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HISTORY  BOOK  GOING  TO PRESS
YOUR LAST CHANCE TO PLACE A FiRM ORDER

Inourlastnewsletterwefeatumdiereunion

on the first  thirteen  pages  with  an article  on

thehistorybookonthelastpage.  Asaresult

wedidnotgettheresponsewehadexpected.

Framy,  we are a bit  disappointed  with  the

orderstodate.  Forthoseofyouwhoattended

the reunion,  orders  are nearly  100%.  We

evidently  have  not  explained  die  book  ade-

quatelytod'iosenotattending.  Wewilltryto

do that  at this  time.
First,  let us explain  the necessity  of

having,all  orders  in at this time.  Printing

costs are mainly  in the set-up.  It is not
practical  to have more  than
one piting  on this  book  as

!encowstewhoaulved beto ptooay high,
uponreceiptofthebooks.  We

have  to make  a judgement  on

how  many  to order.  We  have

made a commitment  which

wefeelistoolow,butwehave

noalternativewithdiepresent

number  of  orders.  Printing

has been delayed  two  weeks,
therefore,  wecanincreasethe

order  if  you  get your  order  in

immediately  after  receiving

your  newsletter.

Now  for  the  good  news  -

what  the history  book  is all

about. ThreeyearsagoHaz
Carl was located  and very
shortly  after  that  he volunteered  to do die

historybook.  Harryhadplanstodothisafter

WWII,  but  school,  familyandbusiness  took

precedentas  itdid  with  all  of  us atthat  time.

He had the valuable  list  of  names,  photos,

and personal  knowledge  by  being  widi  the

squadron  from  the very  start until  it was

deactivated  in  July  1945.

Now,threeyearslater,afterhundredsof

'iours  of  work  probably  the most  complete

)story  book  of  any squadron  or group  is

ready  for  the  pnnters.  The  book  will  be 8 l/
2 x 11 with  atleast  160  glossy  pages  to give

the best  possible  reproduction  of  the  photo-

graphs  which  will  make  upover25%  of  the

publications.  It will  have an imitation

Ieatherhardcoverwith  the Squadron  insig-

niaandthenameembossedin  gold,suitable

for  coffee-table  display.

It  details  the  formation  mid  training  of

dieSquadron  from  Davis-MonthanAAB  at

Tucson,  Arizona  through  Orlando,  Florida,

Camp  Kemns,  Utah,  and McCook,  Ne-

braskaandthemovementoverseas  through
North  Africa  to Pantanella  AAJ3,  Italy.  It

covers  day  by day  every  mission  flown  by

die Squadron  and die Group  and  includes

the names  of  the 781st  Squadron  pilots  on

each mission,  results  achieved,  enemy  op-
position  encountered,  Squadron  casualties

suffered.  It includes  a monthly  listing  of
everyone  who  wasawardeda  medal  during

that month  as well  as credits  earned  by

gunners  against  enemy  aircrafL

Therearepictures  o[every  aircrew  but

one,  (R.  C. Jones)  eachphotocoveringone-

half  page  and with  complete  identification
of  the crew  members,  including  the few

missing  from  some  pictures.

TherearealsophotosofdieAmiament,

Communications,,Engine4ing,  and Ord-

nance  Sections  plus  pictures  of  individuals

fromallthe6therunitsoftheSquadron.  Plus

many,  manyphotographs  of  aircraft-  andof

people,  in  various  activities.

It  has a summary  tabulation  of  the sta-

tistics  of  the  Squadron  andincludes  aroster

of every  man who sened  in the 781st

BombardmentSquadron.  Last,butnotleast,

it  shows  in  detail  just  where  Pantanella  was

locatedandwhatitwaslike-fromtheairand
on the gmund.

HargCarlhas  spared  no effortto  make
thisHistoryofyouSquadronabookthatyou

will  bepmud  to own  and  show

to your  friends  and  pass on to

your  children  and grandchil-

dren.

REUNION'90-Inasurveyof

the board  of  directors  all but

one  chose  Boston  as their  first

choice  for  the site  of  the reun-

ion  for  1990.  There  were  two

reasonsfordoingso.  Firstthe

majorityof  those  attendingthe

last  reunion  voted  for  the east

coast.  Second,  we will  have

use of  the B-24  for  a day to

photo,  climb  through  at our

leisure,andsomewillhavethe

opportunity  to fly.

We  are negotiating  with

hotels  on the western  edge of

Boston,  near  Hanscom  Field,  where  the B-

24 will  be stationedat  thattime.  Since  Sep-

temberratesare30%higherthan  Augustwe

are negotiating  for  a late  August  date.

The Boston  area is a great  area for

touring.  Boston  itself  has many  attractions,

then there  is the Cape,  the coast  north,  and

the forest  area of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,

and  Vermont.

Wehope  tohave  a firm  decision  by  the

next  newsletter  in Apffl.  In the meantime,

keep late August  1990  open for  reunion
time.



THE  78ST  IS BATTING

ONE  THOUSAND!!!
Over  one thousand  of  the men  that  served  in

the781stBomb  Squadronhavebeenlocated.

Our  original  roster  showed  exactly  1100

men, This  was  compiled  by  Harry  Carl,  our

Historian.  There  was no complete  list  of  all

whoserved.  Ithadtobegatheredfromorders

assigning  men  to the squadron.  Since  there

were  no files  toproduce  theseorders  wehad

to continually  check  over  those available

from  thearchivesandfrom  individuals  inthe

squadron.  Sincethreeyearsago,whenHarry

Carl's  list  was prepared,  we have found

ordersforothermenwho  servedinthe  781st.

Forthepuseofdefinition  ourassociation

is formedby  an men  who  servedin  the 781st

dumg  WWII,  andthosenamescompriseour

list.

Harry  Carl's  number  now  is 1185  total

menwhoservedinoursquadron.  Therewere

a few  men who  served  a very  short  time,  or

were tnnsferred  to other  squadrons,  and

served  most  of  their  time  there  and do not

desiretobelistedwith  oursquadronassocia-

tion.

AsofJanuary  1, 1989weshow622that

have  been  located  and  are among  the living,

and 382 have  been  either  located  and died

since  orwe  foundoutfrom  family  members,

orothersources,thattheyaredeceased.  That

totals  1004  ! !

That  leaves 181 not  located.  We  are

continually  finding  newways  to locatealost

comrade.  Allweneedisaclueandyouwill

have to furnish  these clues to our search

chairman,WaltLongacre,  andhewill  geton
the trail.

NOW  HE,RE  ARE  SOME  NEW

MEMBERS

Selmer  E.  Hansen,RT#l,Box  38A,Down-
ing,  WI54734.

Robert  F. Armstrong,  5448 Springwood

Blvd,  Pinellas  Park,  F134666.  Phone  813
546-0698.

Merrill  Putnam,  3422  9th W,  Seattle,  WA

98119,  Phone  206  283-3286

George  H.  Larson,  2387  S. Ogden,  Denver,

CO  80200,  Phone  303 744-2049.

Conrad  Marvel,  5357 Zion  Place,  Tulsa,
OK  74105.

Orren  J. Lee,  2312  Braemer  Dr., Sioux
Falls,  SD 57262.  Phone  605 339 1297.

Lewis  L.  Coghill,  3143  Kimball,  Chicago,
n,  60618.  Phone  312  267-2092.

Leon  C. Guy,  307  Carolyn  Dr.,  Benson,  NC
27504.  Phone  919 894-8277.

Roland  Frampton  Green,  1446  Westmin-

sterAve.,SaltLakeCity,UT84105.  Phone
801 466-6633.

Rich  J.  Linden,  1833  North  Myrtle,
Elmhurst,  n., 60126.  Phone  312 279-5451.

Watt  A.  Sperry,  10228  Airwood  st.,  New

Orleans,  LA  70127.  Phone  504 241-8040.

Phil  Kirby,  3102  Echo  Hills  Dr.,  Lewiston,
ID  83501.

Kennard  R. Wiggins,  5280 0ld  French

Road,  Shingles  Springs,  CA  95682.  Phone
916677-7371.

Harold  Baughman,  54 Roselle  Ave.,  El

Cajon,  CA  92021.  Phone  619  442  2486.

Albert  Lanzoni,  18 Aniata  Way,  Trenton,
NJ 08610.

John  T. Benson,  180  0live  Dr.,  Traveres,
FL  32778,  Phone  904 343-1336.

Harold  F. Achenbach,  2449  S. Colorado

Blvd  #114,  Denver  CO 80222.

Thomas  G. Arthur,  2029  Century  Park  E.

#1430,  Phone  213 556-0223.

Vincent  T. Boyle,  4580  Jettridge  Dr.,  At-
lanta,  GA  30327.

Albert  B.  Copeland,  270E.  Sandra,  Tulare,
CA93274.

George  M.  Herman,4739  WLeonesio  Dr.,

Sun Valley,  NV  89433.

John  C. Richardson,  Jr.,  203 Hunter  Dr.,
Ocean  Springs,  MS 39564.

Burton  Sanders,  8355 Whiteegret  Way,

Like  Wordi,  FL  33467.

Jack  W.  Smith,  815 40th  st.,  Odgen,  UT
84403.  Phone  801 392-7694.

William  T. Swisher,  1912  Westwind  St.,

SantaAna,CA92704.  Phone714754-7304.
RonaldE.Hill,298  140thAve.,Carlisle,IA
50047.

HERE  IS HOW  THEY  WERE  FOUND

The explaination  may  appear  simple  like  a

letter  to the  Postmaster.  This  only  gives  the

contactthatfoundtheman.  Therecouldhave
been  numberous  letters  and  phone  calls  be-
fore  to other  contacts  without  success.

Selmer E. Hansen  (Zalk/Gunner)  is the  last
man  to be located  on the Zalk  crew.  Walt

Longacre  sent  a letter  to the Postmaster  and
got  the reply.

RobertF.Armstrong  (Medics)waslocated

after  Walt  contacted  the Flint,  Michigan

PoliceDept.  Thepolicecontactedthecounty

where  Robert  had been employed.  They

turned  it over  to the retirement  office  and

theyin  turn  sentWalt's  lettertoArmstrong's
address  in  Florida.

Merrill  Putnam  (Ground  Echelon)  served

at McCook  and  was located  by  Walt.

George  Larson  (Radar  Mechanic)  was

another  located  by Walt.  George  moved

from  the address  Walt  had on him  and he
couldn'tgetaphonenumberonhim.  Alittle
extra  work  and  we got  him  straightened  out.
Conrad  Marvel  was located  by  Walt.

Orren  Lee (Radio  Operator  on Beckt

crew)  was  located  by  Wait  through  the  post-

masterMarianKensinger.  Sheattendedhigh
schoolwithLeeandcalledanotherclassmate
to get  the address.

Lewis  Coghill  (Engineering)  was located

for  Walt  by the Kirksville,  Missouri  Police
Department.

Leon C. Guy's address (Engineer/J.  T.
Smith)was  sentin  by  his stepdaughterasthe

resultofaletterbyWaltLongacre.  Leonwas

very  pleased  to have  been  foundand  is inter-
ested  in the next  reunion.

Rich  Linden  (Ban gunner/Hudson)  was
located  by the police  department  after  re-

ceivingaletterfromWaltLongacre.  Richis

the last  member  of  the Hudson  crew  to be
located.

Roland  Frampton  Green  (Engineering)

was  anotherone  thatwas  located  by  the Salt

Lake  City  Police  Department  in  response  to
a letter  from  Wait.

Watts  A. Sperry  (Radar  Mechanic)  was

located  by your  editor.  In a stop in New

Orleans  on my  way  to see the B-24  restora-

tion  inFloridaIcheckedthephonebook,but

noWattsSperrywaslisted.  Afterfivephone
calls  for  other  Sperrys  listed  I got Wa'

brother.  He informed  me Watts  had
unlisted  number.

Phil  Kirby  was also located  by Walt  Lon-
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gacre by writing  a letter  to the Spalding

Police  Department  (Utah).  Since  they  have

no police  department  the  Postmasterreplied

with  Phil  Kirby's  address.

Kennard  Wiggins  (Ball  Gunner/O'Brien)

was located  by Harg  Carl. It  was a phone

alltoaWigginsnearbywhoinformedHarg
that  Kennard  was his brother  and lived  in

California,

John  T.  Benson  (Hurd/Navigator)  was on

Wait's  list  for  awhile.  He  had  word  he was

inFloridaandonarecentvacationthereWalt

was going  through  the phone  books  in the

retirement  meas  and  Bingo  - he found  John

Benson  listed.

Harold  Baughman  (Radar  Mechanic)

Albert  Lanzoni  (Intelligence)

Harold  F. Achenbach  (O'Brien/Bombar-

dier)  just  took  a correction  in  an address  we

had.  On a recent  trip  to Denver  I got  the

addresscorrected.  TheO'Briencrewisnow

all  accounted  for.

Thomas  G. Arthur  (Athon/Navigator).  A
special  effort.  was put on the search for

Thomas  Arthur  since  he was the mtist  that

designed  our squadmn  insignia  and did

manyofthepaintingsonthemesshallwalls,

etc. Henry  Willetts  spent  time  on his  search

as did  many  others.  Recently  I came  across

an address  that  I thought  may  be a lead. I

could  not  get a Thomas  Arthur  there,  then,

with  themostcooperativephone  servicediat

I have had I got  the Arthur  Food  Service

"iumber.  I had  a hunch  on this  name  since  I

,new Arthur's  family  had  been  in  a related

business.  It turned  out to be Thomas

Arthur's  o[[ice.

Albert B. Copeland  (Tannenbaum/Nose

Gunner)wasre-located.  Wehadanaddress

earlier,  ttien  he moved  andit  has been  some

time,  but  we have  prevailed.

Jack  Smith(Gaines/I'op Gunner)  was lo-

cated by the Fullerton,  California  police

department  for  Walt.

William  Swisher  (Engineering)  was an-

other  one located  by the police  department

for  Walt.

R.oHaslOdmEe,,mHeij0(rA#Wn/Rttoa!nTh.o#e\oorsy
Angeles  Poliz  did  a search  and  found  that

his  address  was  now  a school  andcould  not

findRonHill.  Thenitwasbacktothephone

boms  and  back  to Iowa  that  Walt  remem-

begdhecamefrom.  TheretheDesMoines

Police  searched  the surmunding  area and

came  up widi  the addgss.  And  this  com-

pletes  the  segch  foc die  Athon  mw.

Ifyouknowanyofthesemen  givediem

a call,  They  have  missed  our  reunions,  but

would  like  to hear  from  you.

'Ve  havereceivedmanyrepliesfrorn  inquir-

.es for  our  lost  comrades.  Many  are  just  a

short  note mid often  on the bottom  of  die

letterornotethatissent.  Somearecomplete

letters  and often  very  interesting.  Here  are

two  recent  ones Wait  Longacre  received;

From  the Division  of  Police  in Zanesville,

Ohio,  "We  received  your  letter  dated  Octo-

ber5,  1988inreferencetolocatingoneEdgar

Nouil  and  did  attempt  to do so. However,  I

am sorry  to say that  we have  been  unable  to

locate  any  Mr.  Nouil  in this  area.

We  have contacted  the following  per-

sons and/or  organizations  to assist  us with

this  matter.  They  are:

1. The  V.  F. W.

2. Americmi  Legion

3. Army  Reserve  Center

4. Sailor  and Soldiers  Relief

5. V.A.

6. Police  Records

7. Local  Newspapers

8. Local  Citizens

9. Local  City  and  County  Directories

10, Phone  Books

They went  on to explain  that  they did

findarelativeofEdgarNoelwho  hadserved
iri VVVVII arid  the relative  said  he had  died  a

coupleofyearsago. Wefee(thatourspelling
was off  and that this was the mart we were
looking for.

AnodierletterfromdieDepartmentofPolice

inNewHaven,Connecticut  JosephR.Polio

writes,  "I  have researched  your  request.

Unfortunately,  the  onlyJohnE.  Smith  in  die

areawidithatappmximateageisaFireChief

widiourlocalFireDepartment.  Iquestioned

him  on his  knowledge  of  any  other  with  his

name.  He was unable  to assist  me. Vital

Statistics,  Regisffar,  and police  computer

ffles  fail  to list  yourJohn  E. Smidi.

The  neighborhood  he came  from  has

changedsignificantly;  Itismy  guess  thathe

has left  the area.

Isaluteyouonyourreunionofthe465di

Bomb  Group.  The  brave  men  mid  women

that  served  during  t's  War  will  long  be

remembered  by those  of  us old  enough  to

recallitsimpact.  Itismytmpethatthestudy

ofhistorybytoday'syoudi,  will  give  diem  a

gmterunderstandingof  thesacrificesmade

fortheirwellbeingmndteach  diem  kvalue

of  patriotism."
So, you  can see we do get  some  help.

However,  have we, die located  members,

doneallwecantolocateourlostcomrades??

Lookoverthatnotlocatedlistverycarefully.

If  you know  any of  diese  men and know

anythingatallaboutdiempleaseletusknow.

Check  the phone  books  in your  gea.  Our

WWIIaddressmaygiveyouacluewhatstate

heisin.  Don'texpectthemtostillbeinthe

samecity.  Andyoumeninretmmentareas

checkoverallthenamesinyourarea.  Many

have  moved  to retirement  in the southern

areas of  the U. S.

FOLDED  WINGS

Sam  LaRue,  Jr.  (Radar  Mechanic).

RussellJ.Gazda's  (Engineering)  death  was

reportedbythePoliceChiefinTarentumand

noted  that  Russell  passed  away  in 1971  in

Brie,  Pennsylvania.

LonnieKnutsondiedNov.  15,1984oflung

cancer.  Report  from  his  widow.

Charley  Vincent  Crowell  (Radar  Naviga-

tor)  died  Feb  7, 1968.

AlexanderLesinski  (RadarMechanic)  died

3/10/74,
Albert  Quattoochio,  (Becker  Ba}l  Gunner)

died  I l/4174.

Noah  W.  Shuman,  Jr.  (Engineemg).
Henry  W. Daniel  (Cook)  died  8/19/86.

Emory  E. Haga  died  act.  20, 1988  from

emphysema.  Reported  in a letter  from  his

widow.

Fred  F. Edwards,  died  in 1955.

ClarenceE.  Gladieus  (Armament)died4/7
86.

George  E. Hewitt  (Pilot)  died  10/12/77.

Bura  W.  Love  (Joyner/Engineer)  died  l

15/86.
Gerard  G. Schafer  (Armament  Officer)

died  11/30/81.
Frederick  P. Wagner  (French  Radio  Op-

erator)  died  8/15/88.

Harold  G. Weber,  died  2/13/66.

Bernard  G. Kocher,  died 11/17/88.  Re-

ported  by  his  widow.

Mostof  theFoldedWings  information  came

as a result  of  our  search  for  diese  men. We

were  informed  by their  families,  or other

sources,  that  tky  had died.

Our  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with

our  fallen  comrades  and  their  families.

STARS  IN THE  WINDOW  - Do you

rememberwhen  yourhome  had  a star  hang-

ing  in the window  to indicate  a son was in

senrice?  Rememberthecolor?  Itwasablue

star. Ifyousawagoldstaritwasforasonthat
had given  his life  for  his county.

Recently  Mrs.  Wilma  Knutson  notified  us

of  the death  of  her husbmid,  Lonnie.  She

notedthatLonniehadfivebrothers,all  inthe

AirForce,andallreturnedhomesafely.  That

home  had six  blue  stars  in the  window.
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(The following  article  is taken from The Postal  Times)

FINDERS  OF LOST  SOULS  LOCATE
ANOTHER  V-MAIL  FAMILY

When  a duffel  bag  full  of 235  World  War

II letters  was  discovered  in Raleigh,  North

Carolina  in 1986,  no one  imagined  where

the  search  for  the  senders  or  their  sur-

vivors  would  lead.

Postal  Service  Media  Relations  Officer

Meg  Harris  in Washington,  o.c. deter-

mined  to locate  as many  of the  senders

as possible.  Beginning  the  search  in

June,  1986,  Harris  succeeded  in tracking

down  all but  three  men  or  their  families  by

May,  5 988.  The  search  had  received  na-

tional  media  attention  (including  an article

in Reader's  Digest)  and  many  postal

employees  had  become  involved.

Because  of the  publicity,  friends  or rela-

tives  of still-living  Gls  who  had  mailed  the

letters  in 1944  often  learned  about  the  let-

ters  before  the  veterans  did.

World  War  If veterans  who  had  written

the  letters  showed  up at post  offices

across  the  country  after  hearing  that  there

was  a "time  capsule"  letter  waiting  for

them.

In California,  eight  V-Mail  letters  were

delivered  prior  to Morris  Johnson's.  The

letters  were  delivered  in Los  Angeles,

Long  Beach,  San  Diego,  Sacramento,

Livermore  and  San  Francisco.

In May,  1988,  Meg  Harris  asked  Jim  Alt-

hoff  of Atherton,  CA,  President  of the

781st  Bomb  Squadron  Association,  to as-

sist  in delivering  the  letter  from  Morris

Johnson.  Althoff  and  other  association

members  had  an excellent  reputation  for

locating  ex-military  men.  His  organization,

for  example,  had  managed  to 1ocate  960

of the  1100  men  formerly  in their

squadron.

The  !etter  Morris  Johnson  had  written  in

1944  was  addressed  to his  wife  at a San

Francisco  address.  Althoff  went  to San

Francisco  and  tried  every  technique  he

could  think  of to find  a clue  to Johnson's

whereabouts,  but  drew  a blank.  Later,  by

examining  records,  he found  that  Johnson

had died  in Fresno  in 1966.  Johnson's

wife,  Roberta,  could  not  be located  in

Fresno.  Althoff  then  followed  the  trail  to

Portland,  Morris  Johnson's  birthplace,  but

the  results  were  still  negative.

Pursuing  his  last  leads,  Althoff  eventual-

ly contacted  the  funeral  parlor  which  had

Jim Althoff with Karen Johnson and a photo of her parents

handled  Johnson's  funeral  in Fresno.

Talking  to an employee  at the  parlor,

Ellan  Miller,  Althoff  hit pay  dirt.  Morris

Johnson's  wife  Roberta  had  been  Miller's

girl  scout  leader.  Unfortunately,  Miller

said,  Roberta  Johnson  had  died  in

1984-but  she  was  able  to supply  the

names  of four  children.

On September  27, 1988,  Morris

Johnson's  daughter  Karan,  of Fresno,

final)y  returned  a call  that  Althoff  had  left

on her  telephone  recorder.  Jim  Althoff

had helped  free  a letter  that  had  been  im-

prisoned  in an envelope  for  44  years.

It was a very satisfying and heart warming
experience. The family was a very close
family and they very much appreciated the
letter.  Karan  Johnson  had  decided  not  to

open  the  letter  until  Thanksgiving  when  all

four of the family would be together. A
number of TV crews recorded it and it was
also  on live  TI7.  The  story  appeared  in

newspapersalloverthe countryfollowedby
thestory aboutthe family opening the letter.
In  every  article  it  gave  credit  to the 781st

Bomb Squadron for  finding the Johnson
family.

During the search some of Wait Lon-
gacres  experiences  came  in handy  and  I

calleduponPierreKennedyforanArchives
reportandBenDonahue  to do some  library

work  to look  up  addresses  inphone  books  in

other  cities.

There sall are letters from two oti
servicemen  - Walt  and  Pierre  Kennedy  a're

spearheading the searchfor these two fami-
lies.  ReportsonthoseinthenextNewsletter.
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MAIL  CALL
REUNION  STORY  by  Bernie  Badler.

Myreasonforwritingistoletyouknowwhat

Idid,thereunion.  Iwastheonlymember

Lfmycrewtomakedielasttworeunions. So,
Idecidedtomakethisthirdreunionanexcuse

for  making  a nice  long  trip  out  of  it. Aside

from  seeing  Rae  Branch  at die first  reunion

the only  od'ier  one  thatIkeptin  touch  widi  is

Al  Rodman,  our  navigator.  We  exchanged

Christmas  cards  all through  the  years.

However,  I did  see Cliff  Flowers,  our  radio

operator  from  Dunsmuir,  California,  about

fifteenyearsago.  So,goingthroughthelistof

memberslocatedIdecidedtovisitasmanyas

I could.

When  I left  San Antonio  I drove  up to

Philadelphia  to stay with  my son and his

family.  He is a professor  of  Computor  Sci-

ence at the University  of  Pennsylvania.  I

didn't  realize  that Joe Ferguson,  our top

gunner,  lives  only  about  twenty  miles  from

him.  SoIcalledJoeandspentaverypleasant

aftgnoon  widi  him.  He is very  close  to

Bernie  Badlerin  1944
retirement  and of  course  looking  forward  to

it. He was married  but  his wife  died  about

nineyears  ago. Thank  goodness  he is in good

health.  I showed  him  the pictures  that  I had

taken  at the reunions.  To say that  he was

grateful  that I came to see him would  be

putting  it mildly.  He said  that  I was the first

one thathehaseverbeenincontactwith  since

he came  back  from  overseas,

From  Philly  I drove  up to Boston  and

stayed  overnight  with  a cousin  I hadn't  seen

since 1945. The  next  day I drove  to Pem-
broke,Massachusetts.  InPembrokeIlocated

Ken  Braley,  our  bombardier.  I couldn't  get

himonthephonesoI  tookachanceandfound

him  reading  a paper  on the back  porch.  He

also  is in good  healdi  even  for  his  74 years. I

went  through  the same routine  with  the pic-

tures,  etc,

From  there  I took  a very  scenic  trip  up

through  Maine  into  New  Bnunswick,  up to

Nova  Scotia  and then  over  to Newfoundland

by Ferry. I wentall  the way  over  to St. Johns

and came back  the same way to Bangor,

Moine.

From  there I drove  dirough  Maine,

New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  and then into

NewYorkstate.  IwenttoBooneville,New

York,  to spend  the  day  with  Ben  "Curley"

Kraeger,ourtailgunner.  Healsois74years

old, and Eke Joe Ferguson  he is also a

widowerforthelasttenyears.  Theyhadno

children.  He retired  as an elementary
school  teacher. This  stop made  the entire

trip  worthwhile  - he was so grateful  that  I

went  all  that  distance  to see him.

From  BoonevilleI  drove  to Cleveland,

Ohio,  and  spenttwo  days  with  my  brother,

who,  incidently,  was  anavigatoron  B-24's

flying  die "Hump"  from India  over  to

China.

Allen  Park, Michigan,  near Detroit,

wasmynextstop.  ThereIspentthedayand

stayed overnight  with  Al Rodman,  our

navigator.  He and I were  always  room-

mates  when  we were  at a base where  he

couldnotbringhiswife.  HeandLeearestill

married  and are still  living  in the same

house  that  they  lived  in  when  he was  in the

service.  Aswewerelookingateachothers

pictures  he brought  up something  that
nearly  floored  me. Even  diough  we  were

roommatesIneverknewttiathekeptadiary

fmm  the time  that  we left  Lincoln,  Ne-

bmska,forstagingforoverseas.  Thisdimy

brought  back  so many  memories.  Even

"g":#th,t"e::nthfle\lWla'l€ -11"'a'::g'oa"tO"'r,'o0;
when  I could  not  fly  because  of  a cold  or

something,  it was a very  good  record  of

whatourcrewdid.  Asamatterofrecordour

gew,  Rae Branch's,  did  not  have  any  inju-

ries  orhaveanybody  wounded  in  ourentire

time  in combat.  We all completed  our

missions.  I made  eight  copies  of  the diary

for  all  die crew  members  and  sent one to

Harry  Carl.

My  final  stop  on the trip  was Denver,

Colorado.  IwantedtoseeRaeBranch,but

whenIcalledhimhesaidthattheywerejust

on theirway  outtogotoElPaso,Texas,  for

a wedding.

I drove  close  to 11,000  miles  an by

myself,  butitwas  well  worth  it  to see these

guys  after  all  these  years.

BerriieBadler,  was  co-piloton  theRae

Branchcrew. TheBranchcrewwaspartof
the original  squadrori  atMcCook.

STAN  WINKOWSKI  wrote  a short  letter

tosayhealsohadtakenamotortripafterthe

reunion.  He had  arrived  home  just  before
Thanksgiving  after  9458  miles!  Stan  and

Alice's  trip  took  them to New  Orleans,

Florida,Washington,D.  C.,New  York,and

back  to California.

LEON  C. GUY  checked  in with  his  ques-
tionnaire,  copies  of  order,  etc. to fill  in his

timeatPanatanllaasaflightengineeron  the

J. T. Smith  crew.  There  are three  more  on

thiscrewnotlocatedasyet.  Maybewecan

get some leads on them from  some old
memories  from  Guy.

WALT  & CONNIE  CLAUSEN  sent in

theirFloridaaddressforthewinter.  Theyare

going  to enjoy  some of  that  great  Florida
sunshine

BRUCE  MILLER  sent a copy of his

Ctmas  greetings  that  he sent to the men
in the  armament  section.

HARRYREUSS  - Har7writesaboutsome
of  the rewards  of  gomg  to the reunion  -

Meeting  Nita  & Ed Reuss,  Wanda  Dan-
nelley  of  the 780th,  visiting  Kelley  and

Lackland(hereceivedhisdischargeatLack-

land),  enjoying  the shopping  mall,  buggy

ride,  etc. Hmry  headed  out  in advance  of

Gilbert,  wentto  theEXPOWconvention  in

LasVegasandreturnedtoIndianapolis5765
miles  later.

LEWI.S  L. COGH[LL  of Engineering
Sent ln the following  letter.  "I was
overseas  w h e n the  war  stgted  and in

LewisCoghillbyhistentatPantanella.  It

looks  like  a piece  of  steel  mat  made  a

nice  walkway  to his  tent.

1943I  returnedtothegoodoldU.S.A.and

wgs sent to Dovis  Monthan  AirBase.  After

a shorttime  the  chicken  stuff  on a state  side

base got  too much.  When  Lt. David  Orr

offeredmeachanceto  joinacadrewithhim

I jumped  at the chance.

Wemoved  from  Davis  Monthan  to Salt

Lake  City  to receive  a refresher  in basic

tmning.  After  this  we  moved  to McCook,

Nebraskawherethe  781stwasbroughtupto

strength.  Training  missions  were  flown  in
B-24suntilthetimecameforustobemoved

to Europe.  The  Engineemg  and Admini-

stration  sections  were  sent  to Bizerte,  Tuni-

sia. AfterashorttimeweweresenttoItaly

viathe  stmghts  of  Messina,  between  Sicily

and Italy,  to die Port  of  Naples.  We  then
boarded  the box  cars,  operated  by  the Brit-

ish,forourtriptoCmiosa.  Theonethingthat
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I remember  about  this trip  is the tea stop.
That  afternoon  they  stopped  the train,  got

off,  built  fires,  and had tea and then pro-
ceeded  on.

From  Canosait  was  a short  trip  to Pan-

tanena.  That  night  we  slept  in tents  pitched

on the side  of  the hill  in one hell  ofa  hutry
because  it was raining.  The  next  day we

startedtomakeahomeforthe781st.  Forthe

WE WERE KEPT BUSY LAY-

ING TWO RUNWAYS, EACH

6000 FEET LONG
next  couple  of  months  we were  kept  busy

improving  the area  and laying  the two  nin-

ways,  each 6000  feet  long.  We  helped  lay

the  mat,  prepare  the bed,  and  get  in the way

oftheCorpofEngineers.  Whentheaircraft
arrived  our  assault  on Germany  began.

I was a member  of die engineering

section  which  maintained  the aircraft.  My

mostimporLantcontributiontooursquadron

was making  stoves for  the huts and tents

from  55 gallon  dnums  and  prop  wrenches.

Stupidkidsthatwewere,itneveroccurredto
usthatwecouldhavetakenatriptothemoon

ifoneofthebmrelsblewup.  Bythegraceof

God  no one  was  killed,

One thing  I remember  some what

vaguely  are the British  motor  bikes  and
German  jeeps  used by  the group  for  trans-
portation  to and from  the hill  to the flight

line.  And,waitinginthemomingforth6two

red  flares  for  calling  off  the mission,

As  thewarinEuropewasdrawingtoan

end  I was returned  to the states on rotation

points.  Afterashortleavetovisitmyfamily

I was sent  to a rest  camp  in Miami,  Florida.

I remained  there  for  six weeks  for  rest  and

recovery  and reevaluation.  I was sent to

Dalhart,  Texas  for training  on  B-29s.

However,  VJ  daycame  and  unless  Ire-uped

training  was at an end. Since  I didn't  re-up

I was sent  to the  Repo  Depot  in Dalhart  to
deactivate  aircraft.  They  had so many

feather  merchants  diere that we became

excess baggage.  So, we reported  to work

each day, sat on our duffs,  drank  lots of

co['fee,  and exchanged  lies.

I was then  sent  toJefferson  barracks  on
.beptember  5th and made  a civilian  on the

7th. Iretunnedtocollegeandcompletedmy

workforaB.S.degreeineducation.  Itaught

school  until  I was recalled  for  the Korean

conflict.

I was  sent  to Hickman  Field  in Hawaii.
There  I was injured  and  received  a medical

discharge  after  13 months  service.

After  coming  out  of  service  I made  up

my mind  diat  I didn't  want  to teach any

more.  Ilovechildren,butcouldn'tstandthe

parents.  Moving  to Chicago  I went  to work
as a machinist.  While  working  nights  I

retunned  to school  during  the days  and  ob-

tained  a degree  in industrial  engineering.

I worked  for  Webcor  as an I. E. for  5

years,  then  forControls  Company  of  Amer-

ica. There  I was  promoted  to chief  I. E. for
the Chicago  operation.  After  a change  in

management  the plant  closed  and I was

made staff  I. E. and 5veled  to our  many

plants  throughout  the U. S. and Canada.

About  five  years ago I made senior  cost
estimator  until  'I retired  in 1986  after  30
years  with  the  company.

I have  been  married  to my  wife  Lorain

for35years.  Wehavesixchildren,twowere

by my  previous  marriage.

My  advocation  is that  of  acting  as a

clownwiththeShrine,  Ienjoythetimespent

withkids  of  allages,  butthe  smileswebmg

to the kids  in the crippled  children's  hospi-

tals are the real  rewarding  ones."

Lewis  Coghill  is shown  here  by  the  plane  he  helped  crew  - Super  Natural.

John  Dickey  was  the  pilot

FROM  GROUP

HEADQUARTERS

JOE  TUCCI  - After  early  registmtion  Joe

hadtocancelhistriptothereuniononadvice

ofhisdoctor.  Joewasverydisappointedthat

hecouldnotattend.  Henotedthatthe465th

Bomb  Group  was very  special  to him  as it

was on a special  assignment  to Cannes  in

1945thathemethiswifeLolette.  Afterdie

war,  instead  of  returning  to Wall  Street,  he

joined  TWA  so that he could  return  to

France  to get  married.

The  Tucci's  home  is in the mountains

650  meters  above  sea level  overlooking  all

of  the coastfrom  MonteCarloto  Italy  to the

nordiandNiceandCannestotheSoudi.  He

can see Corsica  to the northeast  on clear

days.

Joe repeated  his offer  to help  in any

group  visit  to Pantanella.  He  notes  that  it  is

strange  that  he never  has returned  to Pan-

tanella,nevergettinganyfurtherthanRome.

HereisaquotefromoneofJoe'sletters,

"My  father  was  born  in a town  not  too  far

away,Potenza.  Iwasforfunatetobeableto

visitthatlocationwhilebasedinBariduring

thewar.  Iwasallowedtouseaheadquarters

jeep  and,  accompanied  by  three  odier  guys,

we took  off  through  the mountains  and  val-

leys until  we finally  mrived  at Potenza.

There  I had  the emotional  pleasure  to meet

anuncleandcousinsIhadnevermetbefore.

It  was  very  emotional  indeed  and  made  me

sohappy.  Iwaslikewisegladofmyfather's

decision  to takeoff  andembarkforthegood

ale USA  when  he was a small  boy. After

thatexperienceandmy  extensive  travels  all

over  the world  since  then,  I can certainly

appreciate  what  a wonderful  country  die

WHEREILIVE  NOW  IS

PARADISE
USAreallyis.  WhereIlivenowisparadise

andlikewisewonderfulandbeautiful,and,if

ithadnotbeen  the home  of  my  wifeLolette

I would  not  be here.

Once again congratulations  for the

fabulous  and wonderful  job  you  have  done

in bringing  the 781st  squadron  and 465th

Bomb  Group  together.  Keep  up the good

work.  I look  forward  to the pleasure  of

seeingyou  onceagain  soon  (eitheronthis  or

thatsideofthepond).  Wmmestregardsand

best  wishes  to the 465th  Bomb  Gmup."

Joe was Sergeant  Major  at Group.  1

had thepleasureof  a visitwith  him lastyear
whenhevisitedhistwosonswho  livenearby.
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OTHER  REUNIONS

BOMBARDIERS,  INC,  May  11 to 14,

1989,  Dayton,  OH. Contact:  E. C. "Ned"

Humphreys,  Box  254,  EAGLE  HARBOR,

'AI  49951,  PHONE  906  289-4440.

GATHERING  OF  THE  LIBERATORS

is the name  for  the 50th  Anniversary  Cele-

bration  of  theB-24LiberatortobeheldMay

17 through  May  21, 1989,  in Fort  Worth,

Texas.  Morethan  10,000personsrepresent-

ing  closetothirtyLiberatorveteranassocia-

tion  and individuals  will  meet  to celebrate

the first  flight  of  this  magnificent  aircraft.

The  Tart  County  Convention  Cen-

ter,  in  the heartof  town,  will  be thecenterof

activityforexhibits,  theaters,etc.  toportray

the Liberator's  50th anniversary  celebra-

tion.  Activities  include  the show,  the "B-24

AtWar,"andairshowatCarswellAirForce

Base,  a memo  ceremony,  and  banquet.

The 781st  Bomb  Squadron  will  not

have  an official  reunion  at this  event.  How-

ever,weareregisteredandoursquadronwill

be be listed  with  other  combat  units  along

with  photos  and history  of  the squadron.  I

know  someofyou  arealreadyregisteredfor

this event.  I will  keep  a record  of  those

attending,  if  you  will  notify  me. Before  the

event  you will  be mailed  a list  of  those

Rending,incaseyouwanttolookupsome-

one while  you  are there.

Plans  also call  for  the restored  B-24  to

be there  and be the feature  event  at the air

show.

For  hotel  reservation  and registration

contact  Reunion  Project  Office  B-24  50di

Anniv.,  6424  Torreon  Dr.  N.E.,  Albuquer-

que, NM  87109.

Additionally,  on  September  20-24,

1989,  there  will  also  be a B-24  "Liberator"

CelebrationatSanDiego,California.  Those

interested  may  write  to Coordinating  Com-

mittee,  Liberator  Celebration,  Suite 112,

3940 Hancock  Street,  San  Diego,  CA

92110.

TheLiberatorClubwasformed20yearsago

topromotetheroleoftheB-24Liberator.  As

youno  doubtknow  therewere  moreLibera-

torsproducedthan  anyotherairplanedunng

WWII.  TheLiberatorClubproducestwo32

page  newsletter  each year  and this  will  be

it'sfirst"reunion"forthosewhodesignedit,

made  it,  rode  it,  and flew  in it.

Annual  dues are $5 due each January.

'headdressisPOBox  15-2424,SanDiego,

-CA  92115

SQUADRON  AND  GROUP  PINS

AVAILABLE.  If  you  attended  the last  two

reunions  you  will  already  have  one  of  each

of  these pins. Extras  were  ordered  if  you

want  more  or did not attend  the reunion.

They  are l 1/4 inches,  in color,  and well

worth  the $3 each,  including  shipping.  The

group  pin  is black  and orange  tail  insignia,

and the squadron  pin  is the  "Pissed  Off"  In-

dian. Order  from  treasurer,  0.  J. Cowart.

FROM  THE  EDITORS  DESK  - Over  the

holidays  many  greetings  were  sent to the

officersanddirectors.  Wedeeplyappreciate

knowingthatsomanycare.  Thesharingand

camg  in our  squadron  has been  something

special.  One example  is a phone  call  on

Christmas  eve from  Malvern  Barner.  He

was calling  as many  of his comrades  in

Ordnance  that  he could  that  evening  and I

gotincluded.  Hewantedtoletmeknowthat

Arlene  and he had recovered  from  their

illness  and were really  in the Christmas

spirit.  We  know  our  squadron  spirit  will

continue.  We  wish  all of  you  a HAPPY

AND  HEALTHY  1989!!!

MEMORIAL  TO  GEN.  DRAZA

MIHAILOVICH  - Gen.  Mihailovich  was

Deputy  Commander  of all Yugoslavian
forces  during  WWII  and his tmops  were

called  the Chetniks.  Many  American  air-

man  were  returned  to Italy  with  the help  of

the Chetniks.  Dumg  1943  a decision  was

made,pmily  byWinston  Churchill,  who

was under  great  pressure  from  the Soviet

Government  to back  the forces  of  Marshall

Tito,  even  though  he was  a known  commu-

nist  of  long  standing.  The  reason  stated  was

thatTitowaskiningmoreGermans,butwas

not  a tme  statement  at the time. Churchill

was furtherinfluenced  by  falsereports  from

British  Intelligence  that strongly  backed

Tito  and accused  Mihailovich  of  collabora-

tion  with  the Germans.

AfterWWIITito  had  Mihailovich  exe-

cutedsothathecouldcontrolallofYugosla-

via, Mihailovich  was made  to look  like  a

traitor  and has never  been  given  full  credit

forhisroleinWWII.  Amemberofthe783rd

Squadron,  Al  Honey,  has taken  on a cam-

paign  to remember  Gen.  Mihailovich,

On  December  7, 1988  Al  had a willow

tree  planted  on the grounds  of  the National

Cemetery  at the Presidio  in San Francisco.

Additionallyheisplanningaplaquethereor

support  a project  for  one in Washington  D.
C.

Thoseofyouthatrnayhavebeenhelped

by the Chetniks,  or want  to help in diis

worthy  cause, can send donations  to Al

Honey,  329 Foodiill  Blvd.,  Oakland,  CA
94606.

Al  was a gunner  with  the 783rd,  bailed

outonSeptember  12,  1944fromashot-upB-
24 over  the Adriatic  in 35 MPH  winds,  and

survived  a long  cold  swim  (five  others  did

notsurvive).  ThenonFebnuary  16,  1945,on

themissiontoRegensburg,  hisplanecaught

fireandblewup.  Alandoneothercrewman

got  out  and were  POW's  for  the rest  of  the
War.

B-24  RESTORATION  - A mini  reunion
tookplace  attherestoration  siteof  theB-24J

inKissimmee,Florida.  RalphHendrickson,

MarcelSnyder,  KeithLancaster,KenFoden

and your  editor  along  with  several  of  the

men's  wives.  We all had a grand  time

climbingaboardandlryingtorememberjust
where  everything  was and to dream  a bit

about  the times  we flew.  A crew  of  six or

eightmen  were  alwaysworking  somewhere
on the  plane.

One of  the major  projects  for  the fol-

lowing  day was  to fit  in the  fuel  cells.  They

were made of  a fiberglass  or semi-rigid

plastic  material.  We  could  not  figure  how

they would  fit  in the openings  under  the

wings  which  were  much  smaller  than the

cells.  The  mystery  was solved  when  it  was

explained  that  the  cells  are filledwitha  firm

foam  that displaces  three per cent  of  the
spaceandtogetthecellsintoplacethisfoarn
has to be removed.  Then  the cells  are par-
tially  collapsed  and  inserted,  then the foam

stuffedback  in and  they  areready  toreceive

fuel.  The  foam  keeps  the fuel  from  surging

during  flight.  The cells  cost the sum of

$12,000.
Many  of  us have  climbed  aboard  the B-

24 at Dayton  and  viewed  the one at Lack-

land,  but  there  is no compmison  to this  one.

It  is just  like  a new  airplane,  everything  has

been  removed,  stripped  of  paint,  and  refin-

ished. The  cockpit  instnuments  are almost
all  in place  and  it  looks  great.

We  found  it  looked  large  in the hanger

withalotofothersmallerplanes,  Onething

thatdid  seem smaller  than  weremembered  -

the cat-walk.  No  one  could  figure  out  how

anyone  crossed  on the cat-walk  with  all  our
gear  on.

The  turrets  were  still  in Stow,  Massa-

chusetts  for  final  rework.  The  gunners  will

be pleased  to find  the turnets  will  be like
brand  new.

Some  other  interesting  progress  is the

completion  of the restoration  of all four

propellers.  You  men of  the engineemg

section  should  enjoy  heming  about  this -

after  20 years of  sitting  around,  all four

engines  are overhaulable  with  53 of  the 56

cylinders  useable.  These  Pratt  & Whimey

1830  engines  were  the most  produced  air-

craft  engine  in the world  - 173,618  were
built.

Some  statistics  on the pmject  as of
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November  1988:

55,500  man  hours  expended

420,000  rivets  replaced

73 sheets  of  4'xl2'  alwiinum

Cost  - Approximately  l 1/2 
loads  of  large  denomination  bills.

Wewanttodiankdioseofyouthathave

supportedthisprojectfinmicially.  Therehas

beenaverylargeresponseandthe  781sthas

once  again  perfonned  beyondexpectations.

U you have not  made  a contribution  and

would  like  to we suggest  you send your

check  made  out  to the Collings  Foundation

to our treasurer,  0,  J. Cowart,  and  he will

forwarddiemtoTheCollingsFoundationso

that  the 781st  gets  credit!

Some  suggestions:

u-2A Restoration  Bond  $24

Century  Club  Member  $100
Honor  Crews,  in memory  of  all

10  members  of  the  crew  $240

Dedicated  Crew  Position  $5000

B-24  0PEN

HOUSE.  A spe-
cial open house

will  be held on

Febniary  4th &

5th  at  Tom
Reilly's  Vintage

Aircraft,  231 N.
Airport  Rd.,  Kis-

simmee,  Florida.

This  will  give

everyone  a great

opportunity  tO

review  the prog-

ress,  takepictures

and  get  an inside

view  of  this  great

aircraft.  A fee of

$10 per person  includes  coffee  & donuts,
lunch,andtoursoftheaircraft.  Theywould

like  advance  registrations  so they  can plan

on adequate  food  and  . Send  registra-

tions  to TheCollings  Foundation,  Box  248,

FROM  FLIM  FLAM  - under  the  title  of
Odds  and Ends  -

One  thing  a thoughtful  man  learns  aftera

while  is that  you  can't  be on either  side  of  a

great  moral  or economic  question  without

being-in  bgd company.

Great  ambitions  keep  many  of  us from

succeeding  in small  undertakings.

Aftera  survey  by  some  of  the intelligent

people  of a university,  on the question,

"What  is the chief  cause  of  divorce"  it was

found  out  that  it  was marriage.

The photo below shows the rwwly re- Socrates  ,.,  from  and  overdose  of

condttioned props just waiartg for the en- wedlock.
gines to be installed before they can be
assembled.
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MY  RETURN  TO  PANT  ANELLA

by  Jim  Althoff.  When  I first  heard  of  the

plannedtourtoPantanellainearly  1988Idid
not  have  time  to seriously  consider  going.

Addi- tional- ly,Ihadprevious-lytraveledtoall

of  the places  on the tour  except  Pantanella.

Later,  when  I had time  to review  the talk

plans,I  becameexcitedaboutthepossibility

ofvisitingPantanellaonceagain.  Aboutthe
same time  I was invited  to sail  widi  Ernie

Van  Asperen  in the Mediteranean.  After

checking  the dates  I found  out  they  worked

outperfectly.  IcouldgotoPantanellawhen

the tour  arrived  and then  join  the sail.

So, Imadeplans  withouttellinganyone

on the tour  that  I would  meet  ttiem  there. I

leftforRomeonMay  14tharrivingtherethe

moming  of  the 15th  at Leonardo  da Vinci

airport.  There  I rented  a Fiat  and took  the

Autostrada  Del  Sole  south  to Naples,  then

eastward  on Autostrada  Due  Mmi.  It  wgs a

pleasant  drive,  particularly  from  Naples.

The  autostrada  winds  through  the hills  and

then out  on to the plains.  I had no motel

reservations  and I began  to wonder  where  I

would  stay that  night  since  there are no

motels  along  the  highway.  I began  thinking
that Cerignola  should  have some rooms

availableand,afterinquiringatagasstation,

IfoundoutthatCerignolahadtwornotels.  I

left  the autostrada  and soon  saw one  of  the

motels.  I continued  on to the edge of  the

town  and it looked  the same as 43 years
before.  Since  it  was 4 o'clock  I decided  '

would  get  a room txfore  exploring  an y fui

ther. I returned  to the motel  and found  it  a

busyplacewithacelebrationgoingon.  The

celebration  was for  the little  girls  that  had

received  first  communion  and were all

dressedinbeautifulwliitedresses.  Theyand

their  families  were  celebrating.

I registered,  but found  no one could

speak English  and there were  not many

Italian  words  that  I remembered.  After  I

explained  my purpose  in the area to the

young  Italian  desk  clerk  he became  excited

and  soon  a cmwd  formed  to see the Ameri-

can. IdoubtifanotherAmericanhadbeenin

theareaforseveralyears.  Ibroughtoutmaps

and photos  of  Pantanella  and was able to

confirm  the route  to Pantanena.

The  next  moming  after  a cold  shower

(there  was no hot  water)  and a cup of  the

blackest  coffee  I ever  drank,  I was on my

way  by 7 o'clock.  I wanted  to go to the

cathedral  in Cerignola  before  going  toPan-

tanella.  The  Cathedral  and  die cliffs  by  the

Ofantoriverweremytwomostvividmemo-

ries  of  the scenes  from  Pantanella.

Upon  entering  Cerignola  I found  the

streets  were  quiet.  It  was  a strange  feeling  -

just  like  taking  a step back  into  time.  Wi

no traffic  it  was easy to wind  around  in tht

narmwstreetsandfindtheCathederal.  Iwas

not  aware  of  it,  but  two  hours  later  the tour



was to stop  at theCathedral  also.  Afterafew
photos  I was on my  way  to Pantanella.

I started  south,  cmssed  under  die au-

tostrada,  and soon descended  to the Ofanto

river,thenturnedwestforamileortwg.  The

road then curved  south and crossed  the

oridge  over  the Ofanto  river.
The river  brought  back  memories  of

1945  whenIhadthesquadronjeepandtraiier

and went  to Cerignola  to buy  liquor  for  the
officersclub.  WhenwegottotheOfantothe

bridge  was out,  so I picked  a spot  to ford  it.

Half  way  across  the water  came  up too  high

and we stalled.  About  that  time  the trailer

floatedoffthehookbutwaskeptfrom  going

downstreambyasafetychain.  Soonasixby

six came  by  and  pulled  us across. I do not
remember  returning,  but  rm  sune I found  a

betterspot.  Doesanyoneremembermaking

this  trip  with  me?

AsIcrossedtheriverIbeganto  seequite

achange  since  1945.  The  fields  were  yeen

The donkey  above  seen during  Pantanella

days is no longer used to till  the fields.
and looked  much  more  prosperous.  Soon  I

came to highway  number  93, which  is the

highway  that paralleled  Pantanella  to the

north  of  the runways.  I had  received  some

information  on the highway  and  the turn  off
point  at Loconia  from  Bob  Daniels,  gmup

communications,whohadvisitedPantanella

in 1956  and 1961. I turned  left  on 93 and

headed  east and  could  see the hills  off  to the

south. At  this  point  I did  not  pick  out  the

distinct  two hills  for  our two  groups.  I
remembered  that  I had to arrive  at the little

settlement  of  Loconia  before  I headed  to-

wards  the hills.

There  was no traffic  so I was speeding

along  and was passing  Loconia  before  I

knew  it.  As I passed  the first  street  into
Loconia  I saw an old  Italian  street  sweeper.

I turned  around  and  went  back  to see him.  I

took  out my photos  and maps and ap-

proached  him. At  first  he looked  surprised.
I then  used  a few  Italian  words  and showed

himthephotos.  ItriedtotellhimIwastging

to f'u'id the "Military  Aeroporto."  It  didn't

take long  to get him excited  - he began

talking  very  rapidly  and flailing  his anns  in

the direction  of  the hills.  I understood  I had
to exit  the area by the southeast  corner  and
continue  on towards  the hills.  As  I left  him

andheadedinthedirection  suggestedIcould

still  see him  standing  d'iere flailing  his  arms

and pointing,

After  leaving  Loconia  I found  a change

from  the dusty  or muddy  mads  - now  it  was

asphalt.  AndsoonIcouldseethehills.  There

wasnomistakeaboutit.  Andwhatasightthe

fields  were  where  the nunways  had been.

There  was a huge  irrigation  pipe  about  six
feet  off  the ground  that  evidently  furnished

the water  to make  such  a lush  growing  area.

Therewerewheatfields,  grapes,andtomatos

andthehills  werecoveredwitholiveandnut

trees. The  bread  basket  of  Italy  right  there.

Wheat  for  spaghetti,  gmpes  for  wine,  toma-

tos for  tomato  paste  andolive  trees for  olive
oil.

Inthefieldeighttotenmenabreastwere

plantingtomatosinrows.  Otherswereculti-

vating  the  fieldsandprepming  soil  forplant-

ing. Nomoredonkeystotillthesoil,instead

many  tractors  and  other  equipment.
After  traveling  about  five  kilometers  I

was drivingup  between  thecenterof  the two

hillsandlostsightofthebuildingsonourhill

due  to trees. Without  stopping  I continued,

then  made  a lefttum  and I knew  I was there.

Onmyleftwas  thechapelandstraightahead
was group  headquarters.  It was now  just

after  8 o'clock.  I drove  in  just  past  group
headquarters  and
stopped.  A dog was

tied  across  the road  in

[iont  of the building

and was barking  and

charging  his leash.  I

approached  the build-

ing door  as I assumed

someone  lived  there. I

got no response,  so I

pulled  off  to the side

and began  explomg.

All  the Italian  build-

ings  remained  in addi-
tion  to the chapel  we

had built.  The area

towards  die runways

was covered  with  trees

and to the south  it  was

under  cultivation.

Grass and weeds had

grown  to a foot  and a

holf  pail in the arep of

the buildings  andin  the

t[aeeS.

Once

Above  L to R - Frank  Wassenaar,  Walter  Clausen,

Jim  Althoff  and  0.  J. Cowart,  all  from  the 781st.

The  theaterbuilding  is in the  background.
the  dog

stoppedbarking  itwas  so quietandpeaceful
and  it  gave  mea  chance  toreflect  on where  I

really  was. I wandered  over  by die chapel

and gazed  down  towards  the operations,  the

officers  club area and the casa where  I

stayed. I then  walked  over  and stood  on the

exact  spot  where  I spent  my  last  five  months
at Pantanella.  With  the aerial  photo  I was

able  to determine  this  location  since  it was

thenearestcasato  thechapel  andtwochapel
lengths  to the west  of  the ben  tower.

I thenwanderedovertothe  groupbuild-

ings  that  housed  the group  commander,  in-

telligence,  etc.  The  commanders  quarters  a

area remained  the same. I was anxious  to

take  another  look  at the intelligence  room

wtiere  die  briefings  were  held,  but  was sur-

prised  to find  the basementpartof  the build-

inghadbeenfilledin.  Ireallymissedseeing

again  the wall  where  the chart  was with  the
redcordpointingtheway  tothe  targetforthe

day. I don't  think  any air  crew  member  that

entered  this  room  will  ever  forget  it. Cover-

ingitoverhides  thewall,  butthosememories

will  never  go away.  You  can almost  feel
those  stomach  knots  again.

After  about  an hour  a tnuck  drove  up to

the old  theater  and three  men got  out  and

openedthedoors.  Theygotoutatractorand

equipment  for  the field.  I approached  the

man  in the tnick  as he began  to drive  away.
We  did  not  exchange  many  words  that  each
otherrecognized,  butwith  somephotosIwas

able  to relay  my  purpose  there. He dien  left

andIcontinuedtoexploreandwaspleasedto

find  that  I could  recognize  the old  PX  very

well.  Thewallhadit'soriginalpaintingsand

it appeared  as though  the building  had not

beenusedsinceweleft.  AgoodGIcleaning
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and some merchandise  and it would  once

again  be a PX.

Ten o'clock  passed and I began to

wonderiftheplanschangedorthetourcould

notfindPantanella.  Closetoeleveno'clock

the  tnuck  driver  cam e back,  I guess  to try  to

satisfyhiscuriosity.  Wewerepracticingour

languages  for  about  ten minutes  when  he

becameallexcitedandactedalmostlikethe

oldItalianstreetsweeper.  Hepointeddown

theroadandtherewasthebus.  Asheheaded

downtheroadIretreatedtomycartodonmy

4'unifonn"  which  consisted  of  my WWII

cap, jacket,  shirt,  false  beard,

and cane.

The bus paused  for  a few

minutes  while  he talked  to the

driver  and  several  men  came  up

the road  to video  the arrival.  At

ttiis  point  I decided  to pick  my

hidingplacesoasnottointerfere

widitheirarrival.  Iwentaround

the back of the theater  and

climbed  in the back  window  of

the PX.  I waited  there  for  some

time  and finally  several  ladies

spottedmeinthecorner.  Thatcausedsome

activity  and soon a crowd  was forming  as I

cameoutofthebuilding.  FinallyitwasO.J.

CowartwhorecognizedtheRipVanWinkle

and it was a reunion  for  all  of  us. Besides

Esther  &  0.  J. Cowartother  781stmembers

were Dorothy  and Frank  Wassenaar  and

Connie  and  Walt  Clausen.

In O.J.'s  earlier  story  he covers  the

toasting  in the PX  and the hour  spent  to-

gether.  The  group  aerial  photos  were  a help

to point  out  the locations  of  operation,  etc.

After  an hour  the tour  left  and  I returned  to

mycar.  Iwishedthetourhadstayedlonger.

It  an became  so quiet  and  lonely  again,  the

dog  was lying  down  and quiet  after  having

oneofit'smostexcitingdays.  Iremovedmy

uniform  and stmted  the trip  back.  That

evening  I joined  the tour  at Sorrento  for  a

enjoyabledinnerandnightout.  Ileftthenext

momingat8AMforRome.  Thetourleftat

the same time  to continue  their  tour.

Fmm  Rome  I flew  to Casablanca  foran

overnight  stay,  d'ien off to Geibraltar  to  join

Ernmie  Van  Asperen  forten  dayssailing  on

the  Meditemmean  on his sailing  yacht. At

end of  two  weeks  I was

back home with  a lot of

memones

Looking  back  on the trip  I

found  it  very  worthwhile.  I

hopetoreturnagainsomeday.

The photo on the left shows
group  commamers  quar-

on the reft and Intelli-
gence on the right.  Taken

iri front of the chapel
area.

Thefollowingisacompletelistofthementhatservedwiththe781stthathavenotbeenlocated.  PLEASEcheckoverthelistandsee

ifyoucanaddanyotherinformationastotheirwhereabouts.  Therearecrewmembers,forexample,thathavenoserialnumberlisted.

Certainly  someone  must  have  their  numbers  on orders.

MEMPHIS,  TN
SCARSDALE,  NY
BROOKLYN,  NY
LINCOLN,  HE
VERNON,  TX
BROOKLYN,  NY
MAN!JTLLE,  NJ
NE!PORT,  CA
LOUISIANA
ENID,  OK
NORTH PLAINFIELD,  NJ
FAIR  IAWN,  NJ
PITTSBURGH,  PA
BROOKLYN,  NY
WORCESTER,  M
L.  I.  CITY,  NY
OAK HILL,  @gV
SCHENECTADY,  NY
ROCHESTER,  NY
x

ST MITYVILLE,  L.I.,  NY
x

0004  JOHN G.  ADAMS  1158  FORREST  AVE

0006  0SCAR  F.J.  ADIJ,R  165  BRITE  AVE

0015  BURTON  ALPER  1347  0CEAN  AVE

1109  FRED ANDERSON  X

1235  THOMAS APPFEL  X

0018  EDWARD AUERBACH  344  E 98TH  ST

0031  CHARLES  R.  AYNES  110  WASHINGTON  AVE

0037  RAYMOND  L.  BAILEY  1506  0CEAN  PARK

0038  WHEELER  T.  BAILEY  X

0043  0LIVER  K.  BALL  114  NORTH  JACKSON  ST

0044  JAMES  J.  BALSANO  83  SOMERSET  ST

0047  WILLIAM  H.  BANER,  JR.  12  13  ELIS  AVE

0046  JOHN R.  BANER  109  CONOVER RD

0059  ROBERT L.  BASSINETTE  916  BROOKLYN  AVE.

0077  ROBERT  M.  BERGIN  79 CHARLOTTE  ST

0081  JOHN W. BEST  2135  45TH  ST.

0083  ROBERT  S.  BETTON  X

0085  THEODORE  J.  BIGELOW  831  EMMETT  ST.

0086  RICHAJID  J.  BILGER  X

1135  ROLAND  N.  BISAILLON  X

0089  ST!UiLEY  F.  BLACHARSKI  COUNTYLINE  RD,  CEDAR

1159  ROBERT  J.  BLIGH  X

1136  RALPH  E.  BONSWOR  X

1177  WILLIAM  C.  BOYER  EASTERN  US

0114  WILLIAM  B.  BRIGGS  X

0116  FREDERICK  N.  BROTHERTONX

0118  KARL  K.  BRO99N 285  34TH  ST

0128  CHARLES  A.  BUTTA  311  EAST  106TH  ST.

0132  THOMS  W. CALLAGHAN  421  EAST  18TH

0133  RICHMOND  CAMERON  2122  28TH  ST.

0142  JAMES E.  CARROLL  X

0158  EDWARD A.  CHAVEY  11401  MRK  'fflAIN

0182  STEVEN  C.  CORSO  165  20TH  STREET

0193  RAI/ORD  L.  CROUCH  3103  GRlffIN  AVE

1196  DANIEL  CUNNIHGHAM  X

1140  JAMES  B.  CUNNINGHAM  !aENSONIS  CREW

1139  HALTER  D. DAY  FATHER  WAS CONTRACTOR

1197  LE!"iTER  J.  DE Pff  KENNEDYIS  WAIST  GUNNER

1149  JAMES  DEBEVEC  5683  HIGHIJ'kND

1208  ELDON  A.  DEITCHLER  X

0215  JOSEPH  A.  DEL GVERCIO  101  EIGHTH  AV!!;

1237  JAMES J.  DERMODY  16510  MENDOTA

0225  JOHN R.  DIGGS  725  EAST  25TH  sT

0248  JBSSE  C.  EDeE  X

1129  HOWARD L.  ELLERMAN  X

0259  SEIaER  F.  ENGEBRETSON  X

1245  HARVEY  D.  ERWIN  X

0262  JOHN C.  ESPOSITO
0279  ROBERT  C.  FIBBS
1146  ROBERT  FLOYD
0292  ROY H.  FOLK
0297  RAYMOND  T.  FRANK
0301  BERNARD  S.  FREEM7Ji
1186  BOBBY H.  FREEMN
0304  IRVING  (NMI)  FRIEDMAN

0309  IRVING  I.  GMOFF
0321  VERNON  L.  GIBSON
0331  LEONARD  J.  GHATC
0339  HAROIJ)  W. GORDON
1262  WARREN  GORDON
0348  RICHARD  L.  GRANTHAM
0350  FRANK  A.  GRAVES
0351  BYRON R.  GR)J,N

x
x
x
844 W DIAHOND  AVE  ??
1248  COLLEGE  AVE
x
x
527  34  ST
4408  38TH  ST
81  HOBIAK  ST
4197  SUNNYSID!!;  DR

2539  fI'ffl  AVE

RT.  1

x
x
BALTIMORE  AR!aA
x
OGDEN,  UT
NEtrf YORK,  NY
CHEYENNE,  ff

ASTORIA,  LONG  ISIaD,  NY
x
DETROIT,  XI
BROOKLYN,  NY
RICHMOND,  VA
x
x
TRENTON,  NJ
BLOONFIJ!;LD,  NJ
S.  EUCLID,  OH
x
NEaRK,  NJ
DJ!TROIT,  XI
INDIANAPOLIS,  IN
x

x
VAN BUREN,  AR

x
IJIS  VEGAS  OR CALIFORNIA

SC
HAZLETON,PA  ??
BRONX,  NY
x
x
UNION  CITY,  NJ
BRENTWOOD,  MD
EDaRDSVlLM,  PA
RIVERSIDE,  CA

FRESNO,  CALI!'
HAGEN,  NY  ?
SPOKANE,  MA
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BRENNW  ENGINEER
SQD.  EXEC OFFICER
RADAR  NAVIGATOR

ENGINEER  (CREW ?)
RADAR  MECHANIC
MOS 813

MOS 345
PERSONNEL  CLEJUK
LOVEY  TAIL  GUNNER

x
BLAKITA  BONBARDIER
RICE  CO PILOT

x
KEN)fiaDY  CO-PILOT
RADAR NAVIGATOR
x
Su?PLY
RADIO  OPJaRATOR(?)
BRENNKMAN  5DIER
TRYON  EX(;INEER
FRENCH  ENGINEER
HOS  050
(.AINES  RADIO  OP

ENGINE!!:RING
IN"fflLLIGENCE-CIJ,RK
RADAR  NAVIa?kTOR
COMflICATIONS
ORDNANCE
ENGINEERING
jkSHLEY  CO-PILOT
FRA!IER  EIALL  GUNNER

BENSON  RADIO  OP

NCDANIEL  RADIO  (?
KENNEDY  GUNNER
CRUTCHER  ENGIff,ER
TRYON  BONBARDIJ!:R
C(aW7NICATIONS
x
F,N€.INE!aRING
LEGGATE  ENGINEER
LJ!,GGATE (mNN!!iR
NOR 345
KENNEDY  TAIL  aUNNER

COOK/!WPLY
x
DONAHUE  TOP  GUNNER

HURD RADIO  OP
RADAR  MAINtJ'NANCE
BLAKITA  CO-PILOT
SNITH,NB  TAIL  GUNNER
RADAR  MECHANIC
RADAR  M!,CHANIC
RADAR  M!!,CH?kNIC

SCHUSTER  RADIO  OP

MCDANIEL  CO-PILOT
NAVIGATOR  CREW ??
PERSONNEL  CLERK

34149985
559816
x
x
x
32814669
15084814
18219319
18219319
18193668
20220277
x
x
x
705293
x
x
x
0 -206935
1 1063467
32889855
16078539
02071939
16155983
33728309
36182753
39916360
32507040
37460992
x
36720755
36575174
12066260
azssxaa
x
14153529
34788158
42007907
35063717
x
42003846
x
35581679
34708235
x
37310487
56279250
32726694
36159094
18168362
14126378
32739527
x
14078517
12193354
32701578
33738086
x
19090975
x
x
o-702417
39197211



0354  RALPH  GREENBERG

0370  HERBERT  C.  HAFEY,  JR

0380  THOMS  S.  HAMMOND

0385  DONALD  B.  HANWAY

0393  JOHN  K.  FIARTMAN

0405  ELWOOD  K.  HELFER

0408  DOYAL  D.  HENDERSON

0416  ROY  E.  HICKS

0415  CLARENCE  M.  HICKS

1195  J.C.  HINDS

0425  JOSEPH  M.  HOHMAN

0447  CLEVEIAND  R.  HUGHES

04  51  JACK  HUNTER

0453  RAY  W.  HURD

0455  THOMS  A.  HUTCHINS

0463  E.  JACKSON

0466  S.  JACOB

0477  F . E.  JOHNSON

0476  CLARENCE  JOHNSON

1193  GEOR(.E  W.  JOHNSON

0495  HAROLD  E.  KAKNER

0500  JOSEPH  KARAS

0513  RAYMOND  W.  KILPELA

0528  JMES  KOKARIS

0540  E.  KUCHER,  JR.

0545  THOMAS  B.  KYLE

0561  LIONEL  L.  IASSEIGINE

0570  JOHN  W.  LAZUR

0578  ARTHUR  J.  LEHMANN

0590  ALEX  LIPINSKI

0594  CLARENCE  C.  LOCKE

05  95  JOHN  M.  LOKAY

06 00  JOHN  P.  LORENZ

1165  RICHARD  R.  I!)UGHLIN

0606  JOHN  D.  LYDEN

0609  EDWARD  R.  LYNCH

0608  CHARLES  R.  LYNCH

118  5 A.  MIAD  I  A

0620  EDWARD  MANDELL

0621  SAM A.  MANOLI

0628  ROY  L.  MARCIN

0629  0TTO  L.  MARCtTCCI

0641  EN.  J.  MSCARELLA

0644  JESSE  L.  MASTERSON

0666  ROBERT  MCINTYRE

1229  EDWARD  J.  MCKEON

0673  THEO.  MCSHANE

0677  JOHN  P.  MEINILLO

0679  JAMES  A.  MELTON

0685  HERMAN  J.  MICHEL

0692  JOE  P.  MINISTRELLI

0697  JOHN  MONAGHAN

07  01  JMES  MORAN

1245  FRANK  MOROCCO

0705  LOUIS  MORRIS

0624  PAUL  MOUTON

0674  HAL  C.  NEASE,  JR.
0731  ROBERT  D.  NIELSEN

0735  HARRY  C.  NOLEN

074  7 BERNARD  E.  OBERG
074  8 SANDY  J.  OCKMAN

074  9  JOHN  W.  OGDEN

D750  NICOLAS  OLIPERIS

0756  GEORGE  E.  OWENS

0758  IARRY  M.  PAEZ

1247  FRED  PANDEL

0760  DON  R.  PARKER

0763  ELMER  J.  PARTON,  JR

07  64  JOHN  T.  P AS

0766  ANTHONLY  PATERNO

0230  R.  PERKINS

0785  FRANK  A.  PITEO

1484  E.  17TH  ST.

2128  N.  3D  ST.

60  HIGHFIELD  ROAD

x

207  GRAND  AVE,

105  IAKE  BLUFF  RD

701  W.  PHIIADELPHIA

x

x

1619  IARCH  ST

REPORTED  IN  1985

1025  WEST  FOURTH  ST

790  MCKINLEY  PARKWAY

x

19  MOUNTAIN  AVE

3424  KNOX  PIACE

1403  SAN  BRUNO  AVE

135  STUVYVESENT  AVE
x

BROOKLYN,  NY

HARRISBURG,  PA

BLOOMFIELD,  NJ

x

WAUKESHA,  WI

ROCHESTER,  NY

NACONA,  TX

DETROIT,  MI

RURAL  RETREAT,  VA

x

TURTLE  CREEK,  PA

PHILADELPHIA  AREA

CHARLOTTE,  NC

BUFFALO,  NY

x

CORNWALL,  NY

BRONX,  NY

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA

MERRICK,  NY

x

65  N.W.  69  ST

8116  S.  VINCENNES

4110  BLOSSOM

COLORADO  SPRINGS,

916  VERNON

8912  80TH  ST

1810  N.  WOOD  ST

461  ELM  ST

20241  BYRACUSE

317  5TH  AVE

2317  MIN  ST

MIAMI,  FL

CHICAGO,  IL

HOUSTON,  TX

CO  OR  WILLIAMSTOWN,  KS

VENICE,  CA

WOODHAVEN,  NJ

CHICM.0,  IL

CINCINNATI,  OHIO

DETROIT,  MI

BROOKLYN,  NY

OCEAN  PARK,  CA

x

YOUNC;STOWN,  OH

SAN  DIEGO,  CA

ST.  LOUIS,  MO

CHICAGO

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  06510

HAWTHORNE,  CA

CHICAGO,  IL

BUFFALO,  NY

BROOKLYN,  NY

ST  LOUIS,  MO

OKIAHAM,  CA

354  W.  INDIANOLA  AVE

3565  IST  AVE

2625  RUTGER

x

31  MARKET  ST

BOX  399

7724  S.  WINCHESTER

202  COLGATE

218  YORK  ST.

4225  RANDALL  PL

643  CHETWOOD  ST.

250  BROOK  AVE

3225  W.  32ND

2920  CASPIAN  AVE

40  DEWITT  AVE

523  LIBERTY

145  LINCOLN  PL

502  ST.  ANTAIN

OH

BRONX,  NY

NUTWOOD,

x

LONG  BEACH,  CA

LONGBOAT  KEY,  FL

BELL,  NJ

BROOKLYN,  NY

NY

BROOKLYN,  NY

IAFAYETTE,  LA

611  GREENBRIAR  CHARLESTON,  WV
532  E.  6TH  SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UT

X  X

X  MANTON,  MI

X  LOS  ANGELES,  CA

1308  4TH  ST  NORTHBANK,  IL

X  ORANGE  GROVE,  TX

BOX  567A  RT.  T,  MILLERS  LOUISVILLE,  KY

1507  W.  HARRISON  ST  CHICAGO,  IL

X  X

641  JEFFERSON  MINNEAPOLIS,  MN

BOX  426  PALMER  IAKE,  CO

2046  N.  WESTERN  CHICAGO,  IL

352  COPEIAND  LYNDHURST,  NJ

X  X

426  COLLEGE  BRONX,  NY

WORTHAM  NAVIGATOR

CO  PILOT  UNASSIC,NED

MOS  141

BOMBARDIER  (CREW  ?)
INTELLIGENCE-CLERK

OR  LLOYD  /
x

ARMAMENT

FRAZIER  TAIL  GUNNER

BIAKITA  NOSE  GUN

COMMUNICATIONS

ENGINEERING

HURD  PILOT

MOS  932

FRAZIER  TOP  GUNNER

RADAR  MECHANIC

x

ARMAMENT

RADAR  MECHANIC

RADAR  MECHANIC

COMMUNICATIONS

x

x

COMMUNICATIONS

x

RADAR  MECHA)TIC

SMITH,  JT  BOMBARDIER

ORDNANCE  -  MAIL  RETURNED

LEC,C,ATE  GUNNER

ENGINEERING

PILOT

ORDNANCE

ORDNANCE

TAIL  GUNNER

RADAR  NAVIGATOR

LEGGATE  CO-PILOT

iNT

MEDICS

ARMAMENT

x

MOS  5 21
MOS  521

x

DOSS  GUNNER

RADAR  MECHANIC

ARMAMENT

BILLGER  WAJST  GUNNER

812984

o-873049

0-676385

32586124

x

36880290

33532169

x

33708075

x

34602697

805473

34601543

x

x

x

32699444
x

33500238

16149506

17154655

x

x

06956890

x

32818786

36657044

35664931

x

x

39559819

13179355

x

39259845

x

x

31310484

x

x

20217058

x

37231402

x

x

x

x

34525919

39693584

36581243

x

x

x

x

18171501

T-061781

3400392

18116415

x

35702657

36652958

x

x

36379405

36379405

x

x

32995228

To:  0.  J. Cowart
Treasurer,  781st  Bomb  Squadron  Associaton
P.0.  Box  131
Houston,  TX  77001

Enclosed  Please find  my check  for  $ . Please send me copies
of the 781st  Bombardment  Squadrond  (H) History  book  at $35.00  per copy.

Name

Street

City State Zip

11



315  LOCKE  LANE  RICMOND,  VA

9508  FT.  HAMILTON  PRKY  BROOKLYN,  NY

232  EAST  AVE.  40  LOS ANGELES,  CA

1075  S.  MARKS  AVE  BROOKLYN,  NY

1328  11TH  ST  MOLINE,  IL

25  FROST  IJfNE  HffITT,  NY

RFD  CHAMBLEE,  GA

0787  MARION  A.  PITTS

0790  HERBERT  POP

0799  WILLIAM  M.  PRUITT,  JR

0827  EDWARD  W.  RETELE

0829  CHARLES  D.  REXROAT

0831  JOSEPH  J.  REZNYI

0832  WILLIAM  C.  RHODES

0845  JOHN  F.  ROBERTS

0852  HAROLD  B.  ROGERS  GENERAL  DELIVERY

0854  WILLIM  E.  ROSE  844  WASHINGTON  BLVD.

0857  HYMAN  L.  RUBIN  1028  LONGFELLOW  AVE

1249  FRANK  SADLER  X

0867  HENRY  SAMET  3458  14  ST.

0870  CARLTON  M  . SAMUELSON  1234  K ST.

0873  ARCADIO  SANDOYAL  405  COMERCIAL  ST

0882  CHARLES  W.  SCHAFFER  312  MC CULLOUGH

0895  HOWARD  W.  SCHWARTZ,  JR.  116  ROCHELL  ST.

0898  GEORGE  F.  SEARFOSS  X

1200  HOWARD  SHIVELY  ACCOUNTANT

0917  JAMES  W.  SHORT  RT  1,  BOX 342D

0928  JOHN  W.  SIMONS  112  N.  IST  WEST  ST.

0934  BOYCE  D.  SIMS  X

0935  EARL  V.  SIMSONS  X

0939  DONALD  P.  SIPE  1862  KINCAID  ST

0943  HOYT  W.  SLAY  GENEL  ST.

0951  JOHN  E.  SMITH  696  HOWARD  AVE.

0950  JAMES  C.  SMITH  32 BEACON  ST.

0959  JOSEPH  T.  SMITH  X

0963  JOHN  D.  SNYDER  2944  N.  NEW JERSEY

0968  REYNALDO  SOTO  4271  CAPISTRANO  WAY

0994  REX  L.  STRUBLE  106  GROVE  ST

1009  MARVIN(TANENBAUM)TANNER

1010  HAROLD  TAYLOR

1015  JOE  TEPEDINO  2364  E.  15TH  ST

1032  WILLIAM  H.  TINGLIHOFF  224  HERBERT  AVE.

1044  SERAFINO  TURCHIANO  2501  CLARENDON  RD

1186  DON  UNGER

1133  CLIFTON  L.  WALKER

1063  WILLIAM  WALIACE

1066  WAYNE  F.  WATSON

1132  CLARENCE  E.  WEITH

1083  HOWARD  R.  WILCOX

1152  ;LEO  WILENSKY

1206JACK  WILSON

1111  ' HARRY  YAROSHUK

1156  JOHN  J.  ZAHURANCIK

3858  N.  wu.rpyh'K"

79  PROSPECT  AVE

MT  OLIVE  ROM)

PITTS  PILOT

CLOVIS,  CA

OAK PARK,  IL

BRONX,  NY

CA

JACKSON  HEIGHTS,  NY

BAKERSFIELD,  CA

CORONA,  CA

CINCINNATI,  OH

PITTSBURGH,  PA

BETHLEHEM,  PA

ALBANY,  NY

CIAIRTON,  PA

SPANISH  FORK,  UT

x

GRANTS,  NM

EUGENE,  OR

MENDOT  A,  AZ

NEW  HAVEN,  CT

SOMERVILLE,  M

NEAR  BOSTON

INDIANAPOLIS,  IN

LOS  ANGELES,  CA

ORTISVILLE,  MI

OHIO

EL  SEGUNDO,  CA

BROOKLYN,  NY

BUCKROW  BEACH,  VA

BROOKLYN,  NY

OH

ELKHURST,  WV

x

x

CHICAGO,  IL
NORTH  ARLINGTON,  NY

x

INDIANAPOLIS,  IN

FLANDERS,  NJ

x

TRYON  TAIL  GUNNER

WORTHAM  BALL  GUNNER

WILCOX  RADIO  OP

COMMUNICATIONS

COMMUNICATIONS

COOK  MOS  521

TANENBAUM  NAVIGATOR

RADAR  MECHANIC

x

x

SMITH,JT  PILOT

MRTIN  CO-PILOT

TANENBAUM  PILOT

x

ENGINEERING

ENGINEERING

SMITH,JT  TOP  GUNNER

HEWITT  BALL  GUNNER

TRANSPORT  ATION  /SUPPLY

x

HEWITT  TAIL  GUNNER

WILCOX  PILOT

x

KENNEDY  BALL  GUNNER

HENDRICKSON  CO-PILOT

HENDRICKSON  BALL  GUNNER

829291

19174490

38555297

15058868

39293169

32887636

396920

33367775

x

x

x

34449359

39080617

31369133

817289

x

19207650

0-812188

x

x

32419621

x

32724728

x

367  56681

36564863

39414921

16025101

825348

16089808

35091178

x

35534103

'ks  ';b  a-X  *.,
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