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  THANK YOU!
 The Holland Family

Robert & Mary B. Ricks
Debbie Haggerty

Ernest & Marie Bridgers

for your generous donations to The Flightline
in memory of Bill Edwards

(see TAPS, page 2)

Threatt Plumbing
Christine Plews

Richard Fry
Mr. & Mrs. W.S. Hardesty

  This issue marks the beginning of my eighth 
year as editor of The Flightline. I continue to 
love creating each issue as much as the first 
one I did, back in 2009. Why? Let me tell you.
  First and foremost, it keeps me connected to 
all of you. Many of you I know from squadron 
reunions, but some of you I have "met" through 
your letters, emails and contributions to the 
newsletter. I am so thankful that we can stay 
in touch.
  Second, I hear from so many of you how much 
you appreicate The Flightline - and that fills my 
heart. It truly does! I know how important The 
Flightline is to me, and it's so rewarding to hear 
how it's important to you.
  Third, I continue to learn about the war, the 
squadron, and all of you. You are my teachers 
and even my stand-in grandfather figures. My 
grandfather, S/Sgt. George J. Le Comte, was 
KIA on a mission to Vienna in December 1944. 
Fortunately I have his letters, some of his per-
sonal effects from the service, and his burial 

flag - but not his experiences. You help fill that 
vacuum.
  The Flightline fund is flush so I hope you will 
continue to read and enjoy future issues. But 
please help me out by sending in your letters/
emails, calls, stories and photos. We all love 
hearing from you.
  Now some editor stuff: beginning on page 4 is 
a four-page historical narrative of the history of 
the 465th BG from January-April 1944. The late 
Jack Ball copied it from the Air Force Historical 
Research Agency. It contains a lot of interest-
ing information, such as training details, hours 
flown, unit strength and even the weather. It 
also describes, in detail, the movement of the 
group overseas beginning in February; and lists 
the 16 men from the 782nd who died in a mid-air 
collision in March in Tunisia - the first accident 
for the entire group since activation. I will share 
more records with you as I can.
  Thank you for reading and supporting The 
Flightline!       Kathy Le Comte

780th still flyin' high
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TAPS
 Bill Edwards, 90, passed away at his beach home in Surf City, N.C. on July 11, 2016 
after a courageous battle with cancer. Bill was born in Durham, N.C. on November 3, 
1925. He graduated from Durham High School and attended the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and Duke University. At the age of 17, Bill asked his father 
to sign a waiver in order to serve in World War II. His father was disabled in World 
War I and denied his request. Determined, a year later Bill enlisted and served as 
a top turret gunner, flying on a B-24 Liberator named “Alleyoop” out of Pantanella, 
Italy. He was employed by Sears Roebuck, retiring after 39 years of service. Bill 

enjoyed living on the beach, tennis, golf, and working out at 
the gym. Bill's 48 years in residence on Topsail Island led him 
to square off against Mother Nature on many occasions. He 
rode out three hurricanes in his oceanfront home in Surf City. 
When Hurricane Fran made landfall in 1996, Bill became an 
impromptu reporter heard on radio stations across the Unit-
ed States. Bill was preceeded by his wife, Ruth, and parents 
and sister. He is survived by his daughters, Debbie (John) 
Haggerty and Cathy Coulter (Chuck Sullivan); son, Johnny 
(Stephanie) Edwards; and seven grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren, and nieces and nephews who, to him, were 
just like his own children.

  If you haven't already done so, time is run-
ning out to register for the 2016 15th Air Force 
Bomb Group reunion in Dallas, Texas. The re-
union will be held Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 13-
16. The 461st Bomb Group is taking care of all 
the details for the seven bombs groups that will 
meet.
  The deadline for making a hotel reserva-
tion is 5 p.m. (CST), Sept. 22. The hotel is 
the Wyndham Garden Dallas North. Room rate 
is $89 plus tax and includes up to two full, hot 
breakfast buffet coupons per room, per day. 
Make reservations by calling the hotel directly 
at (972) 243-3363 and mention the booking 
code "Bombardment Groups 2016 Reunion" 
to receive the group rate. Parking is free, with 
complimentary airport shuttle to both Love Field 
and DFW airports.
  On Thursday (Oct. 13) is reunion registration, 
hospitality room, welcome dinner, and mayor's 

address. Friday (Oct. 14) begins with a morn-
ing tour of Cavanaugh Flight Museum with box 
lunch. The afternoon will feature presentations 
and official reunion photos, followed by a cash 
bar and then group dinners. On Saturday (Oct. 
15) there will be a morning tour of the Sixth 
Floor Museum, where Lee Harvey Oswald fired 
on President John F. Kennedy. In the after-
noon there will be presentations, social hour 
and cash bar, and the All Groups Banquet with 
live entertainment. Finally, on Sunday (Oct. 
16) there will be a memorial service followed 
by lunch, then a tour of the Dallas Holocaust 
Museum with a Holocaust survivor, and a tour 
of Dallas. The reunion closes with an informal 
“Farewell Fajita” dinner.
  See the June 2016 Flightline for a registration 
form. More detailed information about the re-
union is on the 461BG website at: www.461st.
org.

Reunion deadline Sept. 22

Bill Edwards and crewmate Harold Wor-
man at a 780th reunion.
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Robertson shares Kling photo collection
  Rickey Robertson, nephew of 780th member Sgt. Bobbie T. Robertson, KIA 11 October 1944, 
shared some photos with Flightline that belonged to 780th veteran Joe Kling, who passed away 
in 2014. Sgt. Robertson and Kling were crewmates, but being newly-arrived gunners, flew on 
separate planes on that October mission.
  Top left is a 780th plane in flight. Top is Joe (third from left, anyone know the others?) with his 
crew in front of their B-24 sometime after the 11 October mission. Top right is bomb damage 
inflicted on the Smederevo Oil Refinery (near Belgrade), Yugoslavia, mission, 11 June 1944.
  Bottom left shows the 780th flying into flak during bombs away, and bottom right is a great ex-
ample of the box formation.
  Rickey has more photos and will share them over time. Rickey also has a small military muse-
um, dedicated to his uncle and to Joe. Thank you, Rickey, for continuing to tell the story of our 
fallen comrades, and all the men who served in the 780th.
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Kathy Le Comte
Editor, Flightline
1004 Williams Blvd.
Springfield, IL 62704-2832

Flightline

The Flightline has published one or two The Sad Sack cartoons collected by the late Jack Ball. 
Here is another. In case you are curious about the story behind the cartoon, here it is, according 
to Wikipedia: The Sad Sack was created by Sgt. George Baker during World War II, debuting 
in June 1942 as a comic strip in the first issue of Yank, the Army Weekly. Set in the United States 
Army, it depicted an otherwise unnamed, lowly private experiencing some of the absurdities and 
humiliations of military life. The title was a euphemistic shortening of the military slang "sad sack 
of s---," common during World War II. Today "sad sack" means an inept person or inept soldier. 
After the war ended, The Sad Sack ran in newspaper syndication in the United States until 1957. There 
also were several books published featuring the comic strips.


