE THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FOUGHT FOR
THE LIBERTY OF THE PEOPLE. The plague proves that the people of Loconia remembered us and
had, after our departure, respected our presence. The plaque is not maintained or cleaned,
but the point is, it is there and it gives the American visitor a feeling of pride to know
we had been appreciated.

The speedometer read 280 kilometers when I left Loconia, which would be a left tum off
the Canosa to Melfi road. The road immediately started up a slight grade and has a small
"5* curve in it on the way to the $64th area. The road is now asphalt and I don't have to
tie a handkerchief over my face to keep from breathing the tufa dust that was tracxed up by
our 4 by 4's in 1945. It is a pleasure to drive the roads now, this one with the olive
trees on the left and a long line of grape arbors on the right. Within two kilometers you

come to a 'T' intersection and here your turn right. Just Off to the left, through the wina-
shield are the two hills. These are the hills which were occupied by the 464th and 465th Bomb
groups. On the pilgrimage like this, you just have to get out the Brownie and take a shot of
the flat valley in front of you, and the two hills far oof to the left.

There are the hills - but where are the runways? Where did they start and where did
they end? I just couldn't tell, as the area is now dedicated to grape arbors and fields of
golden wheat just ready for harvest now that it is nid-June.

Off to the right were the barren hills on the far side of the Ofanto River, and I know ¢
the river is there as we were there shooting carbines at targets along the bank back in 1945.
I turned left at the 285 kilometer reading, only 5 kilometers after leaving lLoconia, and was
airimg straight at the hill that had been occupied by the 464th back in 1945. The road now
looked more like a driveway on a farm, with olive groves on the left and on the right and,
of Bource, the olive groves climb the hill up to the 464th area. What a thrill!! Thirty eight
yeanmstuotheday-\dhorewcqowmthcwtbnmmhuhl

Signore Malcangi had me turn left at the top of the hill which led into the 465th Bamb
Group area, but my instincts were to go right, which was home, the 464th area. He insisted,
50 we wound up in the 465th area and met a delightful Italian famer by the name of Lorusso
Saverio. Signore Saverio was extremely hospitable and showed me
of the 465th, your group lives on! I saw the old movie theater and bar
all in one building. The walls of the bsr still contain, and in good condi ¢
one depicting a sad sack sitting on a very tiny island with an girl and a palm tr
Air Force insignica; and the third mural was of a bulldog MP holding a sad sack by the nap of

- tha neck. . s . . . A —
That wasn't all of the memorabilia that still lingered at the 465th. There was a

wealth of oxygen tanks and, believe it or not, two belly drop tanks are the proud possession
of Sr. Saverio. They are stored in what was the chapel.

Sr. Saverio indicated that the new building where he lived, located in front of the
chapel, were éuilt from the tufa blocks of the old casas that were left standing by the 465th.

Another most interesting bit of memorabilia was the merorial to the 465th Bomb Group (H)
U. S. Ammy, dated 1944-1945. The memorial is an inscribed marble pedestal, approximately
llinches wide and 35 inches tall. At one time it obviously had a fixutre that had been placed
on top of it, but I could not make myself understood to pose the question regarding what the
top fixture had been. The inscription on this memorial reads: A PERENNE MEMORIA DEI
NOSTRI VALOROS CADUTI DEL 465th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (Y) U.S. ARMY CHE HANNO OFFERTO LA LORO
VITA NELIA SPOONDA GUERRA MONDIALE PER LA PACE E [A GUISTIZIA 1944-1945 (which translates as
follows) AMMEMWW@WW“MMW (H) U.S.
ARMY WHO HAVE OFFERED THEIR LIVES DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 1944-1945.
The memorial still remains in the 465th chapel, just storee in front, right hand side of the
vestrry. It is mute evidence that we were appreciated by the Italian people.

The 464th Bomb Group area was across the road fram where we were, and after seeing all
of the 465th, I was anxious to go over there and look around. But, it was long after
Cataldo's lunch time and he wanted to go home. I drove him back, but didn't feel the slight-
est bit hungry, and after Cataldo had shown me the way, I was now ready to go back up the hill
and look through the 464th area on my own. deinqbadtuptho:oa:llmdcedyouwld
now drive all the way past what was the 464th, but saw no remanents of our group from the rox

' xtookt.heroodwﬂwhodtofuseuama"r‘Lntnrucdmmdwmedxiwt.
drove a mile or 5o and still saw nothing. I lOoked desperately through what was the 464th,
trying to find a clue or some trace of our being part of this land at one time. There was i
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