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Gene  Barnett  with  his  permnal  B-24  Liberator

The  Rnfirling  of  a B-24  Liberator

get  at  it. The  ki-t  was  designed  using  the B-24D  (Sliawlxeriy  Bileh)  that is in the Dayton
Ohio  Museum.  The  kit  was  provided  with  the  parts  to build  a model D.



I decided  to build  a copy

of  the  J  model  that  I flew  from  It-
aly to the states  after  the  war.
The  plane  was  serial  NO

44-41122  (Hot  Matilda)  which
my  crew  and  I picked  up at the
processing  point  in  Italy  and  left
there  on  the  7th  of  July
1945.

We went  first  to
nqsqh1qnr'q  qq they  pad
a  dust  storm  at
Marrakech  where  we

were  supposed  to land
and  stay  overnight.  We
went  to Marrakech  the
next  day,  refueled  and

flew  on to Dakara. We
stayed  there  overnight
and  crossed  the  Atlan-
tie the  next  day  to Na-

tal,  Brazil.  The  next  day  we flew
to Puerto  Rico  and  on  to Savan-

nah  Ga. We unloaded  there  and
went  our  separate  ways,  leaving
Hot  Matilda  there  never  to see
her  again.

I would  like  to  thank  all  of
the  Air  Crews  and  Ground  per-

sonnel  who  preceded  us to Italy

for  the  job  they  did  in  decreasing
Germany's  might  so that  oura

tour  there  was  mostly  unevent-
ful.

Back  to the  building  of  a

B-24.  I took  the  pieces  out  of  the
boxforthefirsttimeinNov  1992
and starated  work.  Conshauction
was  majmy  according  to the  kit
except  the  nose  and  the  center  of

the wing.  I redesigned  the  nose

to accommodate  a nose  turret
and  made  thewing  m two  pieces,

as it  was  seven  and  a half  feet
long, so it would  be easier  to
transport.  Sometimes  because
of  the changes  I would  not  phys-
ieally  work  on  the  kit  for  weeks

or  months  while  I  mentally
worked  on  the  problems  associ-

ated  with  the  changes.

I used  my  memory  and
any pictures  I  could  find  in

hobby  shops  and libraries  to
help  in  makingthe  plane  as close
Lo the  real  one  as I could.

There  were  two  trau-

matic  incidents  that  happened
during  the  construction:

Firast: the sink  m the
kitchen  was  directly  over the

work  bench  in the basement

where  I was  building  the  plane

and  it  developed  a leak.  When  I
checked  the  plane  the  fuselage
had  about  a quart  of  water  in  it.
I poured  the water  out and
sweated  for  a  couple
days.Luckily  I  used  a  glue
(Tight  Bond)  which  was  not  af-
fected  bythewater  and  thefuse-
lage  was  ok  after  it  dried  out.

Second:  One day after

putting  a coat  of  primer  on the
fuselage  I was  taking  it  back  to

the basementwhen  I missed  the
bottom  step  and  fell  on  my  face.
Luckily  there  was  a pfle  of  dirty
clothes  where  I fell  and  we (the
plane  and  I) were  both  OK.  I put

approximately  20  coats  of
primer  on  the  completed  plane.
I decided  with  putting  all this

work  in building  the B-24  I
would  not  fly  it. So I changed
the motors  from  gas to electraic.
I made  the gear,  flaps,  ailerons,

rudder,  elevators and  motors,

radio  controlled  so I could  taxi
it and have  control.  Using  the
nose  art  photo  of  Hot  Matilda
that  was  in the 781st  History
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 Book  and  my  memory  I used  my

computer  and  made  the  art  I put  , ., . ta -a .,,a,j','
on  the  model.  I have  and  am  hay-

ing  to  put  as much  detail  on  the  . :'  -'-'

model  as I can.  l hope  to  bring  ,h . - _ w

the  model  to  the  next  reundon  if  _ . a'. _ _. _

everythinggoeswell.  -y.,'a:a; -

_ "" W)'Q'.... 1. 'i  ...,""-('= "  '  -"  aq  .h  --  "  *"" ' ";"'Q" "  *a'a" :"" - - q 0 )'%.,,  ,,_ % 0 @  "  "  - "

IbelievethemodelofHot  ' . =- ---=-;;-.-,,'  _-..,.'.,

Matfidaisofthequalitytobeina  x. - .-: - '- -J :: -;'-:"'JT' . , ' _,  .:a ,,,4"  04.  ..
04.  -
)+4  l  ,' i' S*,_'.: %{  '.

museum. There are two muse- (i ..-=.1 H.,;:,",i,,,'.a - ,...,,,.,., ,,, _,,, ,,,,,,,,,_,, - - -=-===-=ums I have in mind. The B-24  'o4_:= .._  ii"  .,:,.  _

Coulsoer"ado"'AirpMueubs'eoumcoattha"ean"'owe '!""X'- - ' =' !='
. +  ;  }"  "  "  ::  '  q  - '+a!  7 v  }  g  y  - -  4. _,- '}0  a(  .  ,:'g,.1,   ' ,'+.   , '=

}.  }  :$  ) . elosedLoweryAFB.  _ _.,,.  " , ..

.. #i  .   - 4  ' a _@;J@ "  >  _  ' "'-..:==m

Hi  Jim.  I am  not  very  good  at

writtng  but  here  it  is and  maybe  The Real Hot Ma"'lda
you  can  f'uc it up. Gene.

I

ENEMY  FIGHTER  ACTIVITY

ContinuingthearticlebyOtisScottstartedinPantanellaNewsNumber65 I
MISSION  #52:  26 July  box  of  the  group  was  3 miles  far-  dispersed  them,  destroying

'44  A/D-BadVosla-11-,Austria  15  to  ther  to the  rear.  The  bombers  10.-  Enemy  fighters  were  re-

20  enemy  alc  were  observed  at-  were  flying  at 19,000  feet  over  a  ported  usingeither  rockets  or

tacking  a formation  30 miles  9/10  undercast  at 17,000  feet,  pre-fused  20  mm  shells.  The

west  of Lake  Balaton  area. One one P-51 @oup, escort tor 'A" attaek, coming  out  of the un-
enemy  arc passed  within  500  wing,  was  covering  the  main  der-east  was  so sudden  that

yds.  of  the  formation  and  made  a  body,  flying  360  degree  circles  upon  interrogation,  only  one

non-ag@essive  pass  and  is over the lead @aoups. Under tail gunner had confirmed
claimed  as destroyed.  these  circumstances  at  1137  that  he had  seen  the  enemy

hours  40/50  enemy  aireraftiden-  fighters  for  an  instant  before

MISSION  #56:  3 Aug.'44  tified  as ME  l09's  and  FW  190's  the  attack  was  pressed  home.
A/C  Wks  Friedriehsehafen.  Ger-  in  annroximatelv  eaual  num-  Destraoved:  10 bombers-  in
-  -  -  - - ---  -  -  -  -  '  -  ----  ----  ---'  -  --  --  -x-y  -  --  ------  J  -  -1--  --  ---  -  --  -  -  J  -  --  -  -  -  ----  -  -  -  y -  -

many.  En  route  to  the  base  from  bers,  attacked  from  below  out  of  fighters.

an  operation  over  the  under-east,  from  4  to  7

Friedriehsehafen,  group  no.  2 of  o'clock.  They  made  a single  pass  MISSION  #58:  7 Aug

thirdwinffin  the  column  ofwinas  at "C"  and  "D"  boxes  with  a few  &44 0/R  Bleehhammer  Four
--  -  ---  g  -  -  -  - -  - -- - -  'C)-  -  - -  -  --  -  --  -  --  - --  -  --  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  '  -  -  -  -  -  ---------  -  -  -  -  -

had  dropped  behind  to  cover  one  enemy  fighters  carrying  through  (4) ME l09's  were  seen  be-

of  its  aircraft  which  had  suffered  to  "B"  tiox.  Eight  bombers,  4  tween  Gyor  and  Bratislava  at

flak  damage  over  the  target  area  each  in  boxes  "C"  and  "  D",  were  1220  hours  at  21,000  feet.  4

When this  @aoup reached  a point lost  as a result  of this  single at- to 6 ME l09's  and one ME
just  south  of  Innsbruck,  Austria,  tack.  In  response  to calls  for  as-  110  or  410  in  the  target  area

its  leading  elements  had  fallen  a  sistance,  the  fighter  escort  made  at  1131  hours  at  22,000  feet.

distance  of  15  miles  behind  and  contact  with  the  enemy  aircraft  3  4 ME  l09's  attacked  the  for-

to the  left  rear  of  the  wing.  "C"  minutes  later  at 1140  hours  and  mation  at 1220  hours,  eom-
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ing  from  11  o'clock  high  across

able  box  and  baker  box.  Crews

state  that  the  fighters  took  full

advantage  of  the  sun  and  most  of

the  gunners  didn'tsee  the  e/aun-
til  they  were  right  m the  bomber

formation.  One  gunner  said  he

could  see  the  shells  bursting  be-

fore  he  could  see  the  fighters  in

the  sun  and  he  said  that  the  rate

of  closure  was  so  fast  that  most

of  the  gunners  did  not  have  time

to  fire  ashot.  Itappearedto  some

observers  that  the  e/a  were  mn-

ing  at  the  lead  ship  and  one  shell

burst  about  20  feet  from  the  left

wing  of  the  lead  ship  but  did  no

damage.  It  was  also  thought  that

one  rocketwasflred  at  the  bomb-

ers.

The  fighter  escort  at the

time  was  above  the  bomber  for-

mation.  The  escort  immediately

chased  off  the  attackers  and  oiy

the  one  pass  was  recorded.  It

should  be  noted  that  the  un-

der-cast  below  the  formation

presented  an  ideal  cover  for  e/a,

The  bombers  apparently  did  not

see  the  e/a  coming  m and  out  of

the  sun  until  they  were  actually

in  the  bomber  formation.  No  at-

tack  came  from  this  direction,

probably  because  the  escort  kept

diving  below  the-  under-  cast  to

reconnoiter.  One  probable  is

claimed.

At.  1130  one  ME  109

made an attack on the @aoup be-
low and behind our @aoup and
while  flying  toward  our  forma-

tion  at 5 o'clock  low  was  de-

stroyed  by  one  of  our  gunners.

ThisME  l09wasnotpressingm'i

attack  on  our  formation,  but

rather  was  recovering  from  a

pass  just  made  on  the  formation

below.

MISSION  #  70:  24  August

'44  Pardubice,  Czech.  No  enemy

aircraft  made  a  direct  attack

upon  our  formation,  however  50

or  more  ME  l09's  with  a few  FW

190's were seen by our @aoup be-
low  the  formation  at  49 26  N / 15
30 E at 1233  hours.  These  a/c

made attacks on the @aoup ahead
and  two  of  them  breaking  away

and  passing  close  to  our  forma-

tion  are  claimed  to  have  been  de-

shaoyed  The  two  a/c  claimed

destroyed  were  ME  l09's.  One  of

these was m a @aoup of 4 which
had  come  away  after  attacking

the 464th @aoup. These a/c
passed  between  dog  box  and  able

box,  within  350  yds  of  the  for-

mer,  allowing  the  nose  gunner  of

the  former  to  fire  at  and  destroy

it.  The  other  deshaoyed  a/c

passed  within  200  yds  of  the

nose  of  A-I  allowing  the  naviga-

tor  an  easy  target.

MISSION  #114:  6 De-

cember  '44  M/Y  Bratislava  While

the  formation  was  making  a 180

de@aee turn after rallying off the
target,  20  to  25  ME  l09's  and  FW

190's  approached  from  the  rema

in  two  formations,  a high  box  of

14  or  more  and  a low  box  of  7 to

9  planes.  The  attack  began

northeast  of  Bratislava  at  1118

hrs  and  continued  untilll50  hrs

m the  vicimty  of  Gyor.  Attacks  on

this @oup were all from the rear
and  were  generally  unaggressive.

Two  formations  of  enemy

a/c attacked  simultaneously:  A

seven  a/c  formation  attacked

from  7:00  o'clock  closing  to

about  400  yds  before  breaking  to

the right;  a 4 a/c formation  fur-

nished  a  diversionmy  attack

breaking  off  at  800  to a 1000

ymads.  There  were  several  single

attacks  from  5 to  7 o'clock

which  broke  off  m a  split  'S"

showing  the  belly  of  the  en-

emy  a/c  to  the  formation  at

800  to  1000  yds.  The  464th

bomb @aoup was flying just
to  the  left  of  our  formation

mid  the  majority  of  the  at-

tacks were agmnst the 14t
boxin  their  formationwhich

was  scattered.

Most  of  the  single  at-

tacks  agmnst  our  formation

resulted  from  enemy  arc
breaking  away  from  their  at-

tacks  on  stragglers  and  scat-

tered a/c of the 464th @aoup
which  drew  in  toward  "dog

box"  of  our  formation  for

protection.

Four  ME  l09's  are

claimed  as deshaoyed  and

one  ME  109  is  claimed  was

a probable.  Attacks  on  the

464th  were  generally  m the

tail  cone.  2, 8, and  4 alc  at-

tacked  in  haafl  from  5 to 7

o'clock  breaking  off  to the

left  and.  right  of  the  B-24  at-

tacked,  the  second  breaking

over  the  B-24  attacked,  and

continued  alternately  break-

ing  above  and  below  the

plane  attacked.

One  straggler  was  at-

tacked  by  five  planes

abreast  from  6 o'clock  with

the  center  plane  closing  the

attack  to  200  yards  and  div-

ing  down  and  under.  A

straggler  was  shot  down  by

a coordinated  attack  with

one  ME  109  attacking  from

below  in  a steep  climb  to-

ward  the  ball  turretand  four

ME  l09's  coming  over  the

plane  in  trail  from  6 o'clock

and  performing  a split  "S"
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into  the  B24,  firing  as  it  came  out

of  the  dive  of  the  "S"  and  heading

out  at  6 o'clock.  Two  ME  l09's

were  observed  to  have  been  shot

down  by B-24's  m the  464th

Bombardment  Group.

This  information  (preced-

ing  pages)  was  compiled  from

monthly  siimmqrips  for  the

months  of May  and  June  of

1944,  the  first  two  months  that

the  465th  Bomb  Group  operated

out  of  the  Pantanella  Army  Air

Base.  Details  for  the  month  of

July  1944  and  subsequent

months  through  April  1945  are

from  Narrative  Mission  Reports

which  were  written  and  submit-

ted  to the  55th  -Bombardment

Wing  for  each  mission  flown.

Target  Abbreviations:
O/R - Oil  Refinery
M/Y  - Marshaling  Yard
A/D  - Airdrome
A/C - Aircraft  factory

- Aircraft  works.

Formation  at  Psntsnellq  in  hnnor  ofFranklin  D.  Roosevelt's  death  onApril  12,  1945.

See  page  8.
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Frank  Ambrose,  our  squadron  photographer,  has  put  up  a WebSite  on

the  internet  that  should  prove  of  interest  to  all  the  members  of  our  Asso-

ciation.  In  addition  to  a brief  history  of  the  465th  Group  and  tidbits  about

the  781st.,  the  site  depicts  several  photos  of  B-24  Nose  Art  based  at

Pantanella  and a variety  of other  aircraft  in italy  during  1944/  1945.

The  heading  on  the  Home  Page  starts  out  with  the  following  declaration:,

*Dedieated  to  my  fellow  Airmen  of  the  78ist  Squadron  *-  465th  Bomb

Group

(H)*,15th  Air*Foree*.  Italy  *1943/1945*

The  site  can  be  accessed  on  the  internet  by  typing  the  following  URL:-

http:  / /www.frank  ambrose.com.  Or you can search  it by entering  any of
the  fonowing  Keywords:-  '781st  Bomb  Sqd','465th  Bomb  Gyoup','Photos  of

15th.  AF'  in  the  Altavista,  Lycos  or  Yahoo  Search  engines.

i

tive Bob Elliottwas en route to a an unlikely source. The Ger- l
bombing  mission  at a German  mans  considered  anyone  with

WWII  Aso"threefinaier"me"'np"ataecaecmhubteerds"'afg"e"ly tthoebreankaeoof4seresanionteanadoambcoevre.
from  about  4,500  feet,  some,  in-  In  the  U.S.  scheme  of  things,  a

cluding  Elliott,  landed  in  a farm  sergeant  is  a

Weddi@ng  rolnelcdeiAive'aelipnf'chfi"cagmoe,riewahgouhioattd nano"AtncOe""ricansswi'onthedaioowf'lecrerranhIf
to a farmhouse  where  several  were  captured  by  the  Ger-

women  were  getting  ready  for  mans,  he  was  apt  to  txe treated

GOWn  daughter.  AS  Elliott  and  his  solution  Wag  to promote  any-

the  wedding  of  a  farmer's  less  well  than  an officer.  The

mates  straipped  off  their  equip-  one  who  flew  air  missions  to  a

ment  and  outer  clothing  one  of  minimum  rank  of  sergeant.  So

s eWn  FrO  m "theatwlinomedenth"e=pearreaach"uteesnyTxohne thEffie@opttr,isva,tesoupanMddcothr'oerra'esst inof
womanhadaninspiraation-why  theArmyAirCorps,astheser-

not  make  awedding  gown  out  of  vice  was  then  called,  all  were  i

Paraehulte'tir1esiyshn'enw"tmoath'eersS'ew'oam'ewn'rrehnebgeoano't'.edro'opui'iethir:'mkasOsfpsreo-r
gown was created It looked motion  off required  tact and i
great.  The  wedding  took  clout.  The  airman  who  negoti-

En@ne trouble  caused plaee.And,  as fara as is known,  ated it  with  the higher  authori-
the 10 crewmen  aboard  a U.S.  the  Hungarian  couple  lived  hap-  ties  was,  of  all  people,  Major

B-24  Liberator  to abandon  the  pily  ever  after.  At ahout  the  Clark  Gable,  winner  of  the  U.S.

plane  over  rural  Hungary.  The  same  time,  the  U.S.  airmen  Air  Medal,  not  to mention  an ,

crew,  including  Mt.  Lebanon  na-  were  ganted  a favor,  thanks  to  Academv  Award  Oscar.
%  %
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B-24  Production  Facilities

Different  models  of  the  B-24  were  msmifsrhire.<l  at  different  facilities.  Those  were:  Consolidated

at  San  Diego  and  Fort  Worth,  Douglas  at  Tulsa,  Ford  at  Willow  Run,  and  North  American  at  Dal-

las.  The  followig  information  was  extracted  from  :Log  of  the  Liberators"  by  Steve  Birdsall.

MODEL TOTAL

CONSOLI-

DATED

SAN  DIEGO

CONSOLI-.

DATED

FORT

WORTH

DOUGLAS

TULSA

FORD

WILLOW

RUN

NORTH

AMERICAN

DALLAS

B-24A 36 36 I
B-24B o l
B-24C 9 9 I
B-24D 2, 728 2, 415 303 10 I
B-24E 791 480 1
B-24F

NO

Production I
B-24G 430

430 I
B-24H 3, 100 738 582 1, 780 I
B-24J 6,678 2, 792 1, 558 205 1, 587 536 I
B-24K I
B-24L 1667 417 1,250 I
B-24M 2, 593 916 1, 677 I
YB-24N

Total

7

18,  039

CONTRACT

6, 585

CANCELLED

2, 599 1, 277

5, 168

ORDERED

6, 301 966
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History  of  "Taps"

From  Stan  Winkowski  and  Paul  Durckel

rve  never  heard  this  story,  but  tain  decided  to  risk  his  life  and  superiors  to  give  his  son  a full

history  and mc  buffs (and bring  the stricken  man back for  military  burial  despite his en-
others)  will  be moved  by  it.  medical  attention.  emy  status.  His  request  was

We  have  all  heard  the  only  partially  granted.  The

buntirug  song,  "Taps."  It's  the  Crawlingonhisstomaeh  Captain  had  asked  if  he  could

sorg  tfiat  gtves  us  that  > lump  through  the  gunfire,  the  Captain  have  a group  of  Army  band

in  otga throats  and  ustmlly  cre-  reached  the  stricken  soldier  and  members  play  a funeral  dirage

ates  tears  in  our  eyes.  , do  began  pulling  him  towarad  his  tor  his  son  at  the  funeral.

you  knaw  the  story  behind  the  encampment.  When  the  Captain

song? If  not, I  think  you uyil{ be finally  reached his own lines, he The request  was turned
pleased  to fird  out about it's  diseovereditwasactuallyaCon-  down, since the soldier  was a
humble  beginnings.  federate  soldier,  but  the  soldier  Coiederate.  But,  out  of re-

was  dead.The  Captain  lit  a Jan-  spect  for  the  father,  they  did

Reportedly,  it all  began  tern  and  suddenly  caught  his  say  they  could  give  him  oiy

in 1862  during  the  Civil  War,  breath  and  went  numb  with  one  musician.  The  Captain

when  Union  Army  Captain  Rob-  shock..  In  the  dim  light,  he  saw  chose  a bugler.  He  asked  the

ert  Ellieombe  was  with  his  men  the  face  of  the  soldier.  It  was  his  bugler  to  play  a series  of  rnusi-

near  Harrison's  Landing  in  Vir-  OWn  SOn.  cal  notes  he had  found  on  a

ginia.  The  Confederate  Army  piece  of  paper  in  the  pocket  of

was  on  the  other  side  of  the  nar-  The  boy  had  been  study-  the  dead  youth's  uniform.  This

row strip of land. During  the ing music  in the South  when the wash was @anted and The
night,  Captain  Ellicombe  heard  war  broke  out.  Without  telling  hauntingmelody  wenowknow

the  moans  of  a soldier  who  lay  his  father,  the  boy  enlisted  in  the  as "Taps"  used  at  military  fu-

severely  wounded  on  the  field.  Confederate  Army.  The  fonow-  nerals,  was  born  and  the

Not  knowing  if  it  was  a Umon  or  ing  morning,  heartbroken,  the  words  follow.

Confederate  soldier,  the  Cap-  father  asked  permission  of  his

Day is done,  Neath the stars,  I, too, have felt the chills
Gone  the  sun  Neaffi  the  sky,  while  listening  to "Taps"  but

From  Uhe Iakes  I have  never  seen  all  t/ieAs  we  go,

From  the  hills  This  we  know,  words  to  the  sorugurgtil  now.  I

From  the  sky.  God  is  nigli.  didn't  even  know  there  uzas

All  is well,  more  thnn  one  verse.

Safelyrest.  , __...,:

God  is  nigh.  I  also  ruever  krgew  the  story

- "  - behirui  the  sorug  and  I  didn't

Fading  light  knoup if  you had either. So I
Dims  the  sight  thought  rd  pass  it  along.

And  a star  - '  -'  a": - a"
Gems  the  sky,  "  a = I  now  have  an  even  deeper

Gleanning bright  respect for  the song than I
Fromafar,  premouslyhad.Ed.

Drawing  nigli,   - - - a - " '  -

Fhasane"d"r"aise, %-J-!'-  "";"ffik!';'
or our DAYS, - -"  , -;4p J  "T

Ne_ath_:he s_un, __________r - _.- _- -- ' _'2_j_. ____a a r __ _ _ _.______ _ ____ ____. ________ ___J'
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88,  Springfield,  a departed

from  this  life  Jan.  30,  2001,

in  Farose  Place.  The  son  of

William  and  Myrfle  Carter

Woody,  he  was  born  act  6,

1912,  in  Peace  Valley,  MO.

He  was  a  veteran  of  the  15th

Air  Force,  465th  Bomb

Group,  781st  Bomb  Squad-

ron  The  radio  operator  on

Gene  Barnett's  Crew.

He  was  a retired  retail  store

division  manager  and  was  a

member  of  University

Heights  Baptist  Church  for

46  years.He  was  preceded  in

death  byhis  parents  and  one

brother,  Raymond.

Woody  is  suraived  by  his

wife,  Doris,  of  the  home;  one

daughter,  Kim  Woody,

Springfield;  one  son,  Brent

Woody,  Ozark;  a  sis-

ter-in-law,  Elizabeth  Woody,

Spgfield;  two  nephews;

and  one  niece.

From  Newspaper  dippiru)

sent  by  Woody's  widow:  Do-

ris  Woody; 1133  W. Stanford
8t.;  Springfield  MO
65807-1981

Andy  Getsy;  Com-

@J J %J  * kl * %i  %J YY a  Il

Hair  cutswere  a

problem  for  me  in  Italy.

During  the  war  I had  ny

hair  cut  in  a flat  top

fashion.  I did  notwant  a

"burr  head"  cut  and

would  wave  my  hand

back  and  forth  so the

Italian  barbers  would

not  cut  it  round.

Finally  one  day,  a bar-

ber  turned  around  and

picked  up  a brush  and

said,"  Similar  brush?"

From  that  day  I aIIways

knew  how  to  tell  them  I

wanted  a flat  top.

At  the  Red  Cross  Center

I  got  the  full  barber

shop  treatment.  In-

cluded  was  a cut,  sham-

poo,  facial,  manicure,

and  something  I  had

never  even  heard  of, a

singe,  which  was

performed  by  lighting  a

long  thin

candle  which  was  then

lightly  passed  over  the

ends  of  my  hair.

mL  -  ---L-1-  -  -3  -  -  J'  -  -  -11

munieations  Section,  passed

away  on  Feb  22,  2001.  His

home  was  at  Poland,  Ohio.

Andy's  daughter  advised  us

of  his  death  but  we  have  no

details.

IIle  WllOle  prlCe  IOr  all

this  treatment  was

about  a dollar  and  25

cents.  In  Italian  money

this  amounted  to one

hundred  and  twenty

-five  lire.

Folded  Wi

In  Memory  of

Cot.  James  W.  Wriy,  Jr.  Retd.  U.8.A.F.

Date  of  Birth

March  19,  1919

Entemd  into  Rest

May  18,  2001

8erdoea

Thursday,  May  24,  2001

One  O'Clock  P.M.

Sunset  Funeral  Home  Chapel

San  Antondo,  Texas

Offlditing

Chaplain  1st  Lt.  John  D.  Vander  Kaay

Cremation  Inurnment

Fort  Sam  Houston  National  Cemetery

San  Antonio,  Texas

Sunset  Funeral  Home

San  Antomo  TX  78218



PX  Items  For  Sale

We're  getting  low  on  many  items.  Buy  themwhile  they  still
are  available.

Our favorite: 781st Mug. IJust  saw one like  it  with  a B-24
on it  for  910.00
Our  beautiful  mugise6.50  pluse3.50  shhipping.  Buy__two andget
pne  free.

Pissed  off  Indian  Leather  JacketPatehAte20.00  plus  el.50  ship-
Ping-
B-24  Rubber  ink  Stamp:  e3.00 plus  el.50  shipping.
Embroidered  781st  Shoulder  Patehes:  92.00 plus  81.50  ship-
Pi"g-
465th  Rudder  Pins:  93.00  plus  91.50  shipping.

465th Bomb Group caps: Beautiful Blue wiUh Gold Scrambled IEggs. Only  a few left  85, plus  91.50  shipping.
I

781st  Bomb  Squadron  Stationery  :

Beautiful  gold  and  blue  printing  on  white  paper.  Souvenir  of  the

Travis Air Base, Fairfleld, CA Reundon. Squadron Insi@ia  encir-
cledwithgold  leaf. Send  aletter  to a comrade.  Itwill  be a beautiful

souvenir.  While  it lasts,  below  our  cost  at 82.00  per  pack  of  flve

sheets  and  five envelopes.  pgy  five packs  of  five and qet one  pack
i of  five  free.
I

Send  your  orders  to:  Barney  G. RusselN

1014  N. Washington  St.:  Magnolia,  AR  71753

Sick  Call

Loren  Foote,  Ord-

nance  Section  and  our

Squadron  Association

Chaplain.  Had  heart  surgery

(five  hours)  but  is  recovering

very  well.

Herbert  8cblossin,

Cornmuications  Section.

Had  quadruple  bypass  sur-

gery  and  a heartvalve  repair

in  July.  He  is  recovegvery

nicely  and,  with  Shirley,  ex-

pects  to attend  the  Omaha

reunion.

Editor's  Corner

This  newsletter  was  delayed  due to the reunion  and  now  there  is some  further  delay  due  to

the  New  \ork  Terrorist  attack.

As most  of  you  know  the reunion  was scheduled  for  Oct. 13 to 16".  When  the Terrorist
attack  occurred  it  changed  the plans  for  many  of  us .I called  a number  of  our  members  involved
with  the  reunion  to determine  what  to do. We  could  cancel  it, delay  it or continue  as planned.  It
was  the  opinion  that  it would  be difficult  to contact  everyone  and  that  the number  already  on  the
way  would  be disappointed.  Therefore  the  reunion  plans  continued.

I found  the  airline  and  airport  that  I would  fly  from  was  closed  and  no flights  were  available.
By  the time  I made  all  the calls  and considering  other  plans  it  was  too  late  for  me to attempt  to
drive  therefore  X had  to cancel  my  plans  to go to the reunion  as did many  who  were  going to
attend.

There  wilN  be a survey  at the  reunion  and  possibly  some  earls or correspondence  to others to
determine  what  plans  should  be made  for  a future  reunion.  When  these  facts are known  I will
discuss  the  matter  with  the  officers  and  directors  for  a final  decision.

Jim  Althoff
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like  to  include  in  a  future  edi-  years.  I'm  quite  certain  none  of
tion  of  the  Pantanella  News.  the  Ordnance  people  were

aware  of  what  he was  going
From  Georqe  Harteloo:  through  and  I'm  equally  con-

ML  J
CALT, Y

>l
'z@
zS
II

vinced-  not  manv  if  an-v sauad-
On  page  8  of  your  ron  personnel"knew  what  was

Pantanea  News,  Number  61,  happeningeither.
Pf"am  BOb  Ell40tti  BE!Qer  E7'?,m- dated  .hilv  2000  Mr-  Glenn

"""-"J  ="a-  '--  -"---

'e'  Haywood  says  that  I,  George  As  far  as  the  Omaha  re-
Harteloo,loanedhimahammer  union  is concerned  we  cannot

De"  J'a  Enclosed 's a over  in  Italy  in  1944  or  1945.  make  any  definite  plans.  My
CkeCk f"r m)' su'scr!p"'on  'o  Mr.  Haywood's  picture  appears  wife's  left  eye  cornea  transplant

'e  P"Onella  NewS which I on  the  same  Page  8, however,  I  is coming  along  slowly  and  it
alWaVS 100k fO"d  'o-  cannot  truthfully  say  I remem-  will  be  another  3 or  4 months

ber  him  or  the  loaning  a ham-  (estimated)  before  the  Dr.  will
In Augusts  we had a mer  to  him,  but  I was  there  at  release  her.  However,  the  right

a'e  reun'on  "  'e  that  time  and  he  correctly  eye  is  now  beginning  to  indicate
Clodfelter crew in Pi'ttsburgh.  spelled  my  last  name,  which  no  a similar  problem  and  at  thisPA- something  we  have  been  /%1-ill  61ela  Pi/%elel  yy!  ts*  *lits*  *=my  *=ms  +hzii  T%#  4'aziiziileq  e*1ieh  laVlllff  hyiiyzii- - -'  -  -  aa  -  -  - - - --  - - a'- - -  --  UIIC  C;18C L1C8  (IIILI  (IL Lll(IL  Lllll(;  LIIIIC;  LIIC  1  - 1 €;C:1;!I 811C: lllJ  llV  CdOmg far a number  Of VeaI"s - myhairwas  red,  itiswhite  now.  to  g6  thru  surgery  on  this  eye  as
len 'O"s  '  n'e  d'fferen' I do  not  doubt  that  I loaned  him  well.  As  we  move  along  thru  the
SiaieS- EVer3r0ne of 'e  re- the  hammer.  I'd  appreeiate  it  year  I'll  continue  to  update  our
main'ng CreW Came eXCePf very  much  if  you  would  send  status.
Gunner Royal Wilson who was this  letter  to  Mr.Glen  Hayuood
unable to attend at this time.  whose  address  I do  not  have.  Nothing  more  to report

Attendjng  were: Donald  so  we'll  talk  again  soon  I'm
od  W'l"aa Clodfelt_<r - o_"een__7 From  Bob Freed,  Ordnance  sure.wood.  IN:  Bombardier  .Tohn  I.  c,,',...
- - -  -  -7  --  - ?  --   --  o  -----  --  OR-(;llUfl

Wll' SOn - St Clan" Shores. MI; p(a()  %@.'HBaiylB fi'(@.y
Fhgbt Engineer  Calder  La Ihavejustfindshedread-
Shel5V and Mel?'a - Deleon. ing  the  newsletter  (#64)  for  the  All  of  you  guys  in  the
TX; Rad"o OPeralor Ja Charles second  time.  This  was  one  of  781st  have  been  so kind  and
JOublanC and Penny - the  best  issues  that  you  have  good  to  keep  us  up  to  date.  Jim
Zme""e>  OH; ToP Tuffef ever  put  out.  Harry  Carl's  his-  loved  you  all  so  much  and
Gunner CnaT'leS R- Hennp'jll tory  notes  were  meticulously  looked  forward  to  each  issue  of
and DOT!S - Cm'on>  NC; T"  documented;  Frank  Ambrose's  the  "Pantanella  News."
Gunner Ro"e"- Ha Munson - photos  were  excellent  (when  We'll  miss  him
Chesapeake Beach. MDa aren't  they)  and  your  post  mor-  "bunches",  but  the  many  fun

AlThOugh I was 'e  tem  on  Ken  Sutton  was  one  of  and  happy  memories  will  last
Flight Engineer  with  the Gerry the  finest.  (oreVe,
Bilger  crew.  I was  called  on  to-  -0  -  -  -  -  -  - - -  -  - - --  -  -  -  -  -  --  --

substitute  for Cader SnelHV On rm  certain  that  many
December IE' 1944 on a m"  who  took  the  time  to closely  I
s'on 'o  Blec,hamme,r. read  this  issue  were  surprised

I a"a "  enclOs'g  o as to  Harry's  detailed  deserip-  '
COp7 0f an a'Cle  u7blCb ran in' ii@Hg @[ p@  ii  Bll began  and  '
one of the local counily  y(BB'  info  On  Ken  Sutton's
newsPaPers WhiCh VOu migbt lengthy  illness  of  the  past  10
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781 St BOMB  SQUADRON  ASSOC

2 Mt  Vernon  Lane,  Atherton,  CA  94027

January 01, 2002

MR. ORREN J, LEE

23 22 BRAEMAR  DR.

SOUIXFALLS SD 5n05

Address  Service  Requested

First  Class  Mail

Postage & Fees Paid

Menlo Park, CA

Permit # 998


