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SINCE WE FLEW THE FIRST 'BIG ONES' IT'S ONLY RIGHT WE GETTO SEE THE 'LATEST BIG ONES'

uary  U.S.  Departme  estab-

lished  Rapid  City  Army  Air  Base  as a training  location

for  B-17  Flying  Fortress  crews.  From  September  1942-

-when  its  military  runways  first  opened-until  mission

needs  changed  in  July  1945,  the  field's  instructors

taught  thousands  of  pilots,  navigators,  radio  operators

and  gunners  from  nine  heavy  bombardment  groups  and

numerous  smaller  units.  All  training  focused  on  the  Al-

lied  drive  to overthrow  the  Axis  powers  in  Europe.

-.-After  World  War  II  the  base  briefly  trained  weather

reconnaissance  and  combat  squadrons  using  P-61

Black  Widow,  P-38  Lightning,  P-51  Mustang,  and

however,  and  Rapid  City  Army  Air  Field  temporar-

ily  shut  down  from  September  1946  - March  1947.

When  operations  resumed  in 1947  the  base  was  a

new  United  States  Air  Force  asset.  The  primary  unit

assigned  to  Rapid  City  Air  Force  Base  was  the  new

28th  Bombardment  Wing  (BMW)  flying  the  B-29

Superfortress.

Air  Force  Chief  of  Staff  Gen  Carl  A.  Spaatz  re-

named  it  Weaver  Air  Force  Base  in 1948  in  honor  of

Brig  Gen  Walter  R. Weaver,  one  of  the  pioneers  in

Cont.  on  Pg. 2
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the  development  of  the  Air  Force.

In  June  of  that  year,  however,  in

response  to overwhelming  public

appeals,  Secretary  of  the  Air  Force

Stuart  Symington  returned  it  to its

previous  name.  The  base  was  also

declared  a "permanent  installation"

in  early  1948.

In  1986  the  base  andthe  28 BMW

made  extensive  preparations  to

phase  out  the  aging  B-52  fleet  and

become  the  new  home  for  the  ad-

vanced  B-IB  Lancer.

In  1994,  the  Air  Force  selected

Ellsworth  as the  exclusive  location

from  which  to conduct  a Congres-

sionally-mandated  operational

readiness  assessment  of  the  B-IB,

known  locally  as "Dakota  Chal-

lenge."  After  six  months  of  hard

work,  under  both  peacetime  and

simulated  wartime  conditions,

the  28 BW  and  Ellsworth  passed

the  test  "with  flying  colors";  and

proved  the  B-1  to be a reliable  and

capable  weapons  system;  the  main-

stay  of  America's  heavy  bomber

'fleet  for  years  to come.

In  March  1999,  the  Air  Force  an-

nounced  a reorganization  plan  that

makes  Ellsworth  AFB  and  the  28
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Flew 191 Missions over Southern Europe

dropping thousands of tons of
death and destruction to the enemy.

Shot down 25 enemy aircraft
Received Two

Presidentia) Unit Citations

The  B-IB  is a multi-role,  long-range  bomber,  capable  of  flying  interconti-
nental  missions  without  refueling,  then  penetrating  present  and  predicted
sophisticated  enemy  defenses.  It  can  perform  a variety  of  missions,
including  that  of  a conventional  weapons  carrier  for  theater  operattons.

"And  we  thought  we  were  flying  the  BIG  ONES!"

BW  partners  in  the  new  Expedi-

tionary  Air  Force  (EAF)  concept.

The  expeditionary  Forces  will  help

the  Air  Force  respond  quickly  to

any  worldwide  crisis  while  making

life  more  predictable  for  military

members.

On  1 June  1992,  as part  of  the

first  major  reorganization  since  the

creation  of  USAF,  the  Air  Force

inactivated  SAC  and  on 6 April

1992,  the  first  launch  control  center

shut  down.

In  1994,  the  Air  Force  selected

Ellsworth  as the  exclusive  location

from  which  to conduct  a Congres-

sionally-mandated  operational

readiness  assessment  of  the  B-IB,

known  locally  as "Dakota  Chal-

lenge."  After  six  months  of  hard

work,  under  both  peacetime  and

simulated  wartime  conditions,

the  28 BW  and  Ellsworth  passed

the  test  "with  flying  colors";  and

proved  the  B-1  to  be a reliable  and

capable  weapons  system;  the  main-

stay  of  America's  heavy  bomber

fleet  for  years  to come

The  men  and  women  of  Ellsworth

AFB  draw  from  past  experiences

to plan  for  the  future.  As  they

embrace  the  core  values  of  - Integ-

rity  First,  Service  Before  Self,  and

Excellence  in  all  we  do - they  stand

ready  to provide

"Global  Power  for  America"
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781S!. Squadron  H!S!Or7 January1944toFebruary1944
Editors  Note:

Harry  Carl,  our  Squadron  Historian,  compiled  a myriad  of  facts  and  photos  to produce  an excellent  hardbound

History  Edition  of  our  squadron.  The  book  was  a great  success  and  sold  out  rapidly  and  many  members  were  un-

able  to secure  copies.  The  decision  was  made  to reprint  the  yearbook  a small  section  at a time  in  future  Newslet-

ters.  The  Ost  installment  dealing  with  our  beginnings  Ost  appeared  in  the  # 64  Newsletter  that  was  printed  April

2001.  This  article  is a continuation  of  the  781st  Squadron's  History  and  deals  with  our  overseas  movement.

Continued  from  Issue  64:

January 1944

MbhdeuSe'ThufaederlOinngeonf'eerleadtioJannbueacrayuWse'ohfa
the expectation  that  this  was to be the last
month  of  training.  Along  with  this there
was a feeling  of  anticipation  about  the ap-

proaching  POM  (Preparation  for  Overseas
Movement)  inspections.

Rumor  said that  these inspections  would  be
tougher  and more  thorough  than anything
previously  experienced  by the Squadron,
and consequently  there  was doubt  In the
minds  of  everyone  as to the outcome.  There
was no  feeling  of  pessimism,  but  rather  that
this Inspection  was the one last obstacle  to
overcome  before  moving  to actual  opera-
tions  and somehow  it would  be surmounted.

The  navigators  on special  training  at
Geiger  Field,  Washington  returned  early
in  the  month  and,  by  [:ping  a heavier
schedule,  these  crews  soon  accom-
ilished  the  missions  required  to com-

plete  their  second-phase  training.

In  addition  to the  regularly  required
missions  for  third-phase,  several  special
missions  were  [:bwn  In  January,  the  [}st
of  these  on the  sixth.  This  mission  was
planned  by  the  Second  Air  Force  and
involved  a number  of  Groups,  including
the  465th.  The  objective  was  the  bomb-
ing  of  the  Second  Air  Force  Headquar-
ters  at Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  The
781st  furnished  six  aircraft  and  formed
the  € CCI  Squadron  or  left  wing  element
in a formation  of  eighteen  planes.

The  [lst  inspections  of  personnel  and
records  were  held  on 13 January.  The
only  etrors  of  any  consequence  were:
(l)  some  of  the  dog  tags  did  not  have

pOrfq!,eerFtOetmansus,8mlahrkaidn,ese;nnrlsl0g('7n.)e,at')bQnye

DinOitciaRlea! bOpyOhri'ma.l'ThOhuesgehe'rrheoyrshwaderbeeen
corrected  on the  day  after  the  inspection
(following  which  Doc  reported  to sick
call  with  writerCls  cramp).  On  paper,
there  was  no question  but  that  the
Squadron  looked  good.

The  second  mission  of  importance

a:namd etOaOskap\aacrteoOfnththeeP104Mt,iFnlsVpeec7t8iolnsts
aircraft  were  a part  of  the  primary  mis-
sion  which  was  the  bombing  of  the  steel

mills  at Pueblo,  Colorado,  as Well  as
one  plane  on  diversionary  raid  € A[:I
and  two  planes  on diversionary  raid
€ B € . The  Plane  Commanders  who
participated  felt  that  it  was  successful
and  well  [:bwn.  However,  the  POM
inspec € tors  ruled  that  it  did  not  pass
their  high  standards.

of  hours  accumulated  by  your  Squad-
ron,  this  Group  would  have  set a mark
that  would  have  been  nothing  short  of
phenomenal..
You  and  the  of[2ers  and  men  of  your
Squadron  are hereby  commended  for
the  splendid  results  you  have  achieved
during  our  training  period. €

Idle time  was  taken  up with  sin"gi;g  aana 'harm6H!zing

On  19  January  the  Squadron  was
honored  by  a letter  of  commendation

...fromjk.G-r-oup  C-ommander,  Cot
Elmer  J. Rogers,  Jr., and  directed  to
Major  McKenna.  The  following  is
quoted  from  the  letter:

€ Tie  781st  Squadronhas  ledcon-
sistently  the  squadrons  of  this  group
during  the  three  phases  of  training
at McCook  Army  Air  Base.  Your
leadership  has been  evidenced  by
high  [:ping  time,  the  greatest  number
of  missions  completed,  excellent  .

madamin1tnelnstarnactl.eonofIafiraclrlaff0tu, ransdqusau!reOrniosr
of  the  Group  had  Cbwn  the  number

The  entire  Squadron  personnel  accept-
ed this  honor  with  great  pride.

The  [:hal  POM  inspection  mission
was  [:bwn  on the 24th  and, although  most
people  in the Group  felt  it not  as good  as
the previous  one, it was satisfactory  to
qualify  the Group  for  combat  duty  in the
eyes of  the inspectors.  There  was a general
feeling  that  the difaulty  with  the earlier
mission  was only  unwillingness  of  the
inspectors  to approve  a unit  on the Ost  at-
tempt.  From  an administrative  standpoint,
the POM  inspectors  were  well  satis[:bd
with  the Squadron.

On  4 January  2nd  Lt.  Ray  U. Tyler
was  appointed  Squadron  Crypto-
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graphic  Security  Officer  reporting  in
the Communications  Section  and  2nd
Lt.  Burton  J. Fischley  was  appointed
Squadron  Personal  Equipment  Offi-
cer. Flight  Commanders  and  Airplane
Commanders  of  the  four  Flights  of  the
Squadron  were  appointed  on 6 January.

Cpl.  Frank  Ambrose  was  appointed
the Group  Historical  Photographer  on
27 January.
Squadron  strength  at the  end  of  Janu-
ary  was  91 officers  and  385 enlisted
men.

As  soon  as the  POM  inspections
were  accomplished  Squadron  attention
turned  to preparations  for  the  forth-
coming  move  to a port  of  embarkation.
Within  a couple  days  after  departure  of
the  inspectors,  orders  were  received  to
send  those  air  crews  without  flyaway
planes  to Topeka,  Kansas  for  staging,
while  all  non-flying  personnel  were  to
move  to Camp  Patrick  Henry,  Virginia
(Hampton  Roads  Port  of  Embarka-
tion).  With  these  orders  came  the
assignment  of  shipment  #0622N,  and
a new  address,  APO  9564,  c/o  Post-
master,  New  York,  New  York.

In  27 January  the  contingent  of  non-
flying  Air  Crew  personnel,  includ-
ing  17  officers  and  15 enlisted  men
departed  from  MeCook  to Topeka,
Kansas  and  their  overseas  staging.  The
staging  procedure  was  accomplished
within  24 hours  of  their  arival  at To-
peka  and  they  were  left  with  consider-
able  leisure  time  before  leaving  for
Camp  Patrick  Henry  to join
the  ground  personnel  for  the
movement  overseas.

The  last  week  of  Janu-
ary  was  a busy  one  for  the
remainder  of  the  Squadron.
In addition  to the  necessary
preparation  of  personnel  for
departure,  such  as making  up
existing  clothing  and  equip-
ment  shortages,  there  was
the  tremendous  job  of  crating
and  shipping  organizational
equipment,  most  of  which
had  now  arived.  Special-
ists  were  sent  to McCook  to
supervise  and  simplify  this
job  but  the  burden  of  the
work  fell  on the  Squadron
Supply  Section  and  they  did
an excellent  job.  It  was  found
that  the  so-called  specialists
were  not  nearly  as capable  as
could  reasonably  be expected
and,  in  addition,  there  was
a considerable  shortage  of
packing  materials  at the  most
crucial  time.  However,  by
improvising,  and  working  on
a 24 hour  basis,  the  equip-
ment  was  made  ready  to move

on schedule.

During  January  fifteen  flyaway  B-
24's  were  assigned  to transport  most
of  the  Air  Crews  overseas.  One  extra

Folarnmea'iVnatSenaIaInacceheadlthIOou'hgehSitaucatduraOlnly

TWhaessaespS'l!nneeds rIOepGlarcOeu! tHhoesaeduusead'eforsra
training  purposes  and  the  latter  were
now  transferred  out  of  the  Squadron

February  1944

On  1 February  1944  at 0630,  12
officers  and  275  enlisted  men  of  the

rgorn,Ounund!eerrtShOennceolmOmf Iahned7o8flCsIapSt.uad-
Wallace  S. Crouch,  departed  from  the
Air  Base  at McCook  for  the  to the
overseas  destination.  Personal  feel-
ings  about  the  departure  were  natu-
rally  varied.

During  the  four  months  that  the
Squadron  had trained  at McCook,  the
men had made  many  local  friends  and
several  had married  girls  from  the area.
For  these few  leaving  was not  easy, but
on the whole  morale  was high,  as was
proven  by the fact  that  there  was very
little  griping  even  though  the Unit  was
confronted  with  the problem  of  trying  to
be comfortable  on day coaches  for  the
three-day  trip  to Newport  News.

An  attempt  was  made  to determine

twohoobwtaains rpeusHmonasnibclaerfsobrutthneofaoinluereat
the  McCook  Base  could,  or  would,

provide  a suitable  explanation.

Arrival  at Camp  Patrick  Henry,  Vir-
ginia  was  made  at 0120,  4 February,
following  three  days  and  two  nights  of
travel  via  St. Louis,  Missouri,  Cincin-
nati,  Ohio,  and  Richmond,  Virginia.
Spirits  were  still  pretty  high  even
though  every  man  was  dead  tired  from
the  inability  to sleep  comfortably  on
the  train.  Much  credit  was  earned  by
the  Mess  Section,  which  did  a remark-

babylepjeopbakriene, 'enxgceul'leSntumaedarlOsndmurOinraglethe
trip.

The  Topeka  Air  Crew  detachment  had
reached  Camp  Patrick  Henry  on  3 Febru-
ary.  The staging  camp  was  located  near

Newport  News,  Virginia  In a low,  swampy
area.  It was  well  serviced  with  theaters,
post  exchanges,  and service  clubs  and
had large  consolidated  mess halls  in each
area. Yet, its overall  appearance  was dull
and depressing.  If  the camp  was designed
to create  a desire  to get out, overseas  or
anywhere,  rather  than  stay there,  it was
successful.

On  7 February  perfunctory  clothing
inspection  was  held  by  the  station  quar-
termaster  and  a similar  arms  inspec-
tion  was  held  by  the  station  ordnance
section.  Outside  of  a quick  check  of
administrative  records,  staging  for  all
practical  purposes  was  completed  on
this  day  and  there  began  a period  of
waiting  for  a ship  and  a convoy.  The
supply  section  was  kept  busy  during
this  time  making  up as many  cloth-

ing  and  equipment
hortages  as possible

embarkation
this  was  success-

accomplished.

first  alerting
Squadron
n 8 February
e expected
g date  to be
n the 10th

2th.  However,
hipment  alert
can*celed  on

- for  reasons
known  by

Squadron.  This
a delay  of  a
r more  and

tH  g;s;Hs;;re

Two  'Unidentified  Stow-aways'  were  not listed  on the official
Troop  Train's  Manifes

men  living
Eastern  part
United  States

thus  able  to get
For  almost

all  personnel  it was
the first  such op-
portunity  in over  six
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months  and in many  cases for  more  than a

year. All  leaves  had been canceled  by the
l 6th Bombardment  Wing  shortly  after  the
Squadron  had arrived  at McCook  and in

spite  of  the proclaimed  policy  of  the War
- ')epartment  to give  leaves  and furloughs

) men  in units  about  to ship overseas,

this policy  was not  followed.  Naturally,
the men  had been  disappointed  by this
and morale  dropped  sharply  when  it was

discovered  that  there  would  be no  leaves
at Camp  Patrick  Henry.
The short  passes which  resulted  from  the
shipment  postponement  helped  take away

some  of  the bitterness.

After  all  men  had  returned  from  their
passes  there  was  very  little  to do and
time  hung  heavy.  Daily  details  of  25
to 100  men  were  called  for  kitchen
police  and  other  work  in the area,  but
otherwise  sleeping  and  eating  were  the
principal  occupations.

On  14  February  the  men  were
marched  to the  abandon  ship  practice
area. Here  they  were  required  to get
over  the  side  of  a mock  ship  on a rope
ladder  and  load  into  a lifeboat.  The
practice  was  no doubt  good  for  an
ocean  liner,  but  it  was  the  luck  of  the
Squadron  to draw  a Liberty  Ship,  from
which  abandoning  ship  was simply
a matter  of  jumping  overboard  to the
water  about  six  feet  below  the  deck
line.
')

)hortly  after  the 10th,  the  incoming
mail  stopped  and  the  postal  officer  was
contacted  to determine  why.  It  was
found  that  the  New  York  Post  Office
had  been  notified  to hold  all  mail  after

We 9th, A;cause o::: ::y;enta:t.
days  elapsed  before  the  base  postal
officer  was  notified.  When  queried  he
claimed  to have  called  New  York  and
requested  that  all  mail  be sent  to Camp
Patrick  Henry.  However,  only  a few
letters  reached  the  Squadxron  before
departure  and  that  did  little  to help
morale.

On  19  February  the  Squadron  re-
ceived  its second  shipment  alert  and
on  the  20th  the  pre-embarkation  medi-

csoalnn"neSlp. eTchIe'0snamWeasd%'yVeanll'dOuafflelI'berags
were  taken  to the  ship  for  loading.  The
official  time  of  departure  from  the  post
was  set at 1000,  21 February.  At  1045
the  train,  filled  with  troops,  arrived  at
the  dock  and  the  Unit  prepared  to un-
load.  Then  came  some  of  the saddest
news  of  the  stay  at Camp  Patrick  Hen-
ry. The  ship  had  been  overloaded  with
wheat  at Baltimore  and,  even  though  it
was  known  that  it  was  to cary  troops,
.o effort  had  been  made  to remove

"  some  of  the  load  prior  to arrival  of  the
troops  nor  to determine  the  condition
of  the ship  for  receiving  troops.

The  result  was  a useless  train  ride  with
subsequent  delay  at t}ie  Post.  The  delay
resulted  in other  ships  to be delayed  in
loading  because  this  one  train  was  being
used  to cary  all  personnel  to the  dock.
The  Squadron,  disgruntled  and  unhappy,

The  ship  was  a Liberty,  the  SS
Asa  Gray,  built  by  the  New  Eng-
land  Shipbuilding  Co. at Portland,
Maine  in 1943.  Her  round  bottom
was  soon  found  to be practical  only
for  maximum  storage  space  and  xiot

A great  deal  of the  time  at 'Camp  Patrick  Henry"  was  spent  scaling  and  decend-

ing the  Mock  Ship  training  Center

arived  back  at Camp  Patrick  Henry  at
1445  and  retumed  to its former  quarters.

It  was  assumed  that  the  ship  would  be
reloaded,  but  the  question  remained  as
to whether  it  could  be done  in  time  to
go with  the  convoy  sailing  on  the  23rd.

Fortunately,  the  reloading  was  accom-
plished  and  at 1700,  22 February,  the
second  trip  to the  Port  was  made.  This
time  the  ship  was  ready  and  the  29 offi-
cers and  303 enlisted  men  of  the  Squad-
ron  were  all  aboard  at 1845.

conducive  to comfort.  The  smallest
swell  made  her  roll  like  a cradle  in
the  relatively  calm  waters  off  the
coast  of  Virginia,  and  about  90%  of
the  troops  aboard  were  soon  seasick.

Accompanying  the  781st  on the

tsiho"npsWanerdetIhwreOescmaasullaelroOfr#caenr'sZafor a
total  on  board  of  40 officers  and  449
enlisted  men  in  addition  to the  ship's
crew.

At  2045,  22 February,  the  ship  was
pulled  by  tug  into  the  main  channel

Cont.  on  Pg  8
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-SORTIE

C)UR HQNQR  RQLL

46S=t'

For  outstandjng  performance  of  duty  in armed

conflict  with  the  enemy.  During  the  interisive  aerial

campaign  against  the  Axis  oil and  communications

cerrters,  the  465th  Bombardment  Group  was  ordered

to attack  and  destroy  the  Florisdorf  Oil Refirxery  and

Marsha!!ing  Yards  at Vienna,  Austria.  A successfu

completion  Of thiS imponant.  mission  would  deprive

the  eriemy  of vnally  needed  gas  and  oil supplies  for

her  mechanized  ground  forces  and  her  air  force  at a

most  critical  period  in the  war,  Althougtai  sustained

operations  to targets  deep  in enemy  territory  had

grounded  many  of the  Group's  aircraft,  the  ground

crews  labored  tireless!y  and  efficientlythroughoutthe

night  prior  to the  attack,  to insure  that  their  aircraft

were  in the  best  possible  mechanical  condition  for

the  operation.

On 8 July  1944,  twenty-two  (22) B-24  type  aircraff,

heavily  loaded  wnh maximum  tonnage,  were  airborne

and set course  for their  destinatiori.  Mechanical

difficuhies  forced  eight  (8) of the  bombers  to return

to base thus  seriously  weakening  the defensive

formation,  Undaunted  by  the  seemingly  overwhelrn-

ing odds,  molding  the  remaining  ships  into  a tight

formation,  the  ga))ant  crews  continued  on course.

Approaching  ttie  target,  the  formation  ericountered

an extremely  heavy  anti-aircraft  barrage  which  in-

flicted  severe  damage  on  the  Group  before  it reach-

ed the  objective.  Heedless  of  tire  intense  and  heavy

enemy  fire, disp(aying  superior  coordination,  and

outstanding  professional  skill,  the  courageous  crews

brought  their  aircraft  ttqrough  for  a highiy  successful

bombing  run, inf1icting  damage  to vitai  enemy  in-

stallations  and  supplies.

Leaving  the objective,  their  formation  was aggres-

sive)y  attacked  by approximately  twenty-five  (25)

enemy  fighters,  In the ensuing  fierce  aerial  battle,

iaintaining  a perfect  formation  to enhance  ttqe

effective  defensive  fire, the gallant  gunners  of the

Group  accounted  far  seven  (7)  enemy  aircratt

destroyed  and  three  (3) damaged,  wnh  their  own

losses  held  to a minimum  of one  (1) bomber.

Later  reconnaissance  revealed  that  the FlOriSdOrt

area  was  rendered  inoperational  at a time  when  the

war  was  approaching  a crhical  stage,  By the out-

standing  gallantry,  airmanship,  and  grim  determina-

tion  ofthe  combat  crews,  together  with  the  outstand-

ing  technical  skill  and  devotion  to duty  ofthe  ground

personnel,  the  465th  Bombardment  Group  has

refected  great  credit  upon  itself  and  the  Armed

Forces  of  the  United  States  of  America.

By command  of Major  Generai  Twining
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The 465th  Bomb Group was honored by the 15th Air Force Association in a recent issue of 'SORTIE', their official publi-
cation.  Our  Group's  first Presidential Citation was reprinted and emblazoned with artwork with a headline reading "OUR
HONOR  ROLL".  The page appeared in 'SORTIE' on page 5 of the September issue of 2003.
This is a reproduction  of the original General Orders Citation as it was received by our Group October 1945.
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of  the James River  and then under  its own
power  steamed  into  Hampton  Roads  to
join  the other  ships and wait  to form  into
convoy.

hoen coofnthveoy23bre! awnittho 1f04rdmes'tnro'hyeeraefIsecrorts
and 70 or more  other  vessels  of  all descrip-
tions  and nationalities.  Course  was set on
the morning  of  24 February  and the next
couple  weeks  were  spent  reading,  taking
sunbaths,  playing  cards, and drilling  for.
attack  alerts.  Two  real alerts  were  expert-
enced  during  the voyage  but no attack  was
made  on the convoy.

On  3 February,  two  days after  the Ground
Echelon  had left  McCook.  the Air  Echelon
flew from  McCook  Air  Base to Lincoln.  Ne-
braska. There, all planes and equipment  were

ney in his diary,  "Took  off  from  Lincoln,
Nebraska  AAB  on the first  leg of  the trip
overseas.  'Temperature  25 degrees  below
zero and everyone  anxious  to be going.  All
the officers  suffering  from  hangovers  due
to big farewe]l  party  in the nurses'  quarters
the previous  night.  All  we did  here for  3
days was draw  new equipment  and get our
new  plane.

"Take-off  accomplished  at 1426  GCT  on
3 engines  due to one still  frozen.  Once  in
the air  everything  settled  into  a comfort-
able routine.  Did  combined  pilotage,  dead
reckoning,  and radio  and results  of  naviga-
tion  were  gratifying.  Hit  all  turning  points
okay  hit  our  destination,  Morrison  Field,
West  Palm  Beach,  Florida  on the nose.
Landed  at 2205 GOT  okay  and the tem-
perature  was a welcome  relief  to what  we

had left.  Will  be here
ys to ar-

ship and check
records  and
for  over

cers'  club
plush,
t personnel

e it made."

the Crews
from  Mor-
d in the

morning  of  15
and from
the flight

aried.  All
ere sched-
y to Wailer

rinidad  and
most  Crews

few  devel-

cident  occurred.

As  Lt. Rodman  recalled;
"The  accident  involved  the plane  and crew
of  2nd -Lt. John  E MacFarlane,  at 1152
hours  (local  time)  on 15 February.  They had -
exhausted their  gasoline supply and the numbe,
four  engine had cut out about one-half  hour
earlier. A tropical  rainstorm  swept the field  just
before they reached it so the landing  had to
be made downwind  on a wet runway  and the
brakes failed  to hold at the end. MacFarlane
tried  to ground loop the plane but it swerved
down into a 20 foot ditch, broke into three
parts, and was completely  destroyed;  fortu-
nately, it did not burn.
Second Lt. Sidney Weiss, T/Sgt. Edwin  Delar-
zelere, and T/Sgt. Thomas Jackson received
injuries.  All  uninjured  Crewmembers  complet-
ed the trip via Air  Transport  Command  and the
three injured  men followed  by the same means

as soon as they had recovered  sufficiently  to
travel.

MostCrews  leftPuerto  Rico  orTrinidad  on
16 February  for  Belem,  Brazil  where  they
remained  for several  days. The next  stop
was either  Portaleza,  Brazil  or Natal,  Brazil
depending  on which  field  the Crew  chose.

At  Puerto  Rico  a good  time  was enjoyed
by everyone and there were  many plans to load
aboard extra "goodies"  for the trip and for sur-

vival  in the ultimate  foreign  environment.  Hank
Willett  was flying  with  Lt. Tipton's  Crew on the
overseas trip and, asAssistant  Operations  Officer,
he laid the law down pretty  clearly  at Puerto Ricc+

that no one would  load extra liquid  refreshments.
There was already enough cargo with  personnel,
baggage, and mail. Everyone  in the Crew under-
stood and agreed, of  course.

However,  at about  the middle  of  the take-
off  run  Hank  noticed  that  Tipton  was really
struggling  with  the controls  so he reached
over  to give  him  a hand. They  managed  to
get airborne  but at the expense  of  the tops

OouftabocOaru!leenOgf!e.almTwIoremeS:gahtWy"n!aI"rpe'daPnidloatns
brought  the ship back  to Waller  Field  and
the Crew  had to stay for  an additional  week
while  repairs  were made to the plane.  The
palm  trees were  left  to repair  themselves.

Al  Rodman  wrote,  "Took  off  from  Wailer
Field  at 0917  GCT  after  a real lousy  break-
fast, crew  eager as hell  to leave  this place.

Figuredon flying,some sun line landfalls but

mlnugchCeaans,iteursdeoirnagd1pOilaortoaugendanhderdeeatodOremckuocnh-,
ground  stations,  too  unreliable.  We followed
the coastline  part  of  the way  and then  cut  in-
land;  hitAmazon  basin  and some extremely
turbulent  cumulus  clouds  at the same time.
Descended  on course  below  clouds  and
buzzed  several  villages.  Amazon  River  was
quite  a sight,  green  vegetation  very  lush.
Contacted  Val  de Caes Field,  Belem,  Brazil
early  and came in on money  Landed  at 1546
GCT  and it was really  hot on the ground.
Various  types of  aircraft  all over  the area.
Navyhas  abigpatrolbasehere.Malariavery
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prevalent  and Atabrine  a must.  Nothing  on
the field  of  much  interest  and combat  crews
not allowed  a pass to town."

Departure from  there was on or about  20
'ebruary  with  the crossing  of  the Atlantic

)cean  made  on this  leg.  All  Crews  made  the
crossing  safely  and landed  at Dakar,  French
West  Africa.  They  left  Dakar  on or about  22
February  for  Marrakech,  French  Morocco
but some were forced  to land at Tindouf,
French  Morocco  because of poor  weather
conditions.

in  the  dead  of  night  on  the  'ultima  thule'
of  all  navigators'  dreams,  an across  the
ocean  hop.  Did  combined  celestial  and
dead  reckoning  with  good  results  until  we
hit  a tropxical  storm  near the equator.  turbu-
lence  was severe along  with  rain,  hail,  and
full  cloud  coverage.  Updrafts  would  cause
plane  to gain  altitude  1000  feet  per minute
at 200 mph  with  the nose down.  Plenty  of
static  electricity  aroundprops,  spinners,  and
pitot  tubes.

"Branch  and Badler  did a fine job at the
controls.  Really  sweatedthis  one out  andjust

Lt's  Branch,  Rodman  and  Braley  at Marrakech

Lt.  Rodman's  diary  reads,  "Took  off
from  Belem  at 1031  GCT  on the short-

ecOstalSetgalolfththeeWeanytirSeO tarlifIFdlledwl,altohnegWthaye
of  navigation  was pilotage.  Cumulus
clouds  very  thick  and  restricted  visibil-
ity  quite  a bit.  Scenery  was  wonderful
and  everyone  was  trying  to look  every-
where  at once.  Skirted  large  towns  like
Paramairabo  and Georgetown  because
they  are allergic  to planes  flying  over
their  harbors.

"Hit  Adjacento  Field  at Fbrteleza,
Brazil  on the money,  landed  at 1450
GCT  and  Branch  greased  'er  in. Swell
layout  and  we  tried  to layover  as long  as
permissible.  Badler  tried  the  old  gag  of
having  the  GI's  but  it  didn't  work,  guess
they  wanted  us out  of  there.  We  slept  in
tents  and  the  weather  was  perfect,  warm
days  and  cool  evenings.  Officers'  club
t-eatured  real  American  liquor  and  good

 Brazilian  beer.

"Took  off  from  Ferteleza  at 0238  GCT

before  daybreak  the storm  abated.  Fixed  our
position  celestially  and we were  40 miles
right  of  course.  Altered  course  slightly  and
awaited  daybreak.  Gave  Branch  an ETA  for
the coastline  but  Badler  screwed  it up when
he mixed  a radio  call  sign inAfrica  with  one
in Brazil.  As it was we were  6 minutes  late
on the ETA  but  on course,  a damn  fair  piece
of  navigation  if  I do say so myself.

"Landed  at 1334  GOT  at Eknes  Field  in
Dakar,  Senegal,  French  West  Africa,  a curi-
ous place.  Saw the Irench  Foreign  Legion  at
their  retreat  ceremony.  Destroyed  my  story-
book  illusions.  Baracks  here were  flimsily
built  and malaria  control  the top subject.
Food  was skimpy  and poor."

Rodman's  diary  continues,  "Took  off  from
Dakar  at0626  GOT  and proceededon  course
over  a portion  of  the Sahara  Desert.  Just an
immense  wasteland  with  no sign of life.
Did  pilotage  and dead reckoning,  checked
weather  ahead by radio  and got the okay  to
go through  a mountain  pass near destina-
tion.  Started  into  pass okay  but came out
on the other  side of  the mountain  range  off

course,  can't  for  the life  of  me figure  where
I fouled  up.

"Landed  atMarrakech  Field  in Marrakech,
French  Morocco  at l347  GOT,  our  first
contact  with  Arabs  and  their  customs.
Got  pretty  high  on  French  wine  the  first
night,  ran all  over  town  taking  in the
strange  sights  and  clothes.  Quartered  in
tents  again  and  the nights  were  colder
than  a nun's  lips.  Saw  the Caid's  pal-
ace and  grounds,  very  elaborate.  We
were  near  an old  French  fort  and  the
detachment  of  their  troops  there  were
colorful.
"There  was  a flock  of  B-26's  on  field
headed  for  England.  Heard  later  that
a lot  of  them  were  clobbered  off  the
French  coast  on the  way  up.
"We  opened  our  sealed  orders  here
and  found  out  we  were  headed  for  a
field  near  Tunis.  Braley.  I had  quite  a
time  one  evening  running  around  the
rooftops  of  the  native  quarter.  How  we
escaped  being  knifed  will  always  be a
mystery

Bad  weather  covered  the  entire  area
for  about  nine  days  before  takeoffs
were  permitted  for  the  last  stop  in
Africa  - Oudna  Field  Number  Two,  20
miles  south  of  Tunis,  in  Tunisia."

And  Lt.  Rodman  described  the  last
leg,  "Took  off  from  Marrakech  at 0843
GOT  on course  to our  last  stop  before
the  combat  zone.  Trip  was  along  the
northern  coast  of  Africa  most  of  the
way.  Skirted  all  the  big  coastal  towns
to avoid  having  our  own  AA  batteries
shooting  at us.

2arWeah1zeent'heOifmWmaeIenrsiItryafofifcthanisdwba7.an
Saw  lots  of  bombed  cities  en route  and
it  looked  as though  a thorough  job  was
done.  Bizerte,  Algiers,  and  Tunis  in
particular.

"Landed  at 1503  GOT  at Oudna
Field  Number  Two  near  Tunis,  Tuni-
sia. Will  stay  here  until  combat  base  in
Italy  is prepared  for  us. Again  in  tents
and  some  damn  beat  up ones  at that.
0 rations  the  only  chow  except  when
you  can  barter  some  fresh  'yard'  eggs
and  small  oranges  from  the  Arabs-  and
they're  plenty  shrewd  when  it  comes
to haggling.  They  can  also  steal  the
shirt  off  your  back  while  you're  look-
lng.

Formation  missions  were  as regular
as the  weather  would  permit.  We  lost
two  entire  crews  in  a midair  collision
during  one.  Got  into  Tunis  plenty  of
times  and  got  barreled  up on a couple
of  occasions.  No  decent  liquor  or  beer,
drank  champagne  that  was  more  like
vinegar.  ....
to be continued  in  future  NewsLetters
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South Dakota's Bla%!:','!?l,p%::ffl'x,.x":!,..=!!,gAm. 8or Mount Rushmore,
These 60-foot  high  faces, 500 feet up,
look  out over  a setting  of  pine, spruce,
birch,  and aspen in the clear  western

faairc.eTshOisfefpOuicrsecxual?tetudrAe mfeeartulcraens tphreesi-
dents: George  Washington,  Thomas
Jefferson,  Theodore  Roosevelt,  and
Abraham  Lincoln.

The four  figures  carved  in stone on
Mount  Rushmore  represent  the first
150 years ofAmerican  history.  The
birth  of  our nation  was guided  by the
vision  and courage  of  George  Wash-
ington.  Thomas  Jefferson  always  had
dreams of  something  bigger,  first  in the
words  of  the Declaration  of  Indepen-
dence and later  in the expansion  of  our
nation  through  the Louisiana  Purchase.
Preservation  of  the union  was para-
mount  to Abraham  Lincoln  but a nation
where  all men were  free and equal was
destined  to be. At  the turn  of  the Twen-
tieth  Century  Theodore  Roosevelt  saw
that in our nation  was the possibility
for  greatness. Our  nation  was changing

fTrhoeml.daerualrsaOlfre!eusbelipcrteosl.adewnotsrlldalpdoawer.
foundation  for  our nation  as solid  as
the rock  from  which  their  figures  are
carved.

Sculptor Gutzon  Borglum  began drill-  Each man possessed great skills  and

ing into  the 5,725-foot  mountain  in  leadership  of  the brand  our nation  '  -

1927- Creation Of (ne Shrine of Democ- needed for  the times.  Today  millions  of

raCY [00k 14 YeaXS and COSt a mere visitors  come to see Mount  Rushmore

$1 million, though it's now deemed and gain  inspiration  from  these four

priceless greatmen

ATTENTION:..
BIG FENCE..BIG  FENCE..BIG  FENCE..OVER!...HELP..HELP..HELP!

ATTENTION  !

LAWYERS IN THE 781ST BOMB SQUADRON ASSOCIATION
(PARTICULARLY  IF YOU WORK IN CALIFORNIA)

The organization  needs your  help!  Mr.  John E. Fahrer,  a member,  who folded  his  wings  on
December 5,  20G!)3 left  a bequest  to the 781st  Bomb Squadron  Association  in  his  Living  Trust.
This  bequest  was in the 6th amendment to the trust,  dated  August  22,  2eOl.  For  some reason,
the court  appointed  a Trustee  to oversee  the Living  Trust  late  in Mr.  Fahrer's  life.  This
trustee  is choosing  to reject  the 6th amendment, thereby  removing  the 781st  from the will.
The Board of Directors  of our.Organization  ha decided  to investigate  the  reasoning  behind
this  decision,  and , if  feasible,  contest  it.  Additional  details  are avail-able-from-3ohn  a

Ogden.  If  you can/will  assist  with  this  problem,  please  contact  him.  Please  follow  up ASAP
Thanks.

John W. Ogden,  President
781st  Bomb Squadron  Association
3728 Evergreen  Drive
Dickinson,  TX 77539
E-mail  johnoco@hal-pc.org
Phone:  (281)  337-3494
FAX: (281)  337-3494
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'larcel  Snyder  reports  that  Dr.
. homas  L Williams  died  in
September  of  2002

Seth  H. Hawkins  passed  away
September  10,  2003

John  E. Fahrer  died
5 December,  2003.

Angelo  Carriere  passed  away
February  5, 2003.
Reported  by Dale  Keiser

Ourthoughts
and  prayers

are with  all  our

fallen  comrades

who  have  found

everlasting  peace

You  have  served

your  country  well

We  will  remember

you  forever.

:{,It saddens  me deeply  to report  to the membership  of  the organiza-

lad! tion, that Harry  Carl, one of the hardest working  and most dedi-
:=. cated  members  of  our  association,  has succumbed  to Altzheimers

.jo;Disease. Harry  has severe  problems  with  vertigo  and  cannot  move

:.f about  unassisted.  His  condition  deteriorated  rapidly  and  he is now
:".,in need  of  institutional  care.  His  cogent  moments  are few  and  far

"';between.  Donna  does  not  believe  that  he would  be able  to read  or

<'.(. understand  messages that he might  receive, never the less we can
=,':aall keep  both  Donna  and  Harry  in our  thoughts  and  prayers  as they

',:proceed  through  this  difficult  experience.

':Ut is also time again for those of you who make your dues in an-
='i(J'nual payments to send in your annual payment. Look at the address
:;;f;label On this  issue.  If  the date  is January  1, 2004,  a payment  is due.

(,;'A number  of you have prepaid  for future  years. This reminder
:;)does not  apply  to you.  Send  your  checks  to the 781st  Bomb  Squad-

J,'§ron Association,  3728 Evergreen  Drive,  Dickinson,  Texas, 77539

:iA'o7Corne On Guys! Lets show that we are proud of our organization

;.<;§ and proud  of the work  that we did both as individuals  and as an
,2'.,'organization during W.W.II and during the time since.
,jtWe  are the 781st  Bomb  Squadron  Association!

';!2':Respectfully,

'Uohn  W.  Ogden,  President

-RESERVE  THESE  DATES-

Tentative  Reunion  Agenda

781st  Bomb  Squadron  Reunion

act.  3-7,  2004

Hotel  Alex  Johnson,  Downtown  Rapid  City.  SD

Monday  act.  4th.- Business meeting at I :OO P.M.
4:00 PM to 9:00 PM- Deadwood Tour

Tuesday  - act.  5th. -Mt. Rushmore/Crazy  Horse Monument  Tour

Wednesday  - act.  6th.  9 AM - 4 PM. Ellsworth  AFB  tour

11 :OO AM -Officer  Club  lunch

12 :30 -Unit  mission  briefing  at the Dakota  Club  prior

to proceeding  to the flight  line  for  tour  of B1 Bomber

and  weapons  demonstration.

1 :30 Canine  police  unit.

2 :30 PM Memorial  Service.
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Airmen  of the

ASSOCIATION
3728  Evergreen  Drive

dinson.  TX  77539-6108
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This  2 Week

Hampton  R6ads,  VA
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Return  Service  Requested


