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MEMBERS
KEEP  IN  TOUCH

Notify  or  contact  any  or  all  of
the  individuals  listed  below  for  any

FW's=-Address  Changes=News

Or  Whatever

PANTANELLA  NEWS
Editor:-  Frank  Arnbrose:-

News  Stories,  FW's  and  Obits
FRANK  AMBROSE

44 East  Bivd.
Gloversville,  NY  12078

email:  <frank@frankambrose.com>

781st.  Asso.  President:-
Orren  Lee:

2312  Braemar  Dr.
Sioux  Falls,  SD 57105

605 339 }297
ernail:  <clee75@q.eom>

781st.  Asso.  VP:-
Marfiyn  Horne
i7933  Bahama  Isle

Tarnpa,FL  33647-2777
emaiN: < marilynkhorne@yahoo.com  >

781st.  Sqd.  Treasurer:-
PATTY  KILL

35 Southfield  Ct.
Springboro,  OH 45066

email:<pkill@woh.rr.eo:an>

781st  Asso.  Executive  Sect:-
Carole  Lee:

2312  BraemarDr.
Sioux  Falls,  SD 57105

605 339 1297

email:  <clee75@q.com>

78Nst  Bomb  Squadron  Association

c/o  Orren  Lee,  Pres,

2312  BraemarDr.

Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105

Email:  <elee75@q.eorn>

Dfficers

Orren  Lee:  President

Vice  President:  MariJyn  Home

Patty  Kill:  Treasurer

Secretary:  Conn:e  Ogden

Board  of  Directors

Frank  Arribrose

Earl  Leina'it

Frarak  Wassenaar

Chapiin: Frank Wassenaar

78Nst  BOMB  SQUADRON  (H)

Part  of  the  465th  Bomb  Gp.l5th  AF

Italy  1944-]  945

over  Southern  Europe

droppi.rig  thousands  of  tons  of  death.

and  destruction  to  the  enemy.

Shot  down  25 enen'iy  aircraft

Received  Two

President.ial  Unit  Citations

In  Seven  Battle  Campaigns

Veterans,  Families  and  Friends  Who
Attended  The  2009  781st  Sqd.  Reunion

Frank  Ambrose

and  son  William  Ambrose

Bernie  Badler

Charles  &&Bubba"  Brand

and  sons,  James,  Robert,  and  Thomas

Carl  Dahl
and  companions,  Jaime  Greer  and

Greg  Sonick

John  Fandrey
and  daughter  Norma  Cheesebrow

Donald  Fleming
and  family,  Chris  Kirk,  Matthew

Kirk,  Erica  Kirk  and  Judith  Bono

George  Hausold

and  wife  Veni  and  son  Glenn  Hausold

and  wife  Katherine

Glenn  Haywood

and  companion  Carolyn  Harman

Franeis  &'Ken"  Kill
and  wife  Betty

Patricia  Kill

Thomas  Kyle

Albert  LeBlanc

and  daughter,  Marilyn  Home  and

husband',  Ron  Horne  - "  - -  o

Orren  Lee

and wife  Carole  and  son,  Don  Munce

and  wife  Marie,  granddaughters.

Audrey,  Jessica  and  Jarnie  Munce,

granddaugiiter-in-law,  Beth  Munce

Earl  Leinart

and  wife  Grace

Albert  Nagel

and  granddaugbter  Kristin  Nagel

Constance  "Connie"  Ogden

and  daughter  Candace  Tannery

Curt  Reed

and  son Curt  Reed,  Jr.

Kenneth  Rebn

and  wife  Lois

Anna  Russell

and  son Barney  "Bud"  Russell,  Jr.

Roland  "Ron"  Soucy

and  sons,  Gregory  and  Rodger

Elliot  Sweet

and  companion  Laurie  Bedus

Frank  Wassenaar

and  wife  Dorothy

Bryan  York,

Curator  of Strategic  Air  and Space
Museum,  speaker
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Minutes  of  the
781st  Bomb  Squadron
Association

')eneral  Meeting
Jctober  6, 2009

The2009BusinessMeetingofThe  781st
Bomb  Squadron  Association  was  heldain
the Santa  Fe Room,  Hilton  Garden  Inn,
Independence,  Missouri  on  October  6,

2009.

The  Meeting  was  calledto  orderat  5:05
P.M.  by  President,  Orren  Lee.

The  Invocation  was
given  by  Frank
Wassenaar,  Chaplain
and  the  Pledge  of
Ailegianee  was  led  by

d::n;%.;7H Lee,
Thank  You,  to George
Gaines  who  provided
the  special  treats
(cheese  and  vegeta-

bles)  for  the  meeting.

Veterans  were  asked
to rise  for  a standing

ovation,  then  the  As-
sociate  Members  were

asked  to  stand  to be
recognized.
President  Oren  Lee
.appointed  James  Braud  to act  as Parlia-
mentarian  for  this  meeting.

SECRETARYREPORT:  Thereportof

the  2008  Business  Meeting  was  published
in the  Januaty  2009  issue  of  the  Pantanel-
la Newsletter.  Earl  Leinart  made  a motion

to  accept  the  Minutes  of  the  Meeting  as
pubIlished.  Motion  sec-
onded  by  John  Fandrey.

in  the  Pantanella  Newsietter.  Estimated

expense  about  $5,000.00.  Estimate  from
Registrations  $5,000.00Amotion  to
accept  the  report  was  made  by  Frank
Wassenaar,  seeonded  by  James  Braud.
Motion  approved.

FUTUREREUNIONS:  CaroleLee

gave  a proposal  for  Branson,  Missouri.

$169.00  per  person.  Carole  mentioned
Veteran  Museum,  Branson  Belle  Show-

boat,  Memorial  Service,  Titanic  and
Hughes  Brothers  Show.  Air  Tram  goes

into  Branson.

Horne  gave  a proposal

ampa,  Florida.  McDill
Force  Base  has a new

Club  and  Chapel.
Ietree  or  Martiott

Wili  need  a bus  to

the  air  base.  Liberty
mass  produced  dining
in  Tampa  Bay,  Busch

, Adventure  Water
and  C135  Aero  refuel-

Air  Force.

Lee  made  a motion
go to Branson.  See-

onded  by  Earl  Leinart.  President  Orren
Lee  asked  for  a show  of  hands,  8 in  favor.

Frank  Ambrose,  Editor  Newsletter

Board  of  Directors:  FrankAmbrose,
Frank  Wassenaat,  Earl  Leinart.

OTHERBUSINESS:  CaroleLee  made

a motion  to move  $5,(X)0.00 into  the
Scholarship  Endowment  Fund  at

Strategic  Air  and  Space  Museum.  Connie
Ogden,  seconded.  Motion  carried  with  1
opposed.

LASTMAN  STANDINGTOAST:
Frank  Wassenaar  introduced  Earl  Leinart
who  proposed  a toast  to thea Men  of  the
781st,
Shot  glasses  emblazed  with  the  781st
emblem,  inscribed  as r'Last  Man  Stand-

ing,  October  6, 2009"  were  distributed  to
veterans  fiiled  with  bourbon.

Frank  Wassenaar  introduced  Earl  Leinart
who  proposed  a LAST  MAN  STAND-
ING  TOAST  to the  Men  of  the 781st,

The  Last  Man  Standing  bottle  is still
intact  and  will  be placed  in  the Strategic

Air  and  Space  Museum  until  the last  man
is located.

Motionto  adjourn  by  James  Braud,
Seconded  by  Ron  Soucy.

Respe4ully Submitted.
Connie  Ogden,  Secretary

e!Si4ail......
From:  frankw@cmsinter.net
Subject: Thankyou
Date:  November  16,  2009
To:  frank@frankatnbrose,com

DearFrank,  Pleaseacceptthisbejatedthank
you for  your  ambitious  help  at the last squad-
ron yeuunion.  Your  photography  presentation
was greatly  enjoyed  and I know  your  new

photos  will  be welcomed  at the next  reunion.
I also appreciated  your  evaluation  of "The

last man standing"  at our  directors  meeting

and the toast  met  with  great  sucess. Have  a
good  New  Year  and a Happy  Holiday  Season.

Ps,  Dottie  sends greetings  andapprecia-
tion  for  ail your  kind  word  and for  the many

thoughtful  details  that  make  the Squadron
gathering  interesting  and enjoyable.

Fratak  Wasser

Via  the  US  M[ail.......

10-30-09

Dear  Frank-

Firsta change ofaddress:
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The  Reunion...
As  I recall  it-

By  FrankAmbrose

I departed  on Sunday  October
4th.,  around  8:30  in  the morning,
from  my  home  in  Gloversville,
New  York  for  a one  and one half
hour  drive  to the  airport  in
Albany,  NY.

My  fli.ght  was  due  to takeoff  a
few  minutes  before  noon  and  I
wanted  to give  myself  time  for
going  through  security.  I had  had

aagh0ipsOret%laatcneomwenwthaefnee'wveyreIarts.
to go through  airport  security  the

wlthseoelemaei?ort is put on alert, or so
As  I entered  the  body  scanner

a.ttema?lttihnegltl.oghgtos tahrndoubgehllsseWceun-t
rol!'. Iwas  immediately  escorted

to a holldevinegl cell where a much
hwiegrheeer mp1oyoefdseNcueerid\emsteoassauryes
after  the Security  Guards  deter-
mined  thatIwas  of  no threat  to
anyone,  they  allowed  me  to pass.

I will  not  go into  the details  of
the  flight  other  than  to say  that-

mlSalnasnaeslCanltde;d six hours later

Carole  had  made  arrangements
for  us to contact  one  another  to
share  the ride  from  the airport  to
the hotel.

Contacting  Ron,  we  arranged  for
a meeting  and shared  the r'ide to
the tiotel.

gAreseIteWdabsyChaencukm'nfe'rnofI owthaser
members  who  had  already  arrived
before  us.

It  had  been  a long  day. By  the
time  I unpacked,  freshe'ned  up,

sltpyeRntOs0ommeItWimaserienatdhyefHoros!eitai-
sack.

mMy0sne9?yor:B\eIaffs'rguffet'
the hotel  offered.  The  day  sped
by  rather  quickly,  I had  brought
with  me a DVD  s4"towing  WWII
Air  Force  Re-Enactors  at a recent
Air  Show  in Geneso,  NY.  (See
#96  June  Issue,  page  4 and  5).

This  group  of  individuals  took  on
the 781st  Bomb  Squadron's  name
and re-enact  the daily  routines  of  our
days in Itaiy.
The  video  proved  to be quite  a sen-
sation  as many  of  the guys requested
a re-showing  of  that  video  a number
of  times  over-and  many  purchased
reprints  of  the disc to be sent back
to their  homes-

AN Leblanc,  his  daughter  and
son-in-Jaw  Ron  Home  had
ari-ived  roughly  at the same  time
at an otber  terminal  and were  in
the  process  of  renting  a car.

Photographing  tbe  781st  Vets  in  front  of  the  B-2
Whenever  a "photo-op"'  appeared  the  'Paparazzi'  were  sure  to be there,  I don't  think

Obarna  has had  this  many  of  the  White  House  Corps'  chasing  him

By  five  it was  alread'y'atffi"e'for"
me to attend  our  annual  Board
meeting.

Just  as the  Board  meeting  ended,
my  son  William,  who  had  been
driving  up from  Dallas,  contacted
me on my  cell  informing  me he
had  just  arrived  and  was  in the

HlnoteItl XaadrkbineegnloatlaOnndgcnhoen)ksitnogp

pdraicvkeefdoarnhdim,ebfyatchtethtaimtWeehewuenre-
to get  up early  the next  morning
we  decided  to call  it  a day  and
retire.

Tuesday,  WOW!  For  me,  this  day
was  tlie  most  memorable  and  the
highlight  of  the reunion.

Aftere.atinga  hearty,'allyoucan
eat breakfast  buffet'  we began
boarding  a bus at 8:30  for  the trip
to Whiteman  AFB.

The  trip  was  rather  lengthy,
arriving  around  10:30  or so. After
a short  comfort  break  our  group
assembled  at the 'Whiteman
Spirit  Chapel'  for  a 'Memorial
Service'  for  our  fallen  and rlepart-
ed comrades.'

As  always  tbe service  was  botb
solemn  and  memorable.
(see page  10 tbis  Issue)

Following  tbe Memorial  Service
a buffet  lunch  was  served  at tlie
'Mission  End'  Service  Club  a'fter
whieb  a most  enlightening  brief-
ing  was  given  by Lt.  Coi.  Edwin
Redman  on the present  day  Air
Force  and  the role  of  tbe B-2
Bomber.














