

















Another Armament Section
Member Responds
Paul “Hoot” Hosier

"Hi, Do you guys remember the
—<huttle runs the Air Force made
lom England to Russia to Italy and
back to England ? Our personnel
supply officer asked us to turnin our
extra blankets for the incoming
flight crews for one night. Well, the
one night was over and myself and
two others went to supply to reclaim
our blankets. Ken Sutton happened
to be there and he told us to get lost,
that we had all the blankets we were
going to get, which was two.

"So, after a couple of nights of
freezing the three of us went to the
Red Cross farm house to soak up
some wine. About midnight, or so,
on the way home we had to pass a 32
man tent full of Italian laborers all
sound asleep with warm blankets
covering them. I always carried a
little pocket knife you could shave
with if needed. We decided to get
some blankets off their sleeping
bodies. I went around the tent and
cut all the ropes except the four

“corner ones. The other two banditos
ent in an started grabbing blan-
~xets. When I heard the racket I cut
the two back corner ropes and the
back of the ten collapsed on them. I
then ran around the front inside to
getmore blankets and out again and
cut the two front corner ropes. The
whole tent collapsed on them. All the
time the Italians were hollering and
screaming under their tent. We
gathered up our new blankets and
went home to a warm night’s sleep.

"The next day we counted our
loot. We had sixteen new blankets.
The Italians told the guards that we
held them up at gun point to rob
them.

I talked to Ken Sutton about this ar-
ticle and his comments were that

Hoot has a memory better than his.

781st MEN CHANGE ENGINE IN RECORD TIME

The “"QUICK CHANGE ARTISTS’ of the 781st squadron became the
quickest change artists of the Fifteenth Air Force as they set a record
believed to be tops in any Air Force. Time, 2 hours and 37 minutes clocked.

The men started from a built-up engine, pulled off the old parts while
simultaneously the propeller man was taking off the prop. The teamwork
continued as the men made the new adjustments and the feverish workings
didn’t cease until the job was completed.

The 8-point-change started in the heat of the afternoon at 1330 and
when the engine was turning over it was just 1607. After 45 minutes of slow
time the men didn't adjourn for the afternoon, as would be expected. They
said, “we were working just to make sure the afternoon would pass by
swiftly while we waited the return of our other bombers who were off
pounding at a Jerry target.”

How did all of this competition start??? M/Sgt Leo C. Lutgring, line-
chiefand worker notably known as the “Beaver,” went to work one afternoon
with some of the men to see just how long it took to change an engine. They
accomplished the feat in 7 hours and 29 minutes.This sparked other groups
and the 781stboys soon learned that another array of men of another group
had bettered their record by doing their exploit in 4 1/2 hours.

Undaunted, Sgt Lutgring said; “If they can do it in that time we’ll better
it.” Lutring, who has many a good mechanic in his ‘men of the line’, chose
at random flight chief; S/Sgt Warren G. Carden, a crew chief; Sgt Lebron
Hankins, an airplane mechanic; Sgt Edward O. Tietz, an airplane mechanic
and propeller specialist, T/Sgt Robert L. Robinson.

The group of men made a formidable array and now say, “Even if our
record is beat again, we'll better it!” _

(Imagine — Sgt Lutgring snapping his fingers and having a complete
engine change? Who said machinery was taking the place of man-power?)

The record-malking mechanics are; from left to right in front of the engine
nacelle are, Sergeant Aurelius A. Becnel, Master Sergeant Leo G. Lutgring
and Sergeant Martin A. Honthaas. In the back row, from left to right are
Master Sergeant John L. Thomas, Technical Sergeant Mallory H. Sim-
mons, Master Sergeant John T. Patrick, and Staff Sergeant James Aitken,
Jr.
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465th BOMB GROUP SCORES NUMBER ONE

SUMMARY OF THE WEEK

THIS WEEK represents a triumph for the bombing crews of the 15th
Air Force. The tactical situation was such that the conditions for accurate
bombing were more nearly fulfilled than they usually are, and the crews
took full advantage of it. The formations were generally small, targets were
for the most part along the coast making navigation more certain than
usual, and altitudes were somewhat lower. All these things combined to
favor accuracy. However, the actual identification of small gun positions
and the like is difficult, and it is a credit to the bombardiers and naviga-
tors that such outstandingly high scores were achieved.

The high scores of this week indicate how much tactics and the situ-
ation of the target have to do with accuracy. It has often been claimed that
our bombardiers will hit their targets given good visibility, sure pilotage
and navigation and a formation small enough to respond to minor correc-
tions. The truth of this seems to have been proved by the scores of this
week.

FOR THIS WEEK the 55th Wing was easily the highest, with the 47th
Wing second. The Air Force average took a big jump ahead. One hundred
and twenty group-attacks were flown, with 61% of them being scored.

THE HIGHEST GROUP

The 465th Group of the 55th Wing has set a new standard for accu-
racy in the 15th Air Force. Last week, for the previous ten missions up to
and including August 11 this Group had an average score of 66%. These
scores, including some tough targets, are about as high as can be
reasonably expected until it becomes practical to bomb from squadrons
in trail.

BOMBING ACCURACY BY WINGS
(1% within 1000’ of briefed MPI)
For the four-week period ending August 18. . .August 11

For the four-week period ending August 18 . . August 11 . . August 4

55thWing ......... 5156 ..... 382....... 41.3
47thWing . . ....... 423 ...... 34.2....... 34.2
49th Wing . . .. ... .. 419...... 40.0....... 37.7
304thWing . . ... ... 36.8...... 405...... 36.6
15th AIRFORCE. .. . 415...... 35.6...... 35.7

The Air Force average for four weeks of bombing crossed the 40 % line
for the first time and the 55th Wing has the honor of being the first Wing
over 50% This Wing was also the first to cross 40%. The relative positions
of all the Wings changed this week with the exceptions of the 5th (B-17s),
which remains at the bottom of the list for the fourth consecutive week.

Why I Want to Be a Pilot
Written by a ten-year-old-boy

I'want to be a pilot when I grow up because it’s a fun job and easy to do. That’'s why there are so many pilots
flying today. Pilots don’t need much school, they just have to learn numbers so they can read instruments. I guess
they should also be able to read road maps so they won't get lost. Pilots should be brave so they won'’t be scared
if it’s foggy and they can’t see, or if a wing or motor falls off they should stay calm so they will know what to do.
Pilots have to have eyes to see thru clouds and they can’t be afraid of hghtmng -or thunder because they are closer
to them than we are.

The salary the pilots make is another thing I like. They make more money than they can spend. This is
because most people think plane flying is dangerous except pilots don’t because they know how easy it is. Ther~
isn't much I don't like except girls like pilots and all the stewardesses want to marry pilots so they always hav.__
to chase them away so they won’t bother them. I hope I don't get air sick because I get car sick and if I get air smk
I couldn’t be a pilot and then I would have to go to work.
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MAIL
- CALL

Richard Seabridge, (Ball gunner
on Wilcox Crew), “Just a note to let
you know that the “All American” B-
24 visited New Jersey this past fall.
I haven’t flown in over 52 years, but
seeing this aircraft buzz the air field
so low it brought back old memo-
ries. While I was up on the flight, my
wife and daughter were interviewed
by a reporter.”

Following is part of the news-
paper article, When Richard
Seabridge landed at Mercer County
Airport in 1945, with World War II
and his military service in the Army
Air Corps behind him, he vowed he
would never fly again. :

In the 52 years since, despite
the pleadings of his wife and daugh-
ter, he never set foot on another
plane.

Last week, Seabridge, 72, saw a
classic B-24 bomber flying over
Mercer Airport.It buzzed the spec-

““ators, and Seabridge said: “Some-
Aing happened. I said to my wife, “I
would like to fly in that plane again.”

On Monday, Seabridge was on
the tarmac at South Jersey Re-
gional Airport in Medford, waiting
for his turn to fly in the four-propel-
ler Liberator.

“The expression on his face
changed,” said Joyce Seabridge as
her husband, a veteran of 51 com-
bat missions over Europe and the
Balkans, got close to the plane. “he
has arthritis very bad, and  haven’t
seen him move this fast for a long
time.”

From Collings Foundation
Newsletter writing about the past
years tour of the All American and
Nine-0-Nine, “The flight from Woos-
ter, OH into Lancaster, PA was a
long one across most of the state of
PA, so we didn’t have any media on
the flight. However, Charlie Ferich,
tail gunner for 72 missions, didn’t
let that stop him from organizing an

‘bsolutely terrific stop. Lancaster
—was absolutely the “Gem” of 1997.
We had an extraordinary turnout,
an exceptional gate, an unsur-

passed PX, and just an incredible
interest in local Dawn/Dusks Pa-
trols.”

A note from Ray Tyler informing
me that his wife passed away No-
vember 19, 1997. He hopes to join
us at the Dayton reunion.

A Holiday note from Mrs. Lolette
Tucci, “All my best wishes to you
and your family for a very Happy
New Year. I receive regularly the
Pantanella News and I appreciate it
so much. Thank you. Also, all my
wishes of prosperity to the Bomb
Squadron Association.”

Lolette’s husband, Joe Tucci,
was Group Sergeant Major. It’s al-
ways a pleasure to hear from Lolette
who lives in Monte Carlo, France.

A note from Al Rodman, (Navi-
gator on Branch crew) “Always glad
to get your Pantanella News and
keep up with developments. Keep
on course and continue this good
work.”

The request for Burton Alper’s
whereabouts in the last news
brought a reply from a recipient of
Burt’s Xmas card. Burt’s address is
in the address correction list.

Other replies:

Oliver Graham, “Hoping to be
at Dayton in the fall if Mrs. Graham
is better.”

Eugene Fenner, “As I read this
last newsletter I thought that this is
history that we made as a unit. I
don’t remember of any one writing
that we saw a sight that was never
seen before and will never be seen
again. Those large formations of
planes in the sky.

And how about the sound of
those formations — you will never
hear that again either. Ed.

Julia Cato, Hope to make it to
Dayton.” (Mrs. Lewis Cato).

Harold Farrar, “I am looking
forward to the next reunion in
Dayton. Hope to see you there.”

Bob Shetterly, “I never seem to
get around to yearly dues on time so
put me in for a Life Membership.”

Dick Krekel, “Two weeks ago I
had by-pass surgery, but I'm doing
fine.” Ed, we wish you a speedy
recovery. Ray Hall, “I do ap-
preciate the Pantanella News.
Thanks for the efforts of getting it
together and out. Surely a labor of
love.”
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Bill Coonan, “What a pleasureit
is to send in my dues for the Pan-
tanella News. The Pantanella Valley
article by Frank Ambrose was great.
Yes, I remember laying the steel
mats for the runways.

“Also went to Rome twice. Went
to the Vatican and saw the Pope
from about 20 feet. Saw the Forum,
Coliseum, and Pompeii. I guess the
highlight of my stay in Italy was my
visit to see Padre Pio and to serve his
Mass, to meet him and kiss his
hands that had the stigmatism of
Christ’s crucifix. He is up for saint-
hood now.”

Wendell Galbraith, “It's quite
sure that Shirley and I are going to
go on the Pantanella Tour that
Marcel Snyder is organizing for
May. As a matter of fact at least one
and possibly both our kids are going
to go with us. We are all looking
forward to it as we are going to use
the tour as part of our up coming
50th Wedding Anniversary events.”

“Hope you guys are all well and
perhaps you'd like a second tour of
duty at Pantanella too. Anyway, I'm
sure we’'ll see you in Dayton at the
465th reunion in October.”

Don White (780th Sqd.) “I sure
do enjoy the Pantanella newsletter
from the 781st squadron. This last
newsletter was great, especially the
story by Frank Ambrose.”

Carl Dahl, “Really enjoyed the
last issue of the Pantanella News,
but it is always great and brings
back so many memories,both good
and not so good. I am planning to be
at Dayton, the Lord willing, and look
forward to seeing you and your
gracious wife there also.”

Ruth Goyne, “ [ am sending my
dues for 1998 so that I do not miss
any of the newsletters. I really enjoy
reading them. Maybe I can make it
back to Dayton in the Fall for the
reunion. That was the first and last
time Garvin and I got to attend.

“I really appreciate your adding
the widows names to the list so that
we can continue to keep up with our
late spouses friends.”

Garvin Goyne worked at the Orderly
Room at Pantanella. Ed.



In reviewing the Archives film
I found another story about how
a civilian remembered the 3
August 1944 mission to Fried-
rich-shafen. Editor.

On the 3rd of August 1944 at
noon 4 formations of American
planes flew over our valley from the
direction of Innsbruck and were
going in the direction of Kempten.
Some time after they returned, the
German fighters attacked the last
planes. One of the planes burnt at
once and crashed near my house.
Some German soldiers who stayed
here went to the crash point, but
they did not come back. Therefore, I
went to the crash point in the after-
noon and found a dead man in a dis-
tance of 250 meters from the plane.
He was approximately 5 feet 6 in.
tall, had curly hair and was burned
very badly. I suppose that he was a
navigator because he had still the
head-receiver. In the wreckage of the
plane was also a mutilated body
which was burning. I supposed that
he was also a pilot because he was in
the nose of the plane. His hair was
reddish. I did not find personal ef—
fects or identification tags.

From this plane five men of the
crew jumped out with parachutes.
One of them was a lieutenant. This
officer went to an Alpine dairy,
which is situated in a little distance
from my house. Two other airmen
were escorted to my house by a
shepherd boy. They went then to
Ehrwald. A customer of my hotel,
who was walking near my house,
came back with one of the flyers. I
asked two civilians, who were by
chance at my inn, to accompany him
to Ehrwald. The fifth pilot was
brought from the Coburger inn.
Three or four weeks after my col-
league, who was the innkeeper of the
Coburger inn, told me that a com-
mission had inspected the crash
point. The bodies, which were al-
ready decayed very much, were
dosed with gasoline and burned.
The remains were buried at the
crash point.

Statement received from Joseph
Posch, innkeeper in Ehrwald. June
24, 1946.

Noted on the photocopy of the docu-
ment; Unknown X-6878, Reinterred

U.S. Military cemetery St. Avold,
IlII-4-48. The language is from the
Swiss citizen and their identification
of the crewy members were different
thanour identification. Apparently in
1946 an effort was made to find the
remains and bury them properly. Ed.

Meanwhile back at

Pantanella
by O. J. Cowart

On a cold freezing night, some of
the Cryptographers talked me into
helping them start a fire in their little
GI pot bellied stove in the Code
room. The Italian coal was more like
rocks than coal and it was difficult to
keep a fire going. As I poured gaso-
line in the stove, | was made aware
that the “good buddies” had failed to
tell me there had been a fire in the
stove.. The result: I almost helped
the German cause by blowing up the
whole Code room. [was not trained
as a fire fighter and there was no fire
extinguisher available, so I yanked
off my fur leather jacket, and began
beating out the flames. Some secret
documents were scorched and the
Crypto fellows put them out of sight
so there was no visible signs of the
near disaster. Unlike the bomb
dump blowing up, there was no FBI
investigation of this incident. The
only casualty was my singed eye-
brows and the angle head flashlight
in my leather jacket. The next day I
turned in my badly mangled flash-
light to tech supply (normally a
flashlight is something you carry
dead batteries in). I wasn't asked
about it’s condition and I sure didn’t
volunteer any information about
how it could have come to such an
untimely and obviously violent end.

SICK CALL
Our Treasurer, O. J. Cowart,
has been down with the flu and then
some. According to the newspapers

there are some very serious cases of |

flu and it takes a long time to re-
cover. OJ seems to have one of those
bad ones. At last report he was
feeling better and just about back to
good health.
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Address changes:
James Marcel Snyder, PO Box
622795, Oviedo, FL 32762-2795,
Phone 404 696-4355. This is a
temporary address until May or
June.

Wayne Weber, 5272 Weymouth
Way, Oceanside CA 92057-1818.
Eugene Fenner Phone 937 382-
2194 o
Osar Schmitt, 211 Ryan Hill Rd., .
Lalke Ariel, PA 18436-4619

Oliver Graham Phone 7244 694-
9122.

Leslie Wheeler, 18036 Dartown
Road, Westfield, IN 46074-9324.

2 Lalique Dr., Montville, NJ

07054, temporary.

Kenneth Foden ,Zip 34601-6324.
Burton Alper, 2 Lalique Dr.,
Montville NJ 07045.

Melvin Derry, 469 West 150

North, Columbia City IN 46725.
Hoyt Adsit, 30 Park St. Apt A2. ’
Norwich, NY 13615.




RETIREMENT FROM A CHILD'S
VIEW
After a Christmas break, a teacher
asked her young pupils how they
spent their holidays. One small boy
' wrote the following:

*.../e always used to spend Christmas
with Grandpa and Grandma. They
used to live here in a big brick home,
but Grandpa got retarded and they
moved to Florida. Now they live in a
place with a lot of other retarded
people. They all live in little tin boxes.
They ride on big three wheeled tri-
cycles and they all wear name tags
because they don’t know who they
are. They go to a big building called a
wreck hall; but if it was wrecked they
got it fixed because it is all right now.
They play games and do exercises
there but they don’t do them very
good.

There is a swimming pool there. They
go into it and just stand there with
Their hats on - I guess they don’t
know how to swim. :
As you go into their park, there is a
doll house with a little man sitting in
it. Hewatches all day so they can’t get
out without him seeing them. When
they can sneak out they go to the
ach and pickup shells that they
‘think are dollars.
My Grandma used to bake cookies
and stuff but I guess she forgot how.
Nobody cooks, they just eat out. They

eat the same thing every night -
Early Birds. Some of the people are
so retarded they don’t know how to
cook at all so my Grandma and
Grandpa bring food into the
wrecked hall and they call it “pot
luck.”

My Grandma says Grandpa
worked all his life and earned his
retardment. I wish they would
move back up here; butI guess the
little man in the doll house won’tlet
them out.

Help thy Neighbor

We found another good neighbor, Al
Nagel.

I recently received a “Retired
Senior Volunteer Program” bro-
chure. It described how citizens
help out their neighbors. The group
members have to pass an eight-
week training program before as-
sisting the Police Department as
special ambassadors and other
tasks. The past year they removed
30,000 illegal signs, performed
4,500 vacation house checks and
volunteered over 30,000 hours.
Congratulations, Al, for helping out.

Anyone else have a project to
“help thy neighbor?”

Mussollini and his mistress after WWIIL They were captured by
~ the Partisans near Lake Como, shot, then hung up-side down by
s their heels.This photo shows them after they were cut down and
lying with others killed in Milan. Photo from Barney Russell
who got it from a friend who was at the scene.
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Dues Time!

Our treasurer received a flood of
dues payments and many kind
notes. However,there are still some
who have not been heard from. Look
at your label - if it does not have 98
you are not current. Let's make it

100% for 98.

EDITOR’S CORNER

1998 seems to be going by
swiftly. For us here in California I
guess we can blame El Nino. In
February 20 of the first 22 days it
rained. It had to have some effect on
us.

Comments coming in regarding
the reunion are above average indi-
cating a very good turnout. We'll
have one more newsletter before the
reunion {July) which will have a list
of those registered at that time.
Register early so that your friends
will know you will attend. Remem-
ber it costs nothing if you have to
cancel - prepayments will be re-
funded. ,

If you are bringing relatives or
friends be sure we have all their
names so that we can send them to
the gate for entrance to Wright Pat-
terson AFB. O. J. Cowart is compil-
ing that list, so please keep him
informed. ’

To keep an interesting newslet-
ter we need your stories. Think
about your days at Pantanella and
put the pen to the paper. Photos are
also important.







