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DAYTON
CITY  IN 2009

FAREWELL
HELL,O  KANSAS

Whiteman  Air  Force  Base  Home  of the  B-2

I

781st.  members  attending  the  2008  Reunion  pose  in  front  of  Chapel  2, Wright-Patterson  AFB,  Dayton,  OH.

TheStainedGlasswindowgraeingthefrontof  Chapel2isareplicaofthestainedglasswindowfromthe

"%,) Chapel  at  Wheelus  AFB,  Libya  commemorating  the  courage  of  the  crew  of  the  B-24  "Lady  Be  Good"  who
perished  in  the  desert  in  1943.

Funds  for  the  design  and  manufacture  of  the  window  in 1960  were  donated  by  USAF  personnel  of  the
7272nd.  Air  Base  Wing  stationed  at  Wheelus  AFB,  Libya.
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MEMBERS
KEEP  IN  TOUCH

NOtif7  (#'6ffii\feW'Q%=all  Of
the  individuals  listed  below  for  any

FW's---Address  Changes-News
Or Whatever

PANTANELLA  NEWS
Editor:-  Frank  Annbrose:-

News  Stories,  FW's  and  Obits
FRANK  AMBROSE

44  East  Blvd.
Gloversville,  NY  12078

email:  <frank@frankarnbrose.corn>

781st.  Asso.  President:-
Orren  Lee:

2312  Braemar  Dr.
Sioux  Falls,  SD  57105

605  339 i297
email:  <olee@iw.net>

781st.  Sqd.  Treasurer:-
KEN  KILL

707  West  Circle  Drive
Findlay,  OH  45840

419-422-4159
email:<knykill@juno.eom>

781st  Asso.  Executive  Sect-:-
Carole  Lee:

2312  Braernar  Dr.
Sioux  Falls,  SD 57105

605  339 1297
email:  <olee@iw.net>

aa81st Borrib  Squadron  Association
clo  C)tren  'Lee, Pres.

2312  Brae.rnac  Dr.
Sioux  FalJs,  SD 57105

Officers
Orren  Lee: President

Vice  Pyesident:  Bernie  Badger
Patty  Ki)i:  Treasurer

Secretary:  Coruiie  Ogden
Imd  Past  President:  Barney  Russell

Board  of Directrirs
James  C. Althoff,  President  Bmeritis

Frank  Atnbrose
Ear!  LeNnart

Bernie  Badlec

Chaplin:  Frank  Wasset'iaar

781st  BOMB  SQUADRON  (H')
Part  of  the  465th  Bomb  Gp.  15th  AF

Italy  '1944-1945

Flevv  191 Missions
over  Southern  Europe

dmpp;'i'ig  thousands  of  tons  of  death
and destruction  to the enemy.
Shot  down  25 enemy  aircraft

Received  Two
Presidential  Unit  Citations

Veternans,  Families  and  Friends  Who  Attended
The  2008 781st  Sqd.  Reunion

Frank  Arnbrose
Glovesville,  NY

Frank  Ambrose  II
Atianta,  GA

Bernard  Badger
Petalurna,  CA

Pearl  A.  Bailey
Doane  Bailey
Hermitage,  PA

Nicholas  C.  Belik
Ruth  V. Be]ik
Masury,  OH

Charies  "Bubba"  Braud
James  E. Braud
Thibodaux,  LA

Waiter  Clausen
Connie  Clausen
Greygg, Clausen
Fenton,  MI

Leonard  H.  Emmel.
Deborah  Parisi
Lenora  Simmons
Homer  Glen,  IL
Kenneth  Emmel
Sandra  Conrad
Christopher  Conrad

John  Fandrey
St. Paul,  MN

Robert  L.  Freed.
Mea-dowlands,  PA

Glen  Haywood
Carolyn  Harnnan
Ann  Arbor,  MI

Col.  Richard  Loch,  USAF  Ret.
Kathleen  Lc'ych
WPAFB  Ohio

Betty  L.  Keiser
David  G.  Chiiders
Patricia  L.  Childers
Ft.  Wayne,  IN

Karl  C.  Kill
Carol  Kiil
Powell,  OH
Patricia  Kill
Springboro,  OH

Arnold  R. Kill
Eleanora  Kill
Spencerville,  OH

Susan  Kill  MeAfee

Thomas  "Torn"  Kyle
Rena  Parker
Montrose,  CO  8].401

Orren  J. Lee
Carole  J. Lee
Sioux  Falls,  SD

Homer  Moelier
Lois  Moeller
Scottsdale,  AZ  85253

Constanee  "Connie"  Ogdi
Candace  Tannery

Diekinson,  TX  77539

Majc'+r  Sherwood  01son

Curt  G.  Reed
Curt  G.  Reed,  Jr.

San  Jose,  CA

Kerineth  B.  Re'hn
Lois  Rehn
Bill  Rehn

Woodhull,  IL

Bonnie  a. Rowe,  Jr.
Atlanta,  GA

Barney  G.  Russell,  Jr.
Anna  H.  Russell

G. "Bud"  Russell  III
Magnolia,  AR

Chuck  Sorlie
St. PauN, MN

Joseph  Souey
Pompano  Beach,  FL

Denny  Sutton
Kathleen  Sutton
Henderson,  K'

Walter  Sutte
Margie  Sutton
Evansville,  IN

Dr.  Elliott  B.  Sweet
Laurie  Bedus

Jori  L.  Tallman
Carol  A.  Tallman

Poland,  OH

Frank  Wassenaar
Dottie  Wassenaar

Alma,  MI

Judy  Willett
Roni  Lee  Willett

Hamburg,  NY

John  Zadrozny
Belle  Vernon,  PA

Banquet  Guests  were:

Lt.  Gen.  John  L.  (Jack)  Hudson

(Speaker),  Mrs.  Marsha  Hudson,

Gen.  Hudson's  ajd,  Capt.  Francis

Marino  and  guest  Capt.  Sandra

Ishmael,  Gen.  Hudson's  staff:  Major

Darien  Hannert  and  Capt  John

Kosobud,  Con  Richard  Lach  USAF

Ret  and  wife  Kathleen  Lach.

Major  Richard  Mader,  USAF  and  )

wife  Gail,  2 children,  John  who  led  us'-"'

in  the  Pledge  and  daug'hter  Madeline

and  4 Members  of  the  Base  Honor

Guard
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2008  mee'ti'riga6rat'h;">8=!'stnomb
Squadron  Association  was  held  in the
HopSqudron  Associatione  Hotel.  Wright
Patterson  Air  Force  Base,  in  Dayton,

OhioonOctober7,2008.  Themeet-

ing  was  called  to order  at i9:00  hours
by  President,  Orren  Lee.  Chaplain  Frank

Wassenaar  gave  an opening  prayer,

The  Pledge  of  Allegiance  to the  Flag  was
recited.President,  Oren  Lee  asked  that  all

WW[I  Veterans  stand.  As  they  stood  up

they  received  a standing  ovation.  Then
he asked  for  all  the  Associate  Members  to
stand.  He  explained  these  are members

who  have  paid  their  dues  and  are eligible
to  vote.

JSecretary's Reportwas notread,' aS
it  was  published  in  Pantanella  News.
Motion  to accept  the  report  was  made
by  Barney  Russell.  Seeonded  by  Frank

Ambrose.  Motion  carried.

as-

that

t'ime

of
will

re-

funds
treasury

our

g

SAC  Museum
in  Ashland,  Nebraska  from  the  781st

Bomb  Squadron  Association.

These  contributions  are in honorof
our  folded  wings  comrades  and  wiil  be

g
qualified  students  to  be awarded  and
supervised  by  the  current  director  of  the
museum.  Ron  Soucy  seeorided.

Motion  carried.

Patty  Kill  was  asked  forthe  current

reunion  finances.  "A  fuli  report  will  be
January  Pantanelia  News".

New  Business:

Future  Reunions.Aftersuggestions  and

discussion  Bernie  Badler  made  a motion
the  2009Reunion  will  be Kansas  City.
Hotel  in  Independence.  B2
Flying  Wing.  WWI  Museum,  Tnirnan
Library,  Art  Museum.
Motion  seconded  by  John  Fandrey.
Motion  carried.

Reportof  Norninating
Committee  was  given  by

arney  Russell:

uggested  Slate  of  Officers
a nt: Frank  Wassenaar

Vice  President:  Greg  Souey
: Connie  Ogden

reasurer:  Patty  Kil}

of  Directors:
Ambrose,  Earl  Leinart,
Badier

: Orren  Lee

Frank  Wassenaar  declined  the
nOmlnatlOnl

Greg  Soucy  then  spoke  up that  he also

declined  the  Vice  President  nomination.

t'4ffneormdi'ns'autisosn'of'o'r0affseecno'nedete'rmc,epBIeedrnie
Badler  accepted  the  Vice  President  for  a
second  term  and  Frank  Wassenaar  accept-
ed a second  term  as Chaplain.  President
Lee  asked  for  a motion  to accept  the slate
of  officers  as presented.  Candy  Tannery

so moved.  It  was  seconded  and carried.

Ken  Sutton  made  a motionto  give

$500.00 to the  School  House  Project  in
memory  of  Hank  Wiilett.  Betty  Kill  see-
onded  it. Barney  Russeli  suggested  the
motion  be tabled.  Leonard  Ernrnel  put

$100.00  for  the  School  House  Project  and
suggested  individual  members  donate,
not  the  Squadron  Treasury.

Carole  Lee  read  a letterof  greeting  from
The  Retired  Enlisted

Association  (TREA).
Meeting  adjourned  2]  :OO hours.

Respectfully  submitted,

Connie  Ogden
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Getting  To  Dayton
This  is 'My  Log'  of  the  dates,  times
and  experiences  encountered  on  my
journey  to  Dayton.  I was  flying  US
AIR  and  my  plane  was  due  to  take
off  at 11:48  on  Sunday  morning  the
5tb  of  October  from  the  Albany  New
York  Airport.  I was  due  to  arrive  in
Dayton  at 3:28  PM  that  afternoon.

Frcmk  Ambmve

Sunday-Get.  5-
5:30  AM-  Arose  and  finisbed  packing
my  luggage

6:30  AM-  Departed  for  Albany  after-
first  stopping  at MaeDonald's  Drive

Thru  for  a traveling  cup  of  coffee  to
make  the  2 hour  journey  to  the  airport
more  enjoyable.

8:30  AM-  Cbecked  in  with  US  Air,
they  charged  me  $15.  extra  for  my
baggage.

Going  thru  Security  was  a nightmare.
N had  to  remove  my  coat  and  shoes
plaeing  tliem  on  the  conveyer  and
almost  before  I entered  the  Scanning
Arbor  the  alarms  began  sounding.

I was  escorted  into  a holding  bootb
where  i was  told  to  remove  my  belt

and  other  metal  objects.  X tried  to
inform  the  Guard  that  I had  had  a hip
replacement  which  caused  the  alarx'n
to  sound,  cindismayed,  the  Guard
continued  to  wave  his  wand  around
my  head,  around  my  arms  up  into  my
arnn  pit  and  down  the  side  of  my  body
down  to  ipy  the  legs  and  feet.

Then  placixig  the  *and  on the  inside
of  my  ankle  he baved  liis  wand,  cinee

agaixi, up tlie inside i'ny leg LIP to my
crotch.  on down  again  and  up  the
other  side.

By  this  time  I was  becorning  a little

concerned.  }4aving  been  forced  to
remove  my  belt  and  asked  to  remajn
still  with  my  feet  apart  and  arms
outstretched,  I felt  rriy  pants  gradually
slipping  off  my  }iips.  By  the  time  be
concluded  waving  his  wand  rip  axid

down  the  front  and  up  and  down  tny
back  my  pants  txad slipped  almost
low  enough  to  hit  the  water  line.

9:15  AM:-  Entered  Food  Court  to
order  and  eat  Breakfast.

tO:15  AM:-  Finally  Icieate  my

Departing  Gate.  It  happened  to  be
ttie  Jast gate  in the  concourse,  I was
relieved  after  the  long  walk  to sit  and
wait  for  boarding.

11:15  AM-  The  aircraft  was  on  time
and  Boarding  began.  Unusually

long  walk  througli  the  Jet-Way  wl"iidi
did  not  terminate  at t'he aircraft  door.
Instead,  tlie  ]etA;7'Jay  ended  suspended
20  feet  above  the  tarniac  in  open  air.
Off  in the  distance  K caught  a glix'npse
of  a surprisingly  smaH  twin  engine

Prop  Plane.  A  long  narrow  set  of  steps

led  down  the  open  Jet-Way  down  to
tl"ie concrete  below.

We  were  instructed  to  follow  the  Yel-
low  line  for  approximately  50  yards
to  the  Aircraft.  The  aircraft  turned  orit
to  be a small  twin  engine  20  or  30
passenger  prop  jet.

11:45  AM-  Aircraft  door  closed  axid
locked,  pilot  begins  taxiing  to t'he
active  runway.

Approaebing  the  active  from  the
taxi  strip  the  pilot  begins  to  apply
full  power  as he continued  withciut
stopping  and  turnixig  onto  the  Active
Runway  to  'inake  a running  take-off.

i:OO  PM-  Arrive  at Phiiadelphia  NO
minutes  early.  Locate  new  gate  for  a
1 :45  PM  departure  for  Dayton.

The  Departure  Board  signifies  a one
hour  delay.  And  then  a two  hour  delay
and  continuing  delays  until  a 4:30
depaiture  was  announced.

4:37  PM-  Boarded  the  saxne  type
aircraft  as on  tbe  first  leg.  X tbink  they
are  called  "Regional  Jets"  finally

arriving  at the  Dayton  Airport  almost
3 hours  late.

6:10  PM-  Arrive  at baggage  to be
g,,reeted  by  two  young  gentlemen
holding  a IN X14  colored  photo  of  a
B-24  witl'i  the  words  "Welcome
781st  BS"  emblazoned  over  it.

and  bjs  cousin  Joe Soucy.

oSO€7"C'V=ENCeUTIVMs""""a"g'
O'SERYI € E
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The  following  is a reprint  of
a article  as it appeared
Jan. 23, 2007 in 'The Valley

fndependent'newspaper

iOnf POuenrnssqyulvaadnroianpvreobfil,ing one
John  Zadrozny

B)/  CHRI.S  f'ee'$"t\P""'
Staff  Writer

cbuckley@tribweb.com

By  the  time  the  war  ended  War  in

the  Pacific.  acquired  145  service
points  - nearly  double  the  85 needed
to  be  disc'harged.

But  the  Fairhope  man
was  given  just  a 30-day

furlough  with  orders  to

join  tbe  war  in  the  South
Pacific.
Zadrozny  was  partieipat-

ing  in  a parade  in  Charleroi
when  he  leained  that  the

war  was  over  with  Japan.

Zadrozny  grew  up  in
Fairhope  and  graduated
from  Marion  High  School
in  1941.

He  was  working  for  Corn-
ing  Glass  making  radar
bulbs  when  he  was  drafted

Thn9t4o3the Army in January
He  was  sent  to  Fort  Meade,  Md.
for  basic  training,  then  to  Jefferson

Bar-racks,  Mo.,  before  heading  to
Pasadena,  Calif.,  for  ordinance  and
armory  school.

"I  was  never  away  from  home,"  he
remembered.  "Then,  two  weeks  later,
I'm  in  California.  My  parents  thought
i was  going  over  (to  the  war  zone)
right  away."

When  Zadrozny  did  get  his  orders
for  overseas  in  August  1943,  the  trip

across  tbe  ocean  was  harrowing.
The  troop  ships  were  headed  into

the  Mediterranean  Sea  when  they
received  an  alert-  "two  German  sub-
marines  were  waiting  for  them".
"Our  only  recourse  was  to  make  a
smoke  screen  and  full  steam  ahead,"
Zadrozny  said.

His  ship  escaped,  but  atroop  ship

carrying  members  of  the  780th
Squadron  was  sunk,  he  understands.
"I  thanked  the  good  Lord,"  said
Zadrozny  - they  could  have  aimed
their  torpedoes  right  at our  ship,
which  was  right  next  door"

Zadrozny  was  assigned  to  the  78]st

Bomb  Squadron,  465th  Bomb  Group,
55th  Bomb  Wing  in  the  Army  Air
Corps.

his  issue  of  the Pantanel}a  News  was
ade possible  by  the  Men'ibers  of  the

8ist  Ordnance  Section

Specifically,  Zadrozny  was  a member
of  the  ground  crew  in  charge  of  load-

ing  bombs  and  ammo  on  the  B-24
type  bombers.  We  also  had  to  main-
tain  the  50  caliber  Machine  guns.

Bombs  had  to  be  loaded-fused  and
armed  for  the  next  mission.  We  were
always  busy.  Never  a dull  day.

The  ground  crew  worked  mainly  at
night,  loading  the  planes  for  bomb-
ing  missions.  They  would  then  eat
breakfast  and  get  some  sleep  before
anot'her  night's  work.

Zadrozny  recalled  one  day  eating
breakfast  when  first  sergeant  came  in
and  said,  "The  bomb  dtunp  exploded.

you  guys  have  to  get  out  there."
There  were

es

ying  all  over
pIaee,-':

y said.
e salvaged

could

d got  our  crew
hell  out  of

." No  one

Zadrozny's
Wag

ed,  but  other
s were

as fortunate.

Zadrozny  recalls  meeting  some  lo-
cal  friends  overseas,  iricluding  Andy

Belsick,  of  Fairhope,  and  Archie
Mitchell  and  Sam  Krolocik,  of  Arnold

City.

The  men  of  his  squadron  also  took
over  two  comparuons,  even  against
orders.  Zadrozny  said  the  men
smuggled  two  dogs  in  their  duffle
bags  overseas  to  Africa  and  later  Italy.
The  animals  became  the  squadrons
mascots.

Zadrozny  told  himself  that  if  he
survived  the  war,  he would  take
three  months  off.  But  two  weeks  after
his  discharge,  Zadrozny  was  back  to
work  at Corning  Glass.  He  retired

in 1986.  He  met  his  wife,  Helen,  in
Charleroi  while  on  furlough.  They

married  Sept.l4,  1946.

Zadrozny  was  in  Rome  with
Robert  Freed  on  a three-day  pass
when  that  city  was  liberated.  Even
today  Zadrozny  gets  together  twice
a month  with  his  friend,  either  in

Fairhope  or  in  Freed's  Washington,
Pa.,  home.

Zadrozny  said  even  today  he  often
thinks  of  his  days  in  the  military.

"Its  always  in  here"  Zadrozny  said
touching  his  forehead  "Its  always  in
here...

TREASURER'S
REPORT

$245.52
$7.725.00
$7,970.52

$698.17

ZU-  - 2008 Reunion Report
Revenue:

Transferfrom  checking
(balance  from  last  reunion)
Registrations  &  Fees

Total

Disbursements:
Bus
Van  (rental,  fuel,

step  stoois,  parking)
Snack.s,  Liquor,  Beer,  Wine
Pianist

Carillon  Park  Fee
Luncheon,  Banquet
Museum  Floor

Miscellaneous
Total
Reunion  Balance

(Revenue  -  Disbtnsements) $787.36

$1,076.86
$304.57
$75.00

$250.00

$3,073.56
$1,600.00

$105.00

$7,183.16
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T%%70 surprised  presentations  were
made  at tl'xe Reunion  Banqriet.
Appcoaching  the  podicim,  ROII  Socicy
announced  that  he liad  a 'Special
Announcement'  askirig  Carole  Lee.
Betty  and  Ken  Kiln to  come  forth.

In  recognition  and  appreciation  for
their  outstanding  ancl  dedicated
services  to the  organjzation,  Carole
and  Betty  and  Ken  Kjll  were
presented  with  a Laser-engraved
Lueite  Mante}  Plaque  thanking  tbeni

on  belialf  of  the  78  } st. for  their  out-
standing  service  to  the  Association-

Tlie  inscription  on  the  plaque  read,
#Ntli  gratitude  for  your  outstanding

professional  dedicated  and  voJuntary
efforts  for  the  781st.  Bomb  Squadron
Associatioxi.  We  the  members  of  the
781st  are bonored  and  grateful  for
your  contributions".  To  Carole  Lee
as Executive  Secretary  of  tbe  781st
Bomb  SqriaJron  Association  and  to
Betty  avid  Ken  for  their  outstaxiding
SerVICe  aS treEtStlrer.

want  to  thank  the  781st  Bomb
quadron  Associatioxi  for  the  plaque
resented  to me  in appreciation  at tlte

tNnlOn.

t is beautifu!  and  a nice  remembran
f  the  2008  Dayton  Reunion.  I tiave
ut  it  in  a place  of  honor  on  a book-
ase  in our  front  entrance.

hank  you  very  xnuch.

aroXe  Lee

And  Letters...

rom:  p.bailey1  @verizon.net
: November  11,  2008

bject:  Pantanella  News  New

o:  fambrose@frontiernet.net

rank,
is just  a comment  that  ! wou!d  like

o make  regarding  our  reunion  at
ayton  Ohio.

} was  honored  by  having  my  son,
Bailey  with  me  at the  reunion.

was  his  first  time.  He had  recently
etired  from  teaching  at our  local
lernentary  school  and  has  piloted
is own  plane  for  severa!  years.  I
ad  flown  with  him  prior,  but  was

nored  when  he offered  to fly  me
o the  reunion.

I want  to  thank  all those  attending
weicomed  him  with  open  arms.
men  from  781  st had  great  rapport

xap .';'.,=:.'hg:'==',ieW fglyre:naq
ame. He  had  no idea  what  a grea't

rh'a?E  :al#SWag down
smiling  at us  ale. Once  again,

anks  lor  everything.

earX

widow  of,Dan  Bailey  who  was  tail
unner  on  B24  of Bob  Joyner's  crew.
ale  Ke:ser  w(is  the  last,  1 believe,  of
at crew  to pdiss  on  in January  2008).

Thmzk  You
e are in receipt  of  a $5.000.00  donation  from
781st  Bomb  Squadron As:sociation  to the

81st Bomb  Group  Scholarship  Endosvment
at the Museum.

you syerv much  to all those 781st
bers WIIO have made  tliis  endowment

ible. The Museum  is delig!ited  to host  the

ve atvli:'oh'7o1uunngdstOefrsfhaett7en8dlSclaannidp 'iVxie210l00'9ein'o
name of  tliose  from  the 781st  svho l'iave

olded  Tlieir  Wirigs."

have ixieluded  my contact  informatioxi
ow. Thaxiks  agaixi ..,  and please extend

special  thanks  to al! tlie  781st  Association
bers for  rheir  service  to our  country  and

or their  coininitment  to the 781st  scholarship
wtnent  here at tbe Museum.

est regards,

o?in "Mac"  McLean
ecutive  Director

hland.  NE 68003
Wi  402-827-3100  Ext. 201

78ist  Bomb  Group
Scholarship  Fund  Report

Scholarsliip  Endowment.

ail it to  John  "Mac"  McLean  at the

ress  in  his  thank  you  message.

2009  REUNION  REPORT...

The  2009  Reunion  Committee  has
been  working  on  plans  for  our  next
affair  in Kansas  City.  Whiteman  AFB,
home  cif  the  B-2  Flying  Wing  is located
near  tliere  and  several  other  points  of
interest,  ttie  WWI  Museum,  Truman
Library,  Art  Museum  and  others.

Plan  on  Kansas  City  for  2009!
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Original  Message-----
rom: FrankAmbrose<fambrose@frontiernet.net>

: act  17, 2008
o: Ronald  Horne <rmjdo@earthlink.net>

bject:  781 st Reunion

e missed  you  and  Al at the reunion-
was  Great!
rank

Reply.....,..

rom:  rmjdo@earthlink.net
ate:  October  18, 2008

o:  fambrose@frontiernet.net
ubject:  Re: 781st  Reunion

LaBlanc  & I rally  missed  all of you
well.  He is doing  better  but has

things  to take  care  of before  he
be cleared  to travel  Al & ! went

a High  Schoo!  football  game  last
ight  the 1 7th and  he had a ball. I will

ell him about  your  email  and I will
in to pimp  him about  next  year.

F

milheritage@aol.eom
bject:  781st  Bomb  Squadron

Assoeiataon  Reunion
October  12, 2008

frank@frankambrose,com

Frank,

just  wanted  to drop  a line and  tell you
much  Liz and  1 enjoyed  the 781 st

mb Squadron  Association  reunion
n Dayton.

e had a marvelous  time,  and we
re very  gratified  by the  warm

reetings,  fellowship,  and hospitality
enjoyed  in your  company.  We

eally enioyed meeting my father's
rades  and  their  families.

k you  so much  for a wonderful
memorable  event. ! know  a lot

work,  and  a lot of love  went  into
ang it such  a success.

lease  pass  along  our  gratitude
our  congratulations  to all who
abuted.

en and  Liz  Wiggins

A//: Russell  T. Maynard
4428  Mine Road
Fredricksbxgg,  VA 22408
Aug. 07, 2008
Mr. Frari.k Ambrose, Editor:  Pantanella  News

Dear  Frank:

Sending  E-inaiis  are trot as easy for  me as
writing.

rm  ever amazed  at your  continued
publication  of  t1ie rVewsietter  and  thank
you and  commerid  you for  it.
Ever)i  Essue is most  interesting!  I've

previciusiysubmitted  and  yiu  have
published"Bio'articies  hopefidly  that
were interesting  fin-  your  readersh.ip.  So,
the conwxents  belcm' mast be considered
supplernentary.

Most  of  the 781st. Sqdn. will  remernber
that  [  joined  the Sqdn. in May  1944  as
Co-Pilot  on the Jack  Fra=ier  Crex>, We
were one t4  thefirst  Replacement  Ci-ews
to joiri  the Squadron.

I  probably,flew  with more dijferent  cre'iti
members  and Pilots  than an.y other  Sqdn.
Pilot!  This was due to the Group  Hqtrs.
actioz;i to designate  Capt. Frazier  as a
'Leatl  Pilot'at  atxmt  the 20 Scirtie Stage.

So, therefore,
". he.flew  yvith the

' CoXonei/Attack
Unit  Crews.

.had great

Operations
needed a
Veteran. Combat

.PiLot to assigtt
as "Crew
Conv'rtandey-

missions  with  neys> Replacement  Cresais on

their,first  sorties  o7? the recommendaticm
of  Capt. Fraziey'; Major  XVray and  Capt.
'fff[lett,  all  of  whom I  hadflown  with as
their  Co-Pilot.

I yvas flight  checked  b)7 Capt. BLankinship
and  certified  as a 'Crew  Commander

So, not onLv did  I.ffy  as Co-Pilot  for  many
t4  the Sqdn. Original  cresvs, I  aiso  flew
as "Combatjnstructor'Piiot  ysaith most

of  the Replacem.etxt Pilot/Crews  until  Feb
1945.
I  might  insert  here that  Capt  Wiliett  was
the most competent  "Combat  Pilot'with

s;hom I  flew  witli  on a mission.
Best Wishes, Frank

Russ Maenad

See P.S. on. reverseside

We regret  we wili  not  get  to go  to  the

Davton  Reunion.  We do  not  travel  rnore

than an hour  away  from  hoine atxyynore.
Please  gisie   our  best  svishes!

R.T.M.

!1/08
a U. T'yler

500 Parkside  Ave Oaks 923
orton,  Ill  61550

ear Fratx.k:
'77! in a Sr. Ho'tne and we,just  moved  in.to
nevv home so I have a. new address.

U. Tyler
500 Parkside  Ave Oaks 923
ortrm,  [11 61550

seesome  c4your  photos  every  once
a while  and enjoy  them. Ph.otos have
coyne my hobby  ever since I,joined  the
or Foi-ce at Kelly  Fiekl.  I  bought  a nice

ra in the P.X. ]  seyU a bouyzc]i qf  pics
o Harry  Carlfor  our  history  book. [ also

iped iocateseveral  qf  the 78]st  meyg.
yvas a B-24  Navi,gater  but  my hearitzg
id me in So I ended up being  a

rytogr4e  Security  Qffic:er-  first  in the
81st and  then the 465th.
'sie been to 3 ret.tnions- 2 iix Ohio  and
n.ce at Omaha.

rry  to Learn ofJinls  and Harry's
emise. I ctmsidered  them among  /?Z)7 best
a nds,

y uirifing  hand  is getting  tired  sci--------
riend  Ray TyLer

.s,

'rig etxelosing 2,fives to heap w0th postage.

rom:  rlfl  @peoplepc.com
bject:  Re: Pantanelfa  News

: November  10, 2008
o:  fombrose@frontiernet.net

ear  Mr. Ambrose,

his is Sharon,  Bob Freed's  daughter.
father  has  become  very  forgetful,
remembers  your  last  reunion  in
ober  and many  of the  others  with

veral  pictures  in the game  room.

e probably  will not be able  to answer
n line  on the  computer.  Whatever
ou print  in your  'tqewsletter,  I know  he

Id be so happy  to receive  the  info,

I am here  in the  Pittsburg  area
ping  to get  things  organized  for

y mom  and dad, A copy  of your
ws!etter  would  be so appreciated  by
m both. Please  send  to Box  246,

wlands,  Pa. 15347.  I !ive in
awaj  and will say  "Aloha",
haron  FreedAkana.
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Praise  the  Lord  and  Pass  The  Ammunition

Before  the  465th  andthe  other

nreo5u0p0s ipnOthunede!r5sthancdoualsdsod,eleidveorther
means  of  destruction  and  devastation
to  the  Oil  Refineries  of  Germany,  a
vast  array  of  Liberty  Ships,  laden  with
this  awesome  cargo,  were  forced  to
make  their  way  across  the  perilous
North  Atlantic.

This  is an account  of  such  a journey.
It  was  submitted  by  a former  US  Navy
Gunner  attached  to  a Liberty  Ship
transporting  Bombs  and  Ammunition
to  the  I5th  AF  in  Italy  during  WWII,
some  of  which  the  465th  'proudly'
deiivered  to  the  Oil  Fields  of  Germany

My  name  is"Rma;na'G.Bi6<Mn,
US  Navy  Armed  Guard  Gunner
#601-75-23.

I was  born  a twin  on  November  14,
1.926.  My  brother's  name  was  Rowland
C. Brown  and  he  only  lived  a very

short  time.  Together  we  only  weighted
2 1/2  lbs,  I weighted  14 oz.  My  mother
eouid  put  her  wedding  ring  up  to  my
elbow  and  I was  the  size  of  a qt.  milk
bottle,  but  my  mother  was  strong  and
helped  me  survive.

I joined  the  Navy  when  I was  17  years
gld  and  went  to  boot  camp  in  Samsqn,

€ -lYrsfsocrh6ooWleienkSshaenlddo'hn,enVAon. I"ow"'asntWen
assigned  to  a gun  crew  on  tbe  Liberty
Ship  SS Archbishop  Lany  mud we  set
sail  for  Bari,  Italy.

We  were  loaded  with  500  lbs.  bombs
and  fuel,  our  commander  was  Lt.  w.s.
Reed  Jr-, one  of  the  best  officers  you
could  ask  for.  He  l.ooked  after  his  men
and  we  looked  after  him.  We  sailed  out
of  Norfolk,  VA,  the  weather  was  bad
but  we  got  through  it.

'!Vhen  we  were  in  the  Mediterranean
enemy  air  craft  was  over  head  but  they
could  not  find  us so we  went  on,  the
last  six  or  7 days  we  had  no  escorts
at all.  We  had  to  stop  in  Brindisi  over
night  because  we  could  not  make  it  to
Bari  that  night.

There  was  an air  raid  at the  air  field
base  but  they  didn't  find  us.  The  next
morning  we  went  to  Bari,  we  picked
up  a tiarbor  pilot  to  bring  us in  because

two  days  before  the  Germans  in  an  air
raid  had  sunk  17  ships  in  the  harbor
and  they  had  to  guide  us through  it. It
took  us a few  days  to  unload,  then  we
headed  home,  when  we  got  home  we
had  a little  shore  leave.

Then  we  loaded  up  again  this  time  we

ti- )wItaelrye going to Naples and Leghorn,
The  Atlantic  was  bad  and  then,  Octo-
ber  14,  1944,  we  came  under  subma-
rine  attack  some  where  off  the  coast

of  France  and  about  a day  and  a half

from  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar.  Our  Com-
manding  Officer  was  Ensign  Glenn  T.
Grossan,  he  was  a heavy  man,  he had
just  came  out  of  Officer  Candidate
School.

On  October  14,  1944  I was  on  watch
from  12:00  to  4:00  p.m.  I spotted
something  dark  at about  3 points  off

osafl.sdta,r wboaarsad.WThhaelye lbauutghoendthaet moteheanr d
side  was  a German'submarine,  the
convoy  escort  sbip  picked  this  one  up.

I knew  what  was  going  to  happen  af-
ter  sun  down,  the  German  submarines
liked  to  hit  a tanker  this  way,  they  -
didn't  want  to  sink  it  they  just  want  to
put  it  on  fire.

Sure  as hell  the  tankeronthe  port
side  of  the  convoy  was  on  fire,  and  we

twheergeucnalIleSdaWtoabtaOt,tlee,doongm0ylnwg at,y ouupgthO
the  water  towards  a ship  that  was
about  3 points  portside  of  ours.

I remember  going  up  the  gun  deck
ladder  and  something  hitting  my  leg
but  I didn't  think  rnuc)  of  it  at the
time,  we  were  to  busy.  When  we  got
the  all  clear  I went  down  to  our  quar-

anything  they  would  all  get  extra  duty
so I threw  it  over  the  side,  but  at least  I
knew  what  hit  my  leg.

That  night  my  commanding  officer
didn't  come  to  see how  my  leg  was
and  he didn't  check  on  me  the  whole
trip.  While  we  were  there  I thought
they  would  have  a Navy  doctor  check

my  leg  but  they  did  not.  We  took  750
troops  plus  31 officers  to  Leghorn,
Italy  in full  battle  station  because  the
town  was  just  taken  over  and  you
could  here  the  sound  of  gun  fire.  Then
we  came  back  down  and  picked  up
what  ever  they  wanted  us to  take  back
to  the  US.

Our  gun  crew  was  35  men  with  Navy
Radio  men  our  ship  had  a Navy  Radio
on  it.  Some  of  the  men  were,  Zimisky,
Moore,  Anderson,  Swanson  and  many
more.

We  didn't  get  back  until  Decemberof
1944  to  Portsmouth,  VA.

No,  I didn't  get  the  purple  heart  but  I
will  have  carried  the  scar  for  64  years,
if  I make  it  to November  14,  2008.

If  you  asked  me  if  I would  do  it  all
over  again,  I would  say  yes.

They  ealledus  "SharkBail"  we
had  the  best  gun  crew  out  there,  we

worked  together.  I do  not  think  anyone

cisaustimllealaitv5elto8d7a2y, P8u5toi4f,there is please
Rawland  "Brownie"  Brown.
US  Navy  Gunner  #601-75-23.

I was  in  the  Portsmouth  Navy
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The  higttJy  emotional  ceremony
cornineneed  with  the  "Posting  of  the
Colors"  by  the  WPAFB  Color  Guard.
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--- imar  (Jerry)  Janearik:
Tail  Gunner:  MacFarlane  Crew

To:  Frank  Arnbrose

This  istoinformyouthatmyhusband

passed  away  on September  19th  2008  at
the  age of  87.

HeservedinWWII,  15thAirForee,
465th  Bomb  Group  as a B-24  tail  gunner
in  Italy.

His  Pilot  was  John  MaeFarlane.
I know  of  only  two  members  still  living.
They  are HoytAdsit  and  Robert  George.
On  June  6th !944  he was  shot  down  while
bombing  the  Polesti  Oil  Fields.  He  was  a
PW  in Romania.

He  will  be greatiy  missed  by his family.
Sincerely,

Chritered  Jancaraik

Howard  Morris  Brown:

From:
Subject:
Date:
T('):

783rd.  Navigator
MartinRBlustine@raytheon.com
Passing  of  Howard  M. Brown
October  '16, 2008
Bobbleier@aol.com,
frank@frankambrose.com,
dottaway@stny.rr.eom,
poppop783@sbcglobal.net

It  is with  regret  that  I inform  you  of  the

passing  of  Howard  Morris  Brown  on
September  29,  2008  in Framingham,
Massachusetts.
He  was  90 years  of  age.

.You  will  see that  Hal  belonged  to one

")stfa"tioenOefidga"tnPalanlt7ancerelNWaSan0df Isheerv7e8d3rads
navigator  with  "Perry  and  the Pirates."
Very  respectfully,

Martin  R. Blustirxe
Nephew

Memorial...
A  Memorial  Contribution  to  Uhe
781st  BS  Association  was  received
from  Bernie  Badler  in  Memory  of
his  brother  Lester  Badler.

Lester  Badler  died  September  12,
2008.  Lester  was  a B-24  Navigator
who  flew  the  "HUMP"  from  India  to
China  in  WWII,

Dayton.  It  was
heartening  to
have  such  a good
turn  out.  We  have  heard  from
some  how  they  enjoyed  the
reunion.  We  also  heard  that  the
two  that  had  to  cancel  because
of  illness  are  doing  better.

George  Hausold  called  a few
days  later  and  said  he was  home
and  feeling  better.  He  was  on
his  way  to  Uhe reunion  and  got
sick  at  his  daughter's  house  and
had  to  be  hospitalized.

Albert  LeBlanc's  son-in-law,
Ronald  Home,  emailed  that  AN
is doing  better.  They  had  been

looking  forward  to  Ohio  but
now  are  planning  for  next  year,

NOW  our  thoughts  turn  to  next

syar.  Carole  has  tot'tred

a hotel  in  Independence,  Mo.

We  are  waiting  fora  a proposa}

from  them.  There  is  a }ot  to  do

in  the  area.  We  will  schedule

a tour  of  Whiternaxi  AFB  after

the  first  of  tbe  year  and  go  front

there.  There  wig}  be  more  infor-

mation  on  the  2009  Reunion  in

the  next  Pantane}la  News.
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781st "PANTANELLA  NEWS"
C/o Frank  Ambrose.  Editor

for  a




