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Itaty  )944-1945

F!exx i9]  Missions
over  Southern  Europe

dropping  thousarids  of  tcms of  cicati'i
uici destruction  to the enemy.
Shot  dosvn  25 enen"iv aircmt-t

Received  Tsvo

i Presiclential t'riit  Citatioi'is

The  Liberty  Memorial,  located  in

Kansas  City,  Missouri,  houses  the  The

National  World  WarI  Museum,

America's  officiai  museum  dedicated  to

WW  I as designated  by  the  United  States

Congress,  opened  December  2006.

The  National  World  War  One  Museum

tells  the  story  of  the  war  and  related

globa]  events  from  tlieir  origins  before

1914  through  the 1918  Armistice  and

1919  Paris  Peace  Conference.

Visitors  enter  the  facility  across  a glass

bridge  above  a field  of  9,000  poppies,

each  one  representing  1000  war
combattant  deaths.

The  inuseum  holds  twci  theaters,

exhibitions  with  period  aitifacts

(including  a tank,  uniforms,  guns,  n'iaps,

and  photographs  of  inajor  forces)  in

state-of-tlie-art  interactive  displays,  a

20,000  sq. ft.  research  center  and  library,

multi-purpose  conference  room,  axid

rnuseuni  store.

The  last  group  of  museum  galleries

fcicuses  on  the  United  States'  military  and

civilian  involvement  in  the  war  and  Presi-

dent  Woodrow  Wilson's  efforts  for  peace.

The  Hilton  Garden  Inn
Independence

Tlie  hote]'s  breathtaking  landseaping  ss iti'i

fountain  anci beautifuliso  decorated  lobby  }X itli

hand-picked  artwork.  h'rep]ace  aml Brazilian

slate  flooring  is located  by tlie  Bass Pro  Shop,

independence  Center  Sliopping  Mail.

Close  to imiseums,  historic  landniarks,

casinos,  ai'id 'ikiorlds  of  Fun/Ocear'is  of  Fun.

Downtown  Independence  anci Kansas  City  is

just ininutes  away  in close  proximity  to retail,

restaui"ruits.the  Harry  S. Tniman  Librar)i/A4ci-

scum.  casinos  and otlicr  nearby  attractions.

Eac)i gciest room Iias a hospitality  center  ivitli

in-room  t'nicross'ave  anti rei"rigerator.  con"ipli-

inentary  liig!i-speed  mternet aiid  a large  work

SpaCe.

Witliii"i  the hote]  the Great  Americai'i  (;rillrFg

serves freslil> prepared breakfasts and the
assard winning  riereford  Hcitise  Restaurant  is

available  forlunch  and dinner.  Ti'ie  Payilion

Pantry  has a selection  of  rcfrigetated,  frozen

The  foundation  was  ccinstructed  rising

sawed  granite,  and  the  exteric:+r  ground

level  walls  are made  of  Bedford  stone.

T}ie  inaixi  doors  at thc  top  of  a large  set  of

stairs  are it'iade  from  ornamental  bronze,

and  tl"ie walls  of  tlie  first  floor  lobby  are

finist'ied  in Kasota  stone,  whicii  yvas quar-

ried  in Kasota,  Minnescita.

T}ie  first  floor  conidcyr  ;irid  tlie  graxid

stairtsaay  ai-e finished  in travettine  tliat

was  imported  from  Ntaly. Tlie  floors  of  t)ie

cOnldOrs  31rld fread  Of Sfall-Wa}'  are Illa(Re

froi'n  tert-azzo  and  Kasota  marble,  and

the  ba]usters  and  railing  are inade  -from

Itallan  travertine  and  Jtalian  tavernelie

dairemarl'yle.

At  viight.  tl"ie top  of  the inemori:ii  towei:  -

emits  steam  illumixiated  by  bright  orange

ligbts.  Tt'iis  effect  creates  tlie  illusior'i  of

a burning  pyre  and  can be seen  fc'>r some

distance.  Hmvever,  due  to budget  cuts

iri the  city,  tlie  "Eternal  Flan'ic"  has beeri

shutdown.  }t svill  be rised  diring  specific

}iotiday  weekends  sucli  as Memorial  Day

weekend  wheii  the  "flame"  will  t"unction

from  Fric'la)i  tlirorigl'i  Monday.

i'ia niierosvavea€i-e pac'kai:d items";cif'ect
for  in-t-oom  preparation.

'vVithin  a one mile  radius  c>f the hotel  are

over  200  shops.  restaurai'its  arid a large  movie

theatre  coinp]ex.

The Kansas  Citv  international  Airport  is

located  a '.>O minute  25 inile  cirive  awali.

Transportation  to and from  tlie  Airpoit-is

available  by Taxi.

MAKEYOtiRRESERVA'l'IONSTODAr  -
Hilton  Garden  Inn  Independence

Tel:  +1-816-350-3000
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TOURING  IHE  WHITEMAN  AFB..
WHITEMAN  AIR  FORCE  BASE,  Mo.-Nose  art On the B-"J  Supeifoitress  Oil  static
display  at the Spirit  Gate  represents  "The  Great  Artiste"  of  World  War  II faine.  The

origin  plane  6arryinj  nam'e  waffi="  asa'an ati"6n  a ' foi  the  bombings
of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki-  The  originaIl  "Great  Artiste"  was  destroyed  during  a crash
landing  at Goose  Bay  Air  Base.  Labrador,  in Septeniber  1949.  The  B-29  on static  dis-
play  was  brought  frorri  Pease AFB,  N.H..  following  its closure.

AJso  planed  is a tour  of  the "Apaehe  AH-64"
The  Apaelie  was  first  used  in  combat  in ] 989,  during  Operatiori  Just  Cause,  the invasion

Another  photo  out  of  my  scrapbook

witliout  a discription.  I suppose  I

s'hould  have  made  notations  at the

time.

I caxi't  for  the  life  of  me  remember

anything  about  this  photo.  I can  only

say  that  it  was  taken  whine.  I was

roaming  around  Pantaneiia  in 1944.

If  you  can  enlighten  me,  please  do.

CALL  NOW
MAKE  YOR  RESERVATIONS

Hilton  Garden  Inn

Independence
19677  East  Jackson  Drive,

Tndependenee,  Missouri,  64057
Tel:  +1-816-350-3000

Catholic  Dog

Muldoon  lived  alone  in the  Irish
countryside  witb  only  a pet  dog
for  compaiiy.  One  day  the  dog
died,  and  Muldoon  went  to tlie
parish  priest  and  asked,  'Father,
my  dog  is dead.  Could  ya' be say-
ing'  a mass  for  the poor  creature?'

Father  Patrick  replied,  "I'm  afraid
not;  we can  not  have  services  for
an animal  in the church.  But  t'here
are some  Baptists  down  the lane,
and  there's  no tellin'  what  they
believe.  Maybe  they'll  do sotrie-
thing  for  the creature.'

Muldoon  said,  !'11  go right  away

Father.  Do  ya' t.hink  $5,000 is
enougb  to donate  to them  for  the
SerVlCe'?'

Father  Patriek  exclaimed,  "Svteet
Mary,  Motber  of  Jesus!  Why  didn't
ya tell  me the dog  was  Catholic'?"

reiinion  in Dayton

of  Paxiama.  The  AH-64A  Apaclie  and the

AH-64D  Ap;iclie  J-cingbow  have  played
impoit;int  roles  in several  Middle  Eastern
wars.  inch.tding  Operation  Desert  Stori'n
in Nraq, Operation  Endurii'ig  Freedom  in

Afgliai"iistari.  axid t}ie invasion  of  Iraq
cturing  Operation  Iraqi  Freedoin  in 2003.
The  x'ypaehes  prnved  to be exce]lent
tank  l'iunters,  dtiring  tlieir  deployments,
and  consequentty  destroyed  liundreds
of  arinored  yeliicles  (niaixily  c:+f tlie  Iraqi
ariny)..

"Hey,  J6e,  You  g6rta-atta  jhe
cigarette,  you  wanja  my  sista?"

News  From  Other  Squadrons:
According  to  the latest  issue  of  tlie

'783rd.  I,atrine  O Gram',
the  783rd  Group  will  be n'ieeting  in
Washington,  DC,  October  16th  to the
19th.

The  newsletter  also  xioted  tl'iat  our  very
good  friend  in the 83rd.,  Charles  Payne,
fell  out  of  his Pear  Ttaee wliile  prurting.
I pray  he did'nt  hurt  his hand,  i enjoy
reeeiving  his  letters.
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781st  BS Lives  Again...  and  Again...  and  Again...
World  War II  Re-enaetors Eanulate 781st Squadron's  War  Time's  Day  to Day  Activities

Editors  note...

When  I becayne  asa-
what  this  organi:(atit

doing  / irmnediatei.li
entail  requesting  pho

in,formation  oii this
gmiqy qf  individua
This  is tlie  repl,si:..

We  "living  historians
are devoted  to the  acc
and  authentic  portra
781st  Bomb  Squadron,
members  of  an entb

and  dedicated  umb
organization  known
Airmen's  Preservation

The  781st  rneinbers
based  almost  entire

of  the  Nortlieast,  from
Washington  DC  area
into  Easteri'i  New  Y

stretching  West  into

Formed  in 1985,  th
Airmen's  Preservation
has grown  from
a small  group
of  dedicated
individuals  in the
Pittsburgli  area
to seven  chapte
rs"wings"stretc
hing  from  New
England  to the
MissiSSippi  Rivet;
Members,both
male  and female,
range  in age  from
young  adult  to
WWII  veteran.

At  air-s!'iows  or
military  history
events,  the
Society  sets up
a complete  US
Ai-my  Air  Corps
encai'npment  of

tlie  type  comtnon
wit'h  tactical

(mobile)  air  units  of  the European  or
Pacific  Theaters  of  combat  in WWII.

The visitor  will  find  historically

authentic  mess  facilities,  operations  tent,
mission  briefing  tent,  com'i'nunications
facilities,  living  quarters,  medical/Red
Cross  facilities,  weather  station,  and
even  an operational  photo  Jab and
darkroom.  Society  xnernbers  "staff  '

the  various  locations  in WW{I  pericid
uniforms  and  strive  to re-enact  the  daily
lives  of  the t'nen aiid xvomen who  lived  and
fought  in these same settings  i'lurixig  the svar,

including  re-creating  the aircrew  mission
briefings  - using  actual  Air  Force

Historical  Archives  data  for  the  mission
details.

-  on

for  Air  Show  visitors  using  eniarged  copies  of  actual  78 rst
flimsys  deseribing  the day's  Mission,  Target  and Route.

Squadron  Photographer  Sgt.  Frank  Ambrose  ai'nid  a
display  of  authentic  WW  II  attire,  paraphernalia,
cameras  and  photographic  gear.

Pantanella.  Italy,
1944
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We  svbo tailcir  our  representatioxi  to tl'iat
of  the 781 st B.S.  try  So stay true  the spirit
ol- tlie  nten wllo  Jievv tlie  B-24's  ocit ola
Italy  frotn  I 943  thi-otigh  1945.

We  atternpt  to offer  tlie  visitor  a "tai'igible"

-.,sense oio Th'orld  VVar Rho  tiistorv:  svhen
,OLI are able  to see and  toueli  t!ie  aitifaets.

bear  hrOad('a'tS  O'l 2't(2ta!ill C(.)IThl!11Lll]!Cilt!OIIS
anct the sciunds  oto vir'itage  aircraft

vsaa'i-iy'iiitg up. ai'id sn'ieH tliat  distinct

itrOmtt  Of 01('I, %%aet arnl  '% ear'lvaas 'l'rOtll

Wcirld  War  tl"iat cannot  be obti'tined  in
History  books.

At  an Air  Show  in Binghamton,  NY.

78}st  Re-enaetors  pose  in  ft-ont  of  the

781st.  Squadrcin  (')rderly  Room  V'ent.

Left to right in tlie lihcitti are Re-enac-
tors.  Chris  Petronis,  Cbris  Moore,  

Pat  Cliaibon  and  Bill  Pettigrevs;

l'he  i'notto  of  tlie  group  is "'!ao  I-lcmor,

Preserve. anci Reinember". Our prin"iar>
goal  is to HONOR  t}'iose men  aml  st cii'r'iexi

vvl'xo gave  of  tiieinselves  chiring  ttie  vyai-.

Had it not  been for  their  saci"ifices,  we
wouldn't  be able  to en,jc'iy tbe freecioms

ttiat  vve ('to today,  and will  for  generations
to eonie.

Our  secor'id  goal  is to PRESERVE  both
tlie  n"ieinorabilia  of  the WWII  era and  the
meinories  of  tl"irise who  lived  it. Besides

being  avid  collectors  of  t}ie uniforms
and equipmexit  cif  the W}Vli  airmen,  our
members  attempt  tci learn  all  they  can
froni  the veterans  about  t)ieir  experiences
during  the war.  We then  c'lisplay  the
meinorabilia,  and  strisie  to pass oll  what

we liave  iearned  from  tlie  veterans  to
tliose  viewing  tlie  displays.

Our  third  and  fitial  goal  is tO
REMEMBER.

it is said  tl'iat }iistory  repeats  itself.  Tbe
rcasoxi  it does  so is that  inaxikind  tcnds
to forget  the unp]easant  lessons  it learns.
'iVe mcist  ncit allow  tlie  lessons  learned  in

1939-1945  to be forgotten.

Please  feel  free  to direct  ariy  questions  to:

Ricliard  Holliday
384 !ronwood  Dr

- #aldorf,  }4D  2060  t

(240i-723-0058

Wow,  Look  at all  those  B-13's!  How  many  of  you  can  recall  learning  to
fly  in one of  those?  I'd  love  to go for  another  ride  in one if  I eoutd  only

get into  the cockpit.  Just  close  your  eyes and  dream,  that's  wbatl  do.

A  Note  From  Caroie.....
Fcir  those flying  to  KC International...

Fra'i'ik  c'indll'iaie  ckme some  reseai-ch  and
fourid  the shuttle  to the hotel  to be expen-

sivie. !ost  shuttles  charge  per  person  ;ind

run $42.00  or more  one  way.

I found  tliat  the KCI  Airport  Taxi  t-816-

863-0635 chai-ges  $59.00 lilus  gratuity
total  for  up to four  people  if  you  make  a
reservation  ahead  of  tiinc.

The  Stiper  Shuttlel-800-258-3826  is
42.00  per  person.  but  if  yoci go o]l  line  to

supershuttle.com  and inakc  a reservation
svith Exclusive  Van  Service  the charge
tsaill be S9('+.00 plus  gratuity  ;inJ  can

inc)ude  cip to In people.

Yoti  do the niatii!  We ha'v;'  listed  tlie
airlines  011 the registraticin  fori'n  and  will
help  to coorc[inate  So yoii  c.an share  a
ride.  Nf you  ebeeL  that  yoci will  be [?ying

ei'eii  if  vou  li;ive  not  nqade voui-  reserva-
tion,  tve svill  put  you  in tou2b  svitb  other

ntembers wNlo plan to [5.
Reunion  Conxnittee  Chair,,

Carole  Lee

THINGS  T(I)  DC)

RIGHT  NGW!

First...

Finisl'i  readii'ag  and  en,joying  this
issue  of  the  Newsletter..

Next..
Fill  in  and  'i'nail  the  Registratixm

Form  to  Patty  Kill..

Next..
(.:alN and  make  yot'ir  reservations

Directly  with  the:

Hilton  Gorden  Inn
Independence
19677  East  Jackson  i')rivc,

Independence,  Missouri,  (')4057

Tel:  +1-816-350-3000
(MENTION  781st  REt,TNI(')N)
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The  Army  Nurse  Corps

in  World  War  II

More  t)ian  59.000  Amei-ican  nurses

served  in tlie  Army  Nurse  Corps  durine
World  lVarTl.  Nurses  woi-ked  closer  to

kite l"ront  lines  than  tl'iey ever  Iiaci be(ore.

Withinthe  "ci'iaincifevacuation"  estab-
}is)ied  t,- tlieArmy  rVledieal  Dep;irtn-iei'it

duririg  t!ie war,  riurses  served  cuider  fire
in fielcl  !iospitais  and  eyaeuaticin  hcispi-
tals,  oll  hospital

trains  and 110S-

liital  sl"iips, and
as fliglit  nut-ses
on tncdical
transport  planes.

The  skill  and
declicati<m  of

tt'iese. nurses

ccintrituted to , .=:l  ' , ....
tlie  extremel)  =: '.'::.':.  , .  ,

lots post-injury
moitality  rate
an"iong  At'neri-
Cal'l  m!)lta?-V
forces  in es ery
tlyeateroftlie  '

Gyerali  fewer

or  tbe Ainet-iean  sc'yldiers vvhci reeeivect
rnedieal  care  in the field  or  underwent

evacuation  diet:t from  isiounds  or  disease.

MiJitary  service  took  men  and wonxen
front  small  towi'is  and  large  cities  across
America  and transporteci  tbem  around
the wcirld.  Tl"ieir  wartime  experiences
broadened  their  lives  as well  as their
expectations.

The  Nurses  a!,%zio...

T(')  speed  up tlie  slciw  pace cif  tlie  Allied

noi-(hsyai-cl adyanee throug['i Ital> against
tbe fierce  German  ciefenses  at Cassir'io
and  tlie  Gustav  ).inc,AliieJ  sti"=itegists

planned  a )andixig  beliincl  the Geri"i"ian
lines.

Ori  22 Jamiary  tbe British  axid American
ti-oops  launched  a successful

...sui"prise attack  anci landing  owl

:. eArizio  beactil'iead.  Because
,'scirprise  was  complete,  tlie

Nurses Ara f!laadad NOW!

Paxtial  vieyv of  the tented  Hospital  facilities  on Anzio  Beachliead.  Note  liow  the Ward
T"ents have  been  dug  into  the ground  in an cffort  to provide  enbai"iced  proteeticm  against
enemy  s)iellitig.  Coinbat  troops  atici medical  personiiel  shared  all t)ie cliseomiooit,  the
inconvenience.  ;u'id pei-sonal  hazards  ofl- tlie  Beaelihead.  ;ti'id  yet  ea'i-ried  oil  witli  d<iily

routine

projected  l 2 percent  casualty  rate was

tieed to less than I percent  throughout  tt'ie
ir'iitial  landin

Tlie  Germans,  t"it-ywever, quickly  re-
groripeci  for  a stubhoi-i'i  defense  tlmt

pinned  tl'ie Alliec'l  fi:yrees ixi tbe beael"iliead
for  foiu-  mcmt).is  and staileci  }inpes  fcir
a rapid  ad'vaxiee.  Witii'in  tbe eongestecJ

invasirxn  perin'ieter,  casualties  mounted  as
t[ie  A[]ies  i-epulsed  pei-sistei'it  I,itftssaffe
and pround  attacks.

Tlie  33d  Field  Hospital  ru'id the 95tl"i and
96th  Evacuation  Hospitals  ianded  vvith
the ,i'ynzin  beaelihead  assault  i-orce and

quickl>  set cip opet-aticirs.
Approxiniately  tyvo lun'idred  nurses  vs-ere

assigned  to tl'iese  rmits.  ONI 24.)anuary
1')44.  two  dutys ;'ifter  tlie  lanclixig  the first
bomt"s  feel near  tlie  n'iedical  facilities.

Tl'iat  nigltt  tliree  British  hospital  ships
H.M.S.  St. David.  H.M.S.  St. Anclt-esv.
and H.M.S.  Leinster.  were  attacked  b

casualties  from  t)ie beaelilieac!..As  in the
case of  tl'ie Nevvfocmdland,  the slyips ysei-e

ell liglited  ;u'id clearly  in:irked  witli  (be
red er<yss. Tl'ie  St. Davicl.  yvitl"i226  tnedi
cal staff  and p<rtierts  abcyard, reeeivect  a
direct  liit  ;utd  sank.  Tlie  two  Arn"iy  nurses
on board  were  an'iong  130 survivcirs
rescued  by tt'ie c!an"iageci N.einster.  One

or  these  mirses.  2d Lt. RLI[I] Hindman.
liad  surviyed  the earlier  bombing  of  the
Newfoundlai'ict

On 7 }"ebruar>  a (Theri'nan plane at-
tempting  to bornb  tl'ie port  ;'itAnzio  'yvas
intercepted  by a Britisb  Spitfire.  While
trying  to gain  altitude,  the German  pilot
jettisoriecl  his antipersor'inel  [iombs  or'i t'hc
)5th  N-':vaeuation  Hcispital.  The  clireet  iiit

ori the surgical  sectioxi  killed  2('i stafT  anc
patieiits.  ir'icluding  3 nurses;  64 otbers

cre tvounded

The  day  before,  several  news  eorrespon-
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dents  liad  decided  an'iong  tliei'nselves
that  the constant  shelling  iiad  rendered
one nurse  foci xiervous  to carrs  oil  much
longer.  \et  after  the bombing'.  this  nurse
calmly  took  charge,  rallicd  the surviving
stafaf (nurses  anal corpst'iienl  and guid.ed
r!ieir  treatrnent  of  tlie  svounded.

Nevcrtiiclcss  tlic  conmvarider  of  tlic

medical  installatirins  iri the Mediterranean
theater  decided  t}iat  tlic  95tli  Evaeriation
Hospital  had lost  too  many  key persoi.incl
tc:i function  eiTeetivelv.

He  i-eplaeed  the unit  :'vitb  tlie  15tli
Evacuation  Hospital,  formerly  staticined
atCassino.Tlie  15tli;ii"i-iyedatAnzio
olTh NO February,  jcist  ixi time  to wimess
tt'ie boinbii"ig  of  tlie  33d  Field  Hospital.

Long-range  enemy  artillery  fire  killed  =
nurses  andlenlisted  xyian and  wounded
4 medical  officers  ai'icJ7 enlisted  men.

Botl'i  nurses  yvere off  dutv  at tlie  time  of
the attack.  ()ne  nurse  had stopped  rit tlie
tent  cif t['ie otl'ier  to bc'it-rosxo a tiook  wt'ien
;i sNiell liit  tlie  tent,  killing  theni  instantly.
.'vfeanwhi[e,  anotliei-  sbell  sinasbecl  rite

gerierator of the olicrating  terit. 'xshich
caught  fire.  Medical  personnel  eyacu-
ated  tlie  forty-tsyo  patients  b) flashlight
ssitliout  incident.  and for  theii-  bravety
fotir  nurses--  1st Lt. Marv  RobeiYs.  2;)
Lt.  H)aine  Roe,  2(1 Lt. '%i7it-ginia Rciurke.
anct 2cl Lt. Ellen  y!insvvortb  -  -received
the first  Silver  Star  xnedals  rissaarded tci
women  ir'i the Lt.S.,At-r'i'iy..Ainsssaorth.  svho
svas kilieJ  dciring  the attack.  ty;is  ast.aatcied

the rnecial post)+urnousl>.

hrougtniut  Februar)  ancl Mai"c'n.
medical  irstatlaticins  on tl'ie beachl"head
contiriiieci  tc> reeeive  ciirect  hits.  011 2')

k4arclt  tlie  56th  Evacuatiori  Hospital  was
sheNed.  tea"y-ing 3 officers,  I nurse,  14 en-
listed  men,  and 19 patiems  *aocmded  ;inct
4 patients  killed.  Whenever  tlxe ;iir  raid
sireixs  at Ai-izio  soui"ided,  t)q<ise  patients
lVl]o  could  put  on tiieir  steel  lielmets  ;md
eraysled  under  tl'ieii-  cots  to ayoid  flying
slii-apncL  Nlll-SCS anci corpsnqen  !xfteci
others  to the grorind.  Patients  }S hose ColTh-

ditioix  rendered  tliem  immovable  becaine
vei-y nervcius,  aiid  ruirses  ignored  the
ctanger  to stay syitl'i them.

InApri)  the 36tli  Engineer  Regiment
exeavatecl  l) I /2-foc>t  foundations  for  tlie
hospital  tents  and reinforced  these  pro-
teetive  eartliworks  vvith sanclbag  vsalls.
Patiei'its  and inedical  persc'+nnel inside

tiie liospitals 'svere fii*ally  liroteeteci  f"n-yin
flying  slqrapnel  althougli  iyot fror'n  cNirect
hits,

,A later observer exl':ilained  t}'iat ti"ie iv'iedi-
cal detacliinent  :it  Anzio  }1 as "part  of  a
J"ront tli:it  ltad no back.  The  tyeaehliead
svas 15 iyiiies  yside and 7 iniles  deep  and

:iilotved  llo  retreat  fi"on'i enemy  fire."  rlie
large,  iinpassable  Pcintin.e  Ma;sl"i  forceci
flie  ii'ivaders  to loeate  thei.r  a.ntiaii"ci-rift

.itteries.  ;iirstrips,  niaintenanee  siiops,
rood'  gasoline,  anci ammunition  dui'x'ips

(all  lucrative  targets)  oi'i  ttie  edge  of  the
medical  area. Enemv  bombers  often

missed  their  targets  ancl hit  tlie  hospitals.
Tlie  freqtient  enen'iy  hits  on tlie  corigested
corner  ciceupied  b); t)"ie main
i'neclieal  installations  earned  it the r'iick-

naine  "Hell's  i lalfAci-e."  Manv  sci)cliers
heiieved  tl'iat tl'iey  vsere s;it."er in tlieir
frontlir'ie  fox)ioles  than  t)iey  would  be in
tlie  liospitals.

'I'he  F'iftl'i  Arniy  con"u'riand  alloyved  the
mirses  tci reinaiii  ;it  Anzici  regardless  of
the dat'iger  and tlie  mcicinting  casualties
tyecause  tliey  were  desperritely  i'ieeded.

BetweenJat"iciai-x  ancLJune  tlieAnzio
field  and  evactiation  hospitals  actn-'iitted
25,809  battle  eataiaities.  4,245  :iceidental
injuries.  and 18,074  medical  casualties

(cliseasei  'l'liese  soldiers  were  stabilized
;ii'id evacuated  rapiclly  ;tnci effieiet'itly.  The

performance  citaArrny  nurses  at Anzio

reixiforccd  tha fact  tliat  women  cotild
function  effective]y  under  tire  oil the
front  lines.

Nurses  received  1.6]  9 t"iiec'l;tls. citations,
and commenclations  during  the tx'ar,
rcflectixig  tl'ic eoruaagc and cledication
of  all wlio  serve('i.  Sixteen  medals  were

awarded liosthun'iousl>' to nurses vslio
died  as a result  of  e'i'iemv  fire.  iliese
inelucied  the (') nurses  vvl"io died  atAnzio,
0 wlio  died  whexi  the I {ospital  Sliip  "
Comfoxt  vvax attackecl  by a -lapanese
suicide  plane.  and 4 fligbt  i'icirses.
'i birtecn  otlier  flig)'it  nurses  clicd  ir'i
weather-i"elated  crasbes  svliile  on dut'v.

as erall  201 mu-ses ciied wlxile  sers ing ii'i
theArmy  dui"ing  the war.

Sauy  €]emente  cif Glovei-stille.  Nesv
York  xt'as a statT  ixurse  at Albany  General
Hospital,  Albany  New  Y<yrk.

As  tlie  War  pmgresseci  tlye ec'iniplete
Liedical  Stat"f, Doctors  and Nui-ses,  ;ill
went  overst'as  as a complete  uri'it
designated  as tlie  '33rd.  Gerteral

}iosliital,AILian>.  Nesv York'.  .

Nn Africa, Lt. Sal5 Clemente is slyosvn
using  a lielmet  to wasl'i  her  clothes  as lier
tent  mate  lociks  on. Tlie  faancy pot :it lier

feet  tyas  purcbased  froin  theAr;'tbs  and
used as a urii'ial  during  tlie  nite

i

At  an en'ibarkation  point  ii'i Africa.  tlie  nui'ses  of  the 33rd.  GeneraiHospital,
Albai'iy.  New  York.,  ;trc in engagec'i  ii'i the fan'ioris  'Hurry  t!p  and  Wait'  garne,

yvait.ing  to slrip  to their  xiesxa assignirient  in Italy'.
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And  Letters...

This  letter  vas  received  in response  to the
'Uncle  I Never  Knew  " story  printed  in
tbe last issue  of  the  Newsletter.
Pierre  Kennedy  was  a Tail-Gunner  on the

Althoff  Crew  and their  crew  was  sehed-
riled  to go on 'R&R'.

However  due  to the 'Fickle  Finger  of
Fate'.  both  his  and  another  men'iber  of  the
Althoff's  Crew's  'R&R'  was cancelled  and

both  were  assigned  as fill-ins  on the
Lovey  Cre'w.

TheRepNy..,
To:  frank@frankan'ibrose.eoni
From:  kittydandee@sbeglobal.net
Date:  March  21,  2009

Subject:  Jon  Tallrnan's  article  in
Pantanella  News,  No.  95

Hi  Frank,

Jon  Tallman's  story  in the Pantanella
News,  No.  95,  was  very  interesting  at'id
well  researcbed.

I was  a "Fill-in"  sergeant  tail  gunner  cm

Lt.  Alexander  Lovey's  B-24  that  fateful
day,  Oct.  13, 1944,  Friday  tl"ie 13th.

We  were  shot  crown  at 11:18  AM,  right

after  leaving  the Initial  Poirit  ("I.P.")  as

we started  the  bomb  riin,  and ocir  bombs
had  not  been  dropped.  Target  time  was
]!:20AM.

Sergeant  Leonard  Goldstei,n,  radio

operatdr. avid I merein .LT.iarnes AltMffs  o
original  crew,  and  our  crew  had orders  to
travei  to a rest  cannp  at the {sle  of  Capri
that  day,  but  l 5th  Air  Force  Headquar-

ters  ordered  a maximum  bombing  effoit
against  the Blechhainmer  South  OiN
Refinery.

Instead  of  traveling  to Capri,  Leonard  and
iwere  ordered  to fill  in on Lt.  Lovey's
crew  and  fly  to Blechhammer.  I felt,  even

before  we  left  the ground,  tliat  it  would  be
a bad day. Many  of  us were  superstitious.

Unfoitunately,l  never  met  Mr.  Ti]lman's
cousin,  LT. Raymond  Morse,  Co-Pilot.

While  a F!0.W.  in Gertnany  at Stalag  Luft

4, I talked  to Charles  Hudson,  top  gun-

ner. He told  me that  the  two  pilots.  Lovey

and  Morse,  were  getting  out  of  their  seats

and told  him  to  jump  out  tl'ie bomb  bay.

Hudsoxi  told  me  tliat  he remembered  little

else,  and found  himself  waikirig  around

in some  woods  in Germany.  I don't  know

what  happened  to the  aircraft.

I was  the last  man  out  of  the  waist  sectioxi.
Tt was  really  hard  to  get  out  of  the  tail
turret  as my  left  'oot  got  jammed,  andl

thought  I would  go down  with  tl'ie ship.  i

had no idea what was happening LIP front.
I crawled  forward  to the  camera  hatch
to jutnp  out.  Flames  from  the right  wing
came  back  nearly  to the  waist  window,
and  the inside  was  smoking  up.  The  plane
was  shaking  and  vibrating  )ike  crazy.  I had

"quick released" my flak suit, snaliped  Oil

my  small  chest  ehute,  and grabbed  iny

Gl  slioes  wliich  had  been  laced'togetlier.

I had  jamn'ied  the shoes  and  cl'tute  beside

the eat walk  as we had  been  told  to (lo in

anticipation  of  a bait  out.  That  was  some

of  tlte  best  advice  ttxe U.S,  Army  ever  gave

us. The  jolt  of  a parachute  opening  would

sometimes  knock  off

an airman's  boots.

Later,  I learned  that

prisoners  of  war  do a

lot  of  walking.

Flyixig  a xnission

from  near  Foggi;i.
Italy  to Blechham-
mer.  Germany  tciok
a Icmg time.  We got
up around  5AM.  and
had  breakfast  and
went  to a briefing
%eSSIC)lTh.

Wben  tt'te intel-

ligenee  ciftjeei"
amioru'iced  Blech-
barnmener  as ciur
target  that  da),  there
vvas dead  silence.
Take  of"f time  yvas

7AM.  =I-be bcirribers
liad  to rendezvous
ai'id be in lixie  by
8:OiAM  at 7,000

feet.  The  target

was.iust beyond
the extremity  of  t}ie
000  mile  rac'iius are
t"rorn Foggia.

With  a full  No;id of
hombs.  we had  to
climb  all  tiie  wav,

over tl'ie Adriatii:o arid to clear tbe All)S.  }
could  1cio[ ti;iek  from  n'isi tail  turret  and
see ourbombersfilling'tliesky.Andthe

drotie  from  tlie  bombets'  engines  }}  as
ui'iimaginat'yle.  We Imd  no protection  for
our  ears.And  tlie  Col(l  was frigl'itenixig.  At

30 to 40 degrees  [ielow  zero  (tbe  plane  and
turrets  liad no i'ieat. altliciugtt  ste did  ytear

electric  suits  under  our  heavy  flying  gear).  I

could  see drops  of  breatli  frotyi  tny oyyg.en

i'n;isk  turn to liellets before they fell to the
floor.  Even  in that  cc'ild, waxen the eiremy

startecl  to shoot  up anti-aircraft  shells  at us,

tlie  stveat  would  run  down  tny back.

Bot!'i,  !,ietitenant  I,ovey  and Morse,
are listed  as "KIA"  (killed  in action)  011

Missing  Air  Crcsv  Repoit  9059  from  tl'ic

NationalArchives.  Tlie  rest of  Hie crew  is
listed  as "RTD'.  returned  to duty.

Iwas liberated ;it Buchcn. Gcm'irm>, near
Hamburg  b)i the 94th  Armocired  Divi-

sion. 2nd Ro>alArmy (Britisb tanks). The
photo  of  me "looking  away",  waS originally

yer> small. l 1/2" X 2", taken in Narnur,
Belgium  ixi a small  booth,  witli  a seat,

ixliere  sot'ne of  us POW's  sat (for  a fee).
and a camera  took  3 or 4 snap  sliots  on :i
strip  of  film.  like  at an amuscincrit  park".

Frank,  Can  you  give  nie  Jon  Tallman's  E-
Mail  address  or  his borne  address?
I would  like  to get  in touch  with  liim

The  Pantanella  News  is great.
Thanks  for  all your  efforts  for  the 781st

Squaclt'on,
Pierre  Kennedy

Pre-Printed  Postcard given  to prisoners  by the

Gerinaiis  to be sent to their  folks  back liome.
'lahe Postcard  reacfs, "I liave iieen taken prisoner
of  war in Germany.  I am iri good )iealth.

We tt'i)l  be transported  from  here to another

Camp  lvitliill  the next few dayb. Please don't
syrite until  Igive  xieis address.
Kindest  regards"
The prisoners  svere only  amisved to adctress the =-
cards and si=n tlieir  name and rank.
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AND  MORE  LETTERS...

FrOll]:  fquagan@'ccix.net

Subject:  Nesv  sourse  fiyr  publicity
Date:  April  7, 2009
al"o: frank@frankambt-ose.eom

Frank-[Tnknown  to nie,  a friend  of" II)ave
Bownian,  our  navigator,  sex'it an issue  of
our  Pantanella  Newsletter  to  tlie  'vVWH
museum  and  tlte  letter  I ai't'i attacliit'ig
below  is tlieir  allS'vVCl-.

Th;tt  issue  had  tiie  story  K yvrote  ;ibocit  ciur
experiences  when  yse were  M!A.

! thociglit  i;ou  tniol'it  see an advantage  in
sending  them  copies  of  p;ist  issues.  'i"Oil

my tnid some famil> wlio t'ias all t.l'ie past
issues  an cioesn't  want  them  ariyn'icire....[f
their  member  has passed  asvay.

.!ust  :< tl'iouglit.  Wl'iat  do you  tliink."
Also  I ain  attaching  aitotber  pboto  for
sour  collectixin...

'vVe flew  in 'Easv  Maid'  several  tiines.....
Frrtnk  Quagayi,'

Top  turret  gunner.  French  crew

Tbe  NatNonaN  WWNN  Museuun
February  18, 2009

Mr.  ;uicl  Mrs.  y!lvin  Goufc'l

4302  E. Cortez  St

Phoenix,  AZ  85028-2226

Dear  Mr.  ;inct  Mrs.  Goutd,

Gn  behalf  of  the National  Worid  'vVar  Nl
Musetu'n.,  Twant  to tl'iank  you  fcir  your

recent  contribution  of  doeumentarso
ixiformation.  -rliis  Museui'n  is des;igxiat6d
by  Congress  as Ai'neriea's  o'tafieial  W(')I-l(I

'arll  S!useui'r'i.  As  ':aich,  it interprets  tlye
.-ynieriean  Experiet'iee  tluring  the  World
War  H years  and  celebrates  Live American
Spirit,  t[qe te+ir'nwork.  <:iptirriisrn.  corir-
age  and  sacrifice  of  tbe men  ;utd  svon'ien
wl'io  yvon  'vVorld  !'vyarNl  and  prorr'totes  tlie
exp!oratioi'i  axid expi"essioii  of  tliese  va)ues

b> future generations.
Yciur  donation  tvill  be adcied  to tl'ie  grow-
irig  colleeticin  of  researc}'i  material  ti'iat
is usect  by  staff,  yisitors,  and  researchers
alike  tci gaixi  a better  ui'iderstandir'ig  and

aplireeiation  of the An"ierican Expe'rienee
ixi one  or tlte  most  critical  peri<ic!s  in our
nation's  history.  Specific  items  you  ]"iriie
donated  include:

VP  cif  Education  &  Strategic  Plaiming

SEND  IN  Y €)UR

RESERV  A'l"I(")N

More  Things  to SEE

The  Harry  S. Truman  Library

the  aircraft.  She  will  be describing  her
experience  in the  next  issue.

Tlie  Hart-y  S. Trurnan  Library  and
Museum  is a library  and  rnuseuin  dedicat-
ed to  preserving  papers,  books,  and  other
historica}  materials  relating  to  former
President  Harry  S. 'l'ruman.

It  is located  on a small  liill  facing  U.S.
Higliway  24  in Independence,  Missociri,
Tniman's  hometown.

It  was  the  fxrst  presidential  library  to  be
created  under  the  provisions  of  the  I 955
Presidential  Libraries  Act.  and  is one  of
twelve  presidential  libraries  administered

by  tbe  National  Arcliives  and  Records
Administration.

The  Truman  Library  was  dedicated  on
July  6, 1957  in a ceremony  which  included
the  Masonie  Rites  of  Dedication;  thcise
attending  the  ecrctnony  ixieluded  Herbcrt
Hoover,  Earl  Warren,  Eleanor  Roosevelt.
axid  William  F. Knowland.

The  president  and  his  wife,  Bess  Truinan,
are  buried  in the  courtyard  of  the  Library.

Their  daughter,  Margaret  Trutnan  Daniel,
vas  a iongtime  member  of  the  Tiuman
Library  Institute's  board  of  directo'rs.  After
her  death  in  January  2008,  Margaret
Truman  Daniel's  ashes  and  those  of  l'ier
late  l'utsband,  Clifton  Daniel  (who  had
died  in  2000),  were  also  interred  in the
Library's  courtyard.

The  museum  offers  an introductory  film
cin the  life  of  President  Truman.  The  two
floors  of  exhibits  feature  photographs
artifacts,  film  clips,  documents,  and
niemorabi}ia  covering  Truman's  life  and
career.  The  mural  Independence  and  the
Opening  of  T!ie  West  by  Thomas  Hart
Benton  adorns  the  walls  of  the  lobby
entrance.
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Reunion  Committee
Report...
Plans  and  events  for  tlie  up-coming
reunion  are gradualNy  and  systemati-
cal]y  being  synchronized.

Carole  Lee,  with  the  aid  of  her
coinpetent  staff,  have  been  diligently
organizing  a reunion  to be long
remembered.

The  venue  for  this  years  gathering

will  be held  in the  beautiful  five  star

Holiday  Garden  Inn  in  Independence,

Missouri.  With  Kansas  City  only  a

stones  throw  away,  attendees  will  find

a bevy  of  otl"ier  things  t.o see and  do
while  there.

Formal  arrangements  have  been  made

for  a tour  of  tlie  Truman  Presidential

Museum  as well  as a 'toucli  and  feel'

tour  of  the of  the  United  States  Air

Force's  pride  and  joy,  the 'B-2  Spirt
Bornber'.

While  touring  Whiteman's  A.FB,

Carole  as also  arranged  for  the  group

to bave  lunch  at the  all  ranks  service

club,  <The Mission's  End',  Iioeated  on

the  base, And  while  touring  'Truman'

Carole  has also  made  arrangeinents

to use the  'Whistle  Stop  Room  ' for  a

'brown  bag'  Nuncb break  catered  by

Independence's  renowned  'Dave  s

Deli'.

A'iriidst  all  of  his  medical  problems,

Earl  Leinart,  Carole's  cohort,  has also

been  busy  corresponding  with  various

individuals  in  an attempt  to secure  an

interesting  keynote  speaker  for  the

banquet.  Although  no one  has yet  been

selected,  the  committee  promises  the
speaker  wili  be inspiring.

All  in all  this  years  affair  promises  to
be a binner.  ,

781s' BS Assoe  2009  Reunion

Qetober  4-5-6-7,  2009
Hilton  Garden  Inn, Independence,  MC)

Tel: 1-816-350-3000
Reunion  Agenda

Sunday,  Getotier  4, 2009
3:00 PM  to 9:00 PM  Registration/Hospitality

Monday,  €)ctober  5, 2009
9:00AM-  5:00 PM  Registration/Hospitality

7:00 PM  Board  of  Director's  Meeting
Tuesday,  Oeto)tyer 6, 2009

8:00 AM  Bus to Whiternan  AFB
10:00  AM-I  1:00  AM  Memoria}  Service

11:00AM-12:00Noon  Lunch-MissionEnd
12:00  - .J3:30 Tour  B-2,  A-:10, Apache

5:00 PM  Business  Mtg  - Hospitality

Wednesda  Oetolyer  7, 2009\,
10:00  to 3:00 AM  Trurnan  Library  and Museum

6:00 to 7:00 PM  0pen  Bar
7:00 to 8:30 PM  Banquet  -= Hotel

8:30 to 9:30 PM  Program
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Jolin  B. Kennedy:  Pilot

rcu'ii:

.yubject: obit
Marct'i23.  2009

frat'ik<2z'frai'ikaix'ibrosc.com

I)ate:
]"o:

My  father,  1st I,t  John  B.  Kennedy
(first  pilot  or captain  of  liis  B24)  passed
away  Mar  9, 2009.

He  was shot  down  on his  first  inission,
saved  by tlie  partisans  in \ugoslavia,  anci
he went  on to complete  50  more  inissions.
John  worked  in the missile  division  of
Martin-Marietta.  He was Project  Manager
of  the installation  of  18 intercontinental
Ballistic  Missile  silos.  In 1962  he was
transferred  to Baltin"iore,  MD  where  he
-headed  the Gemini  Space  Prograni  for
Martin-Marietta.  He spent  rllueli  of  his
time  at Cape  Canaveral  working  with  John
GNenn.

John  left  Martin  and  go into  private
business  in the field  of  cryogenics  in LoS
Angeles.  In J964  his  company  was  bought
out  by Hughes  Aircraft.  He  then  worked
for  Hriglies  Aircraft  as Procurement
Manager  ruitil  his  retirement  in 1989.

Please  discontinue  his  Pantane)la  News.
Thank  you,
LouAnn  Kennedy

Kay  Thompson:
Hyron  W. Tbrmipsott  Widciw

.arch  16, 2009

Deai-  iMr  Anilirose,

I am writiiig  to yoxt to let yoit  knou'  that
n'ty inotht=r,  Ka):  Thompson,  died

unexpectetlly c<ftersurger>i  on junuary
29, 2009..Shr= svas th.e yvidow qf B>ii-on'vV
Ttumqyson, wlio siias un inte[ligeyiee officer
wit[i  //7(-" 781st  Bon'i.ii  Sqtttuinm.

A[thoitghshe  miver  atterided  reunion.<;

t4ffer lii,s decitli,she titfinitelsy enjoyed thetn
y'vhile  he ssaas cilive.

/ r:ermiyily  erpciyed the  ai-tiele.s  in t/;ico
Ptmtrmclla  iS7esvs.

Rectify tlie wctr wusfought  saery dijferently
in ttie t.tir than it u'as.lougjit iii //7(' ]ii.Uory
departmeyit.s  in tlw  1,7SA.

I hope  ycur  next  reunion  goes  a.s well  cis
(//7 tlie  others'lutve  gorge.

S'incerely,

Katiuyn  S. Thoxnpson  'Eitfy"'

781st  BS
2009  Reunion

October  4-5-6-7  2009
Hilton  Garden'  Inn
Independence,  MO

, SEND  IN  YOUR

RESERVATION  TODAY

Abraham  Dubinski:
Gunner:  Prince  Crew

Abrabam  Dubinski
21015  23rci  Ave Apt  5C
Bayside.  N  Y 11360
781st  Bon'ib  Squadron

Dem  ut':  hiti.

'l'his 781st  BS is to mitify  you  thtit
Ai>rahain,  one  r>f your  78jst.  J!3omb Squad-
mn World War  II  iicxs ("ias.s;ed <iysot.i,v tis of
Feliritary  18,  2009.

Iknow  he svoidd  have  enjoyed  this  issue
verv  irxucli.

He iotiked  7irsvmti  m all ytno-  issttcs  ovei-
the past  21'!' tem-s of illne;'=;.

They  iyiucie  liiin  htqi(iy  tmd  aiive  reading
eA)Cl-';  758//e.

Sim:erh:,ne

[ris  I)ubinsk,y(vvife)

Shirley  Smith:
Harry  M.Smitli  Widow

Harry  M. Smith,  a WWII  vet  and
member  of  the  781st  Bcimb  Squadron
Prince's  Crew,  lost  his  wife,  Shirley,  on
Jan. 7, 2009.  She vas  83 years  old.

Harry  arid  Siiirley  were  i'narried  65 years.
They  had  4 daughters.  1 son, 15 grandchil-
dren  and  22 great-grandchildren.

Shirley  was  knmvn  locally  for  lier  sincere
bcispitality  and wonderfull)  delicicius
home  cooked  meals.  Sl'ie was a devoted,
loving  wi'i-e, mother  and  Granny.  Slie  was
a true  Proverbs  31 wotnttn.
Harry  lives  at 55 Ebrliardt  Rd, Sn"ioaks,
SC 20481,

Marty  Santigian:

From:
Subject:
Date:

To:

Nasigritor  Ellison  Crew
Hayglcn@comcast.net
ElJison  Crew

April  28,  2009

frank@franLarnbrose.eom

I regret to inform >iou of the death  of orir
Navigatcir.  Marty  Santigian.

He  ;i-iicl 1"iis vvife  Marge  were  )iving  in an
assisted  living  facility  in Fresno,
Califcirnia.

We  have  ';Uasyed close  these  mat'iy  years
and I was foxtunate  to liave  visited  thtan
just  a month  before  his death.  r'v'lai-ty

spent man> ye;irs  in the Fresno  city  SCl]oOl
system,  and  teaehixig  at Fresno  State
University.

Glen  Haywood.  C'o-pilot

78]st  Friends  -

The  Registration  Forms  for  the

2009  781st  Reunion  are  enclosed.

Get  the  dates  on  your  calendar  and

send  in  yorir  registration.  I hope

you  are  excited  as I am  as you  look

forward  to  axiother  reunion.

Carole  and  I are

going  to  register

for  a Military

Reunion  Planners

Conference  in

Branson,  Mis-

souri  in  August.

At  this  time,  Car-

ole  is threatening

to  never  plan

another  reunion.

That  means  we  need  someone  to

step  up.

I am  looking  for  someone

(a  member  or  an  associate  mem-

ber)  to  come  to  the  reunion  with  an

idea  for,  2010  and  volunteer  to  be

the  reunion  pl&nner.

For  individuals  that  might  want

to  get  ahold  of  Carole  and  } after

we  are  gone  from  home,  our  cell

plione  numbers  are,  mine  is

605-321-3875,  and  Carole's

605-321-3874.

The  summer  is upon  us,

'have  a good  one!

Orren  Lee

Cur  thougNits  and

prayers

are with  all  our  fallen

comrades

who  have  found

everlasting  peace

You  have  served

your  coun.try  well

We  will  remember  you



78]st  BOM-B  SQUADRON  / 465th  BOB

p4NT7ANF,LI,A.  NE

15th  AIR  FORCE

781st  "PANTANELLA  NEW'S
C/o Fran'kAinbrose.  Edior

44 East Blvd
Gloversviiie.  NY  12078

44 MAY

2(;@9

g- -.-

Reunion
4-5-6-7
Garde';

Independence,

IN  YOUR

TODAY

20zg

ORREN J. LEE

2312 BRAEMAR DR.

SIOUX FALLS,SD57105

The  WAR..,

The  Beautiful

and  The  Ugly...

The  expression  "War  is Ugly",
is at times,  not  always  true.

Take  for  example,  this  WW  II
aeriai  photo  of  a Liberator.

This  serenely  beautiful  photo-
graph  of  a 465th  Bomb  Group's
B-24  on a Bombing  Mission  to
the OiN Fields  of  Germany  gives
tbe sAesver little  reason  to fore-
bode  the  irnpendjng  devastation
tliis  aircraft  bill  soon  unleash  as
it drops  it's  awesome  cargo.

The  sleekness  of  tbe Aircraft
}ends  an accent  to tbe majestic
wbite  eapped  Alps  resulting  in a
vievv  to beboNd.

At that  moment  in time,  at least,
the War  was  not  Ugly!




