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TARGET  FC)R 2008  IS DA\TQN
MAXIMUM  EFFC)RT  UR-GED

Tlie  Boeing  B-17  Flying  Fortress

tour-engine  lieavy  bomber  was

developed  for  the  US Army  Air

":orps.  Conipeting  against

Jouglas  and Maitin  for  a contract

to  build  200  planes.

In test flights, Boeing's entr'>.' out-
performed  two  other  competitors

axid more  tban  xnet  tbe  Air  Corps'

expcctatioris.

A small  crosvd  of  An'ny  brass  and

manufacturing  execut.ives  tvatchcd

as Boeixig's  Model  299  test  plane

taxied  onto  the  runsvay.

The  17 was  sleek  and  impres-

sive.  witli  a liuridred  and  three  foot

wingspan  and  four  engixies  jutting

out  from  the wings,  ratl'ier  than  tlie

us'ual  ttvo.

The  plane  roared  down  the  tarmac,

lifted  off  smooth]y,  and  climbed

sharply  to three  liundreci  feet.  Tlqen

it stalled,  turned  Oll  one  wing.  and

eraslied in a 'ficr>i  explosioxi.
(':t'int-  c"yn pg  2
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PANTANEl.i,A  NEWS
&litor:  Fi-ank Ai'nbrose

781st BOMB  SQtJADRON  (H)
Part of  tbe 465th  Bomb  Gp. ]5tl'>.AF

Ital> 1944-1945

Flesv 191 Mihsionh
over  Souttietn  Eurxipe

droppii'ig  thousands  rif  tons of  deat}i
and destrriction  to the enen'r)o.
Shcit dcisviy 25 enemy ajrcmft

Received  Tt;vo
Presidential  Unit  Citations

Tjhe  Flying  Fortress
From  pg-  I

Twt"i  of  tlie  five  crew  members  died.

incNuding  tlie  pilot,  Major  Ployer  P. Hill

All  investigation  revealecl  that  nothing
mechanical  had gone  wrong.  The  crash

had  beeiq due to 'pilot  error,"  the report
said.

Substantially  more  complex  t'han previ-
ous aircraft,  the new  plai'ie  required  tbe

pilot  to attend  to the four  engines,  a
retraetable  landing  gear,  new  wing  flaps.
electric  trim  tails  that  needed  adjustment

to maintain  eontro}  at different  airspeeds,

and  constant-speed  propellers  whose
pitch  had  to be regulated  with  hydraulic
controls,  amoxig  other  features.

Whiladoiiig  all-this  the  pilot  had  forgot-
'ten to release  a new  jocking  mechanisin
on the elevator  and  rudder  control.

Although  Boeing  lost  the  conti-act  due  to
their  pmtotype's  crash,  the  Air  Corps  was
so impressed  with  Boeing's  design  that
they  o'rdered  13 B-1 7s.

Eventually  the B-17  Flying  Fortress  went
on to  enter  fuel-scale  production  and was

considered  the first  truly  mass-produced
large  aircraft,  evolving  through  nurner-

ous design  advarieements,  from  the
B-17AtoG.

In the  daylight  precision  strategic  bomb-
ing  campaign  of  World  War  I} the  B-17

was pri.i'narily  ennlilo:ed  against German
it'idustriaJ  and  civilian  targets  and  partiei-

pated,  to a lesser  extent,  in tbe War  in the
Pacific.

Froni  its pre-war  ixiception.  the USAAC"")
routed  tlie  aircraft  as a strategic  weapon;  '-
it was a pcitent,  liigh-flying,  Icing-rang-

ing  boi'nber  capable  of  unleashing  great

destrcictiot'i  yet
able  to defend

itself.  With  the

ability  to return
liome  despite
extensive
battie  damage,

its durability,

especially  in
belly-landings
and ditchings,

quickly  took  OI'l

mythie  propor-

tiOnS.

Stories  and p)iotos  of  B-I  7s surviving
battle  dan"iage  widely  circulated,  boosting
ffs xcomc  status.

Despite  a)] inferior  range  and bomblciad
coinpared  to the more  numerous  B-24
Liberators,  a survey  of  Eighth  Air  Force
cresvs  showed  a i'nucli  higher  rate  of
satisfaction  in the B-17.

With  a service  ceiling  greater  tlian  any  of
its Allied  contemporaries,  and although
no gun  011 a B-17  carried  more  than  one
mixiute's  supply  of  amn'iunition,  the
thirteen  Browning  M-2  50 caliber  ((
inachixie  guns  firing  at a rate  of  approxi-  '

mately  13 rounds  per  second,  the B-17
established  itself  as a superb  weapons
system,  dropping  more  bombs  than  any
other  US aircraft  in World  War  iL

Of  the 1.5 millioxi  tons  of  bombs  dropped
on Gerniany,  500,000  uyere dropped  from
B-17s.

..........Frank  ArriLirosc-

ftnin  USA(a  Ai'J'iivers.

BOEING  B-17G  VARiANTS

Starting  in 1943  anci continuing  after  tbe  end  of  World  War  11, some  B-17Gs  were
converted  for  second  line  duties.  The  majority  of  t.he modified  aii-ei-aft  were  made  into

transport  vari;ants.  Tlie  CB-17G  was  initially  designed  as a troop  transpo'it  capable  of  

carryii"igupto64troc'yps.TheVB-17GwasaVIPtrarispoxtforliighlevelstaffofficers.{u
The SB-!7G,  initially  designated B-17!-1 was modified  for  use as a rescue  aircraft.  r'he
RB-17G.  initially  designated  F-9C.  was  a reeonnaissanee  variant.  A  few  aircraft  were
conveited  for  use as drone  directors  and  designated  DB-17G.

'I'he  most  unusual  conversions  were  three  B-17Gs  converted  to engine  test  beds.  I'te
nose  section  was removed  and replaced  witli  a strengthened  rnoun[  for  a fifth  engine-
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781  st  Essa
Wins  Award  For
8th  Grader

Cory  Love  received  an Honorable
Mention  for  his  attiele  on his  great,  great
Uncle  Louis  Deslatte  in the  '2004  Weekly

Reader  Moments  in  History'  writing
competition  as an eighth  grader  at Trinity

Lutheran  School,  Newpoit  News,  Virginia.

Today  Cory  is a senior  at Fontainebleau
High  School,  Mandeville,  Louisiana.
Louis  Deslatte  was  a Engineer  on the

Gaines  Crew

The  Award  Winning  Essay---

Moments  in  History
by  Cory  Love

Louis  J. DeSlatte

Louis,i.  DeSlatte  is my  grandfatlier's
t.incle  (liis  rnorn's  brotlier)  and  n-'iy great,
great  uncle.  He iives  in Poit  ylrthur.
Texas,  where  my grandfather  was  raised.

Uncle  L,ouis's
family  inoved  to
southern  Louisi-
aria frciin  Areadia,
Canada,  before
he was  born.
His  family  is of
Frenclt  Caxia-

dian  aneestrv.
also  known  ffis

"Cajuns."  l-je was

born  in New
Kberia,  Louisiana.
He  was  one  of

13 children;  and,  when  his  parents  passed
away  he went  to live  with  my  grandfa-
tlier's  family.

He  joined  the  Air  Force  right  out  of  high
school,  two  weeks  before  lyis l 9th birthday
in  December,  1942. Uncle  Louis  wanted
to be a pilot,  but  it was  not  to be, and  he

spent  a number  of  months  training  as a
gunner  01)  a B-24.  During  World  War  IN

he flew  on bombing  missions  over
Germany.

During  1943  the  Americans  thought  tlie

War  (WW  11) was  going  svell,  but  not  fast
enough.  The  United  States  and  Britain

were  bombing  Germany  to weaken  their
deterinination,  weaken  their  war  industry,
;ind  keep  them  frorri  developiiig  weapons
that  could  be used  against  Britain.

The  United  States  made  100,000  aircraft
and 58,000  tanks  in 1943.  Of  all items
being  manufactured  in the U.S.  75%

suppoited  the  war  cffoit.  The  B-24
Liberator  was one  of  the planes  produced.

The  Liberator  was  a 4-engine  bomber

that  could  fly  farther,  faster  and take  more
punishment  that  any  cit'her  plane.  It would
carry  a crew  of  10 people  and  could  fly
missions  up to 2,000  miles  round  trip.

Durixig  late 194-3 the U.S.  8th  Air  Force
ivas  flying  non-stop  missioxis  over
Germany.  Tlie  u.s,  would  fly  daytime

you  flew  in the top  turt-et,  you  had
heat  and  armor  plates  cinder  your
seat. back,  and  front.  '.['he sight

glass  in youi-  face  was  bullet  proof.,,->

Most  of  the time  he feat safe  in the-
top  turret,  but  orie  of  the drawbacks

was  that  you  couldn't  wear  your
parachute.  If  your  plane  took  a

direct  hit,  you  might  not  have  the
ti.me  to find  yocir  parael'iute  or, if

you  did,  get  it all.

Before  t}iel6th  inission  the  regular

top  turret  gunrxer  got  sick.  The
gunner  ttiat  replaced  liim  on the

mission  they  were  flying  had  never  flown

top  turret  before  and  '[Jncle  Louis  got
elected  to do  the  duty.

The  gunner  tliat  flew  ixi the  waist  that

day  did  not  have  ali  of  his heavy  clothes
because  it was  liis  last  mission  and  tie was

going  home.  When  the  Liberator  was  hit

the  waist  gunner  got  hit  the  'worst  of  ail  the
crew. Uncle  Louis  felt  he was  fortunate
that  he wasn't  in the waist  that  day,

After  the  plaxie  was  hit  Uncle  Louis  baited
out  at 8,000  feet. He made  the  mistake  of

pun]ing  his  ripcord  as soon  as he cleared
the plane.  it  caused  such  ajolt  to his  body
and  an injury  to his  joints  in his  groin
area  that  niade  it very  hard  to walk.  After
walking  a few  miles  in ice and Sll(')W  his

joints  stiffened  up and  mareliing  became
"pure  hell."

Most  of  the airplane  s crew  was  captured.
right  away  and  sent  to Stalag  Luft  IV. TM.
Germans  only  captured  xiine  crew  mem-
bers from  tl'ie plane.  They  questioned  the
other  nine  about  the lath  crew  member
and  didn't  believe  there  were  only  nine  of
them.  Tliere  never  was  a 10th  crew  mem-
ber  on the 16th  mission.

The  P.O.W.s  were  reduced  to living  like
animals.  They  never  knew  when  tliey
would  get  their  next  meal  during  the last

three  months  of  being  captured  and  'vvere
forced  to march  day  after  day.

There  did  not  seem  to be any  language

barriers.  The  P.O.W.s  found  svays  to
communicate.  The  Stalag  was  divided

ii"ito  camps  by nationality.  The  group  of

Cory  Love  at the  WWII  Memorial  in Washington

missions  and England  would  fly  the night
time  InlSSIOnS.

Sttilag  Luft  IV  was  a priscm  camp  opened

in May  1944  near  Grosstychow,
Pomerania,  near  Poland.  Stalag  Luft
means  "enlisted  airmen"  in English.

The  barracks  were  wooden  buildings  with

poor  ventilation.  The  cainp  had  American,
British,  Canadian,  AustraJian,  French,  and

Polish  P.O.W.s.  At  times  it held  N0,000
P.O.W.s  even  though  it was  built  for  6.400.

The  camp  was  divided  into  5 compounds.
One  of  the conipounds  was  where  the

Germans  lived.  The  barracks  were  heated
by  coal  stoves  that  were  mostly  used at
xiight.  There  were  no bathing  buildings:
and,  there  were  many  bugs  like  fleas,  lice,
and  other  parasites.

Food  WaS a daily  ration  ofbread,  boiled
potatoes,  a soup  mixture  and some  meat
(horse  meat).  Red  Cross  parcels  would  be
received  once  in a while.

P.O.W.s  were  iocked  in their  barracks
from  4:00  in he  afternoon  until  7:00  the
next  rnoriiing.  Most  of  the P.O.W.s  lost

between  15 to 20 pounds.

Uncje  Louis  never  thought  about  being
captured  and  beeoming  a prisoner  of  war

(p.o.w.).  He always  thought  it would  be
someone  else;  or  that,  if  his  plane  went
down,  he would  die in the  crash. Uncle
Louis  was more  afraid  of  being  injured
than  of  dyixig.

Uncle  Louis  flew  in i(5 missions.  In  the
first  !5  missions  he never  got  a scratch.

Most  of  the time  he flew  in the waist  of
the plane.

The  waist  ofthe
plane  is the  gun

turret  in the beily

of  the  pJane. He
had his  choice

of  flying  in the

top  turret  or
the waist.  The

waist  was  colder,

sometimes  down
to 60 degrees

below  zero,  but
you  could  vvear
your  parachute
when  you  were
over  the  target.

The  only  protee-
tion  you  had  was
a flak  vest. i!

ies, Jr, Pifot;  MurrayA.  Knovvles, Co-Pilot,  Melvin  G Farber,

i/s J. Deslatte,  Engr  ; Jack  W. Smith, Top Gunner,  Lawrence
qtor.  Charles  R Murray,  Ball  Gunner.
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l fired  my  first  rourid  it  liit  5 inches  out  at

3 o'clock,  I gave  it focir  clicks  and  fired

mv  next  round.  hit  almost  tlie  same  place.

i i:aoved  5 niore  clicks.  Ti.'iis  tii'ne  I got

i'v!aggie's  drawers.  I fired  two  inore"and

received  Maggie's  drawers  both  tin'ies.

Tlven  l eoi'nplaincd  to  the range  officer.

Something  svrong  with  tt'iis  peaeelsaid..

The> double-elieckecl guess sshat the
target  was  clean.  The  target  to rny }eft  had

eight  hits  three  were  bulls.  I then  knesv

what happened.  N got  a bacl score  that  day,

but  l was  satisfied  that  l did  well.  a[liat

won't  !iappen  ;igain...  (Sliooting  another

mari's  targeti

Basic  training  went  alcing  pretty  smootli.

We  sang  songs  ;is  we  marched  froni  place

to place.

Orie  tliat  I remember:  (BE  KIND  TO

YOUR  WEBBED  FOOTED  N"RlhNDS

FOR  A  Dt:CK  A=IAY  BE  SOMEBODI[1S

!'vlO]IlHR  )...

Some  of  the  guvs  in the  rciotn  were  talk-

ing  about  tl'ie nice  giris  at the  beach  and

arourid  town.  Franklv  I dicin't  see any

all  tiie  timelvvas  at Miami  Beach.  Some

guys  everi  liad  dates.  Tliey  i'nust  liave

broug)it  them  with  tl'iein.  'l sure  didn't

see any.  (Ma)  be ) didn't  look)  didn't  care

neitlier...At  tliat  time  in iny  life  the  war

and tl'ie arn"i> was all I lipid O.n niy mind.
It  wasn't  long  no'w  we  are over  basic  anci

now  we get  assigned  to new  work  arid

school.  I now  am headed  for  Bucklev

Field  ixi Denver,  Colorado.  T<> study  '

Arinamexit,  riglit  dosxan iny  :illey.  Must

liavc  been  tlie  aptitude  test.

l leave  Miami  by train  to go  to Bucklev

Field.  It was  a lcixig  trip  tlie  way  t}iey

went.  We  ssicnt  all  tl'ie  wav  to  CAN,IF.  to

drop some lieopie  off tl'iere ani! i-eturxied
to Denver  to let  us cif-f. Who  knows  for

ivliat.  aiahe schocil  there  was  for  smali

arms.  The  Cal.45  ecilt  pistol,  the M-  l

Carbine  axid the  30.  Cal.  ir'iachir'ie  griri.

We  went  to SClloOl  evei)-  ilay  for  6 vvceks

for  sn-iall  arms  schocil.  We  le;u-ned  ail

tl'ie  p;irts  on" all  tliese  we:ipons.  (I d<"m't

know  if  the  other  gu)  s learneci  oi- not)

Tl'iis  school  }vaS great.  One  ii'istnictor  said

I should  instruct.  Because  of  the  wav  I
learned...

After  tliis  6 weeks  I moved  to LOWRY

FIELD  about  20  niiles  yvest.  It svas closer

to DENVER.

Now  I get  to learn  the (BIG  GUNS)...

Big  giins  are  Cal.  50  macliine  guns,  20

t'nm. Cannoi'i  and  tlie  biggest  I stuciied

ivere  the  40-ini'n.  caimon.  { studied  and

worked  oii  tl'ie guns  moi-e  to k'.notv  thein

and  strip  ttiem  ciosvi'i...Hsei-sthing  tiiere

was to knoiv tlie> taught us-. We even
learned to s>riclironize firing t)'irew the
props  of  airplanes.

Nc'i  c:ine knew  wliere  we  wocild  end  up,

so we leat-ned  al.l weapoxis.  Froin  the.45

to the  40  inm  and  ;all those  in bet'xseen.

Never  did  any  -firirig  at t}iis  schooL  On

tlic  Forti'i  tvcek  we  got  a pass  to go  to

tostn.  I ss'ent  to tiie  local  dance  hal]

where  ;ill  the  guvs  said  to go  I forget  wbo

went  along  with-me.  l didn't  fciiget  the

girl  I met  by the  name  ova Grace  Gaster.  K

still  reiriember  her  phone  # 6723  i yvent

to see her  one  n'icire  time  after  gunner,

training...  (I dictn't  remember  the  pltone  #

I liave  a book  svitli  all  that  stuff  ixi it.)

After  small  ztrt'ii trauiing  i was  sent  tc"+ 21

weekend  of  i-ange  work.  Just  to see iff

would like guiiner>11  guessi. Aiiy s:vay
we  c'lid son'ie  sl'iooting  and  liai'ixing  cirit

svith  some  of  the  cilder  Glos...  ffl'iy;vay
tiiis was a eamIi out in t}ie foot tiills of tlie
Rocky  Mcirintains.  T!iis  place  tvas  a rest

area  sxoliere yse just  did  routixie  yvork  and

rested  for  what  was  abead.

One  ctav tve  tvexit  after  a rattlesnake

tl'irit  was  in camp.  Tliat  niglit  at mess  ysie

licat-d  tlris  story.  One  of  tlie  pilots  told

that  one-day  in his  P-39  figliter  plane.  He

was  ;it  15,000  feet  ai'id noticed  dmvn  by

tl'ic  stick  a t-attlesnakc  coiled  up  tliei-e.  N{C

said  tliat  he pulled  tlie  canopy  and  rcilled

civer.  Flyirig  upsicie  dmvn  f"or a long  time

the  snake  would  not  fail  ciut.  ]'lie  tovsei-

saic! climb  to t'sventy  t!'iousand.  Then  tlie

snake  woultl  freeze  and  Colll(l  be thrmsr'i

ciut.  T)ie  pilot  lat-ided  with  tlie  snake  still

in tlie  plane.

'IN'liis  isas  a gocid  rest  befoore  l went  to

CiUNNERY  SC  HOOL.  Davis  'vNonthan

Field  l'iei-e I come.

Tueson,Arizoria  I never  left  tlie  field  all

tlie  time  ] vvas tliei-e  l neyer  Sa}% ClolVl]-

tmvn  Tucson  to this  dav  ancl ! %vaS there

for  tlie  next  3 moritl"is...

Gunnery  SClloO] vvas great,  we  first  uoent

to (t'ie range  ancl fired  sn'iall  arn'is  tl"ien  cip

to larger  }1 eapons.  30 C  al. maeliine  gt.ins

Oil the range.  The  next  tliing  vvas tci s['iciot

skeet...  tl'iey  lipid  sliot  guns  oil  a turret

ixistead  of  a tnachine  gun.  Tlie  next  t}iing

ys;is tbey  liad  the  trirret  on tt'ic  baek  of  a

pickup  truck.

Now  it gets  tricky  the  sl'iot  gui"i inoumed

on a turt-et  ot'i tbe  back  of  a pickup.  Now

we  ride  dmyn  tliis  road  ;tnd  witbout  ans

warning a clay pigeon polis up. You l'iave
tci liit  it :it  arounct  t!iii-ty  miles  per  liour.

Yoll  have  to ren'iember  tlie  sliot  gcin is

moruvted.  So you  liave  to  eatcb  up, lead.

and  fire.  Tiie  other  thinp.  you  are rnoi  -

ing  and  tl"ie target  comes  out  at different

angles.  '['his  is to sitnulate  airplane  move-

ment.  I busteci  24 riut  of  25 mv  best  score

(all  tinie)  witli  tlqis setup.

Tlie  xiext  tliixig  we  fired  50  Cal.  niacbine-

guns  on  the  range.  Tbc  thing  to do  vvas

tci fire  a burst  of  5 or  6 rcirmds  in order

to  keep  control  of  the  weapori.  At  a still

target  it svas o.k.  But  when  we  were

acquainted  svitll  tlie.50  Can. then  tve  went

to air  to aii- firino...  This  consisted  of  a

B-17  lciadedjust  like  it tvoulci  be over

seas.  T}ie  onl)  difference  was  wc  onl)

fired  tvaste  guns.  We  painted  our  bul-

leth So isoe ki'iew  hoiv  mans  hits  ssere  in

tlie  target  wliieN'i  yvas pulled  by an AI"-6.

"rhiS  is a funny  sititation  uie flew  over  tlie

Grand  Canycin  and  tired  n'iany  a thousand

rounci.  vsl"iere  today  it is a national  mc;inu-

ment.

Ai"ter  doing  t)'iis  foi"  a Jon;y time  sve got

orir  yt'ings  and  beeai'ne  (AERIAL  GUN-

NH.RS)  'N'he thing  ) forgot  to tell  is, it vvas

S(') iiot tliat wlien >on  were assignecl to a
plane  to go up  one  had  to run  from  wing

to wing  to sta)  in tlie  slaia<'lc avid keep

cool.  Otlier  wThse )ioci would  syveat  avid be

very  ixoet tt'ien  svlien  )ou  were  up it was

cold  up ;it  ten  tbousanc'l  feet.

Nm!  the  next  thing  yvas tci go  to one

nqore  SCl]oOl.  Ever)  one  on the  plane  has

to knciw two ioL+s So l chose i-aciio  school.
This  is a sboit  class  in radici  operation.

For  tliis  l iyent  to Salt  Lace City.  Utali.

The  class  didnl  last  to long.  I sxcnt  from

here  to ;i ] 5-dav  leave  before  going  o

to  be assigried  tci a crew  and  a airplaxie.

Wlien  l got  liome  some  of  the  things  1

did tvere crazy, like l brought home m>
CAL.45  pistol.  Pmi]  ar'id I shot  lioles  ixi

the  back  of  that  oid  Cl'ievv  that  ] men-

tioned  before.  MOM  sold'it  later  and  go:

a good  pi-iee  for  it bullet  lioles  anc'i all.

IDoii'ig  tlic  wai-  one  could  ncit  firid  any

good  cars.  N had  a gciod  time  telling  ali

about  tlie  sers  ice.  No  one  knew  anyt}iirig
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about  it. My  brother  Lawrence  was  over
seas now  and there  was no way  to know
where.  Some  of  the things  I did  was  go

:,'Y;::?,!:.,';a';h;:,,St:';'A: ::i.:::.h%'::H
November  now  and  getting  cold.  So the

things  to do were  limited.

After  the  leave  was  overlwent  to Mc-

CookA.  A. F. base in Nebraska.  }:Ierei
met  the crew.  We were  introduced  in a
mess  hall  meeting.  This  is what  all  the

training  was  for.  The  erewlwas  assigned
to seemed  pretty  nice  to me. I won't  go

into  detail  at this  time  because  most  every

one  has heard  most  stories  about  the  crew
an)/  way...

Duting  the next  few  weeks  we did  every

thing  as a crew.  So we could  become
adjusted  to each  other.  Then  we were  as-
signed  an Airplane.  After  this  we became

a squadron  781st.  And  the  group  was  the

465th.  Bomb  Group.

the second  sve could  see we were  hitting
close  to the bulls  eye.

Not  so! The  liome  base called  for  us

to return  to base. Our  hits  set fire  to a
lumberyard  in this  small  town.  Seems  we

were  off  target  by  a little  too  much.  No
one  to blame  here  there  was  two  more
planes  with  us and  they  were  doing  the

same  as we  were,

After  our  training  for  over  seas svas over

we had  a brief  lull  in  activity,  so four  of
us applied  for  a week  end  pass to Denver.
That  was Godwin,  Williams,  Gruber  and I.

I looked  up my  friend  Grace  that  l had
met  when  I! was  at Lowry  Field  before.
We had a nice  time  for  one  day  then  I

developed  an earaclie.  The  very  next
morning  it was so bad  l went  to sick  call

at Lowry  and  they  kept  me  over.  I had
been  to altitude  the  day  before  l went  on
leave,  with  a cold...  Coming  down  we

had  to go back  up  to clear  my  ears. It

Most  every  day now  some

three  or  four  of  the  planes
would  fly  some  where,  up north
or  some  where  out  west,

I remember  one such  flight  we
svere flying  west  over  Wyoming
and  run  t'ght  into  a snowstorm.
Hawkins  the  navigator  found

a sn'iall  airfield  so we tried  to
land,  the  only  lights  they  had

were  two  jeeps  sitting  at the

. %gdetoOfltahnedruOnwKay,nWdestdaiydeidnan-
in some  kind  of  a cowboy

bunkhouse.  You  can't  guess
how  cold  it  gets  in Wyorning
in January.  The  next  morning
we  ate breakfast  with  some
Firemen  and  soine  cowboys  tliat

were  on this  base.

By  the  way,  I just  looked  up the

name  of  the  field.  It  was  named
PLAINS  AIR  WAYS  WYO.

They  flesv  freight  out  of  there  when  the

weather  was  good.  It took  till  noon  to dig
tlie  B-24  out  of  the  snow  and  take  off  for

McCook  airfield.

One  ottier  mission  we wem  on was  a
navigation  trip  up to Chicago,  this  was
really  great  the  moon  was  full  and  tlte

snow  was  deep.  With  the bright  iriocin
and  all  O'Brien  flew  at abocit  3.000  feet,
Talk  aborit  gorgeous...  Going  along  abocit
200  miles  per  hour.  Can't  describe  the
feeling.

One  more  and  lwill  move  on. Tl'iis  one
was  a bombing  run  at night  on a bombing

range.  Seems  up noith  on tl'ie Nebraska
plains  is a pJaee where  they  had  a place

tci bomb  with  100 lb. bombs.  At  nig'ht
to find  it  they  had  lights  in a cross.  the

uillieTesrtbciet'hnegsIvheestbwulalssae}ieittiNetOoWwanbtohlal't3o
had  two  tnain  streets.  They  were  also  lit
up with  lights.

Now  it being  midnight  there  were  no
other  lights.  (DO  YOU  GET  THE  PIC-

TURE  YET)  So after  the first  run  then

think  [ could  handle.  We would  fire  the
guns  every  day  wliich  made  the  trip  go by

very  fast.

On  the crossing  there  was only  one
encounter  witli  the Geri'nans.  That  was

a SUBMARINE  tNie navy  destroyers
haxidled  it althocigh  we were  ready.  They
told  us to  just  fire  in  that  directicin  and  I

did.  For  about  an hour.  I understand  they
made  some  hits  with  depth  charges,  if
they  sunk  itldon't  know.

When  we got  to the  "ROCK"  tliere  were

a lot  of  sunken  ships  that  we  had  to ma-
neuver  around.  Our  first  stop  was  Noith
Africa.  We stayed  in Africa  for  about  3

weeks  long  enocigty  tci not  like  it. Some  of
tlie  things  that  went  on were  ctaazy. One

night  two  of  the guards  were  killed  for
what  who  knows,  It was so damn  dark
you  could  not  see your  own  hand  in front

of  your  eyes.  Igot  a cl'ianee  to see some

of  the  war  damage,  There  was  Ammo
everywhere  we were  told  to let  it

alone.  Some  of  the  guys  didn't  heed
the warning  and were  blown  up by

booby  traps...

lsurvived  North  Africa,  and went

on nortb  to I.taly.  Had  a one-day
stop  at Sicily,  Then  ori to Naples
I.taly. The  same  thing  applied  here
all  things  were  booby-trapped.  l

spent  about  a week  there  and  that
was  the titne  Mount  Vesuvius
Erupted.  That  was  very  nice  to
experience.  It  was  some  time  in the
spring  and  rain  was  biaek  and  even
some  snow  was  ditty.  We stayed  in
an oid  building  that  was.war  torn.
There  were  no windows  but  the
roof  was  still  on.

It  came  time  for  us to leave  the
engineers  had all  the  supplies  off
the  boat  and on a train.  That  was
the smallest  train  I ever  saw. The

train  was  loaded  with  every  thing

Harold  F. Achenback,  Thomas  J. O'Brien,  JosepJi  H. Saul,
Seth  H. Hawkins,  Horace  E. Williams,  Morris  G. Godwin

Front  row:  Quincy  F. Adams,  Kennard  R. Wiggins,
Carl  W. Gruber.  Paul  E. Gordon

didn't  wo'rk  too  well.  Now  l have  this  bad  we needed  to set up camp.

ear.lnthemeantimeweweretoshipout WhenwegothalfwaytoBari,thatis

on TLlesdaY of this week. wIhere  we  are going,  the  train  could  xiot
Every thing  turned  out  O.K.  I got  back  make  the grade,  All  the  personnel  liad  to
tobaseonTuesdayandhadtogetthings  getoffandwalk.Ithinkwewalkedhaifa
fixed  up, By  that  time  orders  were  cut,  day, Iremember  eating  lunch  on a hillside

They  were  going  to leave  me behind  for  over  looking  the  valley  it was  called  Pan-
a replacement.  O'Brien  came  thru,  two  tanella,  that  is where  we will  build  our

crevvs  had  to go by boat  while  the  others  air  field.  I didn't  know  at the  time,  but  we
flew  over  to Italy.  svere to stait  work  on laying  the mats  on

Our  crew  voiunteered  to go  by  boat,  now  the runway.
we are off  to New  Poit  News  Virginia.  The  operating  engineers  vvith  their  bull-

A)l  the ground  forces  were  at tbe boat  dozers  had  tbe  clearing  all  finished.  The

already.  '!Vhen  we  got  there  they  were  front  lines  uiere  just  20 miles  away.  Scime
loading  the boat.  times  we  cocild  !iear  the big  guns  blazing

As  luck  would  have  it beig  a gunner  away.  i suppose there were about 200
and  already  liad  the  gunnery  training.  T}ie  enlisted men out every day liutting  down
four  of  us the satne  guys  that  were  on  tlie runway iraats. Jt took two xrien on eaeb
the lost  week  end in Denver  signed  on as mat to carry it and cvery 3rd one had to
gunners  on the trip  over...  With  just  two  be staked  down  to prevent  slipping...
DADS brlefillg  We were nOW naVY gunners The jobs  were  flexible  and long as we
for  29 days.  worked,  it didn't  matter  bhat  job.  so we

Iwasassigneda20-mmonAdeckgun  switehedofffromplacetoplaceandjob
witl'i  a navy  man  as loader.  The  druins  i(')jab...
of  Ammo  were  pretty  darn  heavy.  I don't  cont.  pg.  6
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Tiie  airstrip  is finislicJ  ai'id the planes  are
stay-ting  to come  in. The  people  that  flew

over  are coming  in first.  Tliey  flew  in frorry

South ,a%meric;'i and tlien were tumg Lll) in
Africa.

l'hey  tell  us that  our  crew  will  get  a new
plane  fert'ted  in tliis  next  week.

Our  p!axie came  in ;ind  it is newer  tlian
any of  the rest. Nt was  ivorth  svaitixig  for.

Nosv  with  a little  training  we fly  over  t[ie
Adriatie  Sea every  day  Ilo!v  tvaiting  for
Ilie  day vve go ixi combat.  Tlie  word  is nevt

week  sornetiriie  sve will  get  orders  to go
on ollJ" first  eon'itat  mission...

We  used  up most  ci{oour  off  tiine  re;'idy-
ixig up the tents  and  mess  hall...  l,as flying

perso'imel made ready b> dciing guimery
and flying  forntation  wliieh  is very  irn)xixi-
tai'it  to keep  tlie  enemy  aircraft  from  flying
betiveen  our  planes...

Well  the fit-st tnission  came  in, tlie  target
vvas the tmvn  rifo (PODGORICA,
\UGOSLA'VtA)  -r]iere  were  some
Gertnan  trciops  concentrated  there,  tliis
lVaS supposeci  to be a MILK  RUN!
I tl'iougbt  they  didn't  sboot  at )iou  on a
n"iission  like  this-anyway  we  gcit back
safe  and did  OL]r job.

T}iat  riumber  cine is over  and we are reads
fcir  tl'ie next  n'iissicin.  By  the way  the date'
of  this  first  x'nissicin  was  May  5th )944....
l wori't  go it'ito  detail  ;'ibout  ;'nost  of  the
soities  that  were  flosvyi  ancl that  I tvent  on
at this  time.

Things  began  to get  a little  worse  as tl'ie
days  went  past.  Tlic  781st  Bomb  (That's
us) Squadmn  flew  21 mission  in tlie  n'ionth
of  May.  l went  on 13 of  tiietn  that  is a
pretty  gocid i-ecord  from  'svhere l stanc'l.
l went  oil  €4 missions  in Jurie  and in July
(5....

,Tuly was bad tuck  times  on the 19tli  I
went  to Munich,  Germany  to bomb  the

Al]ach  Air  Craft  Factorv.  Not  c"+nlv did
yve enccyunter  lc':its of  fighters  but  also  sse
yvere hit  many  tii"iies  with  anti  aircr;ift  fire.
(Flak)  uie just  barely;  rnitde  it back  to Ita]y

crashed  lanc'led ixi ;i wheat  field  ncirth  of
tlie  base. Oll  tliis  mission  we all  got  the
D.F.C.

Tlie  inontli  of  Julv  i944  vyill  be cine J'll

ncit forget 3EVER). l shot dotvn  a
Lie  - 109 received  t)ie air  inedal  (3 times)
and  received  the So]diers  Medal...

On  July  22, 1944  I went  on ;i mission  to
tlic  Ploesti  Oil  Fields  in Rumania.  I"his
was  the worst  of  then"i ail ive lost  tlie  air
plane.

'We  ii'ere  liit  by i'vle-l09's  ;ind  wliritever
eh>e  the Gei-n'ians  could  send up. After
that  yve were  alinost  to tlie  Adriatic  Sea

and were  hit  witli  figliters  again  theri  more
flack.  We crasbed  and that  was  tlie  enci cif
tlie  war  for  i'ne... I will  not  go into  details
all:}' lnOrC.

So in Ju]y  I had 8 more  missions  foi- a
total  (')l" 35. icould  sa)  i'nore  on ti'iis
subject,  but  for  IlOlv  i should  let it rest.

At  onc tin'ie  wl'icn  l was  resting  I inet  a

>'orrng bc+y naine of }ilNCE.  Tliis  young
n'ian ;ibout  tsselte  years  ol(l  eairie  tci Italy
befxire  tlie  xsar witl'i  liis  parents  ;it'id  the)

were  both  killed  during  an air  raid.  So he
hacl no prcxif  l'ie was an Ai'neriean.  We

let l'iii'n stav in our  terit and he sl'iowecl  us
arciund  t!ie'eity  riear  by. (HARI)

One  mcire  thing  svlii!e  Iwas  inItalyl

foiuid out m> brcitlier Lawrence yvas ;it
Foggia  an air  b;ise  40 miles  to the  west  cif
where  Paxitanell;i  is.  Lassrence  was viSit-
ing  me tlie  day  of  tlie  2211(1 of  July' wheii
we failed  to reffirn.

He  must  l"iave l'iac'l bad couple  days.  I.t took
aboat  4 days  for  us to return  to base.  One
of  the first  things  I did  '+V;:IS gO OVer axid tell
l'iin'i l was  O-K.

"We  cra.shed  and  that  was  the  end  of  the  war  for  me....
I will  not  go  into  details  any  more"

After  a brief  rest  (2 wceksi  I was  sew
back  to the states,  and stayed  iyi a coxiva-
lescent  Hospital  for  6 inonths  at Paw}ixig.
Nesv '\'ot-k...

The  idea  here  was tci get  yocir  nerves  back.

Wlien >ou lose it, one has a hard time get-
tixig  back  to normal  (whatever  riormal  is)
l had all kind  of  treatments  to get settled
dosvn.

Mostly  to just  do tliings.  they  had  classes

alinadd dS'i)'i(n)clfess',ln}(,of wOenlleTX'ii[gmSlasIli'vrc'4li!dfc'l'lo'!is
15 minute  radio  sliow  froin  there  orice  a
rnontli.  l was  OII his show  oncc.just  for
a couple  questions.  Thet'i  cine ciay a radio
s}'iow  called  "  }VIN  A Fig"  came  to tlie
hospital...  By  tlie  way  this  peace uzas once
Vassar  College  for  girls  ami they  shut

down  this  part  for  the war  to have  room
for  meat coming  liomc  fi-orn  osicr  seas.

AN  'l"%'AY  GETTING  BACK  TO  WIN  A
FIN.  } lVaS  selected  to try my  luck.  Tliere,

was  a puncb  bowl  with  subjects  in it. l svas
to draw  one.  You  have  to talk  t'or  one
minute  wliile  tlie  host drcips  quarters  in ci

milk  liottlc.  My  sutyject  svas girls  I had a
)iard  tin'ie  tacking  iaor r,>vie inimite  ol'l  tliat

sut,ject  anyway.'l  got rny "FIN"  $5.00  So
every  Olle  'yll21S Fl21pp}.

W!'ii!eitvas  at Pawling  one ssreekl  woci!d
eci home  and t!ie  next  week  l stay  at the
Bospital.  I-cits  cif  t!'iings  happen  in a xveek's
time.  Tl"iev  l'irid all kind  of" classes  and  old
fe]').osv Stanley  Missiuda  sliowed  me liow
tci slicxit  pool.  I nevei"  had the ripporttmity

tyefore.

One  Sundav  I vvent tci cNiui-eh, ;i nice  girl
sat besicie  n'ie. 'vVe became  i"riends  €-or tlie
rest  of  the tixne  ] ty'as ;it  tlie  sdicicil...

This  gir(  cal]cd  me =SHAKH'r"a  mostl).o

becacise cif tlie plane crash.  I 1% aS icist Itav-
ing  a tuft.  time  with  my xxerves.

All  my life  l hac'l iots  of  names  given  t'ne...

Sonie  cif tl'iet'n s:'ere !Vl("y.  WIGGLES.

KHN.  KENN'k"  SHAK.H\  Tl-NE FARMtER,
"!"ROOPER,  THE  COOKfflH  KID.  POP,
DAD.  BOYAND  HEY  BOY...SomeI
iiked  and  SOITIL' I didn't.  I liked
KENN.ARD  best.

01]  one  of  tliose  going  liome  trips  I met

MARNAN  LEE  DEPUTY.  I liked  to go
rciller  skating  So on oyie of
those  outings  at ti"ie rink  I inet
MARIAN  LEE  and her  frierid
Rut!'i  Hasten.  I ysocild  chase
both  girds ar<.iund  the rink,  ancl
one day
MARIAN  LEE  eacigiit  ine.
We were  inarried  c:in July
18, 1945.

Asl'icii-t  time  after  that  I waS

sent to Albany,  Georgia.  It was
tlie  hot  time  of  the year  ai'xd
I got  tri spend  it in a swamp.

MARIAN  I[,EE  came  down  for
a couple  inonths  September  ;uid
October  and then  in Ncwember
l was discharged  frciin  the.Air
Force  fo'i- gooct

The  time  spent  in Ga. turned
out  O.K.  I vvas in cliarge  of  some  Gerinan
WElr

prisonei-s  that  wcirked  in t)ie maeliine  shop

At Tumer  Field. Tlie prisoners  were.icist
like  uS i"iard working  arid a lot  of  futi.  I'nn
glad  I got  to knosv  tiiein.  T think  it tcxik
some  of  tl'ie presscires  of-f  being  shot  down
and all...

Wlien  I was  a teenagei-  ine  and a lot  cif
friends  arounci  NE'vV  CASI-LE  made

model airplanes. V5 hrotlier  I,AW-
RENCE  was  the best. Rasrnond  Evaxis
svas his  equal...  '

Well  vvhile  in Georgia  waiting  to get  out
disehargel  I i'n;ide  a P-51 MUSTANG.  It
was rather  nice  and l everi  put  the erigine
in the reai-  like  the i-eal tliing.

So  it came  time  to be discliargeci  and  after
all the routine  tliingsl  still  had  my  P-5i.

The  only  thing  l could  do was  hand  carry
it to DEN-AWARE.

We (MARIAN  LEE  and ] ) got  our  train

tickets  and.cliinbed  on tlie  train  for
Wilinington...  There  were  Jio  seats the
train  svas full.  J stood  iri betweeri  t'ars

till some wiiere in Virginia  with licolile
cciinplitining  all  tlie  way.  M."iRIAN  LEE

got  a seat along  the way  some  wliere.  I gea
a seat ai-ciund  Ricim'iond,  Virginia....

Scime  trip  hon'ie  after  So n'iuch  travelii'ig
for  the past tliree  years.

Tbe  war  is over  and  Anieriea  is ready  to
s(art  os er  and  build  tiaek  up...

and  thev  sure  did!!
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5 MAY  1944.....
The 465th  GOES TO WAR

nT46h5etE:h,,Ben?s':s First Mission- May 5, 1944
A 465tli  Borxib  Group  practice  missior'i

preparation and briefing ti.oas held on 2 %4a>
1944.

Oxi tlxe everiing of tliat da> the first ope.ra-
tiorial  field  orcter was received.

Ti'ie  465th  Bcimb  Group  prepared  to fly it'-'

first  ccimbat  niissiox'i  oil 3 Mav  1944  as a

liart  of tlie 55th Boinbardrnenot Wing (H),
Fifteent)i  Air  Force.

Tlie  target tci be attacked  was the town  of
Podgoriea.  \ugoslayia.  wherc  German  troop
concentrations  were knciwi'i  to be located.

Weather  canceled  this inissicm  sit the last

minute  and alsci kept  the planes  gi-ciunded Oll

tlie 4th.

However  tlie  5th brought  goocl sveather and
tlie  first  mission  was flowri  witli  the same
target,  Podgciriea.  Yugoslavia.  as t)'ie
61,jective.

78ist  Bomb  Squadron  Pilots  flying  this first
III]SSIOI'l  Were:

Ma.i. Cli;irles  F: McKenna. INI, Lt. Lewis  M.
Roberts,  Lt. Pliilip  F: Schuster,  L.t. Jon':in R.

Diekey,  Lt. Raymonc'l  D. Cauble.  Lt.Jcie  M.
Athoii,  Jr., Lt. Robert  J. Smitli.  Lt. Ray W
Hurd.  I,t. Robert  l,. Shetterly  and Lt. Charles
S' Stennerson.  Hank  Willert'f:ew  as Co-Pilot
for  Coi.'itkinsoi'i's.  55tli  Wing  Comi'i'iander.

All  Cretsos returned  svithout  dan"iage or I(')SS.
Ti"ie Group's  i-esults were excellent  ivitii
severe daianage inflicted.

As the 465tb Bombardirient Group (i-{eavy)
ss ith B-24s  became  operational  it made a
tcital of  20 heavy  bcin"iber groups  ciperational
iti  tlie Fifteenth  Air  Force.

On  that  date  May  5, 1944.  combined  uith
otl'ier  units  cif the [JS ARM\AIR  FORCES
.'v4El)ITERRANHAN  Theatre:

STRATE(]C  OPERATIONS  (]5th  AF)
chronic]ed  the followinq:

640+  bombers  (tt'ie lai'gest  force  to date)
;ittack  targets  in Rru'nania  and Yugoslayia:

tlie B-i7s  liit  marshallirig  )iards at Ploebti/
Campina  and Brasnov.  Rumania;  the B-24S
hit  the marshalling  yard ;it P]oesti  and toop
concentrations  at Podgoricti,  Yugc:islavia;
fighters  fly 240+  sc'iities in support.

TACTICALOPERATIONS  (]2th,AF)  in

Ntaly:- A-20s  bornli  a supply  dump  West of
Albano  l,azialt':
XH  Tactical  Air  Camm"iandA-36s,  P-47S and
})-40s fly 24 missions  cutting  rail  lines

N and N}- of  Roine.  arid hitting  guns N of
the.Anzio  beaehl"iead  and N of  (;cieta  and ;i

ciump near Fraseati;  bridges  at ()rvieto  an-d W

ofl-ake Bolsei'ia are damaged b> direct l"iits,
;i barge at San Stefano  al Mare  is hit, several

ti-ucks destrovect  or ctai'riaeed.rail  lines are cut
in severa] p!;;ces near Ses?i Bagi'ii  and aircraft
are hit at the Omixio  laridir'ig  grourid.

A flig!it  cif the 5t!i (:'ombat  A/lapping  Sqd.

3d Phcitcigraphic Grriup (Reecin). olierating
from  San Severo.  Italy,  returns  to base at
Poi'niglianci.  Italy  with  F-5s.

:oer5rAl:rSFh%"ucWr
Sleeve  Insignia

The  shoulder  sleeve  insignia  worri  by all
personnel  of  the Army  Air  Forces  (AAF)
wherever  staticined  ivas  approved  on 23
February  1942.

The  patcl'i  was  designed  by Mr.  James  T.
Ratvls,  an artist  and  a meinber  of  GeneraR
Ai-nold's  staff.  He made  many  designs,
most  ineorporating  pilot  wings,  but  Arnold

rejected  them  alL

Rawls,  dejected  by  his lack  of  success,

was shown  a picture  of  British  Prime
Minister  Winston  ChurchilJ  giving  his
well-known  "V  for  Victory"  sign.

Rawls  tnade  a quick  sketch  bendixig  the
wings  up,  and Arnold  said,  "That's  just
whatl  vanted."

Gen.  A'i-nold
incidentaI!Is.  is

said  to haye

j  1917  when  lie

in reeulaticiiais  as
fcilloyvs

On  an ultramarine  disc
(2-5/8"  ciia.)  is imposed  in ilie  lmver  seg-
mem  a }Vhite  Star  (l-  1,/8" point  to point)
svith a red disk  superimposed  and  covering
the the entire  cetiter  cif  tlie  Star.

Suririounting  tiie  Star  are two  stylized
wings  extending  upvsard  and outvsard  at a
45 degree-aiigle.

The  ultramarine  disk  represents  the
medium  in which  the.Air  Forces  operated,
and the  wliite  star  with  red disk  was  tlie

identifying  mnbol  of  U.S.  Army  and Navy

aii-lilanes  since  1921.  (The  red disk  svas
ren'ioved  fron"i  ;iir('raft  inarkings  in 1942  to
prevent  confusion  ivitli  Japanese  insignia.)

The  golden  wings  symbolize  victorious
operation.

On  2 Mat-ch  1943.  slioulder  sleeve  insignia
tvere  autliorized  for  eac!i  overseas  air
force,  and  the wii'iged  star  was  limited  to

those  AAF  personnel  not in overseas  Colll-
rnands.

On  25 June 1')43,  personnel  in all air
forces.  incl'iiding  those  in the United
States.  vsaere authorized  distinctive
insignia.  and  only  HcadqriartersAAF  arid
;i feyv otlier  independent  ccimmands  contin-
ued to wear  the winged  star.

it  is somctiincs  kriciwn  as tlic  Hap  Arnold

en'iblein,  named  for  Geiieral  Henry  H.
Arnold  who  commanded  tlieAAF  in
World  Waril.

Altliciugh  tiie  patch  is nci !cii'iger  svorn  on
Air  Force  uniforn-is,  the design  appears  oll

'L).S. A.ir  Force  cn.iiforyn  buttons.

Treasure  Report

Ken  Kill,  our  esteemed  Treasurer,  assisted
by his very  capable  staff,  wife  Betty  and

daughter  Patty,  report  that  dues  have  been
arriving  steadily  along  with  a surprisingly
numbe'r  of  new  applications  applying  to
become  Associate  Members  of  the 781st
Bomb  Group  Association.
The  future  of  our  Group  will  ultimately
depend  on t}ie  success  and dedication  of
those  individuals.

Hi-Def  TV
CONVERSION
DEADLINE  NEARS

On February  17, 2009,  federal  law  re-
quires  tliat  all  full-power  television  broad-
CaST Sfal!()nS  S'f(ip hrOadCaStmg  !I'l anal()g
forn"iat  and broadcast  onlx  in

digital  format.

Coiigress  tnandated  the conversion  to
all-digital  television  brciadcasting,  also

krioivn  as tlie  digital  television  (DTVI
transition,  because  ale-digital broadcasting

!ill  free ill)  i"reqcieneies for public safetv
coinmunications  (sueli  as police.  fire,  and
emergency  rescue).  Also.  digital  is a morc
ei-ficient  transmission  technology  that
allows  broadcast  stations  to offer  im-
proved  pictru-e  ;ind  sciund  quality,  as well
as offer  more  prograinming  optioris  for
consumers  througli  inultiple  broadcast
strean'is  (multicasting).  In additic'ii'i,  some
of  the freeci  up frequencies  ysaill be used
for  adtanccd  cominercial  wireless  ser-
vices  for  ctmsumers.

As  of Mav  25. 2007  a)l television  equip-

tnent beini  scilci sl'niuld ccmtain a c'ligita!
tuner,  or  should  be identified  ;it tlie  point-
of-sale  as not  having  one. Be sure  to look
for  this  label  if  yciu are purcli;ising  a new

After  February  17, 2(10!), you  tvill  be able
tci receive  and view  civer-tlie-air  ciigital

converter  box

Between.January  1, 2008,  axid March
3 ]. 2009.  all U.S.  liouseholds  will  be
able  to request  up to two  coupons.  woi-U)i
$40 each,  to be used toward  tl'ie future
prirchase  of  e.ligible  digital-to-analog
eonvexter  boxes.

Eligible  ecinveiter  boxes  are Jacir the Coll-
version  of  over-the-air  digita!  televisicin
signals,  ;ind  ti'ierefcire  are tiot  intended  for

analog TVS connected tci a liaid pi-ovider
SIICII as cable  or satellite  TV  service.

Tlie  National  Telecommunicaticins  and
!nformationAdrninatstration  (N'I-I.A)  is

aryd'iolnre'ni'n'fIo'lr:i'!ttirlylct'i,ct?ils'i)tOtrhl !)lNoT"la,A[nweF'b0sl:tc
at www.dtv2009.gov.

Tlie  Conm'iissiot'i's  I)TV  wcbsitc,

wiviv.dtv.gov,  als<i lirovides  infot-mation
for  corrsumers  owl tlic  ripeoming  digital-to-
analog  convciter  box. coupon  program.
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SA/SngtAKeun'noarbd'RooWerrta'8ihgXns
.,lallsNtGBsun4n6;,r,a OBG'Brli5etnll AC,rew

Emered  service

01Th 25 Feb 1943,
discharged  frcim

active  service  20

October  1945.
Flew  from  Pan-

tanella  Army  Air

Base  (South  of
CerignoNa  xiear
Bari)  in ltaly

witl'i  the I 5tl'i Air
Force,  55th  Wing,
465th  Group.

781st  Squadron.
35 Combat  Mis-

sions,  i68:55
Flying  Hours  in

Combat,  as ball  turret  gunner  in B-24

aircraft(Belly  gun).  Aerial  gut!nery
crediteci  with  destruction  of  one  enemy
Me-i09  Fighter  Plane  (July  1944).
Enlisted  in Delaware  Air  National  Guard
(142nd  Figfiter  Squadron)  6 September

1946  (Charter  tnember)  and  discharged
24 January  1951.

Decorations  andAwards:
Soldiers  Medal

Distinguished  Flying  Cross
Air  Medal  with  tvo  devices

)The  European-African-Middle  Easteian
'Il'heater  Ribbon  with  5 Bronze  Stars

Good  Coxiduct  Medal
Distinguished  Unit  Badge

Aerial  gunnerAviation  Badge
Sharpshooter  Badge

Overseas  Service  Bar

Soldier's  Meda!-Crash  Landing
Gruber  killed  ixi crash

Crew  # 3-H-262:  HQ  465th  BG  AAF,

AAB  MeCook,  Nebraska,  I Jan  1944
Thomas  O'Brien,  Pilot

Joseph  H. Saul  Jr. Co-pilot
Haro}d  F. Achenback,  Boibardier

Seth  H. Hawkins  J., Navigator

Sgt  Horaee  E. Williams,  Flight  Engineer
Sgt  Paul  E. Gordon  Jr., Nose  Gunner

Sgt  Cart  W. Gruber,  Radio  Operatcir
Sgt  Quincy  F. Adatns,  Tail  Gunner

Sgt  Morris  G. Godw-in,  Gunner
Sgt  Kennard  R. Wiggins,  Ball  Gunner

GFF  WE  GG  INTG
THE  WILD  BLU...

Autobiography

by  Kenna'i-d  R.  Wiggins  Sr

Now  ifl  say l was  to be drafted  you
svould  be right.  Only  l will  say its

time  for  4e  to go into  the "ARMED
aORCES".  I went  tci Fort  Dix  in NEW

uRSEY.  From  there I went  to tlie  ANR
FORCE  in MIAMI  FLORIDA.  For  my
basic  training...  071 the  train  frcim  New

Jersey  the  temperature  got  miglity  cold

781st  BS...  O'Brien  Crew

going  tItirough
the mountains  in

West  Virginia.
Ndon't  know
wl"iy  we  went

ttiat  way  took  a

whole  day. Sure
was  warm  when
sve arrived.

N went  on a bus

over  to Miami
Beach.  I was  put
in a hotel  on the

beach.  The  Presi-
dent  Madison

was  the  name..

I was thinking
is this  the way  it
is l can take  tliis

very  well,  And
there  is the ocean.
You  won't  believe  it about  the first  two

weeks  went  bye-  bye  before  X wet  a toe.a
(Except  the  shower).  One  of  the  first

things  we did  after  we were  assigned  to

quarters  was  take  a test. (I. Q.)  tliis  svas
to find  out  what  you  were  suited  for.  T
sure  was  glad  I went  to trade  schoo}  now.
Most  the guys  only  had High  sehooi  and
were  fresh  out  at that.  I scored  129  on my
first  test  and 135  the  secoxid  time.  I found

out  don't  skip  a question  take  a guess  yori
could  be right.  Skipping  a question  is the
same  as a wrong  answer.

After  living  in Delaware  all  my  days,
Miami  Beach  seemed  rather  hot  to me.

The  first  week  almost  every  one  ended
up with  sunburn.  (Me  too)  We had some
classes  to inform  us of  what  the  Air  Force
was  about  and  lots  of  drill  and  roli  call  at

least  four  times  a day.  The  inarching  in
the hot  sun was  a killer  inspection  and  K.

P. seexned  to be the  order  of  the  day.

This  may  bore  some  people  but  N'm on
a roll  now.  l had forgot  inost  the  routine
Most  of  it is coming  back  to i'ne now.

About  once  or  twice  a week  they  had  a
parade  for  some  High

Brass,  or  senator.  Most
the time  was  drill  and
picking  up cigarette

butts  I don't  knov
wiiere  they  came  from

Soldiers  in their  right
mind  would  not  throw

them  down.  One  driil
Sergeaxit  told  cis how  to

field  strip  a butt.  N did

siot smoke.  You  tear
the butt  and  dump  tbe

tobacco  on the ground

and roil tlie liaper  into a
little  bee bee and  stump

it all in the  ground.  The
parac'le grounds  were

some  sort  of  park  with
nO  trees. Some  times  we
wiririld  march  20 abreast

and  20 deep  400  guys  try-

I st !%4issicxri  pt'icytty  by  Frztrik  Ax"iibrtise

L to R-Front:  Wiggins,  Adan'is,  Gruber,  Godwixi,  Williarns

Standixig:  Hawkins.  Aclienback,  Col  Atkinsoxi  (Acting
Pilot),  I,t.  Willet  (Acting  Co-P:!ot).  Absent:  Got-don

tiank.%'ilirose  totci

ing  to keep  in step  and  we were  all  rook-
ies this  was  what  they  call  Basic  Train-

ing...  One  thing  we  had  to learn  tl'ie M-l

rifle  so to learn  it we had  to dismantle  it

blind  folded.  This  was  to insure  that  if
tliere  was  a maNfunction  in the dark  some

time  you  were  able  to fix  it (the  rifle)  so
you  would  carefully  lay  the parts  down
as they  came  out.  When  you  were  to  put
them  back  they  would  fit  nicely.  Once
in a wbile  the  ixistnictor  would  move  or

repiace  a part.  You  better  knosv  where
things  go or  you  failed  tlie  test.

I was  so conscientious  about  learning
everything  that  I listened  very  carefully...

After  we }earned  all the parts  of  a rifle
we went  to the R'NFI,E  RANGE.  Tliis  is
what  l been  waiting  for.  It  seemed  like  we

rode  for  about  two  hours  in the back  of  a
truck  down  a dusty  road.  After  we arrived
there  we did  a lot  of  dry  firing.  That  is

sight  on the target  and then  squeeze  one
off. If  and when  the rifle  siglit  stayed  on
tlie  target  you  did  well,  after  you  did  this

five or six times. The range officer  fg,ave
you  a round  to shoot.
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,Amei-ican  P.O.W.s  ttiat  Lncle  [,ouis  ssa.';

1{  itb spent  a i-evv days  in a Britisli  P.C).}\

eai'np.  Tl'ie  British  P.O.}V.s  seemed  to

have  an easier  tiine  getting  their  Red  Cross

,cippiies.  The  An'ierieai'is  u;ere  starving

eten  t)iorigh  tl'ie British  liacl  a ware!touse

full  of  Britisb  Rect C}"oSS parcets.  They

retauseci to sh;ire  vvitli  the  Americans.  Tl'ie

Ar'iierican  prison  eainp  near  by gave  theni

tl'ieir  socip  so tliey  COL}I(I survite.

For  ;i tiine  '[Jnele  Louis  thought  lie  }vaS

going  to starve.  Tlie  sergeaxxt  in cliarge

finally  got  theri'i  sciine  Red  Cross  parcels.

Tliere vsere a mmiber of da>rs Uncle Louis
thocigl"it  the  end  vvas near. All  lie  cx-yuld do

uias  take  it cyne day :it  a tiine.  Wtiei'i  tl'ie)

were  ixi ear-np,  the;  read  b<'x'iks,  pla).oed

checkers,  and  walkec[  around  the  corn-

pound  to pass  tl'ie  tiine.  His  fiunily  back

liome  si'as tl"ae. furttiest  tbing  frum  his  mind.

He xnostly  tbot.iglit  about  surviving.

In Fetyruarv.  1945,  tie  Germans  tolct  tbe

P.O.'vV.s  tliey  svere  gciing  (')n a tliree  da)

inarch.  'R'he niareli  I.asted  tliree  montlis.  Jt

!vaS 15 degrees  and  there  were  14 ixiehes

of  snotv  011

the  ground.

They  yvere

marebed

across  Poland

and  across

xiorthern

German>
near  to Ham-

burg.  Many

died  alons

the  march.

They  slept  in

tarns,  along

the  road,  ;ind

Louis.l.  r)eSlatte  "'  Ill"  fOrCSf-
The  march

cosered  600  miles.  No  one  knmvs  )'iow

triany  nien  died  in the  march.  T)qe P.O.W.s

wtio  survived  uere  finaHy  freecl  by the  AN-

lies  during  the  spring  of  1945.

Tlie  day  he was  freed  from  being  a

P.O.W.,  [',nele  I,ouis  feat like  he [iad  "diecl

and  gcine  to heasen."  There  is no 1{'as to

describe  Iiis  ei'notions  even  to  tliis  day.

After  calling  home  lie  ate :ind  ate and  ate.

Aftei-  he returned  liome,  he leJ-t tlie,Air

Force,  though  tt'iere  wcrc  days  hc wished

lie had stayed in. He would neverioin
the Army, but he would.ioixi the Air
F'orce  agairi  if  tliere  was  a svar.  Back  in

his  younger  da)  s, it was  something  else

if  you  l'iad those  tvings  pinned  oil  your

eliest.  \ou  considerect  yorirself  soinethine

special,  but  it ciidn't  feel  s)iecial  wl*en  they

started  shooting  at yciu.

Uncle  I,ouis  turned  80 in !)ecetnber,  2003.

My  grandt'aa(her  said  Uncle  Louis  lias

oilwavs  beer'i  liis  lierci  and  ttiat  his  (?nele  is

Iqc reason  he joined  theAir  Force.

T(') ti'iis cta> [-'.ncle Lciuis is proud to l'iaxe
served  liis  country  and  would  r:hi it all  over

agaljl-

I am  honored  arad  proud  to  have

Uncle  Louis  as my  uncle.

HQNQR  FLIGHT  QRGANIZATIQN

FLYS  VETS  TO  DC  AT  NQ  CC)ST

The  Honor  Fljgtit  Organization  is a non

profit  xirgaxiization  created  to fly  Military

Veterans  to  Washington,  DC  to  visit  and

reflect  at their  memcirials  absolutly  free.

Across  America,  abciut  1,200  WWI}

Veterans  pass  away  every  day  and  top  pri-

ority  for  fligl'its  are given  to  those  senior

veteran  WW  Nl survivors  along  with  tliose

otlier  veteraxis  that  may  be terniinally  ill.

The  Honor  Fligbt's  organization  is

committed  to  transport  those  veterans  that

have  never  been  able  to  visit  the  various

national  mei'norials.  The  memorials  con-

structedlo  do them  tionors  for  the  service

and  sacrifice  of  their  and  tlieir  brothers

and  sisters  in arms.

All  such  veterans,  regardless  of  the  Coil-

fliet  they  participated  in (Korea,  Vietnam,

Desert  Storm,  Traqi  Freedom.  etc),  who

wish  to visit  our  nation's  existing  mernoii-

als,  will  be invited  to  do  so.

Specifical]y,  this  program  includes  ALL

veterans,  even  younger  veterans  Who

participated  in  recent  conflicts  for  which  a

national  rneinorial  does  not  exist.

'lhe  Honor  Flight  Network,  feels  all

veteraits  should  have  an opportuxiity  to

clearly  see  and  appreciate  how  our  nation

honors  those  who  were  sviliing  to iay

down  their  very  lives  in  service  to  our

country.

Honor  Flight  pledges  to do  whatever  it

takes  to  fulfill  the  dreams  of  veterans  and,

very  importantly,  our  se.nior  heroes  to

travel  absolutely  free.

Honor  Flight  first  flesv  with  six  si'nall

planes  flying  12 WW  II veterans,

in May  2005  departing  from  Springfield,

Ohio,

In  2006,  with  a waiting  list.  of  veterans

expanding rapidly, them transitioned  to
commercial  airline  carriers  to  accommo-

date  the  maxin'ntrn  number  of  veterans  as

liossible.

Partnering  with  HonorAir  in

Hendersonville,  North  Carolina  and  Hero

Flight  in Provo.  Utah,  they  formed  the

&'Honor  Fligtnt  Network."

in  2007  they  aggressively  expanded  their

progran'i  to  otber  cities  across  the  xiation.

A  special  category  of  veterans  coxicerned

for  are  all  those  w!io  served  in  uniforiri

that  were  recently  diagnosed.with  a

terminal  illness.  This  special  category

of  veterans  are  referred  to as "TLC's,"

xrieaning  "Their  Last  Chance".

TLC's  are given top liriority.  Everything
possible  is being  done  to ensure  such

veterans  are  accommodated  on the  very

next  flight,  regardless  of  their  !ocation.

The  veteran  is not  required  to pay  for

AN\THING,  unless  they  choose  to

purchase  souvenirs.

if  70L1 0r SOmeOne you know meets this
criteria,  please  contact:

Mr.  MeLaughlin

at  (614)  237-3086

or  (6]4)  558-6220

TAX  RELIEF  CHECK  REBATE  DATES

RELIEF  CHECKS,  IT  IS SCHE.DULED  BY  THE.  LAST  2 NUMBERS

QF YOUR  SGCIAL  SECURITY  NU?vtBER.  IF YQU  FILED  A JO:mT

RETURN  IT  iL  BE  UNDER  THE  HUSBANDS  SOCIAL

SECURITY  NUMBER

NO 19

20 - 29

30 - 39

40  - 49

50 - 59

60 - 69

70 - 79

80 - 89

90 - 99

July  23

July  30

August  6

August  i3

August20

August  27

Sept  3

Sept. kO

Sept  17

Sept  24

Fored  taxpayers  wbo  fined a jointreturn,  the fu'st  Social  Security

Number  on the rebun  detertmes  the mNljng  date
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(108  REUNION  NEWS  ')

. Ron  repoits  that  he and
his  co-cliair  persot'i,

Carole.  aided  by his able

staff  of  two  sons,  G'i-egg
and Roger,  have  been  in

constant  touch  witli  the  Air
Force  Museum  in Dayton
tieing  up a multitude  of

loose  strings.

Carcile  and  he are deter-
mined  to niake  tlie  reunion

the  best  ever.

Efforts  are  being  made

to  piace  the  B-24  on

display'f6r'ffie  vets  in  our  group  to

tour

They  want  to  remind  everyone  that  the

block  of  rooms  the Hope  Hotel  has

reserved  for  our  reunion  is at the  rate

of  $65. and the Reservation  cut-off
date  is September  5, 2008.

In  order  to  keep  the  costs  down-of

hmfflem'!eBrsusaerSouunseddtoIOmShakueffloeuOruRreunion
more  affordable,  efforts  are  being
made  in  an attempt  to  rent  passenger
Vans  for  the  duration  of  the  Reunion  to
be used  instead.

Greg  and  Rodger  Soucy  ha've  volunteered
to chauffeur  tlie  Vans  to and  from  the
National  Museum  of  the United  Stalk's  Air
Force,  to t'he mails,  the beauty  parlor,  and

possibiy  from  the airport  with  a reserva-
title.

The  HOPE  HOTEL...
Tlie  Hope  Hotel  is the only  privately
owned  liotel  operated  on Air  Force  yop-
erty  - a unique  arrangement  tliat  reqriired

an act of  Congress.  In tliis  way.  both
mi'titary  and  civilians  have  easy  access  to

the Hope  Hotel  and  the aviation  heritage
that  surrounds  it.

Enibodying  the commitment  and laughter
that  served  ocir  troops  for  half  a century,

the Hope  Hotel  is aptly  nai'ned  after  Bob
Hope.  With  Mr.  Hope  as our  inspiration,
our  commitment  is to create  a place  tbat

lives  up to his  repcitation  - botb  serious

work  and  lots  of  fun!

l'he  Hope  Hotel  &  Conference  Center

is literally  at the Crossroads  of  America.
Located  ixi the I-675  corridor,  just  minutes

from  Interstates  75 &  70 as well  as down-
tohn  Dayton,  Springfield,  and  the  Dayton
International  Airport,  Ohio.

The  Hope  Hotel's  guest  rooms  are com-
plete  witli  internet  access,  ixi-rooni  coffee

service,  haiydryer.  iron/ironing  board  and
mini-refrigerators,  voice  mail,  AM/FM
clock  radio  and  indivjdual  climate  controL

AND  A  LETTER......

January  29,2008

781st.  Bomb  Squadron  Association  /"%,

The  Squadron  Treasurer
Mr.  Ken  Knll
707  West  Circle  Drive
Findlay,  OH  45840
RE:  MEMBERSHJP  FEES

Kurt  D. Hillernan  and  Robert  B. Hilleman

Dear  Mt.  Kill:

Please  find  enclosed  check  #491 in tlie

amount  of  $20.00  for  two  (2)
memberships  for  my  liusband,  Kuit  Hille-

man,  and  his  brother  Robert  B. Hilleman.

Their  grandfatber,  CNarenee  C. Hilleman,
served  in the 781 Bomb  Squadroxi,

465tb  Bomber  Group  on Gene  Baiuett's
crew.

My  husband  and his  brother
are very  proud  of  tlieir  grandfather's  ser-

vice  to our  country  and always  enjoyed
listening  to his recollections  of  tlie  war.
He as well  as all  his  crew  served  our  coun-
try  well  arid  we could  not
experience  the freedom  we now  have  in
the United  States  if  it werc  not  for  your
service.

We  thank  all  who  served  and appreciate

the sacrifices  your  generatioxi  made.
My  husband  vill  attempt  to attend  the  next
reunion,  and if  possibie,  liis  brother

if  lie  is not  serving  in Nraq.
With  deepest  gratitucie,

Kurt  and  Pagila  HilXeman
1557  NE Court
Pompano  Beach,  FL  33064

Tentative  Reunicm  Agenda

Sunday,  (I)etober  5, 2008
3:0()  PM  to 9:00  PM  Registration/Hospitality

9:00AM  to 5:00  PM

7:00  PM

Registration  /Hospitality
Board  of  Director's  Meeting

Tuesctay.  €)etober  7, 2008
Bus  to WPAFB  Chapel  KN

Memci'i-iaJ  Sei-vice
Dayton,Avi;ition  Tour

Btisiness  l'v!eeting-  J4ospitality  Suite

8 :30  AM
9 :00-9:30AM
10 :00  - 4:00  PM

7:00  PM-?

l'Vednesday,  (')etober  8, 2008

9:00  to I N:OC) kM  Guidecl  Tour/WWHArea
& Presidential  Aircraft  Hangar

N ) :OO Af!4  Ri 4:00  PM  Courtesy  Van Brick  to Hotel

5 :.30 P!%4 Van to Natioi'xal  Museum  &  Gift  Shop
6 :00 to 7:00  PS4 0pen  Bar-Aircraft  Entry  to tbe B-24

7 :00  to 8:30  PA4 Banquet  oll  the Musecim  FJocir
8 :30to'):3()PM  Prcigrai'n
9 :30  to 10:00  PM  Van to Hotel

(Tjmes/Events  and  PNaees Sub,ject  to C. hange)

ATTENTIQN  VETS,..
...JCe €,yiiit=  a. Recruiter

Family  n"iei'nber  of  tl'xe 781st  Bomb  Squadron  that  served  at Pat"ita-

rieua  Base in It.aly or ariy  person  dedicated  to preservixig  the history

of  ti'ie As;soeiation  is i'ios:v eligible  tci joixi  and become  an
Associate  Men"iber  of  ourAssoeiation.

(I)nlv  bv geting  orir  youxiger  people  to participate  will  Our  Legacy
sury'ise-.  gneourage yoa.ir family  i'neinbers  to  joiii.  Cot'itaet  any
officer  for  Application  Forms  -
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Norrnxan  GNen  Stenerson:

......Ta:l  (Thtlnner,  Maceax'a:  Cyeysz

Frcirn:  tntwatson@n'aisn.c.oni

Su'tject:  C)bit

Date:  Februarv  23,  2008

To:  fcank@frankambrose.eom

T would  ):ke  tci submit  my  'father's

obituary  to t)te  PantanelJa  News,

Nortnan  Glen  Stenersxan.  age  87,

of  Apache  .Ttuqetion,  AZ,  forr'nally

of  Bakec,  MT,  passes!  awa)i

2-2-08  of  cancer.

He  served  in WWJN.  i5tl'i  Air

Force,  465tb  }iornb  grciup,  78  Jst

bomb  squadron,  flying  over  50

'iriissions  as a B24  tail  gunner.

1943-45  in NtaJy.

He  svas preceded  in death  by  his

wife  Jean  and  Heaves  bebir'id  tliree

daughters,  Taxni.  Teryi  and  Kristie,

3 sons-jn-lavv,  2 granddaughters,  'l

grandson  and  I great  grand-

daughter.

Teri  Wa.tson

CoNstrip.  MT

tntwatson@t'nsn.com

Robert  H.  Matthews:
.....Bornbardier,  Scbuster  Crew

Robert  H.  Matthesvs.  passed  avvay
Februarv  i5th.  2008.

He was'a  xt'ieniber  of  tbe Dunwoody,
Georgia  VFW  Post  10822  and  uyas
a past  con"in"iander  of  Post  9548
ati Midcileton,  Massaebusetts,  Tlie

,..)unvvoody  VFW  post  conducted  his
-menqorial  'service  arid  tie and  liis  wife

tvill  be "inurnect"  at tl'i.e Colun'ibariuxri
at,Arlington  Cenietery  in Septeniber.
Reported  bv his Son.
A[an  i'%ffatthews

Jack  C WMNRiants:
.Tai)  Gunner.  Prjnce  Crew

From:  navyedogl3@msxi.corn

Subject:Jack  C WjHiams

Date:  February  8, 2008

N'o: frank@franka'inbrose.corn

Dear  Frank  ax:ad members  of  the

78)st:
T waS  asked  by  MOTII  to notify  yciu

of  t}ie  passixig  of  nl}7 Dad

Jack  C WjlNiams,  on  4 February
2008  in  Aux-ora  after  a long  illness.

He  was  a tail  gunner  01Th tbe

Yellow  "G"  whieJq  was  shcit  down

retuxq"aing  from  Weiner-Neustadt

on  30  AAay  2008.

Dad  retjyed  and  hacN a 32 year

career  as a schooJ  prixtcipal  in

Ccilorado.

He  svas our  "bero"  like  all  of  you

avid  will  be  greatly  missed.

Please  make  notfication  as

appropriate  in  the  ParitaneNla  News.

Thax'ak  yoca,

Sincerely  yours,

Cur  thougbts  and

are witt':'A'!\eo'Hr fallen

wh:'tW'S:di':nd
ever)as[mg  peaCe

You  have  served
your  country  weJl.

We  sviH remember  you
forever

Cornrades-

Tlie  Soucy'  Familv  rind  our  'Exeeu-

tive  Secretary  are iyy full  swing  with

tbe plam"iing  stage  of  tlie  781st  2008

Reunix'yt'i  in Dayton,  Oliio.

Please  note  the correct  clates are

Gctotaer  5th  tbrougb  the  8tNi.  Mark

yocir  calet':idars  acccirdingly.

We  Nt;ive a tentative  agenc'ia  prirrted

elsewhere  in this  Nevvzsletter.  Also,  ssie

have  a x'nenio  explaining  transporta-

tion  for  tlie  reunion  elsewhere  in t)iis

Newsletter.

{want  to t}iank  farnily  membeis  whci

have  sent  in  tlieir  applications  and

:' ctues to be absociate  xnertibers.  Tt is

:: eneouraging  to get tbe  support  of  fait'i-

ify  members.  We will  be looking  to all

members  to help  us decide  on the 200'-)

Retu'iiorx.

Wliere  (lo we go'? '%Ve u:aeNeorne pro-

posals  for  2009  and  beyond.  Mareel

Snyiler  presented  tsvo  proposals  at our

2007  reunion;  Charlotte  Zartn"iru'i's

prcipcisal  for  Phoenix  and si proposal

by Ra}plq  Hendrickson  for  a Caribbean

Cruise.

A 781 st Bomb  Sqciadron  Enclow-

ment  Fund  bas been  established  at

tbe Str;itegic  Air  & Space  Museurn  in

Otnalta.  N E. Look  for  the ru-tiele  in

this  Newsletter  witb  infcirrnation  oll

hosv  inciividuals  can  contribute  funds

arid/or  nieinorabili.a.

C}rreyi  !,ee  -

Report  from  the
Memorabilia  Committee

As  a memtirial  tci rnexnbers  of  our

Folded  Wings,  a gex'ierous  cioiyation

l"ias been  made  to the SAAC  A4useum

jn Ashland,  Nebraska  by  a rneinber  of

tl'ie 781st Bon'ib Scltiadrcin.
'Tlie  interest  from  tbis  gift  is desig-

ixated  to be used  as a flight  training

selio}arsbip  for  a qualitiecl  student  in

the  years  aliead.

'N'he Stratezic  Air  eciinx'nand  Museum

inAsh[ancl.  Nebraska  weJcomes  your

donatioxis  cif  funds  anct ON- memorabilia

ii  honor  of  our  folded  wings

coi"nrades.

These  gifts  may  be ttirwarded  to-

SAAC  Musetun,

Attn:  Mac  MeLean,  282NO  Park

West  Hivv.  AshNand,
Nebraska,  68003.
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Li-ke  Ghosts  In  The  Nite..............From  The  Frank.Ambrome  Collectioii

781St "PANT.ANELLA  NEA%7S"
C/o Frank  Ambrose.  Editor

44  Ertst  Bivd.
Gioyersvi!le.  NY  12078

781  st  2008
'[UNION

DAYTON  AF  BASE
OC'I,  5-6-7-8

Hope  Hotel




