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fighting  781st  gets  active?

OCTOBER,  1985

first  Newgletter  of  the  781st  Bomb
searched  and  have  riot  found  arxot  -

o f  t  h e 7 81  s t.  We vi  l 1  c on  s i  d e r
Don  ' t  you  think  it  ' s about  ti  me

BACKGROUND  -  Witb  al  1  t'he  reunioris  starting  about  the  time  of
the  40th  annive.rsary  of  D Day  in  Europe  I  began  to  think  more
about  my  crew  and  tbe  781st,  and  our  titaes  at  Pantanel-la,  !taly.
:[ began  to  search  for  my  crew  and  found  tNiree  of  them.  Toen  I
became  affi  1 iated  wit=h  the  7&33 rd  sirxee  I  knew  some  of  them  and
had  flown  w:ith  theme  I  attended  their  ae'eond  reunion  in  Dayton,
Ohio  this  past  Aug  ust.  I  can  ' t  say  ' eno  ugb  about  t  ti e comrad  erie
and  spirit  of  the  783rd.  On  the  aee'o'nd  day  of  tbe  reun:ton  we
went  to  Wrigbt-Patterson  and  yhile  .stand,ing  in  line  to  go  aboard
tbe  ' ol  B-2.4,  I  began  ctxatting  mith  '.tb'm'  n*xt  :in  line  who  turned
out  to  be  another  781st  mem'ber,  James  'MareJI  :Bnyder.  Rigbt  there
ve  decided  to  get  the  781st  active.  I 'got  back  hose  September  1
and  dug  out  an  oid  ye  1 low  dog-'mared  Foster  of  iffific=e"rs  that  the
squadron  put  out  about  March  1945.  I  began  '4a'N!ing  and  locatedabout  35%  of  those  that  I  tried  to  find.  ' I  Rxaa made  up  my  mind
that  vhen  I  had  50  I  would  get  out  a riewslette'x".  It  has  been
very  interesting  to  talk  to  many  of  you  and  I  hope  in  the  next
m a n t  h  o r  s o  t  h e r  e v  ill  b e  a ri Q t h e r  5 0  t  o  t  a I k  t  o *

ORGANIZATION  -  Until  there  is  a reunion  where  officers  and
d:irectots  can  be  elected  by  the  membership,  we  will  organize  with
a temporary  board  of  directors.  As  I  mentioned,  James  Marce  1
Snyder  met  witb  me  in  August  and  he  wiIl  oversee  membership  east
o f  the  M iss  i  ss  ipp  i,  and  I  v  ill  do  th  e s am  e in  t  b e  west.  M a r  c e 1
expects  to  retire  early  next  year  and  he  said  he  wall  "work  full
time  for  the  781st"  Marcel  was  a  Mickey  operator  in  the  781st.
T'he  other  director  on  the  East  Coast  is  Pierre  J.  J.  Kennedy;
more  information  about  hiux  later  in  the  newsletter.  Ben  Donahue
was  a  p il  ot  aad  li  v es  ne  ar  me  so  'rie  h a v e  been  in  to  uch  ov  er  the
years.  Ben  has  been  attending  the  780th  reunions  wbicb  have  been
h e 1 d y e a r  I y  f  o r  a b o u t  2 0  y e a r  s.  We  v  ill  p r  o b a b 1 y  a d d  a n o t  h e r
ditectot  or'  two  before  the  first  reunion.
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PURPOSE  -  The  purpose  of  this  association  is  to  locate  and  have
as  membership  al  1  who  served  in  the  781  at  Bomb  Squadron  from  it  s
beginnirig  in  1943  until  July  1945*  The  association  will  publisb
a newsletter  o'f  interest  to  al  1  members  and  furnisha  a roster  so
1 o s t  "  o 1 d b ud  d i  e s "  c a n  b e  c o n t  a c t  e d.  W e w ill  a 1 s o d e v e 1 o p  a
history  of  the  squadron  for  ourseives  and  our  families

RKUNIO'N  -  We plan  on  a reunion  next  year  and  at  the  present  time
are  vorking  on  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  for  September.  Plans
a r  e t  o  b e  n e ar  s o me  A i  r  F o r  c e  a c t i  v i  t  y  li  ke  t  h e A c a d e my  o r  a
uiuseum,  etc*  Future  plans  vii  1  be  decided  at  the  first  reunion.
Most  of  you  have  indicated  you  will  attend  a reunion  and  we  would
expect  to  have  over  100  members,plus  wives.

781st  HISTORY  We're  working  on  this  and  expect  to  have  a ful  1
history  by  reunion.  Anythitig  Toat  you  have  tbat  migbt  be  of
he  lp,  please  let  us  know.  We  have  no  records  to  work  from  so
the.y  all  1 ha-ve  to be dug  up  from  ttie  past.  We can  find  some  iri
old  military  records,  but  personal  items  have  to  come  from  use

CREWS  -  We

the  squadron
encourage  crevas  to  p.la..n  r.eun.io-ns  at  th-e
reunxori.

same  iime  SS

465  BOHB  (JOUP  -  There  is  no  active  ,group  association  that  I
knov  of,  "de  wouid  like  to  tie  into  a  group  reunion.  Some  work  is
beirig  done  to  see  if  it  can  be-  done  for  next  September  'We a l l
'watxt  to  keep  our  squadrons  togettxer;  however,  it  would  be  nice  if
we  C ,)  u :Ld  a11  me  et  in  ind  i  v id  ua  1  squadron  s aat  ne  arb  y  hote  1 s  and
o n e d a y  m a k  e i  t  a 4 6 5 B ova b  G r  o u p a f  f  a i  r.  I  m e n t i  o ri e d t  h e 7 8 0 t  h
and  783rd  as  hav:tng  reuniorxs.  The  782nd  had  their  first  one  in
Dayton  and  Marcel  and  I  spent  an  evening  witb  theui  -  another  fine
group.

WIffS

special
W i  v e 8  W ii.l  b e  a p a r  t  o f  t  ti e  r  e un  i  o u  an  d ve  w il  1  h a v e

events  for  ehem.'

PIERRE  J*  J.  KEJWEDY  -  Pierre  has  been  selected  to  be  the  first
member  to  have  h3 s story  tol.d.  Pierre  happened  to  be  my  tail
gun-per  so  I  kia,.ow  tiim  quite  wtl  I  and  knov  his  story*  We  arrived
in  Pantape,l  la  Augus.t  27,  191*1*  and  litt  le  did  Pierre  know  that  six
W e e:4t @.- .:  at-e,x  h e vo  :i 5 d b e P 0 '\d. A f  t e r  fl  y i  n g  !  2 . a o r  t i  e s he  wa  s
achedul  Pd  f,'r  Can,ri  with  the  rest  of  the  crew  Eoc  -'resi  aamp*  Ttie

nflig1h1tl.bnefoonrLetheAw1eaxsanpduelrleLdovferyol: tchreewrestcocapmilplootrd,earssLatndRhaaymdontdo
Morse.  Ttie  target  vas  Blechammer  and  tbe  date  was  Friday,
October  13th.  The  aotti.e  was  #13  for  Pierre.  Ttaat  morning  al  L
went  wel  1  until  turning  off  tbe  IF  witb  ful  I  bomb  load  and  just
beginning  the  bomb  run  when  Ye  1 low  IIL"  took  a  direct  hit  in  ttxe
gas  tanks  in  the  rigtxt  wing,  Needless  to  say,  the  plane  became  a
flaming  firebal  1.  PLex.re  managed  to  get  out  of  has  turret  and
crawl  :fotward  to  get  out  of  the  hatch  in  the  floor.  He  was  last
out  of  tbe  waist  section.  By  ttiat  time  fire  was  extending  beyond
t  h e w a i s t W i  n d o w s a n d t  h e p 1 a n e wa  s v i  b r  a t i  n g an  d o tit  o f c o n t r  o 1 .
He  did  not  knov  what  was  going  ori  up  front  until  after  capture
when  he  learned  both  pi  lots  were  KIA  and  the  rest  of  the  crew  got
out,  After  being  captured  he  ended  up  at  Stalag  Luft  #4  in  Gross






