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'nder the rrovisions of Sirevlar l'o, 233, War De~wrtisent, 19i:3, and
Circuls> o 87, He:ldouaotars TATOUZY, 10 July 1%:), th following widlb
is cibed for oulstiniing performeuce o7 auby in aad coaflich with e
cnelys

L6CTH RO: LA M _GROUP, For ontstandiag nerfornonce ol duty in armed
conflict vATh .70 The gy rdtg Yhe intonsiva acsial sempadpn agninst the
A'{'i:: 0il and commwiic..tions ceulers, th> Juown vas ordeied 1o ctteck and
dectroy ths Floriscord Cil efinery and 'wochalling Veris at Viema, Austria.
A Successiul eonpletion of Ulis 1'1, ortant . sslou .o 'Ll cendve the cneny of
vitally neelded ras cad oil supslier fir e mechaniscd groard forces and her
air force at a rost critical peried in tue ver. Llthough susbained operations
to tarygats dees dn encmyr tarritor) had orewded wmary of tha Lreus's aircraft,
tihe ground eievs labored tiie 10*“‘"' anc¢ efficlently thoovgiout the aight orior
to the abtack, to :rsure thu* ibeir a: ceraft uei2 in tae Dast, nosoible jechan-
iczl conditicn for tae oncration, On U Julr 19LY, trenty-tio (22) }5-2h type
alreraf t, heevily loaded it 'L‘(h an touna e, wvere airworae aid set coursc
for their dertiration, ‘“lechunical @ilficrliics foreed eight () of the tombers
to return tﬂ Lase Lhus sori >::;i'.;- vealiering the defensive forn ~ai;ion. Undaunted
by the seeniigly overdoiriae o dis, melding the » ..a:r:u'g slhing into a tight
fomialion, the pllens ereis cortinusl on cource, ‘An rouching the tarmot the
formation cacountorad ca i ecly heovy anti-sirera’t bar rege viieh inilicted
severe danaye 01 the Mo i fore Lt reachad the objective, 'leedicss of the
inbonse ard Leavy crey fire, -lis)Llogin o snoericr coordinatica and outstanding
proiiucionsl ekdll, Ue cowsgoens erets brouzhit shelr adreralt throrgn for a
b idy sucecss vad. bewod g rar, i it .;n yrave daace to vital 4'.‘...,' instal-
lations an? svupwlies. Lec v:m(f the ovjcctive, their fornction vas o7, r'»"‘ivcly
attacked by cp roginatelyr tuenty-five (2) eneny fightcrs. In the encuir
f’ aree aerial battle, malataining a v)u-‘ xct formation to enhance the cf“cctlve
fensive five, the gallant swmers os tae Goay acsounted for seven (7) enemy
ai reralt destroyed end thrce (3) demnod, with their ovm losses held to a
minimum of one (1) bouber. Laicr reconnaissance revecled that the Florisdorf
arca was renlerea inoncrational at a time wwhen the war <ras apnroaching a critical
stage. By the cutstanding gallantry, airmanship and grim determination of the
contat crovs, together with the outls -‘.nd.m" tochnieal exill and devotion to
duty of the ground pergonnel, the L6Sth Bombardmoat Group has reflected great
credit vwon itself and thae urmud Forces of the United Stutes of America,
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DEDICATION

This booklet is dedicated to our comrades-in-arms who are no longer with us. Some
were the heroes who gave their lives in defense of our Country. Others have left our
ranks during the 40 years since we were forged into a fighting unit. May their
memories always be with us and may they ever Rest In Peace.

783rd Bomb Sq. (H); Deceased (KIA)

Capt. James R. Allen

S/Sat Ira Altizer (KIA)

Lt. Russel Aurentz (KIA)

Sgt John Bartlett (KIA)

Capt. Cecil R. Bates (KIA)

Lt. John Boeris (KIA)

Lt. Gordon Bilharz (KiA)

S/Sgt Earl T. Behr (KIA)
S/Sagt Leroy J. Crenshaw (KIA)
S/Sgt Thomas J. Curtis (KIA)
S/Sgt Hudson J. Davis (KIA)
Lt. O. J. Deegan (KIA)

Lt. John D. Deplue Il (KIA)
Lt. William B. Downey (KIA)
Lt. Raymond Eberhart (KIA)
Lt. Lloyd R. Findlay (KIA)

Lt. John D. Fritz (KIA)

S/Sgt Robert B. Gordon (KIA)
M/Sgt Homer T. Green

Maj. Thomas W. Greenwood Jr.
Lt. Paul D. Hagstrum

Lt. Victor Hansen (KIA)

Lt. Gilbert Kauffman (KIA)

Lt. Xavier A. Kramer (KIA)

Lt. lvan J. Kubanis

Lt. Edward J. Latimer (KIA)
S/Sgt Haustes Leonard (KIA)
S/Sgt Robert L. Lewis (KIA)
S/Sgt Alex J. Leslie (KIA)

Lt. Col. Clarence J. Lokker (KIA)
S/Sgt John J. Luce (KIA)

Lt. Bruce Lyon (KIA)

Lt. Charles Matzger (KIA)
S/Sgt Edward E. McDonald (KIA)

Lt. Frank S. Mesick

S/Sgt Edwin Miosky (KIA)
S/Sgt Lupe A. Montana (KIA)
S/Sagt Francis Mulrooney (KIA)
Lt. Harold F. Owens (KIA)
S/Sgt George Payne (KIA)
Capt. Robert G. Petranek
S/Sat Paul Pfalzgraph (KIA)
S/Sgt Theodore Prickett (KIA)
Lt. Herbert Raetz (KIA)

Lt. Ralph J. Rinard

S/Sgt Charles E. Roberts (KIA)
Capt. Joseph P. Rothwell Jr.
S/Sagt Richard Rutgers (KIA)
Lt. Daniel J. Ryan (KIA)
S/Sagt Elbert Scroggins (KIA)
1st Sgt James M. Sexton

Lt. Robert L. Shaw

Lt. Harold Shoener (KIA)

Flt Off R. J. Smith (KIA)

Cpt. Irving R. Stringham (KIA)
Cpt. Robert Swanzy (KIA)
Maj. Harry Swartz

Lt. Paul A. Tarantino (KIA)
T/Sgt Joe Taylor (KIA)

Cpt. Arthur C. Tennille Jr. (KIA)
Flt Off Pope Thomas (KIA)
S/Sgt Ray Welfording (KIA)
S/Sagt Verlin Williams (KIA)
Lt. Weiser W. Wilson (KIA)
Lt. William D. Wine (KIA)
S/Saqt Richard Wise (KIA)
Cpt. Harvey D. Wright (KIA)

“WELL DONE,
BE THOU AT PEACE”

NOTE: The names shown above have been taken from records, some of which are more than forty years
old. We have made this list as accurate as records and memory can make it. However, we do not think it
could possibly be 100% accurate. Therefore, if any observer detects a misspelled name, an incorrect rank,
or any other error, please send the more accurate information to the Squadron Secretary.
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783RD BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ESCUTCHEON
A circle d'argent charged in triple armorial bearings.
ENSIGNS
Chief dexter: twin hearts de gules entwined.
Chief sinister: a bouquet de gules et vert.

Au fond a Bomberatum Liberatus adrool with tongue aloll in modo recum-
bent. To the fore, a nose aflame. The navel emblazoned with two bottles of
yellow, barred black, surmounted by wings mechanized in quadruplicate. The
nombril sinister holds twin tails.

Base points, blank.

At the fess or heart point, “Shack Rabbit” au cheval. Above, a coat of green
with vols d'argent surmounted by a fiddle and bow rampart in arms akimbo,
balanced by a tie of yellow and gauntlets of mauve. A zany grin holds the honor
point, topped with one each cap, garrison, olive drab and twin ears extending to
chief sinister. Next the ears a string of bubbles extending to the chief middle
point.
Thesis: Motto:

“Umbriaggo™. *Quid Fit".

EXEGESIS

The Seven hundred and eighty-third Bombardment Squadron is an entity
whose antecedents remain somewhat obscure due to the gaps in available in-
cunabulae. That it was an organization and not one of the families included in the
heraldic register is certain.

The escutcheon itself is highly symbolic in the style common to the period. The
origin and meaning of the symbols is characteristic of the era, WWII. The primary
and secondary ensigns refer to a song of the early 20th century entitled, “Hearts

and Flowers”. This song was used in contemporary drama to indicate that some-
one, usually a young female, had been done wrong. The 783rd adapted this
song, particularly to the accompaniment of a fiddle, to indicate sympathy for a
fellow member who “needed his ticket punched”. A microscopic examination
reveals that the flowers in the bouquet are surrounded by a cluster of mustard
leaves (Genus Brassica).

The major bearings, Bomberatum Liberatus and Oryctolagus is significant in
that the Bomberatum Liberatus was an ancient type of air machine in which
members of this organization dropped crude explosives on a circle of white
painted on the ground, and one contemporaneous rumor has it that this was
even accomplished on objects belonging to an opposing organization referred to
as “Nasties” with considerable success. The fact that bottles are being dropped
indicates that this organization was more interested in the Epicurean things of life
and good fellowship than in destroying their fellow man. However, according to
the historical account of the operations of this organization during an early strug-
gle known as World War II, there is no doubt that they could fight like Hector,
Achilles or the Brooklyn Dodgers. The rabbit (Oryctolagus Coniculus) was in-
spired by a cartoon character, called Bugs Bunny which represented to the
people of that day a certain type of mild insanity apparently often associated with
individuals who flew the machines referred to above. However, this rabbit is not
Bugs Bunny but his cousin, “Shack” Rabbit.

Above the waist the rabbit’s garments are the typical costume of the organiza-
tion. The vols d'argent were worn by all individuals who occupied these flying
machines.

The bubbles ascending from the rabbit’'s mouth account for the obvious emp-
tiness of the bottles. This has led Heraldic experts to conclude that the 783rd was
a drinking organization. However, it has been unimpeachably established that
the 783rd is here depicted as assiduously practicing an ancient, Military
Aeronautical Training Program called, “Blind Flying”.

The thesis, “Umbriaggo”, must have been a mystic shibboleth or password for
there has never been an accepted translation.

As a secret organization the ostensible purpose was to drop things on things
and to fight. This paradox is an anomaly which is illustrated by a literal translation
of the motto, “Quid Fit", (in contemporaneous vernacular, “What's Cooking")
indicating a restless desire for action.




