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THIRD  REUNION  HUGE  SUCCESS
SAN  ANTONIO  PROVES  TO  BE  GREAT  CITY

National  news  was  focused  on the hurricane

Gilbert,  the Presidentialrace,  and  the Olym-

pics,  butin  San Antonioourfocus  wasonthe

'88  Reunion  for  the 781st  Bomb  Squadron

and the first  reunion  for  the 465th  Bomb

Group.  And  what  a time  we  had. To  those

attendingforthesecondandthirdtimeitwas

all expected,  the outpouring  of  friendship

and comaraderie.  But  it  was a new  experi-

enceforthosealtending  forthefirsttimeand

it was such a thrill  to see them  getting  ac-
quaintedand  emotional  afterall  these  years.

A real  joy  to see an old  comrade,  to share a

tory  or remembrance.  As we observed  at

che second  reunion,  it  took  little  time  to get

reacquaintcd  and  into  the swing  of  the reun-

ion,  but  this  time  it took  no time  at all  to see
a familiar  face  and  get  involved  in aconver-
sation.

So, to begin  at the beginning,  for  me it

was on September  9th when  I left  home  in

my Airstrcam  loaded  with  ten boxes of

supplies  and material  for  the reunion.  I had

nottraveledby  highway  in thisregion  of  the

southwest,  so I had  decided  to drive.  After

a pleasant  journey  I arrived  in San Antonio

on Monday  the 12th.  I checked  the layoutof

thchotel,etc.andAgnes  andIhadarelaxing

dinner  on the River  Walk.

Tuesday  morning  as I was checking

with  the front  desk  I saw the first  781st  man

- it was Paul  Durckc}  (Center  photo,  left).  I

recognizedhim  instantly,  thefirsttime  since

I had seen him  since  March  1945.  Paul  was

navigator  on the McDaniel  crew  and later

leadnavigator.  Itwasinthispositionthaton

March  22, 1945,  that  he flew  his last  mis-

sion. It  was Vienna  and he was the last  man

outoftheleadplane  andhe  served  therestof
the war  as a POW.

Later  in the day many  more  arrived.
.)'here were  many  small  gatherings  in the

lobby  and  for  these men and  their  ladies  the

rcunionwasunderway.  Icoveredplanswith

thchotelinthemorningandin  theaftcrnoon

I metGale  Graham,  group  I & E officer,  who

drove  me around  San Antonio  on some  er-
rands  for  the reunion.

ByWednesday  momingthepacereally

picked  up. Helpers  like  Ben  Donahue  were

arranging  for  the hospitality  room.  Ben  had

to sweat  out getting  the hospitality  room

open since  it was occupied  and not  sched-

uled to be available  until  1:00.  A little

pressure  on the hotel  saved  the day for  Ben

and soon some of the lobby  gatherings

quicklyassembledinthehospitalityroom.  I

met  Harry  and Donna  Carl  at breakfast  and

we then met  with  the hotel  to work  on our

meetingrooms  andthe

program,

0.  J. Cowart,  Jr.

arrived  in  the  late

moming  and began

the set up for  registra-

tion.  O.J.andhiswife
Esther  got  broken  into

the registration  in a

very  short  time.  We

always  try  to  open

registration  before  the

announced  time,  but  it
never  seems  to  be

early  enough.  What  a

crowd  we  had with

nearly  one-half  sign-
ingin  aday  early!

At  registration  all were  pleased  to re-

ceive  a pin with  the group  tail  markings,

black  background  with  yellow  markings.

Richard  Swanson  had  helped  arrange  for  a

local  lady  to sell a popular  local  item,  ban-

danas,  for  half  the regular  price.  She sold

out,  then  with  the  help  of  her  sister,  worked

most  of  the night  to make  more  and  sold  out

again  very  shortly  the next  day. Ruth  Sim-

mons  liked  them  so well  that  she bought  an



armful.

That  evening  many  took  a stroll  to the

River  Walk  area  and  enjoyed  dinner  along

the  river.  It  was  a chance  to  relax  and  enjoy

someof  thelocal  areabcforejoining  in  on  all

the reunion  activities.  And  after  dinner

further  stories  and  drinks  flowed  in the  hos-

pitality  room.

On  Thursday  morning  I had  a knock  on

thedoorat  7 AManditwasO.J.  Cowartwith

a computer  run  on the  previous  days  regis-

tration  and  cash  accounting.  0.  J. had  his

computer  in his  room  and  knocked  out  the

report  instead  of  getting  a full  nights  sleep.

Then  it  was  a full  house  for  brgakfgst  and

there  was  no slowing  down  the rest  of  the

day. In  addition  to the 781st  we  saw mem-

bers  of  the  780th,  some  who  had  been  there

since  Monday,  782nd  members,  and some

from  group  headquarters.

A  line  was  waiting  for  registration  be-

fore  0.  J. could  get  open.  Many  helpers

servedtheirtimeatregistration.  Itwasgood

to see some  wives  getting  their  husbands  to

help  out  - like  Stan  and Micc  Winkowski,
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781  st BOMB  SQUADRON

as part  of the  465th  Bomb  Group,  Fifteenth

Air Force,  flew  B-24  Liberators  from  Pan-

tanella  Airfield  located  near  Canosa,  Italy,

during  WW11  (1944-45).  During  it's 191

missions  over  Southern  Europe  it dropped

thousands  of tons  of bombs,  shot  down  23

enemy  aircraft  (German)  and received  two

Distinguished  Unit  Citations.
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knowsowcll.  Thankstoanofyouforbeing
so friendly.  I look  forward  to the next

reunion  and seeing  all  of  you  again."

JEANALLENWOOD,"Ienjoyedthereun-

- ion  more  than I can say - in any words.  I

know  thewholeboardhadtodoalotofwork

- I express  my  appreciation  to each of  you
and your  wives."  Jean  went  on to give  us a

tiponlocating  WilliamBriggsoftheFrench
crew.

RICHARD  PEASE,  "Louise  and I have  not

yet  come  down  from  Cloud  9. What  a thrill

to see all  you  fellows  again. I cannot  find
appropriateways  totellyouhowallofusfelt

aboutthe  tremendouslaborof  loveyouhave

expended  to make  all this possible.  Our

sincere  thanks to you,  Carl, Longacre,

Maynard,  Donahue,  Cowart,  and all the

others  that  made  it  possible."

FREDERICK  MAUTE,  Just a note  to say

"Thanks"  for a great  reunion,  although  I

didn't  know  a single  soul there when  we

arrive,  my  wife  and I had a wonderful  time

and  we now  know  several  nice  couples.  My

only  regret  was that  there  was no one else

from  the radar  group  attending.  I hope  they

can locate  some for  the next  time.  Fred

added some comments for  future reunions
and  suggested  the Williamsburg  area.

MANY  THANKS  to all of  you who  sent

letters  and notes  of  appreciation  to me, and
the officers  and directors  for  our  workin  or-
;anizing  the reunion.

COMMENT  - To all  of  the officers,  direc-

tors, volunteer  helpers,  speakers,  program

participants,  and members  that  went  out  of

their  way to help, these are some of  the
thanks  of  appreciation  for  our  memorable

reunion.  AsIhavesaidbcfore,fromthevery

start,  we planned  something  more  than  just

another  reunion.  We  had the time  to visit,

renew  acquaintances,  tell  a few  stories,  yet

had time  for  a program  to bring  back  some

mcmories  ofPantanellaandmostimportant,

torcmemberthosethatarenolongerwiLh  us.

Ibelieveweaccomplishedwhatweplanned.

We can all be proud  of  our  squadron  and

group,  and the unity  we have.

FOLDED  WINGS
NORMAN  B. SMITH,  Sept. 7, 1981

JAMES  K. JORDAN,  1960

JOHN  J. LETOURNEAU,  Oct.  25, 1978

EVERETT  A. PASSALY,  June 6, 1988
Most  of  ihc  families  of  these  men  were  only

recently  locatcdand  asarcsultwclearnedof
their  deaths.

Our  thoughts  and prayers  for  our  fallen

aomradcs  and their  families.

SICK  CALL  - Several  others  had to cancel

due to illncs.  Charles  McKenno  hgd left  a

phone  message  for  me when  I arrived  at the

hotelcancellingduetoillness.  AfLerreturn-

ing  home  I called  Charles  to find  out  he had
acollapsed  lung,  butwas  recovering  nicely.

I'm  sure  he is out  on the golf  course  by  now

hitting  a few  balls.

SETH  HAWKINS  notified  Harry  Carl  that

he had a heart  attack  on the way to the

reunion,  butisrecoveringnicelyandisplan-
ning  on the next  reunion  already.

NEW  MEMBERS  - We're  verifying  some

new  addresses  before  publishing  them.

They're  still  out there men!  Keep  notes

coming  in on tips  on any  not  located.

SNOW  BIRDS  - Please  let  me know  if  you

go south  for  the winter.  Our  bulk  mailing

doesnotgetforwarded.  Iknowsomeofyou

have  permanent  winter  homes,  but  I do not

havethedatesyouleave.  So,allletmeknow

what  your  dates  are while  you  are away  and

Iwillkeepthemforthefuture.  Thoseofyou
who  haven't  given  me a winter  address,  if

you  have  one, please  do so.

THE  UNITED  ST  ATES  POSTAL  SERV  -

ICE  IS FASCINATED  by  the success  of  the

781st  in locating  our lost  comrades.  We

have  located  one  of  the families  of  the three

men  the  post  office  has been searching  for

forthreeyears!  Fullstoryinnextnewsletter.

B-24RESTORATION-  Iam  very  surprised

andhappyto  see the responseto  thisproject.

I am amazed  at the number  of  donations

being  sent in. Once  again  the 781st  and  the

465th  has come  through.  I will  give  a full

report  on the progress  of  the restoration  in

theJanuarynewsletter.  Ifyouareinterested

in making  a donation  through  the squadron

make  the  check  out  to the  Collings  Founda-

tion  andmail  to our  treasureer,  0.  J. Cowart.

Any  amount,  $5 or  considera  share  for$24.
REUNION  '90  - No  sitehas  beenselectedas

yet. Theboardofdirectorsareworkingon  it

and  we  may  have  adecision  fortheJanuary

news.  The results  of the questionaire

showed  a heavy  interest  in the eastern  sec-

tion  of  the U. S.
SECOND  PANTANELLA  TOUR  - has

been announced  by  William  Bnuce  of  the

782nd  Bomb  Squadron.  The  departure  date

is set for  May  5, 1989,  and the tour  will  be

approximately  two  weeks.  On the tour  last

year  three  of  our  members,  0.  J. Cowart,  Jr.,

Walter  Clausen  and Frank  Wassenaar,  and

their  wives,  participated.  Any  squadron  or

group  mcmembers,  or their  friends  are

invited.  Reports  from  those  on the tour  last

year were very  favorable.  For further

information  contact:

William  Bruce

1683  Eggert  Road

Buffalo,  NY  14226

(717)  834-  8144

ADDRESS  CORRECTIONS  -

Paul  Hosier,  HCO-3-8443-C

Palmcr,  AK  99645

John  Zartman

18007  i29th  Dr

Sun City,  AZ  85375

HISTORY

BOOK

As those  of  you  that  attended  the reunion

know  we are going  to have  one of  the best

history  boks  ever  published.  A mock  up
book  was available  in the hospitality  room

andwasofgreatinteresttoeveryone.  Onthe

questionaire  dumg  the reunion  only  one

noted  that  he did  not  intend  to order  one.

OrdersbegantobeplacedstartingonFriday,

andalreadyoverl00ordersarein.  Theprice

is $35 per  copy.  If  you  have  seen the mock

up and  are familiar  with  the  cost  of  a book

likethis  youwillknowthatthisisnearlyhalf
of  the normal  price.

This  bookwin  be adetailed  day  by

day  chronology  of  squadron  activities.  We
have  pictures  of  every  air  crew  exceptR.  C.

Jones and pictures  of  most  of  the ground

supportunits,plus  many,  manyotherphotos

of  squadron  activities,  missions  and  men.

It  will  be a hard  cover  8 1/2  X 11
book  of  at least  160  glossy  finishedpages  to

give  the best  photo  reproduction.  It  will  be

publishedbyTaylorPublishingCompany,  a

national  organization  with  lots  of

experience  in printing  military  books  and

coffee  table type publications.  Checks

should  be made out to the 781st  Bomb
Squadron  Association  and mailed  to O. J.

Cowart,  Jr., treasurer.  We  must  have  your

orderbyDecemberl5,1988.  Thebookwill

go to press  in December  and will  be mailed

out  approximately  Febnuary  1989.  Do it

today  so that  you  and your  family  will  have

thislastingrecordofyourwarservice.  Some

have  ordered  books  for  each  of their

children,  etc. This book is available  to

anyone,notjustassociationmembers.  Costs

forsecondprintings  willbeprohibitive  - this

will  be the only  printing.

As you  all know  Harry  Carl  has

been  workingon  this  bookforthelasttwo  or

three years  and it is  only  through  his

dedication  to the squadron,  and men he

served  with,  that  we will  have this lasting

detailed  account  on  the  781st  Bomb

Squadron.  His  computer  and photography

work  has made  the low  price  possible.

NEW  TREAS'[JRER  - 0.  J. Cowart,  Jr. was

electedtreasureratourreunion.  O.J.willbe

handling  all  the squadron  funds  andkeeping

the financial  records.  Contributions,  history

bookpurchases,  etc.,  all  should  be madcout

to the 781st  Bomb  Squadron  Association

and mailed  to O. J. Cowart,  PO Box  2131,

Houston,  TX  77001.

NEXT  NEWSLETI'ER  will  be  out  in
January  - Have  a Happy  and Healthy

Holidays  Season  and a Great  1989!!!
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