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WARTOENDAI,I,WARSENDED64YEARSAGO
81stSetToExploreTrumanMuseum  andWhitemanAFB

The  atomic  bombings  of  Hiroshi-
ma  and  Nagasaki  were  nuclear
attacks  near  the end  of  World  War
II  against  the Empire  of  Japan  by
the United  States  at the  executive
order  of  U.S.  President  Haq  S.
Truman  on  August  6 and  9, 1945,
respectively.

After  six  months  of  intense  fire-
bombing  of  67 other  Japanese
ciLies,,  followed  by an ultimatum

i siliich  was  ignored  by  Japan,  the
ii uclear  weapon  "Litiie  Boy"  -*as
dropped  on the city  of  Hirosbima
on Monday,  August  6, 1945,
followed  on  August  9 by  the
detonation  of  the "Fat  Man"
nuclear  bomb  over  Nagasaki.

The  bombs  killed  as many  as
140,000  people  in  Hiroshima  and
80,000  in  Nagasaki.  In  both  cities
the overwhelming  majority  of  the
dead  were  civilians.

Six  days  after  the detonation  over
Nagasaki,  on August  15,  Japan
announced  its surrender  to the
Allied  Powers,  signing  the
Instrument  of  Surrender  on

September  2, officially  ending  the
Pacific  War  and  therefore  World
War  II,  whie:h  would  go down  in
the  annuls  of  liistory  as 'the  war
to end  all  wars'.

The  war  in Europe  had  ended
earlier  when  Germany  surrendered
a little  over  2 months  before  on
May  7, 1945.

President  Truman  Museum  Archives

Independence,  MO
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Scot down  25 enemy  aircraft
Received  TWO

Presidential  Unit  Citations

ENDING  THE  WAR  TO  END  ALL  WARS...

Before dropping  the firstAtornic  Bomb  the people  of  Japan were  deluged  with
millions  of  leaflets  dropped  by B-29's  urging  the citizens  to petition  the
Emperor  of  Japan to accept  our  terms of  surrender  and end the war  or risk  the '("'
awesome  devastation  of  all of  their  cities

This  is a transcript  of  the leaflet  which  was dropped  on Japanese cities
immediately  following  the bombing  of  Hiroshima.

This  is a photo  from  the 'Library  of  Congress  Archives'  showing  the
'Enola  Gay'  being  up-loaded  with  the  A-Bomb.  The  'Bomb'  appears  to be-
resting  in a pit below  the level  of  the tarmac.  If  there  is anyone  out  there
that  can describe  this  procedure  of  loading  bombs  on a B-29  please
enIiighten  me.
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A  entimental
burney  for  Orren  Lee

y Carole  Lee

n and  I had  the  opportunity  to

ride  in  the  Liberty  Belle,  a restored

B-17  which  has  been  flying  around

the  United  States  giving  rides.

It  was  in  Sioux  Falls  for  a week

at the  Business  Aviation  Field.

The  Sioux  Falls  Argus  Leader

advertised  that  it  would  be giving

rides  on  the  weekend.

My  boss,  Mike,  and  Dave,  the

Engineer/Project  Manager  I work

with,  called  me  in  the  office  to  tell

me  they  would  like  to give  Orren  a

ride  in  the  B-17  that  was  out  at the

airport

I made  the  comment  that  Orren

was  a radio  operator  and  gunner

on a B-24.  They  said  they

would  check  to see if  the  B-24

yne"  When

O!ren and earole  p6's6-'ffit thj  Waist posit'i6M i6'ileaij  flijtit"'

' Cheyen'ne,  WY  whe,re

our  grandson-in-law

a is a pastor  and  }iad  a

ride  on  a Harley,  now

a B-17  ride!!!

I think  I will  save

b ungee-jumping.

We  were  scheduled

pilot.  I was  somewhat

apprehensive  as to how

safe  this  flight  was  going

to be. I did  not  have  a

parachute.  We  were  given

earplugs  as tbe  aircraft

revved  up  the  engines  and

checked  gauges,  etc. This

took  quite  awhile.  Orren

said  he never  had  earplugs

auring  tne  war  and  he

wasn't  going  to use  them

now.  I soon  took  mine

out  also.  I was  totally

unprepared  for  the  emotion

I felt  as we  took  off.

Unbelievable!  I felt  a lump  in  my

throat.  We used  seat  belts  cturing

take  off  but  were  allowed  to  roam

al] over  the  plane  while  in flight.

We  were  in  flight  about  h  hour.

We  flew  at an altitude  of  about

1500-1800  ft.

lns!iri6iivly  recffilliHj  'Ris training,"Orion  prepar'es t6'?'ire his 50
at a formation  oT flying geese that he was sure were ME-l09's

that  Orren  had  trained  on  a B-17

he told  Dave  to call  and  make  the

arrangement.  They  and  invited  me

to accompany  Orren  as well.

Of  course  I said  "for  sure,  but  I

don't  need  to go".  I had  seen  the

price  in  the  paper  of  $430.00 e:ch.
Mike  said  "I  have  always  wanted

to do  this  for  Orren."  I told  him  I

am  working  on  my  'bucket  list'.

-)RhivaevreignOAnreizIounb"a,nghaddOWanho'hteaiSr"
balloon  ride,  and  just  the  week

before  they  had  a "Blessing  of  the

Before taking off, Carole  and Orren Lee pose in front of the Collins  Foundation's  B-17

to be the  first  riders

early  Saturday

morning.  They  led

us out  to  the  plane

so we  could  look  it

over  and  a briefing

from  the  flight

engineer.  We  loaded

with  a crew  of  3,

pilot,  co-pilot,  and

the  flight  engineer

and  7 other  riders

plus  the  pilot's

young  son. I was

glad  to see a co-
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MyFirstTourofaB-24
By: Patty Kill

dInOmA?ouusrt,oafU20S0.8,rathVeelWlnignegxsholfbF,rOefe-
some  of  the country's  most  famous
World  War  II  aircraft  came  to the
Dayton-Wright  Brothers  Airport  in
Dayton  Ohio  for  a three-day  event.

Since I live  very  close  to the airport
it  would  be my  chance  to finally  tour
the  inside  of  a B-24,  the plane  my
father  'flew  on as a bombardier  in
the 781s' Bomb  Squadron.  Driving
home  from  work  on August  11, the
first  day of  the event,  I could  hear  the
very  loud  roar  of  planes  flying  over-
head. Then  I saw  the B-24  and B-17
cireling  the airport  right  above  me.

IOtfwmays naes1p8ehcbtOaresuhlareasr7hthte. nsoei";eeraaund
were  outside  talking  about  the WWII

ploainnet,sIflk';"newg OthViesrhweadsdanAoIppfhoartfunity
I couldn't  pass up.

"at'  top of
the nose slightly  behind the nose turret  with
the title "Dedicated  Crew'  honoring  individuals
who were instrumental  in restoring  this B-24.
Heading  the list is the name of James  Althoff
as Pilot, our former  and 1 st President  of our
Association

This tour  is organized  and sponsored
by  the Collings  Foundation.  I knew
many  of  the members  of  the 781s'
have  seen these  planes  which  are the
only  ones of  their  type  still  flying.
So the next  day  I went  to tour  the
planes  and  find  out  all  I could  about
the  experiences  my  Dad  and the other
veterans  of  the  781st must  have  had
on  the B-24.  I also  knew  that  Jim
Alltoff,  President  Emeritis  of  the 781s'
Squadron  Association  was a signifi-
cant  supporter  of  this  foundation.

members  and organizers.  I intro-
duced  myself  and  told  them  I was
interested  in  touring  the plane  and
wrfftng  an article  for  the 781s' news-

letter. They  immediately  took  me
"behind  the ropes"  and called  over
the B-24  crew  chief  Jeremy  Cain  to

Nlovuer,mMera. 8eairnsOwn'alk'eodurmeFothrrtohuegnhext
the plane,  answering  all my  questions
and allowing  me to access  sections  of
the plane  not  open  to other  people  on
the tour.

I found  out  that  the B-24  was the

H;.t end,  ;:;:  i;H,Sp.l,Wi;-,
oil  containers  sitting  underneath  the

glil.aneAats20'hOegahllaovnes'Oofcf'ugc'hoen':ruomWend

kearVehotourbirtl,isgathgaotoadl0tnhigntgOOtheEyndtoernot
ing.from  the rear  of  the plane,  my
initial  reaction  was  how  stark  it  was,
certainly  not  built  for  comfort  in any

way. Not  that  I
was expecting

raettaedn"dnffnlt"%huItstons
and  tray  tables,
but  there  were  no
padded  seats and
'in some  cases

twohsai't fohn!'whaoduld
not  even  call  a
seat. Lots  of  cold
metal  everywhere
- all  functional,  no
luxury.

I had  to walk
down  the very  narow  catwalk  to
get to the  front  of  the plane  which
reminded  me of  a gymnastics  balance
beam.

:xS.a?,,oxP,=:A:::.:.;"::;d
way  and  reach  down  to loosen  stuck
bombs  as they  were  flying  in enemy
temtory.

I also  could
not  believe
the size of

"ihnegsoAernthe
guns  on the
sides  of  the
plane.  A

'&ueesvIe"otenranfosr
-  how  did
you  not
fall  out  of
the plane?
Also,  how
did  you  not  shoot  your  own  wings
off?  My  guess  is that  it  took  lots  of
training  and  practice.

I was then  taken,up  to the cockpit
and allowed  to sit in the pilot's  seat.
To get there,  I had  to crawl  over  the
controls,  careful  not  to hit  the  brake
or the red  strap  holding  the throttle.  I
remarked  that  it  was extremely  dif-
ficult  to see out  of  the plane  and was
told  that  the B-24  was  one of  the most
difficult  aircraft  to fly.

I asked  Mr.  Cain  about  his experi-
ences  since  as the chief  mechanic,  he
was required  to be onboard  when-
ever  the plane  flew. He told  me how
he was surprised  when  they  did  a
simulation  of  a bomb  drop  and how

Wmnot  bounce at all even""" of weight. HoweveJ
when  they  simulated  firing  the guns,  -
the  plane  shook  incredibly.  So maybe

the veterans  can
ell  me if  this

"  really  how  it
as?

Tliile  I do
know  much

airplanes  or

ying,  I felt  very

or'iunate to have
is rxperience

cujoyed  the
'v' 11'  treatment

a article
nr'rt's just  Same

of  my thoughts
of  the tour  and I
am very  inter-

ested in getting

feedback  to some

of  my questions.

So feel free to

send me your  comments  at:-

gkill@woh.rr.com>.

That day  I spent  touring  the  B-24

made  me  appreciate  even  more

what  the  men  of  the  781"  Bomb

Squadron  did in  service  to  our
country.

.....Patty  Kill
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ore  to
Inde  endence

'IdependenceisthehomeofPresident
Harry  Truman  and  the  beginning  of  the

Santa  Fe, Oregon  and  Califomia  trails.

It's  a place  for  fun  where  you  can  experi-

ence  terrific  shopping,  wonderful  restau-

rants,  numerous  accommodation  choices,

and  a variety  of  exciting  attractions  and

outdoor  activities.

There's  so much  to see

and  do in  Independence

From  unique  shops

to sixteen  heritage  at-

tractions  that  played  a

key  role  in shaping  the

future  of  our  nation,

it's  all  there  in  a great

hometown  atmosphere.

Just  minutes  from

Kansas  City  and  the  4th

largest  city  in the state,

The  National  Frontier

Trails  Museum  located

in Independence  is a

museum,  interpretive

center,  and  research

library  dedicated  to

telling  the  rich  history

of  America's  principle

western  trails.

One of thes mosta
-}fascinating  epics  in

American  History  is the

stoty  of  the overland

rnigra;ions  across  the

western  American  wi]derness  during  the

mid-nineteenth  century.  Thousands  of

wagon  trains  slowly  snaked  their  way

along  nigged  trails,  crossing  wind-swept

prairies,  barren  deserts,  and  formidable

mountain  ranges.  The  pioneer  adventur-

ers faced  storms,  mud,  swollen  rivers,

accidents,  deserts,  choking  dust,  thirst,

deadly  plagues,  and  many  other  dangers

to seek  trade,  new  homes  and  opportuni-

ties  in  the  West.  Many  did  not  survive  the

gnieling  journey,  with  tens  of  thousands

of  unmarked  graves  silently  guarding  the

trails  today.  This  extraordinary  saga  ranks

ATTEMPTS  TO  FORM
JOINT  81st-  82nd
REUNION  FIZZLES...
Overthe  past  few  months,  efforts  were

being  explored  on the  possibility  of

having  the 782nd  join  the  781st  at the

reunion  at Whitetnan's  AFB.  Carole

and  I had  been  comrnunicating  with

AeanruOsIIya,W"aypoEra'aitiOmroefthIheemi78s2sinodn"'was
progressing  and  destined  for  a "GO".

However,  Deaxi  suffered  a serious  injury

and  has been  committed  to a wheelchair.

today  as the largest  voluntary,  overland

mass  migration  in  the history  of  the

world.

The  three  principle  trails  which  crossed

the  West  were  the  Santa  Fe, Oregon,  and

California.  Tlie  Santa  Fe Trail,  begun  in

1821,  was  a 900-n"iile  foreign  trade  rorite

unique  in American  History  due  to its

overland  rather  than  seafaring  commerce.

The  2,000-mile  Oregon  Trail  began  to

be heavily  traveled  in 1843  by settlers

wanting  to establisli  new  homes  in  the

north
equally  long  and  grueling  California  Trail

to seek  their  fortunes  in the  gold  fields.

Together,  these  three  :mgged  pathways

and  their  pioneers  changed  the  face  and

history  of  America.

Independence,  afrontiervillageofonly

a few  hundred  people  poised  on the

edge  of  American  civilization,  was  the

principle  "jumping-off"  point  for  all  three

of  these  western  trails.  Founded  in 1827,

thc  town  first  became  the  eastern  termi-

nus for  the Santa  Fe Trail,  and  later  as an

"outfitting"  post  for  the Oregon  and  Cali-

As  a result  of  the  injury  he has been

forced  to curtail  his efforts  so there

will  be no  official  joint  session.  He did

inform  us that  he would  still  attempt  to

lure  some  of  his  group  to  attend  ours.

781st  BS
2009  Reunion

October  4-5-6-7,  2009
Hilton  Garden  Inn
Independence,  MO

SEND  IN  YOUR

RESERVATION  TODAY

fornia  emigrants  as well.  Every  spring

during  the  trails  period  the  center  of

present-day  Independence  was  blanketed

by  thousands  of  emigrants,  complete  with

wagons,  teams,  other  livestock,  tents,

cargo,  and  supplies.

Commotion,  confusion,  and  excite-

ment  reigned  as wagons  were  purchased,

loaded,  and  organized  into  trains.

Many  of  the  emigrants  washed  and

watered  their  livestock  with  water  from

the  large,  free  public  spring  once  located

just  a hundred  yards

north  of  today's
onal  Frontier

rails  Museum.

Thousands  of  wagons

ed down  the hill

the  square  and

passed  this  spring

crowded  carrip-

site,  bound  for

xico  to  trade,  or

new  home  in

on or  California.

ater  still  flows  from

pioneer  Spring

the  grounds  of  the

museum.

989-90  the

onal  Frontier

rails  Museum  was

by  the  State  of

Missouri  with  the
aivi.rig  portion  of

Waggoner-Cmtes
incorporated  into

design,  The  old

s locker  rocim

was  refurbished  as well,  and  serves  as

the  national  headquarters  of  the  Oregon-

California  Trails  Association.

Operated by  the  City  of  Independence,

the  Trails  Museum  tells  the  story  of  the

exploration,  acquisition,  and  settlement

of  the  American  West.  An  award-winning

introductory  film  prepares  visitors  for  the

interpretive  exhibits  which  guide  them

along  the  Santa  Fe, Oregon,  and

California  Trails.  Quotations  from  trail

diaries  are extensively  used,  allowing

pioneer  travelers  to tell  of  their  experi-

ences  in their  own  words.

FLYING  TO  KANSAS  CITY

For  those  of  you  who  are  flying

to  the  781St  Reunion  and  want  to

share  the  cost  of  a taxi  to the  Hotel

with  someone,  email  Carole  Lee  at

<elee75@q.com>  and  give  her  your

flight  information.

She  will  inform  you  of  others  who

will  be  arriving  at that  same  time

providing  you  with  their  email

address  and  /or  phone  number  so you

can  arange  to  meet.  Check  the  June

2009  Pantanella  News  for  Shuttle

information
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PAGE  2
association

in  the  781  st
1945.  The

al  1  meuxbers

contacted,

for  ourseives

PURPOSE  -  The  purpose  of  this
as  members'txip  al  1  who  served
beginning  in  1943  until  July
a newsletter  of  interest  to
1 o s t  "  o 1 d b u d d i  e s "  c a n  b e
history  of  the  squadron

is  to  locate  and  have
Bomb  Squadron  from  its

association  will  pubiish
and  furnistr  a roster  so

We  v  ill  a I s o  d e v e 1 o p  a
and  our  families.

REUNION  -  We  plan  on  a reuniori  next  year  and  at  the  present  time
are  workirig  on  Coiorado  Springs,  Colorado  for  September.  Plans
are  to  be  n e ar  so  ate  A ir  Force  ac  t i  v ity  li  ke  the  Ac  ad  emy  or  a
museum,  etC*  Future  platxs  wi  11  be  decided  at  the  first  reunion.
Nost  of  you  h av  e indicated  you  va ill  atte  nd  a re  uni  on  and  we  wou  1d
expect  to  thave  over  100  meuibers   plus  wives.

781st  HISTORY  Welre  working  on  this  and  expect  to  have  a ful  1
history  by  reunions  Anytbing  that  you  have  that  might  be  of
help,  .ple,a.ae  let  us  know.  We  have  no  records  to  work  from  so
the-y  al  1  }ia-',re  to  be  dug  up  from  the  past.  We  can  find  some  iri
old  ail  itary  records,  but  personal  items  have  to  couie  from  ug*

CRJWS  We
the  squadron

encourage  crews  to  plari..teun.i..o..ns  at  t.h-e
reunion,

same  time  as

465  BOMB  GROUP  -  There  is  no  active  group  association  that  I
know  of,  We  wouid  like  to  tie  into  a  group  reutxion.  Some  vork  is
beirig  done  to  see  if  it  can  be-  aorie  for  next  September  We  ai  l
want  to  keep  oar  squadrons  together;  however,  it  would  be  nice  if
we  C J  u l  d a 11  m e e t  i  n  i  n d i  v i  d u a 1  g q u ad  r  o n s a t  n e a r  b y  h o t  e 1 s a n d
one  day  make  it  a 465  Bouab  Group  affair.  I  mentioned  ttxe  780th
and  783rd  as  having  reunions.  The  782rid  had  their  first  one  in
Dayton  and  Marcel  and  I  spent  an  evening  with  them  -  ariother  fine
group.

WIVES

special
W i  v e s wi  l 1  b e a p a r  t  o f  t  h e re  un  i  o n  an  d we  w il  1  h a v e

events  for  them.

PIERRE  J.  J.  KEJ[DY  -  Pierre  has  been  selected  to  be  the  first
m emb  e r  t o h a v e h;  s  s t  o r  y  t  o ). d.  P i  e r  r  e  h a p p e rxed  t o  b e m y  t a il
Bun-aer  so I k;toy  him  quite  wt!  I  and know  h:is  8tOr7*  We atr:ived
in  Pantapel  la  Augus.t  27,  1944  and  little  did  Pierre  krxov  that  six
week@.-  Saf4,r  he  wo:i3d  be  POW*  After  flying  22  sorties  he  was
scheduled  f:=r  Cap.ri  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  .fo'e"-test  aamp*  The
n i  g h  t  b e f  o r  e h e wa  s pu  11  e d f  r  om  t  'h e r  e s t  c a rn p  o r  d e r  s an  d h a d t o
fill  in  on  Lt.  Alexander  Lovey's  crew.  Co-piIot  vas  Lt.  Raymond
Horse.  T'he  target  vas  Blecbammer  arid  the  date  was  Friday,
October  13tb.  The  sortie  € 88  #i3  for  pi.ette.  That  morning  al  :L
went  we  11  unt  il  turn  ing  o ff  the  IF  wit  h  fu  12  abomb  Io  ad  and  j ust
beginning  the  bomb  run  when  Ye  l low  "L"  took  a  d'tect  hit  in  the
gas  tanks  in  the  right  wirig.  Needless  to  say,  the  plane  'became  a
flaming  firebal  1.  Pierre  managed  to  get  out  of  hfis  turret  and
crawl  forward  to  get  out  of  the  hatcb  in  the  floor.  He  was  last
out  of  the  waist  section.  By  that  time  fire  was  extending  beyond
t  h e w a i  s t w i  n d o ws  an  d t  h e p l an  e w a s v i  b r  a t i  n  g  an  d o u t o f e o n t r  o 1 .
He  d id  not  knOW  vhat  vas  go  ing  on  up  front  unt  il  a fter  capt  ure
wh  e n h e 1e  a r  ned  bo  t  h pil  o t  s 'we r  e  KI  A  an  d th  e  r  a st  o f th  e c re  v go  t
out,  After  being  captured  he  ended  up  at  Stalag  Luft  #4  in  Gross
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And  Letters...

From:
Subject:
Date:
To:

Frank,

malt6022@aol.com
Command  Pilot  James  Althoff
May  23,  2009
frank@frankambrose.com

It  is with  a heavy  heart  I inform  the  781st

BS Association  of  the passing  of  Jim
Althoff.  At  10:05  AM,  Friday  May  22,
lie  flew  his  final  mission.

The  end  had  been  rapidly  approaching,
but  until  the last  day,  we  had  hoped  he
would  have  one  more  opportunity  to see

his loved  B24  of  the  Collings  Foundation
while  they  were  in town.  Sadly,  it was  not
to be. He was  not  able  to go with  fellow

residents  on Monday  for  a van  ride  to the
planes  I had organized,  as I had  for  the

past  5 years.  In  his  "memory  box"  outside
his  room.  I had  his  pilot's  log  opened  to

the page  where  he last  flew
"All  American".

The  end  WaS  extremely  quiet  andpeace-
ful  with  me at his  side.  He  retnained  an

officer  and  gentleman  to the  end.  Tl'ie  staff
was  truly  sad to have  hitri  pass,  everyone

on duty  came  to pay  their  respects  while
we waited  for  the  moituary  to come,  tears
streaming  fron"i  their  eyes.  I was  amazect
by this  as these  people  deal  witki  this
al:most  daily.  Dad  profoundly  toueiied
e-veryone  he rrret.

Although  I did  not  participate  in many  of
the events  of  the  781st,  I spent  many  years
folding,  stapling,  stamping  and  address-
ing  the newsletter.  I also  would  sometimes
take  dad  to the  printer  and  proof  read  on
occasion.  Sue and  I were  fortunate  to
participate  in the DC  reunion  on belialf  of
dad.

Ourfamily  has suffered  ahuge  loss  with
his  passing,20as  has his  family  of  the
781st.  He  is now  with  his  beloved  wife.
Agnes.

May  God  Bless  you,  I have  said  before,
you  all  are "the  greatest  generation".

Mike  and Sue Althojf

From:  becky@iscastings.com
Subject:  781st  Pantanella  News
Date:  July  13,  2009
To:  frank@frankambrose.com

Hi  Frank  -

We'd  love  to have  any  and all  join  us at the

783rd  Reunion  in  Washington  DC

October  16-19

If  anyone  would  like  to  attend,  have

them  email  me  and  I'll  send  them  a

packet.

<becky@iscastings.com>

Have  a great  day!  !!

Becky

Becky  Meyer  is  the783rd's  BS

Association  Secretary

781s' BS Assoc  2009  Reunion

October  4-5-6-7,  2009

Hilton  Garden  Inn,  Independence,  MO

Tel: 1-816-350-3000

Reunion  Agenda

Sunday,  October  4, 2009

3:00  PM  to 9:00  PM  Registration/Hospitality

Monday,  October  5, 2009

9:00AM-  5:00  PM  Registration/Hospitality

7:00  PM  Director's  Meeting

Tuesday,  October  6, 2009
Bus to WhitemanAFB8:00  AM

10 :00 AM-11:00  AM

11 :00 AM-12:00  Noon

12 :00-13:30

5:00  PM

Memorial  Service

Lunch  -  Mission  End

Tour  B-2,  A-10,  Apache

Business  Mtg  - Hospitality

October  7, 2009
Truman  Museum

Open  Bar

Banq'pet  - Hotel

Program

781'=t MEMORABILIA
ffThe  reunion  in  Independence  will
=,,' be giving  us an opportunity  to

jf gather  memorabilia  to be donated
, to the  Strategic  Air  and  Space

"!":, Museum  for  the  781s'  BS Exhibit.

p' If  you  have  items  you  wish  to
,'=,, donate,  please  bring  them  to the

.'xi reunion. We will display them in
;:" the hospitality  room,  record  them
', with  the donor  and  deliver  them  to

j,": the Museum  after  the  reunion.

: LEST  YOU  FORGOT
If  you  have  forgotten  where  you.
placed  the 2009  781st  Registration
Reunion  Fomn  worry  no more!

Stop  reading  this  Newsletter  and
fill  the form  out  and send  it in

cOonmcee baOcukVaenmdaclolendtin'u"ento'hreenad the
balance  of  the Newsletter.
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The  PANTANELLA

NEWSROOM.....
' "Dne  of  he most  boring  chores  in

6roducing  the newsletter  is the job
of  adhering  the individual  address
labels  and  postage  stamps  to each
of  the  issues.

Generally,  the time  spent  in editing

and  working  on the layout  takes

a little  over  two  months,  how-

ever  once  the paper  is printed  it's

imperative  that  they  be mailed  as

soon  as possible.

To  accomplis'h  this  task  of  "stamp

lickin'  I generally  solicit  help  from

volunteers  at the local  MeDonald's.

Once  there,  I look

for  any  small  group

of  two  opmere  chat-

ting  Senior  Citizens

and  then  humbly

attempt  to  solicit  their

service  to  volunteer

for  the  chore.

In  most  cases  every-

one  is more  than

eager  to  assist.

Needless  to  say,

I had  to  buy  the

coffee....

Shown  in this  foto  are  volunteers  at McDonald's  in Gloversville,  New
York engaged  in labeling  and  addressing  one  of the  past  editions  of the
Pantanella  News.  Left  to right  are:-  Marguerite  Burlingame  with  her
husband  Waldo  Burlingame  and  Mary  Neri.

Big  Spring  Bombardier  School
Webb  AFB  in  Texas

TheArmyAir  Forces  Bombardier  Sebool
and  Webb  AFB  in  Texas  was  constmeted
in May  of  1942.

The  purpose  of  the  field  was  to train
aviation  cadets  ixi high  altitude  precision
bombing.

Training  consisted  primarily  of  ground
school  courses  and  practice  missions

over  a target  area  larger  than  some  of  the
nation's  smaller  states.  The  post  proper
covered  an area  of  1,280  acres.

The  first  class  of  cadets  (118  men)  ar-
rived  Sept. j6,  1942,  to begin  bombar-
dier  training  in the B-18  and  theAT-11
training  planes.  After  an intense  three
month  course,  the class  graduated,  exactly

te year  and  ten  days  after  the  Japanese
sombed  Pearl  Harbor.

Perhaps the  most  zealously  guarded  secret
at the Big  Spring  Bombardier  School  was
the Norden  bombsight.  At  the outset  of  the
United  States  involvement  in  the  war,  the

Norden  sight  was  rated  as far  superior  to
any  previously  developed  instrument  for
computing  a bomb  trajectory.

The  instruments  were  so highly  classified
that  they  were  stored  in a heavily-guarded
vault  such  as banks  have.

When  students  prepared
practice  runs,  they

get  clearance  to
ault  area,  and  when

their  sights,  they
in pairs  aCCOmpa-

y armed  security.

f  the bombardier's
required  that  he

end  the sight  secrets
death,

orty-second  class  of
to finish  the school

leted  the  course  of
g and  received  the
wings  of  bombar-

on  Sept  26,  1945.
that  time,  nearly  6,000

ts had  graduated
""'  andthefield'straining

planes  had  flown  approximate]y  400,000
hours  and  more  than  60 million  miles.

Over  1,200,000  practice  bombs  had  been
released  on  nearby  bombing  ranges.  While
engaged  in  this  huge  training  program  and
under  wartime  conditions,  only  four  fatal
accidents  occurred.

Many  of  the  youngmen  who  trained  at
the school  went  on  to fly  combat  missions
in such  planes  as the  B-17  Flying  For-
tress,  B-24  Liberator,  B-25  Mitchell,  B-26
Marauder,  and  B-29  Superforiress  in  both
theatres  of  World

A  number  of  the  781st  Bombardiers  are
Big  Sping  Bombardier  School  Alumni.

The  Princess  I

FIVE  RULES  FGR  MEN
TO  FOLLOW  FOR  A
HAPPY  LIFE:

1. It's  important  to have  a woman.
who  helps  at home,
Who  cooks  from  time  to time,  cleans
up and  has a job.

2. It's  important  to have  a woman,
who  can  make  you  Laugh.

3. It's  important  to have  a woman,
who  you  can  trust  and  who  doesn't  lie

tO Jan.

4.  It's  important  to have  a woman,
who  is good  in  bed  and  who  likes  to
be with  you.

5. It's  very,  very  importantthat  these
four  women.....

Do  not  know  each  other!!!
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What  We  Will  Be
Doing  In
Independence

The  Harry  S. Truman  Library  and
Museum  is located  on a small  hill  in
Independence,  Missouri,  Truman's
hometown.

It  was the first  presidential  libraiy  to be
created  under  the provisions  of  the 1955
Presidential  Libraries  Act,  and is one of
twelve  presidential  libraries  administered
by the National  Archives  and Records
Administration.

Unlike  his successors,  Truman  actively
participated  in the day-to-day  operation  of
the Library,  personally  training  museum
docents  and conducting  impromptu  "press
conferences"  for  visiting  school  students.
He frequently  arrived  before  the staff  and
would  often  answer  the phone  to give
directions  and answer  questions,  telling
surprised  callers  that  he was the "man
himself."

Fromthe  time  the Library  opened,
President  Truman  maintained  a working
office  there,  often  working  five  or six days
a week.  The  office  appears  today  just  as it
did  when  Harry  Tmman  died  on Decem-
ber  26, 1972.

PresidentTniman's  funeral  services  were
held  in t,he Library's  auditorium  and he
was buried-iri  the 66:uffyard.  His  wife,
Bess Tniman,  was buried  alongside  him
in 1982.

The  museumoffers  an introductory  film
on the life  of  President  Truman,  and two
floors  of  exhibits  relating  his life  and
presidency  through  photographs,  artifacts,
film  clips,  documents,  and memorabilia.  It
was the first  presidential  library  to contain
a full  scale replica  of  the Oval  Office,

The  library  also contains  The  White
House  Decision  Center,  an educational
program  in which  school  students  take
on the roles  of  President  Truman  and his
advisors  facing  real-life  historical  deci-
sions  in a recreation  of  the West  Wing  of
the White  House.

The  mural  'Independence  and the Open-
ing  of  The  West'  by Thomas  Hart  Benton
adorns  the walls  of  the lobby  entrance.
The  mural,  completed  in 1961,  was
painted  on site by Benton

781st  BS
2009  Reunion

October  4-5-6-7  2009
Hilton  Garder;  Inn
Independence,  MO

SEND  IN  YOUR

RESERVATION  TODAY

Replica  of  the  Oval  Office
The  full  scale  replica  of  the Oval  Office  was the first  presidential  library  to contain  that
feature  and has been  copied  by the Johnson,  Ford,  Carter,  Reagan,  and Clinton  libraries.

Mystery  Photo...
The  above  photograph  that

appears  to  be  of  a young

recruit  fresh  out  of  boot  camp

was  sent  to  me  in  a plain

brown  envelope  with  no  iden-

tification  or  return  address.

If  any  of  you  can  identify  or

shed  any  information  about

this  young  lad  please  inform

me  so  as  I can  pass  it  on.

This  Letter  to Carole
from  Want Longaere

Carole,  I  put  together  a little of  some-
thing  that  / remembered  about  Jiin  Althoff
that will  be qf  use to ))Ou to put in the
bulletin.

Wait

Tribute  to Jim.....
When  I heard  Jim  was  trying  to locate

members  of  our  squadron,  I imrnedi-

ately  contacted  Jim  to help  him  locate

the  members  of  our  squadron.

He  had  a roster  of  all  the  names,  so he

gave  me  a bunch  of  names  of  which

I located  quite  a few.  Mter  we got

a lot  of  the  members  located  he then

suggested  a reunion.  He  then  planned

to make  it  central  anct we  agreed  on

Colorado  Springs  for  our  first  reunion.

He  then  traveled  to the  city  to find

accommodations,  so they  would  be

affordable  for  all  of  us including

meals  etc.

He  was  always  very  thoughtful  and

considerate  of  everyone.  I worked  with

Jim  on all  the  reunions,  and  I and  my

wife  always  managed  to get  together

for  lunch  and  dinner  (even  a toddy

in  his  room.  Jim  enjoyed  scotch.)  We

got  to know  him  and  Agnes  real  well

and  considered  them  as good  friends.

He  did  a good  job  for  our  squadron.

Thanks  Jim  for  serving  and  loving  oui-

country.  And  now  sve say  goodbye.

May  your  soul  rest  in  peace.  Amen!
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FOLDED  WINGS

James  C. Althoff...
Piiot:  Althoff  Crew

JalTleS  c. Althoff  Born  in Lansixig,  Iciwa,
December  8, 1922.  Died  May  22, 2009,
:fter  battling  Alzlieimer's  for  several
years.  Predeceased  in 2004  by his loving

s%niftheeAAgrnmesy. AHlerjCoOinrepdS wwinl9TI4I4a%ayplnil?ot57
combat  missions  out  of  Northern  Italy
in B24s.  He met  and  married  Agnes  in
Milwaukee  after  the war  and  moved  to
California  to join  fellow  pilot  Ernie  Van
Aspern  in  business.  Together  they  built
Ernie's  Liquors  to a chain  of  90 plus
stores.

Liquor  Stores  Association,  California  Retail
Liquor  Association  and was on various  other
association  boards  of  directors.  Inducted  into
Sky Ranch  Foundation  Hall  of  Fame  in 1995,
a charitable  foundation  providing  funding  for
Sky Ranch  for  Boys  in South Dakota,  helping

troubled  teens. An  avid  duck  hunter,  boating
enthusiast  and flier  he built  several  ultra-lights.
He enjoyec'l his family,  gardening,  water  skiing,
scuba diving,  fishing  and traveling.

He remained  active  in business  until  Alzheim-
er's slowly  took  his ability  to actively  partici-
pate.

He  is survived  by  three  brothers,  three
sisters;  two  children,  Patricia  and  Michael;
five  grandchildren  and  five  great-grand-

Called  backto  serviceforKoreanWar,
Jim  served  as a pilot  instructor  in Bi7,
B24,  B25,  T28  and  T33s.  After  Korea  he
stayed  in  Active  Reserve  and  flew  fighter
jets  out  of  Hamilton  Field.

He  resigned  his  commission  in 1957  and
devoted  full  time  to family  and  business.
He  was  awarded  Command  Pilot  Status.
In  addition  to Ernies  Liquors,  he was  an
owner  or  partner  in  various  businesses,
restaurants  and  bars,  apartments  and  mo-
tels  on  the  Peninsula.

Co-founded  and ran  from  his home,  the
781st  BS  Association  (WWII  B24s);  was
instrumental  in establishing  Jackson  Ran-
cheria  Casino;  and  helped  Indian  tribes
nationally.

He  served  terms  as president,  National

aatttaI ,p+l(  aa 0. . . . {   . %  ,  i.)al.0  I*  ) A  y)  -.  .   .   . . +  4 tt0/A t: m
)1 0 7'1  0 ,,   ) ,' a '= < ,da" "  "  '  '  t  0 {  +. % € ( I s

children.

He  will  be greatly  missed  by all  who
knew  him.  A  Funeral  Mass  was  held
Thursday,  May  28 at 10:00  am  at Church
of  the  Nativity,  210  0ak  Grove  Ave,
Menlo  Park,  with  Burial  following  at Holy
Cross  Cemetery,  Men]o  Park.
Contributions  to charity  may  be made  in
Jim's  name  to Sky  Ranch  Foundation,  PO
Box  8420,  Fredricksburg,  VA  22404,  or
the  Alzheimer's  Assn.,  Northern  CA,  1060
La  Avenida,  Mountain  View,  CA  94043.

781s  '  Friends  -

I'm  writing  tliis  in the n'iiddle  of  July.
Recently  we celebrated  the  birth  of  our
Nation.  Have  you  ever  wondered  what
happened  to the 56 men  who  signed  the
Declaration  of Independence?

Five  signers  were  captured  by  the  British

TaswIe'lvIeOrhsadanthde'iro'houmreedsbreafn0sraecIkhee! and'de'
burned.  Two  lost  their  sons  serving  in  the

RSOenvsocluaptitoUnae7 ArmNlneyO;tanthoeth5e6r had "voand
died  from  wounds  or  hardshipfsoo?thh'e
Revolutionary  War.  They  signed  and  they
pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and
their  sacred  honor.

What  kind  of  men  were  they?  Twenty-

fmOeurrcWhaenrets,lanWi%eerwsenredfArum"eIrss aEnledven Were
plantation  owners;  men  of  means,  'we!e

OedfuIncadteepde,nbduetntcheeybsoigWnl.endgtfhuellDweeclllarthataiton
the  penalty  would  be death  if  they  were
captured.

Carter  Braxton  of  Virginia,  a wealthy

Noanmtetrheansdeatsrabdyer,seaBwnhtilsshs\\yasvysmHepetsOld

han'sdhdoimedeiannrdags.ro"\'eh'om'esasIo'!ca%eham'sdwebatssso
hounded  by  the  Britisli  that  he was  forced
to move  his  family  almost  constantly.  He

hselsrvfeadmil.nlythWeaCs ongresyhmlditlhnogu!lasy,Oasnsdes
k7,,toimn

ws'oanss'hiWserre6wIa"rd.enVandalhsjmor'saonl"di!OrsVleo'oXed
the  properties  of  Dillery,  Hall,  Clymer,
Walton,  Gwinnett,  Heyward,  Ruttledge,
and  Middleton.
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